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A. COlXEcnoH OF 

®6e lest SHorfes of t&c best ^utfiots, 

I^rice 3tf. 6d, per Volume^ 

EOSCOFS LIFE OF LOEENZO DE' MEDICI, called thb 
llAiQffiriciewT* 1 vol, 

GUIZOTS HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION or 1640^ 
from, tlie Acccaaion to the Bcatli of Chai'les I. 1 toL 

DUMAS' M.4EGUEBITE DE VALOIS: an Hiatorical Romance. 1 toI. 
UFE & PONTIFICATE OF LEO X. By Willulm Eoscoe. 2 vols. 
LIFE OF LUTHER: written by Himself. Collected and arranged by 

J* MlCHLLET. 1 vol. 

LITEEAEY HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES. By tbc Rev. 

GUIZOT'S HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION, from tbc FuH of the 
Roman Etnpira to tbq French Rerolution, 3 Koia. 

LIFE OF CARDINAL WOLSEY, By John Gait, I ^ol. 
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HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, from 1789 to 
Bj F. A. MiGWET- I vol. 

♦^* Otht'T 'impart ant Worki in Preparution, 



1614. 



This is tbe first Tolume of a new nndertaking, in many respects en- 
titled to our praise. It is the cheapest volume that bas fallen under €ur 
notice, for though extending to five hundred pages (and each succeeding 
Tolurae is to consist of between four hundred and fifty and five hundred), 
of excellent type and paper, with a good portrait of Lorenzo the Magni- 
ficent, aod richly bound in clotb, tbe price is only 3*. 6f/, Again (and 
in our view this is of far greater moment), tbe series is to consist of works 
of a much higher character than any that have yeH^adorned our periodical 
literature, viz., '^ the best works of the best authors." That ibis is not 
merely a vague promise, made by one insensible of the responsibiiities 
which it involves, we are inclined to infer from tbe announcement that 
the proprietor "holds that the highest efforts of human intellect, ema- 
ciating, as, for the most part, they have done, from men of the people, are 
'perfectly intelligible to the people j and that for the ftittire elevation oi 
tbe public mind nothing is needed but to present to it, in a tangible form, 
the combined mind of the past," Hence " the great literary works of 
every country and of all time"are to characterize * The European Library,' 
We are further promised that one leading feature of the series shall he 
** the works of the chief historians of literature, tbe Wartons, the Tira- 
boschis, tbe Sisraondis, tbe Bouterweks, the Ginguenest" and if this pledge 
glone be fulfilled, Mr. Bogne iriU have done more for sound literaturi? 
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thMi an}r publisher of this eoantrj or of this age^ Kobod j ean deny thjit 
there is an admirable commeDcement in Hosooe's first histodcai prodac- 
tiDD ; and we sincerely hope that it will be followed by his more elaborate, 
though not more able, * Life and Pontificate of Leo X/ Let the pub- 
lisher continue as he has commeaced — kt Mm punctnally feed the popular 
mind, not with froth, but with sabst&ntiat fare,— not abridged, but in 
^ffMmit verbi* of the best authors, aiid we shall have little doubt of its 
taocew. It will be alike the icterest and duty of the public to suppc^rt 
him, and he shall certainly not want our assistance. W e shall watch his 
progress with an aoiiety proportioned to our desire that the popular 
mind should have nobler subjects for its eiercis* than it has yet had — 
that learning and genius nnemasculated should take the place of the in- 
sipid compilations and useless abridgments which have hitherto been the 
only things judged worthy of it- Oar pseudo-benefactors of the people 
have found tbenj ignoraot, and left them so. Our cheap literature has 
been of little use, except iji bo far as it may have created a relish for 
something better. How could it, when the Htcs of all Napoleon's mar- 
shals and statesmen were compressed in one small volume — * The History 
of the Italian Ee publics' in another — all the eminent literary men of 
Europe in scarcely so much space as would be required for one of them ? 
What rational being would ever be the better for such books — no matter 
what honesty of purpose or what amount of talent {though there has been 
no great abundance of either), might he applied to such meagre epitomes? 
Thus it Is that the best subjects have been sacrificed — that France^ and 
Poland, and the Netherlands; that Shakspeare, Mil ton » and Cervantes ; 
that the Christian Church and her separatists j that philosophy, moral 
and intellectual — ^have been rcndert^d so many dry, abrupt, confused 
themes. Fortunately* other subjects of equal interest, and of even greater 
importance, have been overlooked, as if wholly undeserving of popular 
notice- This pitiful economy has reigned long enough, and is now dis- 
appearing^ Whether this salutary change be attributable to editors and 
puhliahers^ or to the tadl^ereoce of the people themselves, who have at 
length discovered that small hooks may be great evils, we shall not he so 
nice as to inquire. Whatever the cause, we joyfully hail the effect* 



Since the above was written, we have receiv^ed the second volume of 
this European Library — Guizot*fi * History of the English Revolution/ 
translated by William HazlitL The work is complete, has an Index, a 
thing indispeimahle, though not always to be met with in works of ten 
times the price, is printed in good legible type, on good paper, and la 
well bound — in brief, is worthy to be put on the library shelves at once. 
Such an enterprise surely deserves encouragement,— ^fAeH., Dec. 13, 1845* 



iHT Be careful to ash for European Libbary Editions^ ihs 
unexampled mccess of thu Series having stimulated rmpriudpled 
imitations t against which the Public is respect/tdly caiUioned. 
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VohmeM alrmdtf Fuhliihed, Sji, 6^. each : 

nOSCOE'B LIFE OF LOBENZO DE" MEDICI, called the Maoni- 
ricEMT, Editeil by William Hazlitt, Esq. One Volume* 

aUIZOTH HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION OF 1040, 
FROM THE AcexfiaioK TO TH£ Death OF Charles L Odc Volume. 

DUMAS' MAEGUERITE DE VALOIS: ftn Hisiorical RomAnce of tbe 
tiiDi! of tlie MaKHOcre of St, Bfirtliolomew. One Volume, 

ROSCOE^S LIFE AND PONTIFICATE OF LEO X. Eilited by 
WiLtiAH HiaiiiTTi Ew|, Two Volumes. 

LTFE OF LUTHER: writlen by Himsdf. Collpcttd iiml airangred by 
M. Michklkt; with Copious Seleclions from bis Table Tulk. One 
Vttlu 

LITERARY HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES, fbom thk Close . 

U¥ TlIK HkION op AuGUBTUS TO ITS HevIVAL IN THE FlFTEBKTH 

CsJiTuniT. By the Rkv. Joskph BEHiTfOToif. One Volume. 

" Tht» If one of tho most valuable work^ which Mr. Bogne has publlahtHi in hfjt 
Eunk],>iiaH I>Lbr&ry, nut even excepting ^ Gulxut'» IILstcry ot'the En^jplLsh ReTolution:' 
What a(l4>i tu the value of the work La, that it ia almost Jtat gt^nrri* : we know not 
where Kiich a complete, uid, In the main, JuMt view of the aufttiurs and the literature 
of Europe, from the decline of Eoman learning to ita revival about tive middle of the 
flfteeTLth century, ciin be foudcl."— 3i-ECTAT0fc. 

HISTtHiY OF CIVILIZATION; from the Fall of the Roman Empibe 
TO THE Fbench IIevolution» By F, GuizoTt Volt* 1 aiiil tj. (To 
be completed In Tbree Volumea.) 



T!t4* above are the otilif Edilions of Ro8COE*a Hi&tohical Wohkh in 
u^hich the Latin ^ litdian^ and Old French Note$ are trattalated. 
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-" This cardinal, 



Though from a humble stock, undoubtedly 

Was fashioned to much honour from his cradle. 

He was a scholar, and a ripe and good one : 

Exceeding wise, fair-spoken, and persuading. 

Lofty and sour, to them that loved him not. 

But, to those men that sought him, sweet as summer. 

And though he was unsatisfied in getting, 

(Which was a sin,) yet in bestowing 

He was most princely. Ever witness for him 

Ipswich and Oxford ! One of which fell with him. 

Unwilling to outlive the good that did it ; 

The other, though unfinished, yet so famous. 

So excellent in art, and yet so rising, 

That Christendom shall ever speak his virtue. 

His overtlu'ow heap'd business upon him ; 

For then, and not till then, he felt himself. 

And found the blessedness of being little : 

And, to add greater honours to his age 

Than man could give him, he died feaiing God." 

Shakspebe. 




The present is tlie moat complete life of Cardinal Wolsey 
that liaa liitlierto appeared* Mr. Gait's able work, as origin- 
ally published^ is deficient, occasionally, in those personal and 
domestic details which give such interest to Cavendish's 
narrative, butj on the other hand, the latter prodtiction is 
almost entirely wanting in that view of contemporary persons 
and events which is essential to a due appreciation of the 
Cardinal's character, or of his influence upon his age and 
upon posterity. Under these circurastancea, it was considered 
best to adopt the more comprehensive work of ^Ir. Oalt, and 
to Bupply tlie illustrative details, in which it is deficient, from 
Cavendish. These detaib I have accordingly appended as 
foot notes to the pages where I thought they might most fitly 
be introduced; and the selections thus made are so extensive 
as to inchide, I may venture to say, well nigh all that con- 
stitutes the peculiar superiority of Cavendish's relation. 
There is one exception to this arrangement ; the finest 
portion of the great Cardinal's life^ at all evente, in a dramatic 
and ethical point of view, is its close — ^frora the hour of his 
departure for the north, after his first disgrace, up to the 
hour of his death. This precise period, which in Cavendish 
occupies a hundred pages of most interesting and precious 
matter, Mr. Gralt has compressed into some half-dozen pages* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



I did not feel myself warranted m substituting the narrative 
ol' the former for that of the latter, in the body of the work, 
but 1 have given Cavendish's aceount entire immediately 
after the text, in the Appendix, Thii? Appendix/ moreoverj 
will be found to contain a far greater number of Cardinal 
Wolsey's letters, or rather despatches^ than have ever be- 
fore been brought together; Mr, GTalt has some not given 
in Mr, Singer's edition of Cavendish; the latter has others 
not printed by Gait; Dr. Fiddes supplies many not given 
by either J * To make a fourth, I've joined the other three;' 
inserting the whole of their vai'ioua collections; and to save 
the reader that which I myself found no slightly trauble- 
some task, I have moderniised the orthography in each 
English instance, and have given translations of those foreign 
documents— Charles V/s letter to Wolsey, and Ms grant of 
the pension, for example — which my predecessors, respecting 
the virgin dignity of state papers, and theii* own ease, left 
in their pristine form. Several of the other letters given in 
the Appendix, are not to be found in either Gait or Singer* 



AV, HAZLITTi 



Middle Temple, August 1, 1840, 
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LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOUN GALT. 



To lUe renders of the Life of Wolhcy, some iiolkc of ihv aiitlior^ lunl nf lib 
otli*]!" litcrtiry pradiiL'tiotiH^ <?iiiiuot be iJimt;cB|Mable ; mini fur botli LLcne 
topicia there lure aliuiidaiU mtuerials. IIih uunic^ious piibliratiiiUH exli;iidl€'d 
over n simce of above ttveuly yeai-s^ tuid embiftced a great variety of sub- 
jects. ; and be kifvs k-t'L aii autobiography, which, though composed in disease 
and disappointment, and ccnseqneiitly breatliiiig a tone of melaneholy, is, 
upon i3je whole, one of the most iianditJ and unpretending speeimens extant 
of that sort uf tmting, and therefore one which bears upon the face of it an 
evident trufhfuhiei^a. John Gait wus born on ih« iind of May,, 1771J, at 
Irvine, in Ayrshire. Win purenta were in a rank of stjtiely removed from 
poverty, but not much elevatn-d in ibe middlt; class. They were, JjowevcrT 
like tuoiit personH siuuhu-ly situated in Scotlandj thoroughly reapeetabk, of 
fp*eat integrity and sound sense ^ and his iiiothei% in particnhir, had that 
turn for keen observation of characier, and dry sarcastit*. humour, which is 
BO coiiKi»icuous in many of her son's piroduutirujK. Like most clevtur men, 
he owed to his mother the early impressions wliich gave lonu and colour to 
his intellect and imagination; whilst from both hm parents he derived the 
far more valuable heritage of an uuconiproniisiug though unbonslful honenty. 
This is weU illustrated by a little doraealie ineidenL, which occurred at a jieriod 
in his life when he was poor and in debt, and when lie would have Iwen relieved, 
by even a smsdl accession of property, (Voui considerable diHicuItics. Hii* 
father died, leaving a will, by which he intended to divide his properly 
equally between lii» children, subject to a life provision for liis widow. By 
one of those mistakes, so common in lentamentary dispositions, the will, in 
legal coufttruetion, would have allowed the whole inht^ritance to paws to the 
subject of this memoir. John Gait hLmself did not lieMitatefyr a moment lo 
take steps for parrying into fnll eftect what he knew to be his deeeahcd 
parent's wishes ; nor did his mother and twister for a moment Hiii^iiect 
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tbat he would have hesitated* But Le had on intimate ami very dear friend, 
"who ihotight it necessary to warn Uim, thoiigli in delicate find guarded tcnns;, 
Rgttinst giving way ta the temiitation of enriching hinmelf at the expense of 
iiis nearest relations. " Well do I recollect (says Gait) the feelings which 
Ms letter awakened ', that he, the frienii of my youth, should have thought 
any exheitation necessary I" Certainly, in all this, our auUior did no moro 
than every honest miui must have done^ or thou most men, perliaps, would 
have done ; but lie did what some vrho think themjielves hetter than their 
neighbours would not lirtvc done ; and so far the transaction iifforda a test 
of principle, which was not belied by Gait's Bubseq^uent conduct. 

He was initiated into mercantile buHiness early in life, at Greenookj and 
followed it from the first with exemplary zed, devoting the inters al« of active 
ocuupatiou to studies connected with his pursuit. He tells us that he not 
only i-ead through, and carefnlly noted, the Ztu* Mercatoriii, hut composed 
a Treatise on Underwritiog, a History of early English Commerce, and a 
History of Bills of Exchange, esaays intended for his own nac only, and 
which were never made public. They however indicated an early turu for 
research, and no doubt tended to give him a facihty of composition, which 
stood him iu great stead at subsequent periodB. 

i'rom Greenock he removed to London, about the age of twenty-ftvc. 
The proximate cause of this step was bin having resented, with great energy 
Aud efi'ect, an insult ofieretl, not to himself personally, but to the firm in 
which ho was engaged. The circumstance wsis not publicly known j but it 
gave him a disgust to the place, and led him riWthly to seek liis fortune in 
the metropolis, where, after some disappoiiitineut, he formed a pronuHing 
conncKion, and earned on business snecesafully for about three years, when 
circnmstances, in which he was not at all to blame, broke up his establish' 
mynt, and his house becainu bankrupt ; but the energy and candour witli 
which he acted on the occasion oblidned for him the reft|ject of all his 
cjffldltora. Countenanced by them, and prompted by the activity of liia 
mind, and the sanguine hopes of yowtli, he embarked, in IHOU, for llio 
Mediterrunean, in the hope of beating out some new path of commpreial 
enterprise, and It was on this voyage that accident threw him into the eom» 
pany of Lord Byron, whose ac(]uaintance he continued long to jiossess, and 
whose life he afterwards wrote* 

During the next two years, h© visited Sardinia, Malta, Sicily, Corintbj 
Athens, Hydra, Bcios, Ephesus, Smyrna, Samos, Cerigo, Thessaloniea, Con- 
stantinople, Uieomcditi, Widiiiu, and many other places* of note. His chief 
olijeot was to establish depots of English goods, for introduction into tlie 
contineut, in opposition to the insane project of Napoleon for annildlating 
our commerce, by means of his memorable Berlin and Milan decrees, Mr* 
Gait's rennirks on that subject evince a soundness of judf^ment, and ii grasp 
of mind not very common in tliat day, when most men were daz/led with 
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IX 



the splendour of the trench Yiotoriesi or oppnlled by tbe tbreRteutng (iBp«^ct 
of Frencb power, 

Afteir our flUtboT'a return to EngUndthis oconpRtlfHiftwere of a very desul- 
tory and unsettled natnrHt atone time be went for Rome montbH loGibriilinr, 
on a mt?rRamile underttiking : at anotber time be iravt'Ued on the contioont ; 
afterward** be Uved cliipfly in London, tnnving liia literary wdenta to account ; 
and among: liiii prodticliony at that pi^riod was tlit' Lift} fif W*ihf*i{^ wldch 
follows tlie present memoir. But a sudden aud unexpected turn of fortune 
now occurred to hiin. He received kilters frnm Canada^ appointing him 
tigent for sueb of tbe piincipul inbabitantB as bnd claims to inge on govern- 
ment for losRefl Ruflered during tbe invaKiou of the province iiy ibe jxrinies of 
tbe United Stntes. Tbey could not buve ebosen a monj! zealou<< or a moro 
sagaeiouRi ftgent^ but every one wbo bfts bad to do wilb pecuniary cltimB ©n 
govenimeut, knows liow difficult it is to bring lliem to anytliing like an 
equitable aiTnngement ; wliiit a lengtb of time must be employed ; wbat 
obstaL-lea must be remoted ; wbat argnmentH must be aosweri d ; attd flfter alli 
witb tbe great probability of being turned round on »ome frivolous or purely 
tecbnicttl objection. Througli these ilifficuhies, wdlb pei-aevering flrmueeiB, 
did Gait work bis way : tbe justice of tbe clRim was formally recognised ; 
but still Ibtire was vs. diiEcuUy in (hiding ftindp? from whicb the eompensa- 
tion eould be m^e. In 182'), from Information communicated by bishop 
JVlacdonnell, Mr. Gait perceived tlmt sueb a fund might easily be supplied 
by tbe sale of lands helougiug to tbe crown (and called tbe crown renerves) 
in CftUftda itself. This plan be lost wo time in submitting to tbe secretary 
of fitftUa for tbe Colonie!*, by wbom it was favourably received^ antl eventually 
acted upoTL 

Still a further step waa necessary — namely, to find purcbasers for tbe 
lands 80 to ho sold ; aud tins, too, was effected by Mr. Gailt. He propoKed 
to an eminent mercantile houue in liondon^ to form a compEiny for purchaa- 
ijig tiud bringi tig into cultivation I he hmds iu rjuestiou; they readily ac- 
quiesced,, and after «luc communication witb government, llie Ctuwth Vuvt- 
patty was formed, )Uid Mr. Gait was ui>poitited its KPci-etaiy. Other tneans 
vrem aftci-wards taken by government to compensate tbe original clflimants; 
but umler Mr- Gait's ilireetion* 5^^^^^^^) acres were sold^ producing iu 
sterling mouey ^]4H,tJH0/, 

Commifisionera being appointed to vaJue the lands» tbe Canada Company 
nominated Mr, Grdt m one, and lie stuled witb bis collengues for the province 
in IH'24. He retmned iu tbe followiut,' year, wbpn tbe disputed fuestiou of 
the clergy reserves ivas* settled; aud in iH'^tl, be sailed ngmn as agent of tbe 
Canada Comptmy, to caj-ry into effect tliy pbuiH wbicb he bml suggested to 
them. Before we advert to these, bowever, we cannot hut unilet- the detp 
impression mtide on liis tuind at this time hy tbe death of bi:* mntber. **Frc)m 
aiy tery childhood, " say« he^ " it bad been my gi-catest delight to ple«s« 
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tbiH affecLioimb^ pareiu, iind in coiisequencG, bet- loss iveflkened, if I may 9^ 
sny, lli« niolive iluit luul previously iiiiptiled iity ouergica* The world, 
me, \Mi^ dfprivcd of oue tbat I wns B^luated l»y ail eiidpavoiir to gratify J 
and in proporUon the cliarm of life was diminished iri ir« power. Bui ill 
misfoitiinLs also were weiikeued iu their pungency, ftiid no effort of reasollj 
Wilis nectSHJiry to convince me that 1 would suffer Ichs by not Laviiig hog 
anxietii^s to consider. Many years* beforfij I had lost my father; but dthoug 
few could have stronger claims on the reverence of their children th^ 
tbose to which he wu« entitled, there is a difference iu the tilial love wide] 
belongs to the father, from that which the cliild's heart thinks is tlie motbc]^|| 
due. The one is allied to et^teem, fidcndtship, and respect ; but the otbei 
is a gentle feeliug composed of coufideiicej kindness, and gratitude, T'b 
one ia more maaculiue iu all its quidities ; but the other, without the nnnd'4 
being able to say wherefore, is at once more durable and more tender." 

Mr. Gait's second visit to Canada, though it enabled bim to render in- 
vidiuihle seriidces to the company whose agent he was, and tferTices still 
more iiuportiuit to the province which was the sceuc of his labonr^, wo-s tr> 
himself productive of morlificatiou and disuppoiiitnient, of ruined health, and 
baukt'upt circutustanceH^ Yet he au^tained Lheso cvds manfully, and wmi 
tdieered at a later period by the inc on testable proofs that his coudut't had 
been productive alike of proht to his employers, and of benefit to the Citua- 

LdiauB, among whom hiu name i^ to this day epokeii of with itiifeigned 

preapect. 

The lirst vexation that be encountered was from the unfounded sns|udon3 
of the local govenimeut. His principles, which through life were of a con- 
Bervalive character, had been repreaented to Sir Peregriue Mjutlitud as re- 
publican; and &iomc Hligbt civilities which po^^sed between him and the 
editor of a democratic newspaper, were couHtrueii into proofH that he was 
disposed to favour rebelhon. All ibis would ajtpear mei-ely ridiculous, were 
it nut tljat ilK e flee is are deeply injurious both to private and public lute rests, 
of wltich unfortunately there arc too many, mid some very recent examples. 
The governor of a small colony is often surrounded by paraiiites, who per- 
Guade him that the most legal, moderate, and resijectful dissent from his 
opiiuotKS is 84>d]tion; and a cnstuin baa very generally prevailed among 
govcruora of acting on such suggestions, an if they were proofs of guilt i 
and that, even witltoul letting the snspecled person know that he has been 
ftccuaed. Thus Sir P* Maitland complained of Gait privately to the seeietary 
of Btale, and the complaint was communicated to the directors, who;^ of 
course, were prejudiced against their figent, whilst tlie latter in yaiu. en- 
deavoured to discover the real grounds of that prejudice. 

To tbin w^is added anoiber and a very different complaint against the 
nnfortunate subject of our memoir. Unlorlunately for himself, he had con- 
ceived it possible (as indeed it wm) to combiue with a profitable sale of 
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l&iiik for the CflJiiula Company j a bpucvolent |irt>Tiuiou for tliE ihoasmnlii 
of «iujgruuts iuto the colony from tliL' muLljer einnury. I J in plgn wiiis wi;%i', 
and far setfiijg, Fiom lln; nuture of iu u eousidenibii? outliiy whs utHnvssttry 
ut first, to provide uccoiBiitodtiLioii for tLc poor labouroi^^ luid iiliiiuHl cijuujly 
poor settlers ; but tbiU oulliiy wftft so mtinaged, iw Ut eiiHuri^ itv<?uLuully nut 
only rt'piiyinent, but cousideruble profit to tbt* conipimy ; wliile ii laid ibn' 
foundalioii of permaiieiat yti^iigLli aud prosperity to tlie colony. Mr, GaJL 
proceeded on this s^dietne wiLli bis cburacieristit! ener^jy, aitd of \un Hucct'sa, 
even so eiurly as IW^Sl, t\w clearest testimony wflb givt'ii by a most intelli- 
gent luid wlioUy disinterested vvituess, Mr. l-'ellowsj a grent btid wg«iit in tlie 
United BtatiL'i. Tbis geiitlemim having vi.Miied tbe ^illftge of Uuelpb^ 
finmtled by Mr. Gait, llius speaks:^'* Coiisidt?ring tlie short period of time 
tkiit bus elapNf^d siuce tbu vUbge witn founded, lUid that it is only iibout 
eigbteeii moiitliH sluee it wm an entire foi'est, tbe number of baildingK and 
ihe popiibuioi) iire proofs of uncommon induistrj' loid enterprise." He tulds^ 
OS Ills '* most decided opinion," that '* all tbe proec edings of Mr, Gait aud 
Ilia asi^intuut, Mr, Prior, have bi^en exceedingly jndieiouH ; ibat iftt' impnni- 
meitts fmiw been htdiapettmlde to thu sale uitd fii'ttL'mvfti uf tkv citmjmHif'n 
IttHiis — -that tbe outlays for mcclniuicB' and labourers' wages are uh moderate 
03 in uHiuil in a new and iiiiMettled cowntry — ibut the Holes made, have been 
ut good prices, and llm cash payments larger than oiie usually received from 
the first F5ettlera in ti new tract of land/^ — and *' that tbe ceriifictileHj eoQ- 
tracts, und letters tire in very suitable form, and the books arc well adapted 
to exliihit correct and accurate views of the eiffaii^s of tbe company. Upon 
the whole," coijdndes Mr, Fellows, '* I beg leave most respectfully to state 
to the company my decided opinion, that Air. Gall's agency has been con- 
ilucied with sound judgment, and ajmtpvr rajard U> tronfrmt/, ainl ihi' ihIc' 
rests of the compaifif; and that bis proceeilingw have promoted their best inte- 
rests ; and 1 believe the company caunot more effectually promute their 
own viewrs, ihati by delegating to liim the most ample discrrLiooaiy 
jmwerii" 

Honourable and unimpeachable as was this testimony to Mr. Gull's 
nprightncHs and ability^ it was met at borne by a senseless clamour at the 
outlay, and the conseqncnt tUminution of the dividends. The price of sharcB 
fell in the market ; and Mr, Gait woh superseded ! He had to console him- 
self, liowevcr, with the rccoDcction that he was not treated worse, nor 
indeed quite ao ill, as the great Columbus, who, for adding a new world to 
the Spanish empti'e, vvu» sent home in chains ; and if gratitude was not tbe 
peculiar feature of tlm Canada Company, in the nincteenlh tcntuiy, neither 
was it of the eutholic ??overeigns, Ferdinand and Isabella, in tlie sixteenth. 

Mr. Gait returnf?d to England poor, with a family dependent on him, and 
with a broken constitution, but witli tlie jaide of conscious integrity. He 
was even incarcerated by a reverend doctor, one of his oldest acquaint one e»» 
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[And wbo had been for about forty years a partner with ids wife'n fatber ; ukd 
ftl length WHS under the Imrd necessity of Inking the benefit of tlie Insolveni 
Act. In raeutioniiig this last mortifying: eircnmMtaiicts he patheticjilly says: 
— " This tnLQsaotion and wimling up of my phiJnnLliropic di-eiun ift stated 
with as little emotion iis pOKsiblt' ; but il was ttot mtft'lL'* 

There ia soinetlunf? ineipresaibly touching in the tjicture which, for ten 
ycnrg from this period, the tnily ffoh/i; fipirit of John Gnll prenentSt fie- 
peuding ou ftiitho]^hi|i for the feusteniiuice of himself, his wife, and children, 
slmggLing with disf>EL»e — tindergoiDg' no less ihaji ftmrtern jsnccessive 
iiltackM of pjurjilysia — till hi;^ body hepftmfl ft mere wreck, yet still tena- 
ciously chugging to the powers of intdJeot, and dictating to an anmnueiisis 
when he had no longer the power to wield n pen. For the niOMt ptirt, he 
bore these heavy dispt nsations with the fortitude of a man and the suh- 
mii^siou of ft Christian ; yet, now^ and then, he was miidly sensible of bi» 
forloni stute ; and in one of iboBC niooilfi he er>mpo»ed lines wldch cannot 
be read without emotion :-^ 

" Ha|iles!*, forgotten, sad, and lame, 
On one lone sent the livelong day, 
I muHu of yoiith, and dreams of fame^ 
And hopes,, and wishes — all away !! 

" No more to me, with carol gay, 

Shall mounting lark from paHture rise ; 
KorTnrezes blund on upland play ; 
jSor far, fair seenea my steps entice. 

" Ah J never more, beneath the skies, 

The winged heait Hhall glowing woar; 
Nor e'er be reach' d the goal or prize ; 

The spells of life enchant no more. 

** The burning thought, the boding sigh, 

The langiiid limbs, that with'ring lit', 
Tlie pow'rlesa will's effectless zeal* 
All these are mine— and Heav'n bestows 
The gifl>i, bnt Ktili rtiud them woes," 

Whilst the projector and priu^lictLl benefactor of the Canada Company was 
thus pining in dtsregarded misery, the company itself was thriving even 
beyond his sanguine expectations. His plans, which they had before 
scouted and condemned, they now directed to be renewed. Shares bought 
aJt seventeen potiuib were selling at hfty-llve, and in little more thun one 
year the shareholders had made nhovajhur htiitdrvd thotfsami ptntnds f 
Gait points to these facts, in no feeling of bitterncfis ; but, on th** contrary, 
as allaying his sense of pei-sonalrniUtby the reflection that hisucheracs and 
plans for the good of others were at last fully vindicated* His bodily sutler- 
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inga termmftted at Greenook, on tUe lltli of April, 1B39, when he had olmoit 
conoltidetl hie sixlietlt yean 

It only remains for us to tkike a brief notice of liia literary prodaotloiui, Tha 
moHt original, i» bis own estinmtiou as well m in the world's, ftre those 
which de]inLMitt% with the uaimtici humour and colloqiuiiil diction wbieli be 
derived from his mother^ the peculiiir habiLs and manuen* of tho district 
wliich gave him birth. The first luihlislied of these was the ** Ayrslure 
LegftteejiT'' which iippciired in Bhickwood'a Miigazine, in IHW nnd 1^*21, 
B.nd, becoming at oooe popular, was soon followed by the " Aiiimls of the 
PiiriKh," and the ** Provost." To this class oJ«o belong the '* Entail," ** Sir 
Andrew WyMe," the '* Steamboat," and the ••Gathering of tlje West;" 
and oil were given to the world within the three years immediately preceding^ 
his engagement with the Canada Company. 

But hh had long before appeared as an author. We say nothiag nf 
•^' The Battle of Lai7Sj" and other poetical effusions, wliicb appeared ia 
periodicals J but his first fie rio us attempt at literature was in 18 L2, in a 
quarto volume, cntitlodi " Voyages and Travels, in the years lftf)H, 1810, 
and 1811 ;" which was followed, the next year, by '* Letters from the Le- 
vant, " iii octavo. In IHl'^l, too, he wrote *vRellectionH ou Political and 
Commercial Subjects." Theac works were in general bnt ill received, 
chiefly flom defects of style ; for they contain many just and s+hrtiwd obaer- 
vatloiiH, nnd Rome which were strikingly anticjpativo of subsequent event s. 
It U probable^ too, that they reconimetjded the author to Dr. Tilloch, the 
eilitor of the Philosophical Mugazine, and proprietor ef the Star news- 
paper, whose daughter Mr. Gait about that time married. The statistical 
researcheK which these productions required, led the author to that remiu-k- 
able period of our political history which he haa ohly eanvtus&ed in " the 
Life and Administration of Cardinal Wol-jpy/' a work twice puhlished, (in 
IN 1*2 and IHIH,) and which m now given a third time to the render. 

Wolsey's was not the only life written by Gait. In IHH! he puhlished 
that of Mr. West, from materials wlioUy supplied hy the worthy presi- 
dent himself. In 1H30, he wrote a^* Life of Lord Byron/' which bus 
been termed coarse and caustic, but which is true, and fair enough. About 
the same time, he pulsllsbed the " Lives of the Players," an amusing com- 
pilation, bnt making no pretensions to onginality. 

Soon after hiw *' Ayrsliire Legatees," &c., hud attracted public attention, 
he seems to have been tempted (its numberless other writers were) by 
the example of Sir Walter Scott, to enter on the domain of hiatoricai 
romance. In 18'2;], he puhlinbed *' Eingan Oilhai^e " and the '* Spoewife," 
nnd at siibBcqueiit periods " Rothelan/' a tale of the limes of Edward 11 L, 
jMjd " Southenan," of the epoch of the Scottish queen Mary. If the 
Waverley novels had never appealed, these (especially the first, which marks 
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witb a strong ODllijie tlie epoch of the Scottish Reformation) would have 
been ilf^emed remarkable pnblififtlions ; but the gronnd was pi-e -occupied by 
the great inngiciitii, and 

** Wi till 11 that circle none durst walk but he." 

Gait was more at home in describing manners and characters which he 
had peraonolly wituesseil. In 18*20, he flrrote the " Earthijualie," a work 
accurately pahiting' Sicilian habits and sentiments, thongh an extravagant and 
ili-constmcted story. On ihis he justly remarks, that our novels of foreign 
conntrieft generally contain laudable likenesses of eharacters and events 
that might well enough occur in England, but which resemble the scenery' 
and society of the lands in which they are laid, much oh Tom Jones would 
those of Turkey, if the hero were called Hassan Moustapha, or as Koderick 
Random might pass for a Greek, if he were baptised Theodosius Phrago- 
poluB. 

Hie desciiption of Canadian localiiies and events, and of occurrences and 
personages to be met with in the neiglibounng part of the United States, 
was more easily appreciated, and therefore better rehshed by the English 
public^ " Lawrie Todd" and ^' Bogle Corbet" were, therefore, well received* 
In neither nf tliesc was there anything, except the names, wholly ficEitious. 
The writer had in liis mind's eye real individuals, specific localities, and 
events neaily, if not altogether identical with those which he relates. He 
dtrnng tliem tocretber, too, with no mean skill, and consequently both these 
novels were read with avidity, especially by persons who either had con- 
nexions in North Ameiica, oi- contemplated visiting those regions them- 
selves. "In fact (ftap Gall) Bogle Corbet was intended by me to be a 
guide book, particularly in the third volume."—" Canada, indeed, must 
have altered rapiiily if Bogle Corbel be not a true guide to Bettlers uf hi a 
Tank." 

It is needless, and, indeed, ii would be almost endless to, enumerate all 
the minor productions of onr author, many of them only entitled to favour- 
able criticism in considering the pain, distress, and anxiety under which 
they were sent to the press. It rnay be proper, however, to notice that, in 
iHllJ, he put forth a volume of tragedies, one, at least, of which, '"The 
Witness," was vigorously conceived ; that he at one period wrote in the 
" Star," and at another in the *' Cotirier ;" and that he concluded his 
*' strange eventftil history" by taking himself as the subject of his pen, in 
two distinct works, " The Antobiograpby of Jidni Gait," 2 vols. Bvo, 18^13, 
and " The Literan,' Life and Miscellanies of John Gait," '1 vols, l^mo, 1834. 
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Several years ago, while standing in the great quadrangle 
of Christ Church Collegei in Oxford, I happened to reilecl, 
that althoiigh Cardinal Wolsey was one of the most con- 
spicuouB personages of an eventful age, no history of his life had 
yet been written, which showed the influence of his clmraeter 
in its proper light. Without being aware of the extent of 
reading requisite for an undertaking necessarily descriptive 
of the spirit of those times, I began to collect materials for 
supplying the desideratum at ray leisure; and before my de- 
parture for the south of Europe, besides volumes of notes 
and documents, I had composed a narrative; but, as my 
opinion respecting the manner in which the life of a states- 
man ought to be written underwent some change during my 
absence, on my return I was induced to re-model the whole 
of what I had previously prepared for publication; and in- 
stead of a work embracing the biography of other person«J, 
to present one in which the hero shouhl always appear pro- 
minent. I now offer it to the public with much unfeigned 
diffidence; because, although I have endeavoured to render 
it worthy of some attention, I may be disappointed in my 
expectation. 

To the officers of the British Museum I am under great 
obligations, for the facility afforded to my researches; and 
the gentlemen of Jesus College, Oxford, in the politest 
manner, gave me access to the papers from which Lord Her- 
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bert compiled his * History of Henry VIII/ My friend, Mr. 
Tilloch, allowed me tlie use of several very rare and curious 
books; but I owe more to Ms own recondite knowledge 
tban I could have obtained from any library without a guide, 
HO learned, communicative, and obliging. I have also had the 
advantage of having the sheets revised by Mr. Nichols^ of 
whos^ very exact and mmute knowledge of English Antiquities 
the public are sufficiently acquainted ; and I owe to several 
private friends ditferent important hints and interesting sug- 
gestions. Kor ought I to omit mentioning, that during my 
Btay in Palermo I was enabled occasionally to prosecute my 
hifltorical inquiries in the magnificent library of the Jesuits 
in that capital; and that father Gusta, the librarianj a man of 
the most extensive reading, bad the kindness to point out the 
works that were calculated to afford me information. 

With all these aids, and with materials of great magnitude 
and variety^ it may excite surpriete that I should have pro- 
duced so emaU a work; and particuhirly that I should have 
omitted many events well known to the most cursory reader 
of English history, while I have attached consequence to 
minor affairs* But I have endeavoured to imitate tlie classic 
n'odels of antiquity, as I think that it is only the necessary 
Buceession of events which interests posterity; and that many 
transactions in w^hich Wolsey was incidentally engaged, be- 
long less to his memoirs than to those of others. 
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EuaoPE, during the predomitiatice of the papal authority, 
formed, in realitj, but one general state, in wkich the civil 
and military institutions were subordinate to the eccle- 
siastical. The submission jielded to secular superiors, wba 
modified by the various tenure of feudal property. No 
laws existed which the whole of the community conceived 
themselves equally bound to maintain, but such as issued 
from the apostolical throne* By whatever names the pro- 
yinces of Christendom were distinguished, empires, kingdoms, 
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or republics, tlie people and tlieir rulers alike acknowledged 
themselves subjects of the pontiC Royalty did homage to 
superstition; nor was the crown itself allodial, but held of 
the tiai'a. 

The means by which the papal power was upheld and 
exercised, were as wonderfnl as the alleged extent of its pre- 
rogatives. A poitioa of mankind assumed privileges per- 
nicious to the rights of the common race; and the humblest 
member of that nkis^ might aspire to supreme command. As 
inducements to submission, the priesthood promised, to all 
who would most slavishly obey its authority, rewards which 
the vicissitudes of life could not aifeet. Man surrendered 
his reason, and yielded a degree of implicit obedience to the 
pope, such as never existed under any other government 
The management of ail concerns, in consequence, became 
entrusted to the oflBcers of his holiness; and in the fulness of 
the ecclesiastical usurpation, the clergy may be described as 
constituting the will and mind of the political body. 

The long, bloody, and proscriptive wars between the royal 
families of York and Lancaster, reduced the ancient import- 
ance of England as a province of Christendora, and naturally 
gave a preponderance to military rule over an authority 
founded on opinion. The restoration of peace and order was 
favourable to the churcli; and under Henry YIL the clergy 
began to recover their wonted influence, and to put forth 
their former pretensions; but the people, during the civil con- 
flicts, had acquired a military licentiousness of thought, and 
the church was no longer regarded wuth the veneration which 
she had once inspired. In the state, churchmen still attained 
the highest offices, Tliey were, however, generally regarded 
as the members of an order, arrogant by the possession of 
exorbitant privileges, and averse to the social interests of the 
species* Their conduct was viewed with a distrustful and 
inquitiitoriat eye. 

The civil wars also operated to the diminution of the per- 
sonal influence and manorial jurisdiction of the barons. Pro- 
scriptions led to changes in the possession of domains. The 
feudal tenants, accustomed to look upon the hereditary lord 
of the manor as their natural and rightful superior, viewed 
his removal as oppressioHj and considered his successors as 
usurpers. The ancient ties of connexion between the chiefs 
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and the vassak, were generally relaxed, and, in manj in 
entirelj dissolved. The nobles were difided into two fae- 
tioDs; and as the houses of York and LttMtfller altemaleif 
prevailed, each faction was, in its turn, doomed to iO^Er Ito 
vengeance of its rivaL They found it necessarf, fttao^ I0 to 
more around the kin^ than when the soeoessioci 
disputed: — hig friends to maintain his canae — the 
to avoid suspicion — and his adversaries to watdi opporCmil* 
ties of promoting the designs of their own factioi]. Tlie 
splendour of the court was thus augmented; hut the abwDtt 
of the nobility from their castles weakened the whole slroe- 
ttire of the feudal system which supported the oligarchy, aiid 
impaired for ever that formidable power which had resalt^d 
from a constant intercourse of afiPection and authority betweea 
the lords and their vassals. The reign of Henry VIIL was 
not only the most magniticent in the annals of Ei^aiid, bnt^ 
ako^ that in which the king exercised the greatest Istitnde of 
prerogative^ and in which the nobility possesfied the least in- 
fluence. It was later before the fuU extent of tbe good, 
ordained to spring from the evil of the disputed 
manifested itself among the f^eople* 

Although the court presented a scene of gorgeoa { 
unknown in any former period^ the personal animcNrilies aiid 
fierce altercations of the civil wars had produced imoo^ Ihe 
courtiers rude and turbulent manners. They indulged in a 
rough plainness of address^ almost as different from the cere- 
monious courtesy of chivalry, as the easy politeness which has 
since succeeded* England never extilbited such superb 
spectacles of knighthood as in the reign of Henry VIIL; 
but lists and tournaments were no longer regarded as courts 
of equity, nor the fortune of arms a more accurate criterion 
ef guilt and innocence than the verdict of civil tribonak. All 
_ t he parade of chivalry was renewed, but the spirit had de- 
^^krted with the circumstances which had called it forth. To 
H^rofess the sentiments which it had anciently inspired, was 
not, indeed, ridiculous,* but the vows and pageants whidi 
added a gallant drgnity to unlettered valour, ceased to he 
ol^eets of serious concern 1 and were only imitated for the 
amusement of the king. 

^ CeiTftntes wob not bom till the yetr 1M7, nor Bon Quixote pablislicd 
ia SpttiD till 1005, 

b2 
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Tlie civil wars were not more favourable to the advance- 
ment of learning, than to the authority of tlie iiobilitj and 
clergy. During the reign of Henry VI. polite literatui'e had 
made some progreiis. His pacific disposition had led him to 
foster the arts which contribute to the pleasaree of life; but 
from the date of his dethroncTnent they began to decline, and 
the universities ceased to recognise the muses. What was 
called philosophy consisted in the agitation of logical subtle- 
tieSj founded, commonly, on mere verbal distinctions, which 
sharpened, without informing, the understanding. The 
general notion entertained of science was; of sometluiig infi- 
nitely beyond ordinary uses. It was wrapt up in language 
almost as mysterious as the Egyptian hieroglyphics; and 
nothing less waa expected ironi it than a knowledge of future 
events, and the power of conferring wealth and im mortality,* 
In these vain pursuits, many important facts, it is true, were 
ascertained; but they were passed over unheeded and un- 
valued. Divinity was the only study that tended to advance 
the progress of the public mind; and the art of printing 
favoured the prevalent bias of th^age, by multiplyiug the 
materials and excitements of controversy. 

Besides the civil warsj exterior events had contributed to 
alter and expand the views of the English nation. The 
riches wliich Portugal had obtained by exploring the passage 
to India, inspired Spain with adventurous emulation; and 
her enterprises were recompensed hj the attainment of a new 
world. This great achievement roused throughout Christen- 
dom a similar spirit.* Avarice overcame ambition in the 
councils of princes; and sovereigns and subjects, alike eager 
to participate in the golden regions of the west, promoted the 
moral independence of man, by cultivating the means of com- 
merce. A new order was, in consequence, destined at this 
era to arise in society, by which^ in time^ the policy of nations, 
the motives of war, and the modes of rule, were to be radically 
changed. Hitherto, the power of our kings had depended 
on their territorial possessions, and the influence of our nobles, 
on the bread til and fertility of their estates: but the mercan- 
tile order, by gradual accumulation, has since attained an 

* llGiiiy Vllr. wm the first EiiglfFili kiiigf wlio eslabJiehed anftvy* SbipSt 
before liis time, vrere bired from tbe mercUiuits. Tlie Trinity liouae was. 
institiiLed hi 10 1*^^ 
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ascendancy in the realm equal to that of the clergy and nobi- 
lity, and reduced to its subserviency the prerogatives of the 
crown itself. In the reign of Henry VIIL this class had, it 
is true, not assumed any recognisable form; but the principles 
which, by subsequent development, induced all its importance, 
began to affect the designs and treaties of the government. 

This state of the clergy and nobility, of manners, and learn- 
ing, and trade, afforded ample scope for the exercise of an 
ambitious, resolute, ostentatious mind. The following narra- 
tive is an attempt to delineate the operations of a character 
indisputably of this description, and to exhibit a view of the 
influential events by which it was governed, in a period full 
of great emergencies, and fraught with changes affecting the 
interests, perhaps, of the whole human race, — a period which, 
like the present momentous age, may be regarded as one of 
those vast occasional eddies in the mighty current of human 
affairs, by which homes and inheritances are overwhelmed 
and swept away, but which, as the violence subsides, never 
fail to leave behind inestimable riches for the use and im- 
provement of society. 

Thomas Wolsey was bom at Ipswich, in the month of 
March, 1471.* His father, f though of mean condition, pos- 

* Parish registers were not instituted in England till 1535. 

f By some it has been said that he was a butcher, but the foundation 
for the assertion nowhere appeal's. The zealous biographer of the cardinal, 
Mr. Grove, made two journies to Ipswich for the purpose of obtaining in- 
formation there respecting him, but the whole fruit of both expeditions was 
ascertaining the name of Wolsey's father, and that he was a man of some 
substance. Cavendish simply describes him as "an honest, poor man." 
His will, published by Br. Fiddes, from the Registry at Norwich, and 
given by Mr. Singer, runs thus : — 

" In the name of God, Amen. The xxxi. day of the month of September, 
in the year of our Lord God 1496. I, Robert Wulcy, of Ipswich, whole of 
mind and in good memory, make my testament and my last will in this wise. 
First, I bequeath my soul to Almighty God, Our Lady Saint Mary, and to 
all the company of heaven ; and my body to be buried in the churchyard of 
Our Lady Saint Mary of Newmarket. Also, I bequeath to the high autho- 
rities of Saint Nicholas of Ipswich, Qs. Id. Also, I bequeath to the painting 
of the archangel there, lis. Item, I will that if Thomas, my son, be a priest 
within a year next after my decease, then I will that he sing for me and my 
friends by the space of a year, and he for to have for his salary 10 marks ; and 
if the said Thomas, my son, be not a priest, then I will that another honest 
priest sing for me and my friends the term aforesaid, and he to have the 
salary of 10 marks. Item, I will that Joan, my wife, have all my land and 
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1 cessed some property. Persuaded of the apt BJid active genius 
of his soii^ he sent Mm earlj to sehool, and destined hioi for 
tlie service of the churcli. ATTolsejj at the age of fifteen, was 
a student in Oxlbrd, and had already ohtaioed the degree of 
baehelor of arts, which procured him at the university the 
name of the boy-bachelor. Few, so young, with all the ad- 
Tan tages of rank and affluence, attained, in that age, aeade- 
mical hououirs.^ Contlnoing to prosper in philosopli)% he was 
elected a fellow of Magdalen coliege^ appointed a tutor of the 
school,^ and entrusted to educate the three sons of the mar- 
quis of Dorset. The proficiency which the young noblemen 
made under his tuition, and his own conversational accom- 
plishmcnta^ displayed w^hile passing the Christmas holidays 
with their father, procured him the patronage of the marquis, 
who afterwards rewarded him with the rectory of Lymington, 
in Somersetshire.* 

He was at this time bursar of Magdalen college ; but hav- 
ing, without a sufficient warrant, apphed the funds to com- 
plete the great tower of the buildings, he found himself obliged 
to resign, Tlie tower is one of the ornaments of Oxford, and 
may be regarded not only as a specimen of his taste in arehi- 
tectnre, hut as a monument of that forward spirit, and intre 
pid disrespect of precedents, which he so amply manifested in 
greater affairs. 

His disposition, frank and social, often led him to scenes 
and enjoyments unbecoming the grave regularity of the eccle- 
fiiafitical profession. He had not resided long at Lymington 
before he was found concerned in the riots of a lair in the 
neighbourhood; for which one of the justices of the peace 



tenements in the pamli of Saint Kicholas in Ipswicli aforesaidj and mj fre« 
and bond lnuils in tbe pari<ili of Saint Stoke to ^ve and to sell. TIjc residne 
of all my goodi* not before bequeallied, 1 give and bequeath lo the good dis- 
position of Joan, mj vrife, Tliomas, my son^ and TLoraaa Cady, wbom I 
oi'd&in and make my executors* to dispose of for me as theyaball think li€st 
to please Abuigbty God, and protit for my 80ul ; and of this, my te^jtanitnt 
«iid lost wiU, 1 ordain and make Kicbard roiington finper\'i»or, and be for to 
have for his labonr, I'U. -id., and if the said Riebarti deserve more, be for 
to bflve more of .loan, my Tfife, Item, 1 bequcatli to TbomiiuH Ciidy, my 
eseecntor aforesaid, ly«-4rf." — The name in Lodge's Portraits ia spdt Witlny; 
in Smith'H Book of Autographs it ia also Wuiry, and there are said to be 
two nnpublished letters extant, bearing the Hignaliire so spelt.^ — W. li, 
* He was instituted Oct. 10, 1500. 
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subjected liim to disgraceful punkhment* Wliether tki^ wms 
just or inooosideraie, it could not but sen e to render hi^ local 
intercourse irksome. He therefore remoyed from Ljnung* 
toD, aod was reeeiired as one of the domealae f^^m^f^tlft^■^ of 
archbishop Dean. At the death of that pfdale ko mmi Hi 
Calais, where sir Richard Kanfan, then treafiare 
him to manage the business of his office* In this 
Wolsej conducted himself with so much discretioo, that i^ 
Richard was induced to exert hid influeDce to procnre hia 
promotion, and succeeded in getting him nominated one of 
the chaplains to the king. 

Wolsey, when he obtained this situauon, possessed manj of 
those endowments which, at court, are o^n more advan- 
tageous than virtues. He spoke and acted with a gen&wm 
assurance; and that superioritj of deportoient which, in iIm 
glare of his full fortune, was fdt so like arrogance, seemed 
then only calculated to acquire and secure refipeci. In tlie 
performance of his duty, he had frequent opportnnitiea of im* 
proving the impression of liis exterior accomplishments; and 
hijs advancement accompanied the development of his teloitai 
Tlie abbot of the rich monastery of St. Edmund appointed 
him to the rectory of Redgrave, in the diocese of Karwidi; 
Fox, bishop of Winchester, who at that time held the prifj 
seal, and sir Thomas LoYell, then chancellor of the exchequer, 

* Fiddes says tbftt he was put In the stoeks ; by t C«rendiah mtr^j mji^ 
thut sir Amias Paulet "laid bim bj the heels.** Mr. Sin^r Qhsenra: 
** the ground for the asderdon as to the stocks and th» di^orderlT caadacl ic 
a fair, neenm to rrat upon no eaifier authoritj than Uiat of air John Uar- 
riAgtou. Store represents Wolsej as the ii^ured piuty : 

*' * Wroog'd by a knig^ht, for do desen of mine." ** 

** And being tbere for that intent, (the b^ing ordiunedO one sir Anu» 
FfiuleC, knigbt, dwelling in tbe country there^abotit, took an ooeaston of 
displeasnie against him, but opou what ground I know not ; insomuch that 
he was so bold as to set the (jchoolmaiiter by the heels daring his dif- 
pleasure, vrUich affh>nt was afterwards; neither forgot&en nor forgiTen; 
for vrbeij tlie sclioobuaster motinted »o high ns to be hird chanceUor of 
England, be yrns not DbKvioua of the old dbplensnre no9l cmeUy ministered! 
to him Ity sir AmiaSj but seut for hiiii, aiid uftcr a very sbnrp reproof, enjoined 
him not to depart out of London withcmt licenoe first obtained, so that he 
oontinaed in Ibe Middle Temple tbe space of five or six yean* who afterwards 
lay in the gate-bouse next tbe fetreet, wbieh he re-edified, and mmptumialy 
beautified all uver^ on tlie oot^ide, with the cardinal's armft, baa haft, his eog- 
niz&oce, and badges, with other deuces, in so glorious a manner, as hethon|^l 
thereby to have appensed Lis old displeasurer — Cavmdiah. 
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also distinguished hira by their friendship.* They thought 
that his uncommon capacity might be usefully employed in 
affairs of state; and, accordinglyj while the treaty of marriage 
was pending between the king and Margaret the dowager of 
Savoy, they proposed him at> a fit person to be sent to her 
father, the emperor Maximilian, on that business. The king 
had not before particularly noticed Wolsey; but^ after con- 
versing: with him on this subject, he was satisfied with Ms 
qualifications, and commanded him to be in readiness for the 
embassy. 

The court was then at Richmond, from which Wolscy pro* 
ceeded, with his despatches, to London, where he arrived about 
four o'clock in the afternoon. He had a boat waiting, and in 
less than three hoars was at Gravesend. With post-horses, 
he got, next morning, to Dover, reached Calais in the course 
of the forenoon, and arrived the same night at the imperial 
court. The emperor, informed that an extraordinary ambas- 
sador had come from England, immediately admitted him; and 
the business being agreeable, was quickly concluded, Wolsey, 
without delay, returned. He reached Calais at the opening 
of the gates; found the passengers going on board the vessel 
that brought him from England; embarked; and, about ten. 
o'clock, was landed at Bovej', lielays of horses having been 
provided, he reached Richmond the same evening. Reposing 
some time, he rose, and met the king as he came from his 
chamber to hear the morning sendee. His majesty, surprised, 
rebuked him for neglecting the orders with which he had been 
charged: "May it please your highness," said Wolsey, **I 
have been with the emperor, and executed my commission, to 
the satisfaction, I trust, of your grace*" He then knelt, and 
presented Maximilian's letters. Dissembling the admiration 
which, such unprecedented expedition excited, the king in- 
quired if he bad received no orders by a pursuivant sent 
after him? Wolsey answered, that he had met the messenger 
as be retumedj but, having preconceived the purpose for 



* ** Wolsej lifid not only the tiddress and good cjaalitiefi necessaiy to tlis 
acqalBitioJi of f^uch friends, l>ut idso retained them to tlie last. The afTection 
of BlBhap Fox in appureut in the last leuer which he wrote to him ; and sir 
Thomais Lovell'e^ esteem yius manifested to the elo^e of hia life^ for he leaves 
Lim in his will * a atonding cup of golde, and one hundred marks in golde/ " 
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which he was sent, he had presumed, of his own accord, to 
supply the defect in his credentials^ for which he solicited his 
majesty ^s pardon.* Tlit^ l^ing, pleased with this foresight, and 
gratified with the result of the ne-gotiation, readily forgave bia 
temerity; and, commanding him to attend the couDcil in the 
afternoon, he desired that in the meantime he would refresh 
himself with repose. Wolsey, at the time appointed^ reported 
the business of his mission witli so much deamess and pro- 
priety, that he i-eceived the applause of aU present ; and tho 
king, when the deanery of Lincoln became vacant, bestowed 
it on him unsolicited.t 

It has been alleged that bishop Fox, in order to counteract 
the power of the earl of Surrey, who then monopolized almost 
the whole favour and patronage of the crown, was induced to 
promote, and avail himself, of AVolsey's rising genius. What- 
ever were his motives, it may be inferred, that the per^^mal 
merits of Wolsey were beginning to awaken the envions ap- 
prehensions of that sordid race, who ascribe the prosperity o£ 
others to any cause rather than to the efforts of ability, and to 
ivhom talents form a matter of offence. 

Wolsey had not long been dean of Lincoln, when Henry 
YJI, died (22 April, 1509}, and was succeede<l hy Ids only 
surviving son, tlien in the eighteenth year of his age. The 
claims of the rival families of York and Lancaster were united 
in the person of Henry VIII. He also inherited from his 
father greater treasures than any English monarch had ever 
before enjoyed. Nor was he less di^Jtinguished by the gifia 
of nature than by those of fortune. His figure was eminently 
handsome; his spirit courageous; and his temper, though hot 
and arbitrary, disdained the practice of equivocation. During 
the life of his elder brother, prince Arthur, he was intended 
for the church; and to the effects of this design historians 

I * Storet makes tbe cardinBl deaciibe bis mjfision very prettilj : 

^^_^ ** The Argoimutic veeael never past 
^^H Witli swifter course aloDg the Colchion main, 

^^^^^^ Than my small bark, with fair and steady blast, 
^^^^^^L ConveyM me forth^ and reconvey'd again. 

^^^^^^^ Tliiice bad Arctums driv'n hin restless wain, 

^^^^^ And beav^n's brigbi lamp tbe ilay bod thrice revif 'd 
^^H From first departure, till 1 last amv'd**' 

^^ + He wiB collated Feb, 2, KjOS. 
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have ascribed his erudition, and the personal share which he 
took in the controversies of the Reformation. He delighted 
in magnificent spectacles, and was pas^iooatelj fond of eques- 
trian and athletic exereises— amusements to which the princes 
and nobles of England have ever been partial. At his acces- 
sion he was calculated, by his person and manners, to attract 
the admiration and aifectiona of the multitude; and bj his 
knowledge and capacity to obtain the esteem and indulgence 
of the discerning few, By the judicious advice of liis grand- 
mother, he selected for ministers those counsellors of his 
father who were the most respected for their caution and wis- 
dom,* And no money being required from the people, the 
affairs of the kingdom were managed with discretion and 
popularity. The state of Europe was also, at this time, auspi- 
cious to the prosjKjrity of England. 

The emperor Maximihan, with a view to secure to his 
family Burgundy and the Netherlands, which he held only in 
right of his wife, courted the alliance of the young king. His 
advances were favourably received; for it was thought that 
Henry VI T. had not acted with his usual perspicuity by ac- 
quiescing in tiie cession of those opulent territories to a poten- 
tate, already the greatest in Christendom; and that their 
entire annexation to the dominions of Austria ought still to 
be resisted, Lewis XII., of France, was at war with several 
of the Italian states, and was endeavouring to incorporate with 
his kingdom Bretagne, which he had obtained by marriage 
with the heiress; a marriage which Henry VII. was equally 
blamed for having suffered to take place without opposition. 
Ferdinand of Aragon, who, by marrying Isabella of Castile^ 
and by repelling the Moors from Grenada, became sovereign 
of all Spain, ha<l reasons no less powerful for maintaining an 
intimate alliance with England* His daughter, Xatherine, 
was the queen of Henry VIII. The inducements which had 
led to this connexion were strengthened by uncertainties in 
his political relations with the French king, and by peculiar 
circumstances in the matrimonial condition of Katherine, She 
had been first married to her iiusband's elder brother. After 
Ms death, a questionable licence had been obtained from the 



^ Lord Herbert remarks^ tbat tbere was no Imwyer in this admlni^ 
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pe, and under it her second marriage wis oomp 
ames IV. , of Scotland, had married Henry's MeA 
^t the close of the late rei^ a slight coohiefis had, bowevcr^) 
arisen between the courts of Edinburgh and London, < 
&ioned by the preference which Scotbind, according to aDCi^itl 
policy, g^Lve to the views of France; but tu> werwoM hoetility 
was apprehended, and the congeniality between tbe characters 
of the two monarchs seemed likely to draw them into parti- 
cular friendship* 

No schism had jet, to any apparently dangerous extent, 
disturbed the concord of Christendom- Savonarola, who F 
ventured to attack the enormities of the papal 
of Alexander V 1., was destroyed at Florence, By his < 
the seeds of a reformation, similar to that which afterwa 
spread with such rapidity in Germany ^ were, in Italy, totalljr] 
exterminated. The inhabitants of that branch of the Alps 
which stretches towards the Pyrenees had, indeed, separateil 
themselves from the church of Rome; but they were a simple 
people, and held little intercourse with the rest of Cb 
dom. In Bohemia, a few followers of John Huss and Jer 
of Prague, preserved, rather than asserted, their principles«1 
In England, from the days of Wickliife, many had dislike^ 
the Roman pretensions, but they were in general of humblal 
rank, unconnected, and only united in enmity against the 
ignoiiint and luxurious clergy.* 

At this period Wolsey was in the thirty-eighth year of his i 
age. Although a priest, be irequented the entertainments of th© J 
young courtiers, of 'which he partook with the gaiety of secu-i 
lar freedom. One ofhi:* Oxford pupils had succeeded to the 
marquisate of Doi-set, and was an intimate companion of the 
king. In liis company, Wolsey probably obtained opjxjrtu' 
nities of studj^ing the temper and inclinations of his master, 
and of recommending himself to his etrious favour by the 
knowledge of public affairs which, in the midst of pleasure 
and dissipation, he dextrously took occasion to display. Riches 
and honours Ifowed upon him. In the first year of Henry he 
ved a grant of lands and tenements in London, was ad- 

« Henry VIll. woa Llie first king of Englaoil vLo Lad any correspondence 
nth the Siriss. 
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initted to the privy council, and appointed almoner.* Soon 
after^ the king gave him the rectory of Torrington, made him 
canon of the collegiate church of Windaor, and registrar of 
the order of the Garter. Archbishop Bambridge appointed 
him to be a prebendary in the cathedral of York (1512), where 
he vfm i^oon advanced to the deanery. And the pope, in- 
formed of his increasing ascendancy over the monarch, allowed 
liim to hold benetices to the amount of two thousand marks 
annually, though consisting of more than three parochial 
churches, if a. precedent for such a dispensation could be found 
in the records of England. But no particular office in the 
state was committed to his charge until after the Frt^nch war 
(in 1513), of the origin and principal events of which it may 
not be improper to give a brief relation. 

The restless and turbulent Julius II*, in the prosecution of 
his ambitious temporal designs?, had invoUed idmself in con- 
tinual quari-els with several of the Italian states^ and by his 
imperious conduct had produced a rebellion even in the con- 
sistory itself. The cardinals who disapproved of his violence, 
and whom he had excommunicated, called a council, which 
was formed at Tours, under the protection of Lewis XII, 
They resolved that the sentence of excommunication against 
them was void; and that a monitory message should be sent 
to the holy father, in hope of inducing him to act with more 
moderation and justice. They also agretid, that, in the event 
of their message being contemned, he should be called before 
a general couneii Julius despised their admoniliou, and 
treated their message with contempt. They, in consequence, 
proceeded to give eftect to their resolutions, and summoned 
him to appear at Pisa. Until this decisive step, the emperor 
sided with the schismatic cardinals; but as they had begun to 
jnanifest an undue predilection to the interests of France, he 
availed himself of it to separate from the confederacy, and to_ 
join the pope. "" 



• *' TJie king gave him the house nt Bride w*;ll, in Fleet Stiieet, whieliliad 
belonged to mt Kicliard Empsou, but had merged t<i ib"^ crowu hy \tE lute 
owner's attainder. Jt aprteiLrbi to have been a jjriucely dwelling, for in the 
present an orehartl and tnelve gardona are enumerated as belonging to it. 
The grant hearq date in ir*in» The properly stood upon the gronnd now 
oceupied hy Stjiabury Sijuare and Dorset Street, its gardens reaching to tlio 
hanks of the river." — Sitif.'tr. 
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JaHoai in tbe mem tine^ fining ^it the 
X^ewis had sent into Itilj, Air tfae irtmiMB 
porting tbe cause of the cardiaal% tat m 
conquests for France, were xnal _ 

endeavoured to gain the as^&uoee of &|^iBii. Wktr 
purpose, as a mark of higli ^voor, be icnt to tta 
golden rose^ with the pap«l benedictko, mad 
with complaints against the tinfiliai tggrcttioas dt X^evv. b 
this letter he employed ererj topic of pezsottioa Aii ta 
thought likdj to infiuenee tbe joung^ aideai nnd ef Huaj, 
He invoked hj the mercies of Christ, bj tbe taite ef Irift 
own famous ancestors, and by bis dnty ta liie ctaicb, ia joia 
in the league against the Froicb end cvAvIs, e&rie^ 
the distinguished honour of de^janng bim tbe diaef end pt^* 
teetor* 

Independendj of tbe gratiBcation wbicb Hemr re e eifed 
jrom the pope's letter, and tbe majk of dialiiicticm wbidi le- 
companies it, ambition prompted him to seek aa up^imtaaatj 
of signalizing himself. Bearing the title of king of Fnacep 
he was desirous of asserting the ligbts wbidi tbat title 
implied. Besides personal considemtions, tbere were polifie 
and more solid reasons to authorise a war with Fnnce. 
Lewis heightened the dissension between tbe pope mmA tbe 
cardinals for his own particular advantage. It wassaapected 
that his enmitj to Julius arose ^m a wi^h to piace a creatare 
of his own in the apostolical chair, and, tbc2ie£bre, it was 
thought not onl}- pious, but also prudent policy for Ei^laiid 
to interfere, in order to preveut the violation of tbe cbnrrh, 
and the aggrandizement of her ancient rival, bj tbe acquisi- 
tion of new territories in Italy. The ^*li«b mimsteny 
therefore (lol2) decided on war* An embassy was sent to 
Lewis, requiring him to delist &om hostilities. He disre- 
garded the request. A herald was then dispatched in form 
to declare the ancient claims of the English kings to the 
crown of Fnmce, and to demand restitution of Normandy, 
Guienne, Anjoii^ and Alayne* as the patrimonial inheritance 
of Henry. War ensued. The king resolved to invade France 
in person, in conjunction with Maximilian.* The commis^' 
riat of tbe army destined for this great undertaking was 

• The Etiglisk monarch boded mt Calais in Jtiae, 151^. 
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committed to Wolsey. The office was certainly little 
naut to his profession and former pursuits, but it was his 
racter to be equally Jit for every kind of business, and the 
duty was performed to the satisfaction both of the army wi^ 
of the king* 

The forces amounted to fourteen thousand men. Being 
joined by the imperialists, they proceeded to invest Teroueonaj 
in Artois, a town defended by a deep ditch, bulwarks, an4 
heavy ordnance. The king soon after amved at the camp^ 
where the emperor, assuming the red cross of St. George, 
received a hundred crowns a day as tlie soldier and vassal of 
Henry. Terouenne was not at first so closely invested but 
that on the side towards the river Lys, a way waa left open 
by which succours might be thrown in. The French resolved 
to avail themselves of this advantiige. Accordingly, Lewis, 
who lay at Amiens with about twenty thousand men, senl 
forward a large detachment of cavalry; btit before they hi 
reached the scene, tlie alUes had drawn their lines closer, an( 
debarred all access to the town. The French abandoned 
their enterprise and retreated. When they thought them- 
selves out of danger, some, impatient of heat, took off their 
helmets; others dismounted from their horses, and the whole 
fell into a state of disorder that invited surprise. In this 
condition they were surrounded by a party sent in pursuit of 
them. Though they boasted of possessing many of the best 
warriors of France, the rout and confusion became irresistible. 
The duke of Longuevilie, Eayai'd, Fayette, Clermont, and 
Btissy d'Ambois were made prisoners in the pursuit. This 
singular encounter received the appropriate appellation of the 
Battle of the Spurs,* Terouenne immediately surrendered^ 
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• Fatlier Daniel, in liis accoont of this li attic, gives an iuterefitirig aiu 
cLarojctemtic imecdote of Bujoi'd. Tlie cljevuller, witli onJy fifteen nien alL^ 
arms, Hgbting m he letrtated, goiued n bridge, over which only two troopers 
could pass abreast. On thb post, he repulsed a detachment of the imperial 
cividry ; but a party of English nrchers getting to hh i-ear, he told liia 
soldiers that it was proper they should Hurreiuder, to avoid the destruetive 
effects of the aiTows. Wliile waiting, for this purpose^ till the enenij could 
come up, observing, m a short distance, a man at armf» of the combined forcfs, 
resting, fatigued, at the foot of a tree, with his helmet on the grouud, ho 
instonUy rode to hinn. ** Siurciider, cavalier," cried Bayard, ** or you ure tt 
dead manJ' The aistonisheii gentleman at ooee resigned his sword. " 1 am 
<;aptaiji Bayard," added the chevalitr, *' and 1 now surrender myself your 
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and the king, with the emperor as his yassol, ni&de a triumphal 
entry on the 24th of August, 1513. Marimilian then left 
the army, and Henry, having ordered the fortifications to 
be levelled, laid siege to Toui*nay* Though the town was 
of no great extent, the peasantry, by flying to it for shelter^ 
had increased the population to no less tlian eighty thousand 
souls. Famine soon followed; a capitulation was therefore 
inevitable, and the king of England was speedily admitted to 
the sovereignty. A new bishop had lately been nominated to 
the see, but not installed. Henry, conceiving that he had 
acquired by conquest a right to dispose of the bishopric, gave 
it to Wolsey, a iiroceeding contrary to the rules of the church, 
and which afterwards occasioned much vexation and trouble 
to them both. 

WJiile the army lay before Terouenne, the Lion of Scot- 
land, in his herald's garb, arrived in the camp, and demanded 
an audience of the king. The purport of this ceremonious 
message was to obtain reparation for injuries alleged to 
have been suffered by the Scots, with a pro visionary de- 
claration of war if satisfaction was refused,* Justly eonader- 
ing that James was instigated to this measure by the FrencJi, 
who were anxious that war should be declared by tScotland 
in order that the English army might be withdrawn from 
France to defend the kingdom at home, Henry returned a sharp 
and reproaeliful answer. " Now,-* said he to the hei-ald, 
" we perceive the king of Scots, oiu' brother-in*law, and your 
master, to be the same sort of person that we always took 
him to be. Notwithstanding Ms oath, his promise on the 
word of a king, and his own hand and seal* to his perpetual 
dishonour and infamy, he intends in our absence to invade 



prisoner. Take ray swdnl ; bnt on condition tliiU it shiJJ be reslored, if» in 
going to jotir camp, I BhoU happen to be instilted/' Bujiu-d, after staying 
in the eamp de%'«ml days, grew aaxioD» for new ciilerpri&ies, and Tei|nBsle4 
llie man at ana» to procEii'e bim liberty to retam to the French camp. 
*^ Wbere is your ratiaom, chevalier?" answered the man at arms, ** A^ 
where is yours?" replied Buyurd, "for you are my prifioner." The coutro^ 
versy that ensued was refeired to the kings tU iuiiij», but Lhey had no law for 
snch an extraordinary cast? : appeal was therefore made to Henry and Maxi- 
milian, who decided io favour of Bayard^ and he wa3 permitted to return into 
France. It may be inferred from this occurrfiace, that, in those days, prisoners, 
on occoiiTit of their ransoms, were still considered as belonging to tlie soldiers 
who took them. I was not aware that the practice hod contiiiued ao late. 
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deeply ajffected by the death of James, He applied imme- 
diately to the pope to revoke the sentence of excommunica- 
tion, in order that the body might be interred in St, Paiil*s» 
in London, with the honours and solemnities due to the 
remains of so august and gallant a knight. The dispensation 
was readily granted; biit doubts arising whether the Scottisli 
king was actually slain, and it being reported that the body 
found on the field of battle w^as not really his, the funeral 
was never performed. The corpse which Surrey brought 
from Fhadden was seen, long after, lying in a waste room ia 
the monastery to which it had Ijeen conveyed. 

The Scottish nation, astonished and afflicted by so great 
E calamity, scarcely made any preparations for the defence 
of the country; but the English government had the magna- 
nimity to grant peace without stipulating for any advantage. 
This unprecedented libei^ality bad the effect of forming a 
party, among the Scottish chieftains, favourable to England, 
and averse to the policy which had for so many ages involved 
their country in the projects and misfortunes of France. 

After the taking of Touniay, Henry returned homCj with 
all that could recommend a sovereign to the affections of a 
proud and martial people, lie had maintained, on the plains 
of France, the ancient renown of England. The regency had 
been still more victorious; and the people, in the full enjoy- 
ment of prosperity, exulted at so many proofs of national 
pre-eminence* 

Soon after the king's return, the bishopric oi' Lincoln hap- 
pened to become vacant, and it was given to Wolsey; who, 
in taking possessioUj found bis wealth augmented by the 
moveables of his predecessor.* He had been scarcely in- 
vested! with tlds new honour, when York also became 
vacant, and he was advanced to the arehiepiscopai dignity.J 

* He Uai been prflvbuRlj' nominated by the king, bishop of Tounmy, — 
Cmfendish. 

* He waa consecrated on the 2i.hh of Maireh^ 1514. 

I '* After ivhicb solemnization done, and lie being in |iofl«)«asion of the 
arobbkbopric of York, and Primas An<flia^, thought hitrmdf snfficient to 
compare with Canterbury j and Ihertfore elected his crosa in tlie court uid 
in every otlier place, as well in the preaencfl of the nrchbishop of Canterbuiy 
and in the prt^einet of liis jiirirtdiclion, an ekewhere. Ami funisnintb ii» 
CiuiierbuTy claimetb Briperiority and obcdifince of York, as he dolh of all 
other bishops within this redm, fornsmuch as be is Primas totivs AftpliiP^ 
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the Cheviot hills, the ancient scene of the hostile exploits of 
the two nations, and Surrey, being reinforced, advanced 
to meet him where he had encamped on the heights of 
Flodden. The Scots were greatly superior in numbers to 
the English, and equal in v^our, skill, and discipline. But 
numbers, and bravery, and skill weighed light in the balance 
against the fixed and heavy destiny of the Stuarts. For, by 
one of those extraordinary and infatuated errors so frequent 
in the history of that unfortunate family, the king left the 
high ground, and his army was in consequence totally de- 
feated and ruined in the hollow below. Towards the even- 
ing, he was discovered fighting with undaunted constancy in 
the vortex of the battle. His standard was soon after struck 
down. Tossed like a wreck on the waves, it floated and 
disappeared. James, desperate by inevitable ruin, rushed 
into the thickest throng of the spears and arrows, and was 
never seen to return. Next morning, a body was found 
which so strongly resembled the king, that it was considered 
as his. Surrey ordered it to be embalmed, and it was sent 
to the monastery of Shene; but, as James had died under a 
sentence of excommunication,* the rites of Christian burial 
could not be performed without permission from the pope. 
The news of the victory was communicated to Henry by 
the earl of Surrey, and to Wolsey by queen Katherincf 
From her letter, it appears that Wolsey enjoyed the bosom 
confidence of his master, and therefore may be regarded as 
participating in his intentions, and influencing both the man 
and the king. 

The intelligence of this signal triumph was received by 
Henry with great exultation; at the same time, he was 

* The treaty, by the violation of which James was eiLcommuiiicated, is 
signed by Andro of Murray. Bymer's Foedera, xiii. 261 . It was ratified by 
James himself, at Edinburgh, 28th November, 1509. lb. 268. 

f In looking over a book of old papers, in the British Museum^ I found the 
following memorandum, written on the back of the return of a muster roll of 
an officer in the camp of Terouenne. It was probably made when the news 
of the victory arrived. 

** The kinge of Scotts was fownd, slayn, by my lord Dakers, in the fronte 
of his batayll, and also the lord Maxwell and his brother the lord Harryes, 
erle Crauford, who is knowen, and the kynge of Scotts body is closed in lede 
and be kept till the kynges pleasure is Imowen in Barwicke, and were slayn 
XI or XII M. Scotts beside them that were slayn in the chase, and iii bisshops^ 
and of Englishmen but iii c. p'sonys slayn." 
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deeply affected by the death of James* He applied imme- 
diately to the pope to revoke the sentence of excommunica- 
tioD, in order that the body might be interred in St- Paul*B^ 
in London^ with the honours and solemnities due to the 
remains of so aygust and gallant a knight. The dispensation 
was readily granted; but doubts arising whether the Scottish 
king was actually Blain, and it being reported that the body 
found on the field of battle was not really Ms, the funeral 
was never performed. The corpse which Surrey brought 
from Floddeu was seen, long after, lyiiig in a waste room ia 
the monastery to which it had been conveyed. 

The Scottish nation, astonished and afficted by so great 
a calamity, scarcely made any preparations for the defence 
of the country; but the English government had the magna- 
nimity to grant peace without stipulating for any advantage. 
This unprecedented liberality had the effect of forming a 
party, among the Scottish chieftains, favourable to England, 
and averse to the policy w^hich had for so many uges involved 
their country in the projects and misfortunes of France. 

After the taking of To urn ay, Henry returned home, vnth 
all that could recommend a sovereign to the affections of a 
proud and martial people. He had maintalDed, on the plains 
of Francej the ancient reno^vn of England, The regency had 
been still more victorious; and the people, in the full enjoy- 
ment of prosperity, exulted at so many proofs of national 
pre-eminence. 

Soon after the king's return, the bishopric of Lincoln hap- 
pened to become vacant, and it was given to Wolsey; who, 
in taking possession^ found his wealth augmented by the 
moveables of his predecessor** He had been scarcely in- 
vested f with tliis new honour, when York also became 
vacant, and he w^as advanced to the archiepiscopal dignity* J 

* He hod been previouBly TtominAtpd by the king^ bishop of Taummy, — 
Uavendhh. 

* He wiiH coiifvecnited on the 20l1i of March, iJ^l-i. 

{ " After whjcb ^toleinmzation done, und he helng in possessiou of the 
ftrchbkhoprir of York, and Primal An^hitEj thought kimaelf sufRcienC to 
compare ivith Cauterbury ; and therefore erected his cross iji the court and 
in every other place» qs well in the presence of the archbishop of Canterbury 
and in the precinet of hi» jurisdjctionT ns eiaewhere-^ And fomarouch as 
OttntL'ibury claimeth fiiiperiority and obedience of York, as he doth of all 
othor hishopa within this realm, forasmuch as he la Primus totius An^lia'f 
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In the mean time, pope Julius IL® (1 February, 1513,) 
tlie inceEdiary of Cbristendom, had died, and was succeeded 
by the celebrated Leo X., who, with more urbanity of tem- 
per, was no less zealous in asserting the pretensions of the 
church. He opposed the ambition of France with iindi- 
minished yigour, and cultivated the friendship of England by 
the same arts as his predec4?ssor. On asceoding the apostolic 
throne, he consecrated a cap and sword, and sent them ad- 
dressed to Heniy as the most Christian kino^. This title, being 
peculiar to the French monarchB, was received by Henry as 
an omen and assurance of ultimate success in establishing his 
claims to the crown of France. 

But the conduct of Maximilian and Ferdinand in the war 
had dissatisfied the Englisli government, Lewiri, apprized 
of this change, secretly made overtures of peace. The conti- 



and therefore claiinetli^ as a tokeu of im aneieiit obedjeneet of York to abato 
the advtmciiiy of liis croaji in the x»reaence of die croi»s of Cauteibmy; in>t- 
withstimdiiig, York^ iiotliiu^ minding lo deaist from bearing of bis ei-oss in 
tnaniicr as is said before, caii^t^d liis crfjss to be advanced atii borne before 
hiirij as well in the presence of Ctuiterliim' m elsewbere. Wherefore. Cun- 
terburj' being nioTeii tlierewitb, gave York a certain cbet'k for his presuiup- 
tioii i by reason whereof there engenilered some grudge between Canterbuiy 
and York/' — Cmtudish. 

Some reinmks upon a plia-allty of btshoprics haviDg Been made by 
Br. Robert Bai-nes, in a sennon on the 24th Becemk'r, 15*25, at St. Edward s 
church, in Cambridge, certain articies were drawn out from the sermon, upon 
which the doctor yf»n calleii to make answer before the new cardinal. Barnes 
has left us a description of tliis exaiaination. The sixth of the articles wa» 
as follows : ** I will never believe fbiit one man may be, by the law of God, a 
bishop of two or three citie^t^ yea, of a wiiole eonutrj't for it is contrary to 
St, Paulj who saith : i futve lejl tlice hehind^ to !tei in tvcr^ cittf a higkop. 

** 1 was brought before my lord eardina! info his gallery," says Dr. Barnes* 
** Mid there he read uD mine articles, till he cimie to this, and tljeiv^ he {^topped 
and eaid, that this touched liini, and therefore he asked me, if I tbonglit it 
wrong thfttone bishop should have mo many cities underuenthiiim? unto whom 
1 vLBwered, that 1 could uo farther go thau St. Paula text, which &et in 
erery city a bishopu Then asked he me, if 1 thought It now unright (seeing 
the ordinance of tlie ehurch) that one bishop should have so many cities ? 
1 answered that I knew none ordinance of the church, as concerning thiK 
things but St. Paufs saying only. Nevertheless^ I did »ee a coiitran' custom 
md practice in the world, but 1 knew not the original thereof. Tlien Kaid 
he, Uiat in the Apostle's luiie there were divers cities, some seven niile, some 
fidx mile longr and aver them wan there set but one bishop, and of tlieir 
ralmrhs also : so, likewise, now, a bisliop bath but one ciiy to his eatledrai 
ebttrcli, and the oonntry about is as »iibtirb« to it» Metboiight thin wa'* far 
fetched, bat I durst not denv iV* — Barnes Works, 210. Singer, 

c2 
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nuance of hostility afforded bim, indeed, no prospect of 
advantage. Two of liis principal frontier towns were takei| 
the flower of his army were prisoners, and the remainder 
dejected with many defeats. His trustiest confederate, James, 
was no more; and the administration of Scottish affairs had 
devolved on Henry's sister, Margaret, the queen dowager. 
He was himself old, and unable to undergo the fatigue of 
longer ^f aging war againat the tliree greatest princes in 
Europe, combined with the pope, who had abandoned him to 
the vengeance of all Christendom as an odious schismatic. He 
therefore became desirous of reconciliation with his enemieSi 

The duke of Longueville, a prisoner at the court of Lon- 
don, was authorized to negotiate with the king, Lewis being 
a widower, the overtures commenced by a proposal of mar- 
riage between him and Mary, Henry's younger sister* The 
offer was honourable to the nation, and Wolsey exerted him- 
self to accomplish the match. The negotiation, secretly ma- 
naged, was completed before the Spanish or imperial ambas- 
sadors were aware that it was even in progress, Henry was 
allowed to retain Tournay; was to be paid a million of crowns, 
arrears of tribute due to his father and himself; and his 
sister was to enjoy a jointure as large as that of any former 
queen of France. 

The princess, conducted to Paris, was received with every 
external demonstration of welcome (9 October, 1514), In 
the bloom of life and beauty, Mary united to the spirit of her 
brother, and her sister Margaret, a delightful and gay irreve- 
rence for the ceremonious distinctions of her rank. In the 
decay of old age, Lewis, incapable of enjoying the blandish- 
ments of his young queen, was teased and disturbed by the 
sallies of her vivacity. The attendants who came with her 
from England were dismissed; even the lady who had been 
recommended by Wolsey and her brother to assist her with 
advice, was not allowed to remain. The revelries, however, 
of the wedding were scarcely over, when she was released 
from her bondage by the death of Lewis (1 January, 1515,) 
who was succeeded by Francis L 

Mary, soon after this event, informed lier brother, that 
having once married for his pleasure, she would now again 
for her own; and that, rather than be controlled, she was 
resolved to become a nun. The duke of Suffolk was the 
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object of her partiaUtj, and she did not affect to cootittl het 
passion* He had been sent to condole with her on the death of 
her old husband; and she told him, unless he resolved to 
marry her in four days, he should not have a second offer* 
The attachment seems to have been known in France brfore 
the death of Lewis; for Francis, on the daj of the doke^s 
first audience, informed him, that it was oDdet^tood he had 
come to Paris in order to marry the dowager. 

A singular incident occurred at this juncture, which 
served to show how popular the opinion of Wolsey's ex- 
cessive influence over the mind of Henry had become. An 
enthusiastic friar went from London to Paria, and obtaining 
an audience of Mary, told her gravely, it was romotired in 
England that she intended to marry the duke of Suffolk. 
" Of all men/* said the iriar, "beware of him; for I cm 
assure you that he and Wolsey have dealings; with Satan* hj 
which they rule the king for their own ends.'' The mar* 
riage, however, was speedily performed. Henry was offended 
at the indecorous precipitation of the widow; but his anger 
was not inveterate: the interference of Wolsey easily per- 
suaded him to forgive the gallant presumption of his own 
particular friend, and the juvenile levity of a favourite sister. 

In the forty-fifth year of his age, (22 December, 151^5,) 
Wolsey was advanced to the rank of cardinal,* and was 
installed in Westminster Abbey, with circumstances of pomp 
seldom exceeded at the coronations of kings.-!- Aboat the 

• Wolsey, ill bis endeavours to oblain the pall, had relied much on tbe 
assistance of Adrian, bishop of Bath, lumsclf a cardinid, then tbe pope's col- 
lector ill England, but residing^ at Roiae, and acting br Poljdore Virgfil, hta 
deputy. Adrian facing either unable or unwilling to render the expected 
service, Wolsey, coDceivLng that he had been betrsjed, acixed npon the 
deputy- collector, Polydore, and couunitted him to the Tower» whetc he re - 
mainecl, uotwitliKtauding reijeated remonstrances from the couit of Borne* 
until the eleTaiirjii of Wolsey to the cardinalale procured his liberty, ** Thia 
will account for the unfavourable li^ht in which Wolsey is placed in Polj- 
dore VirgiFi!* History,"— Si nf7*T. 

f A highly characteristic circumstance preceded the £iistallalioti. '■* Yet« 
by the way of communication^ ye shall understand tbat the pope sent him 
the hat as a worthy jewel of his honour» diguiiy, and authority, the which 
was conveyed hither in a varlet's budget* who seemed to all men to be but a 
person of small estimation. Whereof York being sdi erti«ed of the basenesa 
of the messenger^ and of the people's opinion and nimour, thought it for his 
honour meet, that so high a jewel should not be conveyed by so simple a 
messenger ; whereof, he cauaed him lo be sUyed by the way. inuncdiately 
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same time, the great seal was given to him for life, with the' 
dignity of chancellor of the realm.* Henceforth he may be 
regarded as the dictator of England; for, although the king 
appeared afterwards personally in every important transac- 

after his amval in England, where he was newly fornished in all nuumer of 
apparel, with all kind of costly silks, which seemed decent for such an. hi^ 
ambassador. And that done, he was encountered upon Blackheath, and 
there received with a great assembly of prelates, and lusty, gallant gentle- 
men, and from thence conducted and conveyed through London, with great 
triumph." — Cavendish. 

* " Now he being in the chancellorship, and endowed with the promotions 
of archbishop and cardinal De Latere, thought himself so fully furnished, 
that he was able to surmount Canterbury in all jurisdiction, and with power, 
to convoke Canterbury and all other bishops and spiritual persons to assemble 
at his convocations wherever he would assign, and to take upon him the 
correction of ministers and matters within their jurisdictions ; and he visited 
all spiritual houses within their dioceses, and he had all manner of spiritual 
ministers there, as commissioners, scribes, apparitors, and all other neces- 
sary officers, to famish his courts; and did present what ministers he 
pleased wherever he liked throughout the realm and dominion. Then he 
had two great crosses of silver, whereof one was of his archbishopric, and 
the other of his Legacy, borne before him wheresoever he rode or went, by 
two of the tallest and comeliest priests that he could get in the realm. 

" And to the increase of his gam, he had in his hand the bishopric of 
Durham, and St. Albans in commendatn : when Dr. Fox, bishop of Win- 
chester died, he did surrender Durham to the king, and took Winchester to 
himself. He had also, as it were, in farm, the bishoprics of Bath, Woroesteri 
and Hereford, for the incumbents of these were foreigners, dwelling abroad, 
and who permitted the cardinal to have their benefices for a conyenient 
yearly sum. He had also attending upon him men of great possessions,, 
and for his guard the tallest yeomen in the realm. 

" And for his household you shall understand that he had in his hall, 
three boards kept with three several officers : that is to say, a steward that 
was always a priest, a treasurer that was ever a knight, and a comptroller 
that was an esquire ; also, a cofferer, three marshals, two ushers in the hall, 
besides two almoners and grooms. Then had he in his hall-kitchen, two 
clerks, a clerk-comptroller, and a surveyor over the dresser, and a clerk of 
the spicery, which kept continually a mess together in the hall. Also, he 
had in the hall-kitchen two cooks, and labourers and children, twelve persons ; 
two yeomen of the scullery, two yeomen of the pastry, with two other paste- 
layers under the yeomen. Then had he in his own kitchen a master cook, 
who went daily in velvet or satin, with a gold chain, besides two other cooks, 
and six labourers in the same room. In the larder, one yeoman and a groom ; 
in the scalding-house, a yeoman and two grooms ; in the sculleiy, one yeo- 
man and two grooms ; in the butlery, two yeomen and two grooms ; in the 
pantry, two yeomen, two grooms, and two other pages ; in the ewiy, as 
many ; in the cellar, three yeomen, two grooms and pages ; in the chandery, 
two yeomen ; in the wafery, two yeomen ; in the wardrobe of beds, the 
master of the wardrobe, and twenty persons beside ; in the laundry, a yeoman, 
and a groom, and three pages ; there were two yeomen purveyors and one 
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tion, the cardinal had acquired such an ascendancy, that the 
emanations of the royal will were, in fact, only the reflected 
purposes of the minister. 

groom purveyor ; in the bakehouse, a yeoman and two grooms ; in the 
wood-yard, one yeoman and a groom ; in th^ gamer, one yeoman ; in the 
garden, a yeoman and two labourers ; porters at the gate, two yeomen and 
two grooms ; a yeoman of his barge ; and a master of his horse ; a clerk of 
the stables, and a yeoman of the same ; a farrier, and a yeoman of the stirrup ; 
a muleteer and sixteen grooms, every one of them keeping four geldings. 
. " Now will I declare unto you, the officers of his chapel, and singing men 
of the same. First, he had there a dean, a great divine, and a man of ex- 
cellent learning; a repeater of the choir; a gospeller; an epistoler; of 
singing priests, twelve ; a master of the children ; twelve singing children ; 
sixteen singing men. In the vestry, a yeoman* and two grooms, besides 
divers retainers, that came thither at principal feasts. 

" As for the furniture of his chapel, it passeth my weak capacity to declare 
the number of the costly ornaments and rich jewels that were occupied in 
the same. For I have seen in procession about the hall forty-four copes of 
one settle, worn, besides the rich candlesticks, and other necessary orna- 
ments to the famiture of the same. 

*' Now you shall understand that he had two cross-bearers and two pillar- 
bearers. In his great chamber and in his privy chamber, all these persons : 
the chief chamberlain, vice-chamberlain, a gentleman usher, besides one of his 
other chamber, he had also twelve ushers and six gentlemen waiters ; also, he 
had nine or ten lords, who had each of them two or three men to wait upon 
him, except tlie earl of Derby, who had five men. Then had he gentlemen 
enp-bearers, and carvers, and sewers, and of the privy chamber, forty per- 
sons ; six yeoman ushers, eight grooms of his chamber, also an almoner 
who waited daily at his board at dinner, twelve doctors and chaplains, a 
clerk of his closet, two secretaries, and two clerks of his signet. 

" And for that he was chancellor of England it was necessary to liave 
officers of the chancery to attend him for the better furniture of the same ; 
first, he had a riding clerk, a clerk of the crown, a clerk of the hamper, a 
chafer. Then had he a clerk of the check, as well upon the chaplains, as 
vpon the yeomen of the chamber. He had also four footmen, garnished with 
rich running coats, whenever he had any journey. Then he had an herald- 
at-arms, a sergeant-at-arms, a physician, an apothecary, four minstrels, a 
keeper of his tents, an armourer, a director of his wardrobe, an instructor of 
his wards, and a keeper of his chamber. He had also daily in his house the 
surveyor of York, a clerk of the green cloth, and an auditor of York. All 
these were daily attending, down-lying and up-rising. And at meat he had 
eight continual boards for the chamberlains and gentlemen officers, having a 
mess for the young lords, and others for the gentlemen. Besides these, 
there was never an officer, or a gentleman, or other worthy person with him, 
but he kept some two or three persons to wait upon them, and all others 
with him at the least had one, which did amount to a great number of 
persons. In all 180 persons." — Cavendish.* 

* The edition of Wordsworth says, 800 ; Mr. Singer's, 600. 



S4 



LIFE OF CARDINAL WOLSEY* 



BOOK IL 



AfTidrs of Europe— Cldm of Francis I. to the duchy of Milan^An «?xti 
ordiuary couDcil Kummonefi by Heiiry^Wolsey's proposal lo assist t 
pope and emperor with money only^ — A system of meuociiig neutrality 
adopted by the cotmcil -in consequence — Maximilian offers to resign the 
empire in favonr of Ilenir — ^lie seek** a reconciliatiou with Frmicia— 
Crusade &guiii!!t the Turks loudh" preached tlironghont Cluiatendom— 
History of Selini — His ambitious projects— The soldanic government 
—Alarm of the Clirisitian princes^ — Array of Chrif^teudom against the 
Tniks — Leo X. appoints legates tn the different coiirtB— Exception of 
Campeggio in Iiondon — Death of Selim— Sufcesaion of Chailes to the 
fpown of Spain — Frnncis seekj* the friendship of Henry — Leagrie between 
England and France — The pope, as well as Charles and Maximilian, 
ftcoede to the league — Treaty of fiflinity and alliance between Henjy and 
Francis— Letter of Henry to Leo — Death of MaximiHan — Francis & 
candidate for the vacant throne — Charaeters of Charles and Francis- 
Conduct of Henry— Charles elected emperor — ^Yisit of Charles to Henry 
— ^Meeting of the courta of France nnd Eugland^ — Treaty concluded there 
— Vi^^it of Charles to Henry at CidaJa^War between Francis and Charles 
—Discontent of the 6 paniarda— Francis invades Navarre — AppealH of 
both sovereigns to Henry — Visit of Wolsey to the emperor at Bruges — 
FruitkHR result of the arbitration — Wolsey proposes and concludes a 
treaty conducive to a cmsade — Death of Ihe pope before it was ratified 
— Character of Leo X. 



When Wolsey was appointed pnme minister of England, the 
affairs of Europe were rapidly advancing towards a new epoch, 
and society was pregnant with great events- The intercourse 
among the different nations was every day hecoming more 
active and multifiu-ious. Besides the concerns of peace or of 
war, the interests of commerce began to press upon the atten- 
tion of statesmen ; venerable doctrines were falling into disre*- 
pute; and the circulation of knowledge^ extending by the art 
€f printings rendered it no longer possible to misrepresent 
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the effects of political actions. The prockmation of occur* 
rences at the market crosses of the townd^ and the promulgti'- 
tion of new laws in the parochial churches, were the onlj 
means by which the English people were anciently infonned 
of the proceedings of their government* The conduct of 
those, therefore, who had the management of public affiun^ 
must have been flagitious indeed, when it was incapable of 
being disguised. Bat, at this period, state delinqueDciea 
could no longer be practised with impunity. The press had 
multiphed the illuminating agents of truth. It was not 
enough, that the minister should study to please only the 
sovereign and his parasites: the people also expected to be 
gratified, and generally in things obnoxious to the court. 
This alteration in the ancient system of rule» little as it was 
at first perceivable, has since insensibly obliged the ministers of 
England to study the will of the nation more than the predi* 
lectiona of the nobles and of the king. 

Francis I., with the usual titles of the French monarch, 
assumed, at his succession, that of duke of Milan; having a 
double claim to the duchy, as the heir of the house of Orleans^ 
wliich had pretensions to the inheritance, and as compre- 
hended in the investiture wliich had been made according to 
the treaty of Cambray. Succeeding to the means of assert- 
ing his claim, he early resolved to make it good; and to ^"in- 
dicate the glory of France, which had been tarnished in the 
enterprises of his predecessor. In the prosecution of this 
design, his success rendered it doubtful whether England 
ought to permit the farther aggrandisement of her rival. 
Frequent ruraom-s, also, of stratagems for the recovery of 
Tournay irritated Henry, who was vain of his own conquest^ 
and were regarded as the precursors of actual aggression. 
An extraordinaiy council was, in consequence, summoned to 
deliberate on the state of Christendom, and the existing rela- 
tions with France J and Wolsey opened the business by reca- 
pitulating various causes of complaint which the king had 
against the conduct of Francis. 

** Several Enghsh vessels have been plundered by the 
French cruizers; and indemnity," said he, "cannot be obtained. 
Rich property, belonging to the king's sister, is withheld on 
evasive pretences. The duke of Albany ha9 assumed the 
regency of Scotland^ and Francis supports him^ contrary to 
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an express agreement, and in contempt of the will of tlifl 
deceased sovei-eign, by whicb the qneen had been appointed 
regent; an appointTuent coniirnicd by the pope, llie usurp- 
atiou of Albany is dangerous to the king's nephew^ James V., 
£br he is suspected of aspiring to the throne, and has induced 
the nobles to tjike an oath of idlegiance to himself, inciting 
them to enmity against England. Nor ib the personal con- 
duct of Francis such as becomes the honour of a king. He 
openly protects Richard de la Pole, a fugitive English 
traitor. But if all these distinct and palpable grievances be 
not sufficient to induce England to interfere with the pro- 
ceedings of France, prudence, prospectively considering the 
effects of the conquests in Italy, requires that they should 
not be permitted to extend. The existing circumstances, 
however J do not call for actnal war* It is not necessary 
that the blood of England should be shed; but the French 
must be compelled to act juBtlyj and to restrain their appe- 
tite for dominion. By assisting the pope and emperor with 
money only^ the objects of a wise and anticipating policy will 
be effectually attained.** 

In opposition to the proposal of Wolsey it was urged, 
that to recommend the violation of treaties was a strange 
doctrine. When just causes arise for the dissolution of com- 
pacts, the injured party ought to protest against the aggres- 
sor, before proceeding to war. If any other course is 
allowed, the law of nations must be sacrificed, and the 
transactions of kingdoms become destitute of integrity. The 
conduct of the French king may have been justly represented, 
but his actions are capable of a different explanation; and it 
is necessary, therefore, to examine them with circumBpection. 
He entertains Richard de la Pole generously; but whether 
because he is an English traitor, or only a vohmteer seeking 
employment, seems, at least, doubtfiiL To the interference 
of Francis with the affairs of Scotland, it is easy to apply an 
adequate remedy. If Albany be dangerous to the rights of 
James V. and his motherj let the king protect them; but seek 
not by subsidies to kindle into fiercer strife those remote wars, 
of which the issue is unknown. It may be different from 
what he fears. ^ 

The allegations of Wolsey did not justify actual hosift 
lities, but they furnished a sufficient pretext for the measu 
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lie proposed. The pope aad emperor were, apparently, un* 
able to resist tlie progress of the French arms. If Henry 
showed himself partial to their side, Francis might be induced 
to agree to terms favourable to the independence for which 
they contended. The violation of public engagements, by 
frank or hj secret dealing, is undoubtedly contrary to all the 
theoretical principles of morality. But the guilt of the govern* 
ments, whose designs and practices render such violations 
expedient, is deeper than the delinquency of those whom 
they provoke to the crime. France had not, perhaps, really 
transgrciised the terms of any existing treaty, but she had 
so acted that England could no longer, with safety, re- 
main neutral. The duration of ^national contracts is always 
contingent. The circumstances of a government may be- 
come so changed, as to make it, virtually, no longer the party 
which originally contracted. If France had acquired dominion 
which she did not possess at the time of concluding her 
treaties with England, while the condition of England was in 
no respect altered, the jealousy of national independence 
Tvarranted the English to seek the reduction of the French 
power. The gre^t, the only, duty of governments is to pre- 
serve the interests of their subjects j nor can any alteration 
arise in the aifairs of other states, which they ought to regard 
with indifference. The coua&ellors, unable to discriminate 
the practical morality of nations so clearly as Wolsey, were 
satisfied, that the relative condition of France and England 
called for an alteration in the conduct of the latter; and a 
system of menacing neutrality was, in consequence, adopted. 
The war in Italy, Ijetween the emperor and the French 
king, was prosecuted with various success,* MaximiliaD, in 
order to draw Henry into a more available alliance than the 
degree of countenance which ttie council had adopted, pro- 
posed that the French should he dispossessed of Milan, and 
that it should be feudally annexed to the Enghsh crown. 
This proposal, like all Ms schemes, was not withoat a show 
of plaosibility. He conceived that a barrier for the protec- 
tion of Italy would thereby be formed, which Franoe could 
not afterwards force, without incurring the hostility of 
England. Henry's right to several provinces of France was 
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as indisputable as tliat of Francis to J»lilan: and this scheme 
seemed to promise a mode of at^usting their respective claims. 
MaximiUan alBo otfered to reBign the empire ia favour of 
Henr)\; but his character and actions were not calculated to 
gain confidence. His projecta were generallj extravagant, 
and his enterprises never guided by the perseverance and 
energy requisite to ensure success, Tlie king and cardinal 
gply listened to the proposition with grave civility, and 
therefore he sought a reconciliation with Francis. This was 
the more easily accomplished, as a crusade against the Turks 
was loudly preached throughout Christen donij and the French 
monarch was represented as the prime cause of all the troubles 
in the seat and region of the papacy, by which this holy pur- 
pose was delayed. It was, indeed, not without rational 
alarm that tlie attention of the Christians was turned towards 
the aggi-essions of the infidels, and the fierce ambition of the 
reigning sultan. 

The hiatoiy of Selim may be comprehended in a few sen- 
tences. It consists but of battles and crimes* Understand- 
ing that Ms father designed to settle the empire on another 
son, he rebelled, and, by corrupting the janiBsarics, obliged 
liim to abandon the throne. To secure his usurpation, he 
did not scruple to commit parricide. His brother, who had 
taken up arms against him, was vanquished and put to death, 
with all the children of the same maternal stock. He sub- 
dued the Aladolites, and, descending from their mountains 
upon Persia, defeated the sophy, and took possession of 
Touris,^ Returning to Constantinople, he spent several 
months in tyranny, and preparations for new aggressions. 
His avowed object was the complete subjugation of Persia, 
but he suddenly turned upon the soldan of Syiua and Egypt, 
— a prince of ancient dignity; highly venerated by the pro- 
fessors of the Mahometan faith i powerful by the opulence of 
his dominions, and by the military order of the Mamelukes, 
who had maintained their independence, with great lustre, 
upwards of three hundred years. 

The soldanic government was elective; and none were 
advanced to the dignity of soldan but men who had passed 
through all the gradations of military rank to the rule of pro- 
vinces, and the command of armies, and who had uniformly f 
proved their valour and wisdom. The Mamelukes, by whpil- 
the soldan was elected, and of whose order he was necessarily 
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a member^ were fonned ircm 
the Tigour of tlieir appesrsBoc, 
frugal diet, and tbe contmoil i 
did not exceed eighleea 
lence of their skill aad 
and mnny of the nd^ huuiiii g 
swaj; and they had 
mnnerous Ottoman armies*. 

Selim snbdned this ] 
of the members to ignoouiiioai 
their independenoe had been a 
had made himself master of CaLro^ the Christiaii ] 
not alarmed without reason. Wt^ i 
courage, he united an enthu^aslic dobe of i 
posterity a heroic name. He read tbe actiana af . 
and Caesar, and repined at the inferioritj of hia i 
Indefatigable in the improTement of hia 
tinnallj augmenting his navy, ChrislQadoim 
modified his schemes. The rumour of his i 
dread of his designs, agitated the pontifical 
resounded in all the churches of Borne. Jjm 
faith of the populace by walking barefoot in tbe y 
and the aid of human helps and meaaa wia floJidted diiieGtly» 
as well as by the agency of the saints. 

Briefs were addressed to all Christian priiices» adnsaiAi^ 
them to lay aside their particular quaiT^l% muL witb untied 
hearts and hands, to carry war into the dwellings of the in* 
iideL Consultations were held with trayellers aoqnainted 
with the countries, the dispositions of the inhabiiamt^ and 
the forces of the Turkish empire; and a wide and general 
arrangement of all the array of Christendom wai jdanne^y 
and commuuieated to the provincial goTemments of ^le pope. 
The emfieror, with the horse and foot of his dominions^ was 
to proceed by the Danube, and through Bosniik, towards 
Constantinople. The French king, with the armies of France^ 
Venice, and the other Italian states, accompanied by the 
Helvetic inlautry, was to transport himseli' from Bdndisi to 
Greece^ a country full of Christians eager to revolt from the 
sultan. The kings of Spain, Portugal, and England, uniting 
their fleets at Carthagena, were to sail directly to the Dar- 
danelles, while the pope in person proceeded from Ancona, 
10 join the forces as they invested Constantinople, Against 
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sucli a coalition, there was good cause to hope that Selim 
would be unable to defend himself; and n crusade thus in- 
tended to cover the sea and land could not fail to have a 
speedy and triumpiiant end. In the meantime, a tax was 
levied on all Christians, and voluntary contributions were 
earnestly solicited to promote the undertaking. 

Preparatory to the execution of tliis great project, Lea 
enjoined a truc<i on all his secular vassals, for five years, 
under penalty of the most grievous censures; and cardinals, 
of distinguished address, in order to further the business, 
were appointed legates to the different courts, Campe^gio 
was sent to London. But he was informed at Calais that he 
must remain there, until cardinal Wolsey was joined with 
him in the commii?sion. This obatacle removed by comph- 
ance, he landed in England, As his retinue was mean, and 
himself not opulent, AVolsey sent him twelve mules, and a 
quantity of scarlet cloth, in order that the pomp of his 
entrance into the metropolis might, in some degree, corre- 
spond with the importance attached to his mission. The 
rational few may ridicule the artificer of ostentation; but the 
numerous commonality cannot easily conceive that magnifi- 
cence does not possess an intrinsic moral value; nor how 
things on which their superiors in knowledge bestow so much 
attention, may not deserve respect. In every town through 
which Campeggio passed, he was greeted with great venera- 
tion. On Blackheath, he was met by a train of prelates, 
nobles, and gentlemen. The clergy of London received him 
in the borougb, with aU their processional paraphernalia. 
The livery of London lined the streets; the lord mayor and 
aldermen humiliated themselves before him; and sir Thomas 
More, in the name of the city^ welcomed his arrival in a Latin 
oration. Such expressions of devotion to the pontifical go- 
vernment afibrded Campeggio the highest delight. But, 
unfortunately, as the procession passed through Cheapside, a 
mule became restive, and threw the whole pageantry into 
confusion. The trunks and coffers, which had been covered 
with the scarlet gift of Wolsey, and which the people piously 
imagined were filled with precious presents to the king, and 
pardons and indulgences for aU their own sins, were thrown 
down, and bursting open in the fall, discovered a ludicrous 
collection of the crumbs and scraps of beggary. This unex^^ 
pected disclosure of ecclesiastical imposition turned the 
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whole triumph of the daj into contempt; and Campeggio, aa 
lie proceeded towards the palace, was a mortified object of 
scorn and derision. The motives of liis mission were also 
rendered abortive by the death of Sehm* The immediate 
caose of danger being removed bj this event, the projected 
crusade was abandoned, and tbe Christian potentates turned 
their thoughts again to the modes and means of over-reach- 
ing each other. 

The imperial dignity had hitherto been greater in nam© 
and title, than in substance and elfect; but nature and for- 
tune steemed combining, at thiB juncture, to realise all its 
claims and pretensions to supremacy, Maximilian was far 
advanced in hfe, and the settlement of the empire occupied 
his thoughts* Charles, his grandson, had succeeded to the 
crown of Spain (23rd January, 1516). By raising Lim to 
the imperial digaity, a hn-ger eictent of dominion would be 
siubjccted to the control of the Austrian family, than any 
monarch had enjoyed since the removal of the Roman govern- 
ment from Rome to Constantinople; for, with his hereditary 
kingdoms, tbis yoimg prince had succeeded to a new world, 
Majdmilian, with this view^ began to canvass tlie electors. 
Francis perceived that the imion of the Spanish and impe- 
rial powers would be highly dangerous to hid kingdom ; and 
therefore, in order either to oppose the election of Charles 
to the empire, or to assist in the wars that were likely to 
arise in the event of his success, he endeavoured to gain 
the friendsliip of Ileniy. 

The French nation has always had the sinister wisdom to 
employ personal inducements in their diplomatic transactions; 
by which, though they may not as yet have uniformly suc- 
ceeded in corrupting the integrity of those with whom they 
dealt, they have, generally, obtained many national distinc- 
tions, which are better estimated by the feelings than by the 
judgment of mankind.* Francis, aware of the ascendancy 

• Tlje diijloDiiitic iafGriority of tlip Kuglisli is of a very aucieiU dutc. 
Willitim Tindall^ in lii^ Pmetitf^ of Pnpish PrclntLti^ says, that ** the 
FreachnitMi of laie dap miwie a. pltty, or a diHgnising, at Pariu, in which the 
emperor du.uDced with ihe fiopa aiid the Freneh king, ftnil wearied tliem ; 
the king of Kngknd dttiiig on a liigli beucb, anJ looking on. And wbea 
it was risked^ why lie daunced not, it wfia aiiswereil, that Ihe sate tbere l>iit 
to pay the minstrels iLeir wages only : as who should say, we paid for all 
men's danticiDg," — Wo i-ds worth. 
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that Wolsey bad acquired over his master, was persuaded of 
the advantage that might arise fmm obtaining his favour. 
For this purpose j he sent to London the admiral of France; 
a man of excellent address, who was not long in making an 
agreeable impression on tlie mind of the cardinal. He 
lamented that his master had lost the friendship of so eminent 
a person, and dextrously hoped, that, as he was anxious to 
recover J he might again obtain it. The flattciy of such 
advances, from bo great a monarch, had due etfect. To 
acquire Wolsey still more decidedly to his intere^tj Francis 
affected to consult him concerning the various emergencies of 
his affaire. Henry was acquainted with the procesa of this 
secret adulation; but it only served to convince him of the 
superior talents of his minister, " I plainly discover," saii 
the king, "that you will govern both Francis and me;" and 
he intimatedj by his manner and approbation, that he thought 
hinj qualified. 

The first effects of this diplomatic courtship was the forma- 
tion of a league between England and France, {2nd October, 
J 51 8,) The principles on which it was fouiided, and the 
objects it embraced, served aa the basis of the general treaties 
of the English government for a long period. The treaty 
itself may be regarded as one of the fundamental statutes of 
that great code, which, till the era of the French revolution, 
continued to he the laws and constitution of tlie community 
of the European nations. It ^vas enacted, if the expression 
may be used, that, between the two sovereigns, their succes- 
sors, and subjects, perfect peace and amity, by sea and land, 
should subsist; and that they should be the friends of the 
friends, and the enemies of the enemies, of one another. All 
their respective allies were included in the league. It was 
declaredj that if the dominions of either of the principal con- 
tracting parties were at any time invaded, the aggressor 
should be required by the other to desist, and make repara- 
tion; which if he refused to do within the space of a month 
from the date of the admonition, the confederates w ere to 
declare war against him. If rebellions happened to arise in 
any of their respective states, none of the confederates were 
to interfere, unless foreign princes had been the cause; in 
which case their forces wei^e to he all united against the ag* 
gressors. It was also declared, that none of the confederate-? 
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should suffer their subjects ta bear arms against the ot^er\ 
nor retain foreig:ii troops in their serrice; and that all peraeoa 
accused of high treason sliould not be recei% ed withiii their 
respective territories, but that aAer twenty dajs* wamiiig 
thej should be obliged to depart. 

The object of this league was to preserve the then rektire 
state of the difiereDt nations, and to anticipate the oooae- 
quences that might ensue hr the Section of Chaiies to the 
empire ; but it is chiefly worthy of note as being an altein- 
tion in the constitution of Christendom; for the pope waa 
admitted a party, and thereby became amenable to a aeenlar 
tribunal constituted by the members of the confederatioii. 
Nor could he violate his engagements to them, without be- 
coming subject to the penalties and forfeitures which were 
provided to ensure stability to the league. This was die 
£r&t grand political error of the pontifical government ; lad 
from this epoch the power of the papacy has continued to 
decline, Charles and >Iaximilian, as well as Lc^ X-, having 
acceded, Henry naturally became the arbiter in the dilutes 
that afterwards arose amoi^ the confederates; for, secure in 
his insular dominions, he was not immediately exposed tn 
their conflictSj and could only be indirectly a^ected by the 
continental revolutions. The effects, therefore, of this im- 
portant measure were, under the management of Wolsey, 
calculated to exalt the dignity of England, and to render her 
the judge of the neighbouring states. 

Besides the general league, a treaty of affinity and alliance 
was at the same time negotiated between Henry and Fnuacda. 
The French had never ceased to grudge the loss of Toomay ;* 
schemes to recover it occupied their minds; and in these 
negotiations the restitution formed a primary topic; nor was 
it untimely introduced. The e^xpense of the fortification** 
began to be felt in the exchequer; and the bishop-elect had 

• This pUce the kiog; had but little comfort of, being alurajs iji fear of 
surprise. The cardinal had again imotlier timet in the montli of Hay. 
wbpther in the year 1514 or 1515 I know not, int#Itig«tio« Inongltt biin 
liy a friAr„ \vliDm he had employed as a spy, of a Hudden alcempt intended to 
l>e made on the place : of which the cardinal and the council, from the 
palace at Hampton-ccurt^ wrote to sir Richard Jemigan, now the king'* 
lieatenant there, as certain news. This was wrote the 9th of Mar* and 
sucb speed was made, that, on the lltln at night, the said lieotenant 
received it*"^Strjpe'3 EccL Mem. i, 11. cd. 1733. 
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appealed to tbe |)ope against Lis dispossession by Henry, 
Either by the secrcitinflnence of France, or the negligence of 
the English minister at Home, he obtained a bull, authorishig 
him to use coercive means, and to claim the aid of the inha* 
hitants to accomplish hh installation. Ileniy was jugdy 
incensed when he heard of this, and wrote to his agent, 
Adrian,* in terms of unsparing reproach against Leo. " The 
bnll," said he, " is an exorbitant grant, and the pope may 
very well think, that neither I nor my officers, soldiers, or 
subjects, will obey proeesi^es and sentences contrary to justice* 
The bull is contrary to the laws of God and raaUj justice and 
reason, and it is a great dishonour to the pope to have acted 
so in di scree tly.'*t This curious letter, though composed in 
the affluent style of the cardinal, appeai*3, by the lierccneas of 
the expressions, to have been dictated by the king himself. 
It is, alsOj a satisfactory voucher that there existed weighty 
political reasons for the restoration of Tournay, without the 
necessity of supposing, with the conteraporary historians, 
wlio had not access to the state papers, that Wolaey was 
bribed. Henry had, it is true, intended to keep Tournay as 
a perpetyal trophy of Ma campaign, but subsequent events 
seemed tending to make it the cause of controversies deroga- 
tory to his dignity. To get rid of it without compromising 
liis honour was, therefore, judicious policy. But the real 
motives of the resolution could not with propriety be stated 
to the public; and those which the cardinal assigned were 
certainly not sfitisfactory. He represented that Tournay lay 
so far from Calais, that, in war, it would be difficult to keep 
the communication open. ** Being situated on the frontiers of 
France and the Netherlands, it is exposed to the assaults of 
both. The inhabitants are insubordinate and averse to the 
English, so that even in peace a large garrison is necessary 
to preserve it^ and the expense is greater than the utility and 
value of the place." A treaty was, in consequence, con- 
cluded, by which Tournay was agreed to be restored to 
France, and the princess of England, Maryi to be held as 



* Thiii preliLifi bequeathed ii piilace in Rome to the kiog of Eii[^laiiit, 
wliicb wan afterwards called the Ka^Ui^li palace. It is now poSHese«d by 
the Colonna family. — Fidtles, 171. 

+ Fiddes's Coll. No. 4. 
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betrothed to the dauphin.* The debateable city was given 
as her dow-ry; and, in the event of the marriage not l)«iiJg 
completed, it was again to be surrendered to England. As 
IJenry had made expensive additions to the citadel, Francis 
engaged to pay 1dm sis: hundred thousand crowns, in twelve 
yearly payments. It was also stipulated, that a pension of 
twelve thousand livres should he granted to Wolsey, as an 
equivalent for the revenues of the bishopric, which he agreed 
to resign. And to ensure the fait! if ul performance of theae 
engagements, Francis contracted to give eight ncdjle hostages, 
and to recal tlie duke of Albany from Scotland, where his 
presence was disagreeable to Henry, and thought dangerous 
to the rights of the queen and her children. It was likewise 
arranged, that the courts of France and England should, next 
year, hold a friendly meetiiig on the plains of Ficardy. 

When the treaty was ratified, the cardinal gave orders to 
^he officers of Tournay, to sell the provisions and the mate- 
riab which had been collected for the new fortifications. He 
enjoined them to put all things in order, that when the French 
commissioners arrived, the city might be resigned with ease, 
and without suspicion of indirect dealing. He also com- 
manded all vagabonds to be put out of the town, and every 
mail to discharge his debts. Thus maintaining the national in- 
tegrity by fulfilling the engagements underttiken for the pub- 
lic, and enforcing the performance of individual contracts. 
Nor was he negligent of his ow^n private rights. He em- 
ployed an honest priest, w^ho became afterwards a distinguished 
diplomatist, to collect the arrears of the episcopal incoraCj and 
the business w^aa managed with mercantile sagacity. The 
disregax'd of pecuniary concerns is sometijnes an infirmity, but 
oftenei^ one of the many afiectations of genius. But contempt 
for trifies is very difierent from the anxious particularity of 
avarice, and the negligence that entails privations. No man 
can he dishono^ired by the strict administration of his per- 
sonal aflfairs, but the neglecfc of them is both shameful and in- 
jtirioua. The plea of pubhc employment sliould not screen 
him from the imputation of private dehnqueney. 

In the beginning of the year 1519, died Maximilian, who, 

• Tliere w^ sometliing ludicrous iu this urticle, for the dttupliiii was not 
iben bant, but ttie nueeu was with oMld. 
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hj Ilia bustlmg projects, had so long wasted the strength of 
the empire iti fruitless wai^s. His mtrigues for securing the 
succesHion to Charles were not complete, FraneiB, tiierefoi'e, 
immediately declared himself also a candidate for the yocant 
throne, openly professin;^^ himself the rival of the Spanish 
king, ** It is honourable to hcith/' f^aid Francis, " to desire 
an increase of dif!;nity. Let neither, therefore, suppose 
himself wronged by tlie pretensions of the other, but, like 
two young lovers emulous for a lady's favour, strive, each in 
bis own way to recommend himself."* 

Francis was then in the tvvent)'"-ninth year of his age, 
gallant, ingenuouSj and accomplished. He was forined to 
command the affections of a polished people; but a degree of 
self-willed impetuosity, and a libertine disregard of engage- 
ments, deformed these amiable qualities. In his transactions 
as a sovereign, more feeling, rivalry, and personal protligacy 
appeared, ihan is usually mt^t with in the conduct of kings- 
His opponent, Charles, was. in many respects, different; and 
in natural endowments, perhapii, his inferior. His mind was 
sedate and reflecting, more emhued with the sinister prudence 
of private life» than with the magnanimity which dignifies a 
monarch. He was at this time only nineteen, but his head 
was cool and wary; and he already practised artiBce by the 
suggestions of natural propensity, with the ease and confi- 
dence of a statesman grown hoaiy in dissimulation. Not 
only sordid in making bargains, he always endeavoured to 
obtain remote advantages unperceived by those with whom 
he dealt. If Francis, sometimes, found himself over-reached, 
and refused to fulfil his treaties, Charles was, as often, 
obhged to sustain the self -wounding sting of disappointed 
cunning. 

The conduct of Henry towards the two rivals is involved 
in some degree of obscurity. The pohcy of England, from 
this period, and during the remainder of Wolsey's adminis- 
tration, varied so often, and so suddenly, that contemporary 
historians found it easier to accuse the cai'dinal of being 
alternately bribed by the Imperial and French courts, than 
to comprehend the scope of his views. It is tlie fate of 
statesmen to be denied the respect due to their merits, until 



• Quicclofdini, lib, xiii. 
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their pkns are surveyed from the heights af posterity. Bat 
the hope of obtaming justice at last enables the nuuif con- 
scioua of great purposes, to persevere in his course, iindis* 
mayed by the clamours of the multitude, the malice of 

tyrants, and the commotions and anarchies of the world. 
When the kings of Fniuce and Spain became competitors 
for the impei'ial crown, their respective qualiiications could 
not but render it difficult to determine wliat system the 
English government ought to pursue, Tlie union of France 
with the empire would constitute a power destructive to the 
independence of other nations. The hereditary dominions 
of Charkfei, added to the imperial, would form a more exten- 
sive monarchy, but less compact than the other* For Spaio 
was shaken with intestine war, and Hungary exposed to the 
menaces of the Turks. The doubtful balance, in the English 
council, settled in favour of Charles; but so lightly, that it 
was easily disturbed. A policy of prospective considerations 
could not be adopted. Wolsey could only endeavour to 
render his master arbiter to the rival kings, by gometimes 
favouring the one, and sometimes the other; seldom acting 
as the decided friend of either. In the subsequent ware, 
when Charles or Francis alternately gained the ascendancy, 
Henry sided with the loser, and the weight of England 
restored the equilibrium of power, 

Charles was elected emperor, and Francis, notwithstanding 
the gallantry of hia professions, could not disguLse his chagrin* 
The pains of mortification felt like the wounds of injury- 
Though only disappointed, he acted as if he had been wronged. 
The advantages of his alliance with Heiury were duly esti- 
mated, and he spared neither Hattery, presents, nor promises, 
to cement the friendship of Wolsey. He empowered him to 
arrange the formalities of the great meeting of the courts of 
France and England] an event which Charles contemplated 
with apprehension, and endeavoured to anticipate, by pre- 
viously visiting Henry, as he lay at Canterbury, preparatory 
to passing over to Calais. The king was secretly apprised 
of his coming; indeed, the visit had been undertaken at the 
suggestion of the cardinal, who, having been solicited to 
frustrate the interview with the French sovereign, said that 
he thought Charles might come himself^ and discuss with 
Henry the impolicy of tlie meeting. 
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About ten o'clock at night, the eniperor, under hk canopy 
nf state, landed at Dover, with the qu*^en of Aragon and 
his principal nobility. He was welcomed on shore by the 
cardhiitl, and conducted to the castle. The mingled blaze of 
torches, aniis, tind embroidery, brightened tlie faces of a vast 
midtitnde» as he osecndcd the heights; and the flashing of 
the ordnance from the battlements afibrded, at short intervals, 
a niomtntary \iew of the clifis belowj and the English and 
Imperiul navies at anchor. Henry, informed of his arrival, 
hastened to meet him, and next monnng they proceeded 
together to Canterbury, at that time one of the finest cities 
in Enghind. The cathedral contained tiie relies of the auda- 
cious Becket, and was famed through all Christendom for its 
riches. In every place it was illuminated with the lustra of 
precious stones; and the shrine of the papal champion was so 
embossed mth jewels, tliat gold was the meanest thing about 
it. The cardinal and the clergy rec^eived the king and the 
emperor at the gates, and led them to the church, w^here mass 
was performed^ and fresh I'iches added to that immense trea- 
sure which the devout folly of ages had heaped together. 
Charles was afterw^ards introduced to the queen, his aunt. 
His constitutional gravity was noticed at the evening banquet, 
and flatteringly ascribed to the appearance of the dowager of 
France, the wife of SufioLk, then the most beautiful and 
sprightly woman of the age, and to whom it had been, at one 
time, proposed that Charles should be aflianced. After en- 
joying three days of revelry, and having obtained a promise 
that Henry would not enter into any engagement with Francis 
prejudicial to him, he sailed from Sandwich for Flanders on 
the same day that the English court passed from Dover to 
Picardy.* It has been alleged that Charles j during this visit, 
endeavoured to acquire the favour of Wolsey, by promising 
his influence to procure him the papacy; but no serious effect 
eould be expected Ironi such a promise, if it was made, for 
Leo X. was in the prime of life^ and many years younger than 
the cardinal. 

The meeting of the courts of France and England is the 
most sumptuous event in the records of magnificent spectacles. 
The two kings were in the flower of life; the attendants w^ere 



* May yO, luJl). 
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■elected from the most famous and high-boru of ih^ rivtU 
uatioas; and such was the profusion of riches, emulooslj ex- 
liibited, that the place of meeting, between Ardres and 
Gaisnes, has since continued to he called *^ the held of gold." 
Temporary palaces, exceeding in splendour the regular abodes 
of the monarcb, were prepared in England and carried to the 
scene. The walla of the chambers and o:alleriea were hung 
with costly arras, and the chapel was adorned with evcrythuig 
that could increase the gorgeous ritual of popery. The Frencli 
king inhabited pavilions of golden tissue, lined with blue vel- 
vet, embroidered with the lilies of France, and fastened with 
cords of silk, entwisted with cyprian gold.^But kings, by 
their greatness, as well as by their duties, cannot long con* 
tinue together. The prodigal pomp of Henrj' and Francis 
lasted only fourteen days. No political discussion of influen- 
tial consequence took place. The inter\*iew was otdy the 
final and collective exhibition of those pageants of chivalry 
which had so long interested the admiration of Christendom. 
A treaty was, indeed, concluded, but it only declared that 
FranciSj after discharging the outstanding debt due Crom 
F'rance to England, should yearly pay at Calais, one hundred 
thousand livres, imtil the marriage between his sou and the 
daughter of Henry was solemnized. This was, probably, a 
kind of feudatory acknowledgment personally to Henry, for it 
was to continue payable throughout his lifetime. It was also 
agreed, that the differences relative to Scotland should be left 
to the arbitration of the cardinal and the mother of Francis* 
Although this treaty is the only documentary evidence of 
business, the interview afforded opportunities for studying 
tlie characters of the French statesmen, highly important to 
such a man as Wolsey. He never afterwards appears to have 
trusted the government of Francis, or to have considered 
France fit to be allied to England, except when she was in a 
reduced condition, and when there was some chance that 
necessity and the prospect of advantage would ensure fidelity. 
Before returning home, Henry visited the emperor at 
Gravelines; and Charles, next day^ with his aunt Margaret, 
regent of the Netherlands, returned this courtesy to the En- 
' sh court at Calais, where the shows of the field of gold wei*e 

• E}iDer'8 Foedera, June U, 1530. 
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renewed, with new decorations. An amphitheatre, eight hun- 
dred feet in compasSj whicli was constructed for the occasion, 
deserves particular mention, as a proof of the taste and splen- 
dour of the age. The ceiling was painted in imitation of the 
fahries of antiquity, and, like them, it was adorned with sta- 
tues and pictures. But the tilts and masques were interrupted 
by a furious storm, which extinguished above a thousand of 
the candles, and defaced the thrones prepared for the princes. 
During this visit, Henry endeavoured to persuade Charles 
to accede, as emperor, to the league of London, to which he 
was already a party, in his capacity as king of Spain, But 
whether already contemplating the amount of his means, and 
wishing to be considered as free, or really regarding his for- 
mer accession as sufficient, ajhnit;^ of controversy. Procrasti- 
nation was one of Charleses maxims; and, on this occasion, he 
could avoid, without refusing, the proposition. In the end, 
however^ he consented that his first accession should remain 
obligatory on him as emperor. 

It is of little importance to inquire on what pretexts Francia 
and Charles engaged in those teixihle wars which so long 
after laid waste their dominions, and afflicted their subjects* 
The cause was their personal rivalry, • The fervent propen- 
sities of the French king instigated Jiim to be the aggressor, 
lie meditated revenge for the success of Charles in the elec- 
tion; he was ambitious of renown; he saw his kingdom dx* 
curascribetl and invested by the jurisdiction of the man who 
had overtopped liis ciestiny; and he could not refi^ain from 
war. But the league of London made it expedient that he 
should not appear to be the first to violate the peace ; ibr in 
that case, the king of England and his allies would be obliged 
to assist the emperor. There were, however, in the situation 
of Charles, allurements to hostilities which Francis could not 
withstand. 

On the same day that Charles was crowned at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, Soliman was inaugurated at Constantinople; and, in the 
astrological language of the tiine, it was remarked, that they 
had a similar aseendant. For Charles was the eleventh em- 
peror from Alhcii;, in whose time the dominion of the Otto- 
jnaiis commencexl, and Soliman was the eleventh sultan of that 
race. The French government, from the ambition and acti- 
vity of SolimaUj expected that he would afford ample employ- 
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ment to the Gemum forees. Tht I 
promotioii of tlieir king to the J 
in consequeace, hk residence imild arIj k& 
became diaooDtented. FomagBen^ to llie < 
had been promoted to offices In the 
all nation^ thej studied onlj their 
Charles departed to be eromed emperar, the people 
rebelled^ assembled the Junta* to rediesB 
and prepared to defend themselTea and the ifshls c£ i 
country against the fore^ners, but with 
allegiance to the kiog. Francis, actniaied hf werremg^ 
hope^ aud the temptation of these circ 
into Navarre, and allowed one of his lamslH In i 
dations in Luxembar^. Charles ciaiaicd the 
Henry, according to the terms of the league; i 
was, in consequence, sent from London^ by i 
required to delist from hostilities. The invaeioK of Ksvatre 
proving disastrous, he complied; but war had i 
the emperor finding his means equal, at leasts to his < 
was not disposed to lay aside his arms. F^raads, thadoff^ 
in his turn, as a member of the league, ako appealed to Eng- 
land ; and stated, that he (x^uld not avoid war, as the imperial 
armies were constantly augmenting. The king aasw^ered, 
that he had resolved to remain neutral in the qoanel; but 
offered to be umpire in the dispute, and, for this pofpoae, tf 
Charles aud Francis would send plenipotentiaries to Calaii^ 
Wolsey should meet them there, and act in his name, aa arbi- 
trator. The propo^ was accepted, and the cardinal went to 
the place appointed^f 

Before the congress was opened, the cardinal visited the 
emperor at Bruges.^ Charles reeeived him in person, about 





W * GaicciArdiiu, lib. xui. f August, 152L 

I ^* After he was thus famislied, in mamatr ms I have before 
unto jrou, he was gem twice ou embassage to the emperor Cliaried V. . . , 
Pot divers urgent ocenMOOs toncbing Lie au^tstj, it was tLoii^ fit Hm 
^out such weighty matters and to so nohle a jiriiieep the cardiital was moat 
meet to be sent on sioch embassages ; asd he being one ready lo talte tlur 
charge thereof upon him, was funiii^bed in every respect most like a great 
prince, which wa« much to the honour of hi^ majestj and of thif^ reafan. 
For first he proceeded forth, hlte lo a cardinal, having all things eorrespon- 
•dcat ; his gentlemen, being very many in namber, were clothed in liTiiy 
ooBts of crimson velvet of the best, and chaina of gold alKtut their necks; 
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a mile from the town, and entertttined him thirteen da}^ is 
the vicegerent of the English king. Everj night his liveiy 
was served hy the officei*s of the emperor with an entertain- 
ment, which consisted of caudles, wine, sogar, and raanehet; 
differing little in its circumstances and jollity from the ancient 
custom of welcoming the new year. Wolsey, at all times sus- 
ceptible of the flattery of honourable treatment^ could not hut 
feel himself gratified; and his nece.ssary ackowledgments of 
politeness were interpreted by the Frencli as proofs of his 
disposition to comjdy with the wishes of the emperor. 

The first point to determine was, which of the sovereigns 
began the wfir, for the king of England was bound to aid 
the injured, Wolsey could not but consider Francis as the 
aggressor. The minister of Charles, accordingly, made pro- 
posals not calculated to be accepted. The French, also, offered 
terms equally inadraisisible. After spendin*i ten days in fruit- 
less altercation, the cardinal declared, that lie saw no way of 
reconciling the piuties, FranciSj indeed, though he had ap- 
pealed to Henry, and consented that Wolsey shoidd be the 
aibiter, had really no wish to remain at peace. For even 

and Ills yeomen and all liis mean ofHcerj were clad iu fine scfu-lel, guorxied 
Tfith blaclt velvet onp hand in breadtli. Tims fiimislied, be was twice *ieni 
to tlie emperor, in Flanders, then lying at Bruges^ wlio did most noblj en- 
tertain liim, discliargiug all liis own cjiarges^ and liia men's ; iliera was no 
house in the town of Bruges, wlierein any of my lonVs gentlemen were 
lodged, or liad recourse, but that the owneia of the houecs were coiuitiiuided 
by the emperor's officers, upon ihe pain of their lives, to take no money for 
auytbin^ that the eariliiiarH men did 1«lve of any kind of Tictnala ; no* 
althongb tbey were disposinl to make costly bajiqueta, furtht^r eommaiiding 
tbeir saitt hetsts ibnt they sltould want nothing wiucli tliey honestly recxuiredj 
or desired to bare. 

" Also the emperor-'* officers wenl evcrj uigbl tbrougb the iown, from 
house to hoTifle, wbtre any Englialinian had recotirwe or lodged, and scarM 
their delivery tor the night, wijicb was doue in tlii?* manner : First, ibe 
officers hrou^bt into the bonne a cast of fine mancbet bread,, two silver jpot^ 
of wine, a pound of siigwr, white lights and yellow HpbiR, a bowl of silver 
and a goblet to drink out of, and nYery night a Htuff torch. Tliis was the 
order of their livery every iiighl. And then, in the mumiug, when the 
officers came to fetcli away tbeir stuff, they would account for the geutle- 
nten'js coatfi the day before. Thn^ the emperor entertained tbe cardinal ami 
bis train during tlie lime of bis embassy. And that done, he returaed iuUi 
England wjib great trinmpb, being no less in estinnition witli tbe king tboJi 
be was before, but rather much more, for lie increased daily id tbe king's 
favour, by reason of his wish iuid readiness to do tlie king !j jdeasiire in }dl 
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while the congress wms mtlmg^ be peiiMllad ifae ^iifa t£ M- 
banyto dt-part for ScoUsnd;* altkonigk be was bmni* hf 

word and treaty, not to conniTe U mtf «f liis i^ 
which were held to be averse to tiie J U f ftucHi of Bcorf^s i 

and her family. 

Having failed to adjust the dMa 
monarcKs, the cardinal, acting upon tlie [ 
lea^e of London, propo^ and concluded a trcHtj' < 
to a cxusade, which was then projected, in order Id dmr tbe 
minds of mankind from Tsriocs anticlerica] notiofifi, bjwkieb 
thej began to be affected. And becmse no expeditioii eooU 
be undertaken againist the Turks until the pnde of Vtumob 
was repressed, the pope^ the emperor, and the kiag of is- 
land, agreed to the foUowin^ articles: ^ Whoi Charles ] 
to Spain, Ilenry shall j^ive him convoy through the < 
with leave to land in England, and honoaraUe i 
while he remains there. Wlien Henry paases to Picar^, 
Charles shall^ in requital, do similar eerrice. IC before the 
end of the current year, peace be not established between the 
pope, the emperor, and the French king, or if the Frendl 
king begin the war afresh, Henry shalJ^ on the arrival of 
Charles in England, declare himself again^ Francis. In tbk 
event, the English fleet, liaving conveyed the empo^or id 
Spain, shall return and infest the coasts of France; and the 
pope shall send forth his curse, and incite the secular arm of 
the Chi-istians against Francis. Between Charles, Henry, 
Leo, and the Medici family, with their several confederate 
a reciprocity of protection shall be undertaken* And, in order 
that they may avail themselves, as well as the French, of the 
mercenaries of Switzerland, it is agreed, that the inhabitants 
of the Alps be permitted to remain neutral. The secular con- 
trail ents undertake to maintain the papal pretensions within 
their respective territories, and within any conquests that tliey 
may make during the war. When •the ambition of France is 
curbed, the Turks shall he attacked; and no treaty shall, in 
future, be signed by any of the contrahents prejudicial to the 
league of London." It was ako agreed, that, although the 
princess of England was betrothed to the dauphin of France, 
yet, for the public good of Christendom, she might be married 



He rencbed Edinburgh on the oOtli October, 1621. 
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to the emperor; and the pope agreed to diapeoae witli tte 
ohstaeles of their affinity.* Before the ratificatioii of this 
treaty the pope suddenly died. 

Few men have attained so much fame by so little effort 
as pope Leo X* His station, ef[«aninaity, and affable de- 
meanour would, without talent, have secured him the admi- 
ration of mankind; yet hh mental endowments were such as, 
without the factitious aids of rank and manner, might have 
ensured the respect of the wise* and esteem of the virtuous. 
But indolence overgrew his nohler faculties, and induced tsueh 
a poverty of moral honour, that he died an object of pity 
to the good, and of contempt to the lihertine* His private 
life was disgraced by sensual vice; but the incense of poetical 
adulation has veiled it in delightful obscurity. His public 
conduct was stained with crimes; but they have lost their 
hideousness by the elegance witli which they have b^ien re- 
corded. His reign is glorious to Italy, and memorable to the 
world ; but the halo of immortality that surrounds Ms name 
was formed by the genius of others, and the obligations of 
posterity are owing to the errors of his government. It was 
his destiny, however, to appear at an important epoch, and 
he will always be regarded as the auspicious harbinger of the 
great intellectual day. 

» LoMHerLert, 108, 
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It is the peculiar quality of legitimate ambition to urge 
its subjects to make themselves illustriouB by beueScial 
actions. The love of distinction alone is hut a perishable 
vanity, aod without the ennobling energy of henevoleoce, the 
passion of adding kingdoms to kingdoms is only avarice, and 
the achievements of conquerors are but crimes. The repu- 
tation of statesmen h never venerated, unless connected with 
institutions of perennial utihtj'. Nor is success always the 
criterion of merit, for sometimes the motives, as seen in the 
means of enterprise^ so unequivocally indicate honourable 
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intentions^ tliat fame follows even failure and defeat. In the 
biography, therefore, of eminent men, it is proper to keep m 
view the peculiar qualities of their ambition, in order to de- 
termine wliether they are entitled to the respect of posterity, 
or oiif^ht to he classcid with those ephemeral charaeters wlio 
are only solicitous of ecjntemporary distinction* 

In the age of Leo X., the church had in England, as elae- 
where, attained the extremes of her prosperity and power. 
Her tiins and luxuries could not be exceeded, nor longer 
endured* The monasteries, exempted from regal and epifi- 
copal jurisdiction, and possessing, generally, the privilege of 
sanctuary, their inhabitants did not languish tor the want of 
any species of voluptuous enjoyment.* The doctrine of pur- 
gatory supplied them with ample resources. The mortmain 
laws but feebly restrained the profusion of post-obitaJ piety. 
To prevent the total alienation of the lands to the priesthood, 
primogenituTcship, entails, and various other pernicious limi- 
tations in the descent of property, were contrived. Blended 
with the feudal system, these cheeks on ecclesiastical usurpa- 
tion became the basis of the laws which still regulate inherit- 
ance; and they are the sources of those peculiar restraints on 
territorial wealth, by which the claims of creditors and the 
operations of eqyity are frustrated. The church, not content 
with the rich accumulation of legacies, invented tlie doctrine 
of the intercession of saints, and the legends of miraculous 
relics, and found them wonderfully etficacious in ridding 
Christian people of their wealth and gems. Reason and 
ianey were equally repressed. Sometimes, it is true, the 
dramas, exhibited in the cxithedrals, emanated a feeble ray of 
poetical genius in the midst of the most obscure logomachies; 
but it only served to make the surrounding darkness visible.* 
All was gloom, and fraud, and sin, and niysterj^j and shame, 

Henry VII., perplexed by the diflTerent pretenders to the 
throne, and particularly by the followers of Perkin Warbedt 
taking refuge in the cliurches and abbeys, a])plied to Julius 
IL for a bull to correct the abuse of aimctuary iu England. 
His holiness, solicitous of the king's friendship, granted the 
request; and the bull issued on that occasion is the first on 
record, by which a limit was put to a general privilege of 
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the church.* To disclose the whole turpitude of the eccle- 
siastical abodes of Eogland, and to propose a system of gi*a- 
dual reformation, was reserved ibr cardinal Wolsey. Per- 
ceiving that tbe tendency of opinion might undermine the 
papal structure, unless effectual means were adopted to re- 
strain the hcentiousness of the clergy, he obtained a bull, 
which conferred on hira a legatine right to visit all tbe 
monasteries of the realm, and to suspend the pontifical lawa 
in England, at discretion, during a whole year. Hijs motive, 
at first, lor seeking this commission, was tu reduce tbe swaiTu 
of monks, who, from the days of the Saxon kings, bad continued 
to multiply. t He regarded them as consuming locusts, a re- 
proach to the church, and wasteful to the state; and be resolved 
to convert thcii' babitations into cathedrals and colleges, with 
tbe view of restoring the clergy to the mental superiority 
whieb they anciently possessed over the people. The rumour 
of an innovation so terrible alarmed all tbe ecclesiastical 
orders. Their clamour was loud, incessant, and tdmost uni- 
versal. Every levity that tbe upstai't reformer had com- 
mitted was brought before the public, and magnified to tbe 
utmost; and, as if it could diminish tbe wortblessnes3 of 
his brethren, it was alleged to be little less tban monstrous, 
that a man so prane to tbe pleasures of life himself, sbould 
abridge tbe sensualities of others. Those who were fi'ee 
from the reprobate inclinations with which the priesthood 
were charged in tbe bull, exclaimed against the generality of 
the cbaa'ge, and the criminals were enraged at tbe prevention 
and punishment of their infamies. 

+ The extujit accountH of the anLueut Britlslt moiilcs are vei^ imperfect ; 
ihey are suffic.ieut, howevCTj to hIiow that the number w«i» very great, and 
obedient to the bic^hop of Caerleon, ast all the monks of the early agio^ of the 
«]biirch were to tlieir bishops, according' to the cimons of the nouncll oi* 
Chftloedon. During tlie ravages of the Danew^ they were so mneh reddfipd, 
that the ortlfr was uhnost destroyed, and tlitrir house:* rendertii every where 
desolate, till king Edgjir waa pei'stifided to restore them, Uv erected forty- 
seven monitsteries, whirh he intended to increase to fifty^ the jnbilee nuni' 
ber; and, from that period, monkery continued to thrive in England. In 
his reign the celibacy of tbe clergy was established ; for those who refused 
to part with their wives were then exiielkd from their livings, by Dunatan, 
archbiuhop of Canterbury^ Ethelwdd^ bishop of Winchester^ mid Oswald, 
l)ishi>p of Worcester* The exemption of the monasteries froin episcopal ojid 
I jurisdiclion, did not, however, fully prevail until some tam« after. 
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By virtue of his commission, Wolsej, as legate, instituted 
a court, which he endowed with a censorial jurisdiction over 
the priesthood. It was empowered to investigate matters of 
conseiencej conduct which had given scandali and actioDB 
which j though they escaped the law, miglit he found contrary 
to good morals. The clergy furnished abundant employment 
to this inquisitorial iostitution; and as the fiaes were strictly 
levied, and the aw*irds sternly executed, it enhanced their 
exasperation agaiu&t the founder. 

The same causes which had induced Wolsey to attempt a 
reformation in the manners of the English ecclesiastics, had, 
in other parts of Cliristendom, been long operating to produce 
similar effects. From the election of Alexander VI. the 
venality and vices of the pontifical government became noto- 
rious; and the wars whicii occupied the heaiis of the holy 
fathers from that era had exhausted the papal treasury. LeoX., 
finding the ordinary revenues of the popes insufficient for 
the demands of his political designs and magnificent amuse- 
meats, had, in order to raise money, recourse to many fmu- 
dulcut artifices. Among others, he revived those by which 
Urban II., towards the close of the eleventh century, incited 
ChriBtendom to arm for the recovery of Palestine. His first 
attempt was rendered abortive by the death of sultan Selira; 
but, as all flesh is prone to the enjoyments of sin, Leo thought 
that the sale of indulgences would prove a lucrative trade. 
Auricular confession was one of the great secrets by which 
the church attained and preserved her exorbitant domination j 
and it had been rendered completely effectual by the episco- 
pal appointment of confessors, who were selected on account 
of their bigotry and devotion to the eccleslaBticol cause. Sin- 
ners often felt the hardship of this regulation, and trembled 
to reveal the instigations of young desire, and the levities of 
youthful blood, to an austere and sanctimonious old maD. 
Leo, therefore, thought that freedom in the choice of confes- 
sors would be a great comfort to sinners. Licences to choose 
them were accordingly mid; but the mensm-e only tended to 
facilitate the progress of schism and apostasy. Those who 
had begun to suspect the vahdity of the papal pretensions, 
and to doubt the efficacy of ecclesiastical mediation, took for 
their confessors priests who were inclined to their own opi- 
nions. The chiefs of the church, in consequence, were nei- 
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tlaer so early nor so well informed of the propagation of 
heresy as formerly, and the danger was tar advanced before 
measures could be taken to procure abortion. The horrible 
outrages on humaidty which were afterwards committed, 
only served to make the catholic prie^jtliood for ever detest- 
able. 

But although the licences for choosing confessors would 
have gradually accomplished the diminution of the antichris- 
tian usurpations> it fs probable that, without the conjunction 
of other more immediately deei.^ive events, the Reformation, 
which commenced by the secession of Luther, would not hai^e 
so speedily taken place. The first outcry of that arrogant ex* 
pounder of the benevolent texts and pre<:epts of Christianity, 
was directed rather against abuses in the sale of warrants 
to sin> than agaiitst the principle on which they were sold* 
Even after he had been provoked to assail the papal sacra- 
ments, he showed himself still so inueh inclined to maintain 
exclusive prerogatives to the clergy^* that it may be fairly 
questioned whether his rebellion against the pope ^vas inspired 
by religious integrity or by carnal revenge. Luther belonged 
to mi order of strolling friars, wlio were employed to sell the 
indulgences in Germany, but who lost this advantage by a 
grant which Leo X, made of the profits arising from the sins 
of Saxony, to his sister Magdalen and her husbaad, a bastard 
of pope Innocent VIII- Punishment, among the vulgar, is 
considered as the proof of guilt; and tilings tolerated by sta- 
tutes and practice are rarely suspected of being wrong. The 
serviceless pensioners of tlie churcli, the sisters and bastards 
of her princes and ministers, never conceived that frauds on 
mankind collectively were of the same degree of moral turpi- 
tude as if they had been practised against individuals. Per- 
sons who would have repelled with indignation any proposal 
to swindle their neighbour, and would have punished, with 
feelings of just indignation, the practices of vulgar felons, 
made no scruple of dilapidating the stock of public wealth. 

* Uis conaent dmt tha luudgruve of I lease should miirry two wives wsis, 
at leasts a que^stio liable disyeusatioQ* It may very fnirly be Kuid, either to 
have originated in a motive to gain the landgmve Mly to Llih vfHU *}r to have 
heen the be^noing of new eccleslr^tical dogmas, which e[rcum8tanc«» 
*ifterwar;h fntsErated. 
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Magdalen and Cibo appointed an mipr*i(ient agent, who em- 
ployed tlie Dominicans instead of the order to wliicli Luther 
belonged, and they so glutted the market, that the trade of 
indulgences was ruined tor ever. Powers for delivering souk 
from purgatory were openly slaked in gaming-houses, by the 
inferior miscreants who acted as brokers for the sister of the 
holy father; and indelgences of the most odious descriptioa 
were sold in taverns and bagnios.* It was, therefore^ not 
surprising that the conseieiitious, as well as the discontented 
subjects of the pope, should openly proclaim the abuses of 
the apostolical government. The advocates of existing coB- 
toms exposed, in vain, the turbulent self-sufficiency of tlie 
reformers; and recalled to remembrance, with what constancy 
of virtue their ancestors had reared and supported that vener- 
able frame of things, which a reprobate generation, actuated 
by a strange phrenzy, w^as rushing to destroy. They forgot 
that the misconduct of advocates never can impair the princi- 
plea of a cause- But institutions arc only improved by the 
pressure of external compulsion. Reformations may be as- 
cribed to the wisdom of particular menj but they are the 
effects of remote causes, and extorted hecause the public wiU 
not endure the corruptions that render them desirable. The 
ecclesiastical machine was rotten. It could no longer perform 
its wonted functions, and a new one, suitable to the improved 
knowledge of the age, was indispensable. The manners of 
the workmen could neither affect the materiahj of the oldj nor 
the design of the new. Among the reformers were many 
virtuous characters; haters of corruption for its own sake^ 
and professors of Christianity for a recorapence not of this 
w^orld: nor can it be denied that the church of Home con- 
tained many members equally blameless; but the plunderers 
of shrines, and the burners of heretics^ were not of this de- 
scription. 

By the plan of ecclesiastical reformation which Wolsey 
adopted, the interference of the people wa,s anticipated in 
England. His legatine authority made him head of the 
church; and, as chancellor and chief minister, he possessed 
the efficient power of the executive government. Hence the 
reformation, being undertaken by him, seemed to emanate 



• GuicciardiaL Kb, xiv. 



PREVALENT SPIRIT OF CONTROVERSY. 51 

from the crown; and the nation was saved from those dread- 
ful tumults which attended the overthrow of popery in other 
countries, and which, though they were provoked by the 
bigotry of prelates and statesmen, were not the less criminal 
against society. The treasures and the costly fabrics of the 
monks should have reverted to the commonwealth, when 
their original destination ceased, and the alteration of opinions 
had superseded their utility. But the incendiary and selfish 
proceedings of the fathers of protestantism must be regarded 
as having been necessary, and the good which resulted from 
their destructive system has expiated their guilt. The mea- 
sures pursued by the pope, contrasted with those of "Wolsey, 
show the superiority of the cardinal's character to much ad- 
vantage. Leo, instead of endeavouring to amend the errors 
and vices of the church, punished those who exposed them. 
But the flames of persecution aided, as it were, the light of 
truth, and still more strikingly illuminated the atheistical 
atrocities of the Vatican. Luther was cited to Rome, sus- 
pended from preaching, and excommunicated; but these reso- 
lutions only served to magnify his importance, and to interest 
the people in his fate. The spirit of controversy, in conse- 
quence, seized on all ranks, ages, and sexes, to such a degree, 
tiiat extraordinary celestid aspects, which happened to be 
then observed, were alone supposed adequate to produce an 
effect so general and wonderful; and it has been remarked, 
that while the shrines were broken in Europe, the altars and 
idols of Asia and the new world were also shaken and over- 
thrown. 

Henry caught the enthusiasm of the age, and Wolsey was 
ordered to apply to the pope for authority to permit the 
perusal of Luther's prohibited writings to such as desired it, 
for the purpose of refuting their errors. Leo readily com- 
plied; and, in due season, the king brought forth his book on 
the seven sacraments; a work which the clergy, of course, 
extolled as the most learned under the sun. The author was 
compared to Solomon, and magnified for wisdom above all 
Christian princes that had ever existed. When the book was 
presented to the pope, he made no scruple of saying, that he 
hdd it equal to the works of St. Jerome and St. Augustine; 
and, with the concurrence of the consistory, he bestowed the 
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title of Defender of the Faitli* on Henry, and all his succes- 
sors, for ever. But though the king, in the management of 
]iis argument, nmy have shown himself an able divine, and 
superior in the vigour and propriety of his style, the forc.e of 
his reasoning, and the learning of his citations if yet, as the 
friar addressed himself to the common sense of mankind, tlie 
practical effects of their writiags were very different. Whe- 
ther Wolsey actually assisted in the composition of Henry's 
book is doubtful. That he was acquainted with its progress, 
and consulted with respect to the execution, is probable. 
The number and extent of his public trusts, certainly, formed 
suthcient employment for all his time; but as the uncommon 
elafiticity of his mind enabled him to pass, at oncCj from one 
kind of business to anotherj with extraordinary facility, he 
might, occasionally, perform the part of a friendly critic^ 
without having any paiticular share in the regular labour of 
the work. 

At the deiith of Leo X.^ Wolsey aspired to the tiara. How 
this ambition sbould ever Iiave been regarded as something 
very iniquitous is difficult to understand. It is the means 
u.<5ed to procure the gratification, and not the passion^ whick 
make ambition criminal. But though he was eminently 
r|ualified for the papal dignity, the Italian cai^dinals had strong 
objections to him on account of his country and character. 
They regarded all foreigners as barbarians,J and dreaded to 
admit into the consistory any person from those distant pro- 
vinces of Christendom where Rome was regarded as the asy- 
lum of all that was holy, harmless, and undefiled. He had 
therefore to contend with the impediment ai'ising from this 
prejudice, and with the two formidable factions, the imperial 
and French, which divided the conclave. A still stronger 
objection, though one that was felt, but could not be discussed^ 

* Fiddes menlious^ lUat it appears from a cliaiter of Eicliai\l IT. to tli« 
Tmiversity of Oxford, ilint be umde UFse of llift tide of flic Dfftndcr of the 
Fair ft.— Page 28'). 

Fuller says, in \m Clinrcli Hi:story, '' TLere went a tradition tLnl Patcii, 
the king's jester, {lercfiiviug the king very jocund, one day, ai«ked bim the 
reason^ imd when the king I old 1dm it waa becausf; of bin new title, I/efeader 
oftkt' Faith, the jcslt^r made tbia aruli reply, * Piitbee, good Iliury, let thee 
and me defend one aiiotbnr, and let the faith alone to defend itself*' *" — 
ilapint i* 749, note ;l, folio €d. 

t i'olliei's Etc!. Jligt, ii. 17, J Guicciar. lib. xiv. 
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arose from his known endeavours to curtail the lieentiousaess 
of the clergy. But it may be proper to consider, generally, 
the pubHc circumstances which, undonhtedly, ministered to 
prevent I lis election. 

Besides the personal qualifications of the candidate^t, it was 
natural for the conclave to consider the political interests 
whicli they were likely to affect. Both tlie French and Im- 
perial factions could not but perceive, that the election of 
Wobey would tend to form a third party, with aims and in- 
terests different from theirs. The menaces of the sultan, and 
the insurgency of the Spaniards^ rendered Charles, notwith- 
standing the geographical extent of his territories, barely a 
match for Francis, whose rounded, compact, and populous 
dominions enjoyed entire tranquillity. The kingdom of Henry, 
though scarcely equal to some of the emperor*a provinces, was 
yet, by its insular situation and prosperity, not inferior in the 
balance of power to either. The elevation of Wolsey to the 
papacy would therefore, probably, in the opinion of the car- 
din als, have given an undue preponderance in favour of Eng- 
land; especially if bis character was takeu into the estimate, 
and character has always great weight in the estimates of 
contemporary politicians. His vast pride, that lofty self-con- 
fidence which admitted of lio control, was a topic of detrac- 
tion throughout all Europe, His country made him obnoxious 
to the French and imperial factions, and his exposure of the 
ecclesiastical corruptions had not rendered him acceptable to 
the general body of the priesthood. At the death of Leo, it 
was obviously not the interest of the French to promote a 
man whose views and principles were iaimical to Francis; 
and it was more for the advantage of the imperialists to choose 
one of their own party, than such a man as Wolsey. Although 
opposed to each other, they were united against him. It was 
therefore natoral, that, in order to get rid of A Vol aey, and 
since they could not agree upon choosing a decisive character 
from among themselves, they should fix upon one who, by his 
age and neutral qualities, was not likely to essentially impair 
their respective influence. The event took place accordingly. 
After the conclave had been closed longer than usual, and 
when there was no likelihood of terminating the election in 
favour of the original candidates, a new one was proposed, — 
Adrian, the tutor of Charles; a man of moderate propensities. 
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and so far atlvanced in life that lie could not reasonably be 
expected to live long. He was imraediately elected* His 
elevation was, in fact, the effect of a tacit compromise among 
all parties; his age and character compensating for the ad- 
vantage which the imperialists were likely to gain by the 
event. As the election wm unammoufl^ the cardinals, with 
their usnal impiety, ascril>ed it to a special interlerenee of the 
Holy Ghost, who was wont^ they said, on such occasions, to 
inspire their hearts,* Wliat^ver Wolsey may have privately 
felt at being disappointed of the honour to which he had as- 
pired, the result did not alter the political policy which he had 
previoualy adopted. Nor is there any proof extant that he 
did not concur in opinion with those who suggested the ex- 
pediency of electing the eraperor^s tutor. Besides, his dis- 
appointment must have been palliated by the consideration, 
that Adrian was a foreigner, and that, by choosing him, the 
door, whicli had been long shut on the transalpine clergy, was 
again opened to thenij as well as to the natives of Italy. It 
could not fail to be remai*ked, that the objection of bis coun- 
try would weigh less at the next vacancy, the prospect of 
which, by the infirmittes of the new pope, was not very dis- 
tant. It has been alleged, that Charles did cot exert himself 
on this occasion for the advancement of the cardinal, as he 
had promised; but the contrary is the fact.f It is true that 
his own tutor was preferred; but there is little reason to 
believe that it was by his particular interference* The views 
and motives of the French and imperial factions, in choosing 
AdriaUj seem sufficiently obvious. 

In the meantime, the domestic administration of the cardi- 
nal had been troubled with an unhappy event, the trial and 
execution of Edward Stafford, duke of Buckingham. He was 
descended from a daughter of Thomas of Woodstock, the 
sixth son of Edward IIL; and, consequently, as all the legiti- 
inate heirs of the five elder brothers, but tlie mother of the 
king, had been cut off in the civil wars, he was next in line of 
bJood to the crown, in the event of Henry Yll.'a family be- 

» GuiccianJiui, lib. xiv. 
f Cltoirles certjujily did write to his ambufisttdor a! Rome, to solicit the 
cardindy to elect Wolsey to the papacy. Tbere is a letter of Ms to thin 
effect, dated OOtli Decemberi 1521, in the Cottonian Libriiry, Vitelliud, b, iv. 
No. 108. 
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Among other things which the duke complained of in tJw 
administration of the cardinal was, the expensive meeting oC 
the courts of France and England. lie represented it as a 
theatrical show, by which Wolsey only desired to exhibit to 
the world his iniltience overtlie two kings; but, being ordered 
to attend, he had prepared for the voyage mth the magnifi- 
cence suitable to his rank and fortune. Happening to be 
ready before the court, he went forward to liis estates in Kent, 
and dismissed his stew^ai'd for having vexed and oppressed the 
tenantry. A short time before his departure from London, 
his son-in-law, the earl of Surrey, appointed viceroy of Ire- 
land, had proceeded to Dublin.* It is necessary to notice 
this circumstance parliculai*ly; because, it has been alleged, 
that Surrey was sent purposely out of the way, that Wolsey 
might the more easily accomplish his machinations for the 
ruin of Buckingham, although it was chiefly on the evidence 
of the steward that he was found guilty. 

In the spring t following the interview of the kings, and 
about twelve months after Sun'ey had been sent to Ireland, 
Buckinghana was accused of treasonable practices; aiTcsted, 
and frequently examined; he was impeached, and ordered for 
trial. That he was fairly dealt with in the process cannot be* 



liave Hidd, timt the duke, lioiding- ihe basin ami towel lo tlte emperor and 
tbe king at Cimterbury, Wiis enraged at the cardinal for al^o atteniptiiig to 
wnsli liiii lingers while lie lield it. Bnt tlda anecdote is nor well autbenti- 
cateil* and h told in several diiFerent ways. Bt'sides, tlioae who lay stress 
on it, uiTwt exeulpitle Wolsey for havingf resolved on the oveithrow of 
Botkin^'Liaiii when he sent Surrey lo Itekod, m the eurl had dejuirted for 
Diihlhi before tlie court removed to Canieirbury, when this quurrel should 
ijuve lukeix iduce. 

There is another atoiy vhich seems to illustrate the chnraeter of the 
duke. One of the k-ing's sworn seriaiits having, withont leave, removed 
into the service of Bnckingham, \?n», on refusing to return, imiirisoncd by 
order of Wolney; and being accused of this denieanonr in the BUu -chamber, 
tmtl before the king in person, was foiuid guilty, and obliged to return to hia 
duty. Buckinghooi constnied this proeeediug into a personal af&ont, and 
never after ceased from rei.il in g the eardinal's tidminiairation. 

* April, lf>*20. It has been regularly alleged » from the days of Polydore 
Virgil to (liose of Bapio, tliat F^wrrey vrna sent to Ireland iu order thai he 
might l>c out of the way when lije ruin of the duke Uds deterniiuie*!. But 
the frtct appears to he, that the eari of Surrey wofe gent to Ireland a yew 
before the arrest of Buekingham^ and some time preTious to the dischu 
«f the Bervant, by whose evidence his desires were diaelosed. 

+ 1021. 
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denied. The duke of Norfolk, father of liia son-in-law, was 

appointed great steward for the occasion; nor have the other 
members of the couit, which consisted of a marquis, seven 
earis, and twelve barons, ever been mentioned as actuated 
against him by any questionable motive. But witnesses mi^ht 
be suborned, and the court, though of the purest integrity, 
might hear such assertions in oTidence, that sentence against 
the victim could not possibly be avoided. This, however, has 
never been alleged. It has never been asserted that the wit- 
nesses wei"e false, although the execution was considered as a 
severity which the actual aggression did not merit. He was 
convicted on charges which, in an age credulous of astrolo- 
gical predictions, and at a time when the calamities of the 
York and Lancaster wars were fresh in every memory, ap- 
peared much more heinous than can be conceived, without 
Tcf ere lice to tlio period in which they were made. The tur- 
pitude of crimes depends on the state of the public feelings 
when they happen to be committed. The amount of wrong 
does not constitute the degree of the guilt of evil actions; but 
the result of the estimate which society makes of the probable 
issue of tolerating such actions. The hideousness of guilt 
•consists in its consequences, as Sin is made horrible by the 
volumnious and loathsome length of her extremities. 

It was proved against Buckingham thai he had declared^ 
before the birth of the princess Mary, that he considered Mm* 
self, if the king died without issue, as heir to the crown ; that 
he did muny things which evinced a traitorous ambition^ find- 
ing fault with the conduct of Henry YII., and murmuring 
against the existing government; that he had dealt with a 
fortune-telling monk concerning his chance of succeeding to 
the throne; and, having confidence in the predictions, had 
courted popularity; that he said to his dismissed steward, if 
he bad been committed to the Tower on account of one of the 
king's servants, who had entered without leave into his house- 
hold, and who had been convicted of contumacy in the Star- 
chamber, he would have played the part his l^ither meant to 
have acted against Richard IIL, when he entreated to bo 
brought into his presence. He vrould have stabbed the king 
as he affected to kneel in homage; and, in telling these words, 
he grasped his dagger, and swore fiercely; and it was also 
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proved that lie liad rfaiil^ if the king died he would have tJif 
rule of the realm id spite of all opposition. 

Such is the essence of the ^hargea on whii'h he was ar- 
raigned. His coiisultatione with the Dionk had taken place 
many years before, and seem to have been broufrht forward 
with a view to show how long he had cherished uulawiid 
notions. Norfolk, in pronouncing the horrible sentence of 
high treason, wept bitterly, '' My lord," replied Buckingham, 
*' you have spoken ha a traitor should he condemned^ but I 
was never onej" and, turning to the other menxbei*s of the 
<;ourt, lie added, '^ I wish you no barm for what yon have 
done to me. May God forgive you my death, as 1 do 1 To 
the king I will not sue for life; but he is a gracious prince, 
and more good may come from him than I deserve." He 
then requested the prayers of the court, and, being conducted 
out of the hall, was conveyed to the Tower. Owing, proba* 
bly, to the state of the tide at London bridge, he w^as landed 
at the Temple staira, and caiTied through the city, Ti"eason, 
though bf all crimes the most dreadful j is yet, by something 
either in its magnitude or its resemblance to tbe gallant enter- 
prises of war, never considered with those sentiments of de- 
testation that acts of inferior guilt inspire. And a condemned 
mauj whatever may have been his otience, is always an object 
of compassion. In carrying the duke through London, the 
pity of the spectators wouid have been excited, even although 
Ids attendants had not solicited their prayers; especially as 
he had not actually perpetrated any palpable crime. The 
lamentations, therefore, which accompanied his condemnation 
and execution,* is rather a proof of the generosity of the 
people and of his own popularityj than evidence of innocence^ 
or of the Machiavelism ascribed by contemporary bistoriaiifl to 
the cardiaal. 

After Wolsey^s unavaihng attempt to reconcile Francis and 
Chxu"leSj it was expected that the French faction in Scotland, 
at the head of which was tlic duke of Albany, would, accord- 
ing to the ancient policy of that kingdom, endeavour to dis- 
turb the tranquillity of England, while Henry embarked in 
the war against France. This was rendered the more pro- 
bable, as queen Margaret, in consequence of a domestic di§- j 

* 17tL May, 1521. 
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agreement,* had detached herself from the Enghtih party, and 
openly declaimed, tliat she was accessory to Albany *s return.']' 
Prompt measures were, therefore, necessary to Irustrate the 
designs which the regent of Seothmd nnequtvccally meditated. 
The warden of the marches was, accordingly, cummiinded to 
pass the borders, J and to proclaim, that the Scots in less than 
a month, shonld de^sist from their predatory inroads and war- 
like preparations. The regency of Scotland disregarded the 
admonition, and the duke, with a numerons army, advanced 
towards the borders* But the barons and chieftains, though 
they had agreed to protect the frontiers of their owe conntry, 
refused to molest the land and subjects of England. Albany 
was, in consequence, ohHged to propose a truce, and to allow 
his army to disperse. Thus disappomtedj he suddenly re- 
turned to Paris, in order to concei-t new measures with 
Francis, who, though menaced on all sides by the confede- 
rates, continued assiduous in the execution of the plans 
which had, originidly, induced him to violate the league of 
Ijondon. 

Francis had ordered the goods, debts, ai^d persons, of the 
English in Bourdeaux to be arrested ;§ an aggression which 
greatly asloiaished the inhabitants of London^ and quickened 
the indignation with wliich his conduct had greatly inspired 
the government* The cardinal, instantly on receiving the 
news, sent for the French ambassador, and expressed with the 
utmost acerbity his opinions of E'rancis and his governmental 

• The drnkfi of AJhany hnd fleruiiiily been recuiled to Scothiinl by a large 
party id tUc s(&le. The queen lierstilf hEul invited Mnu After tlic luailti of 
FloddeUt^lie huii miu-iiciJ the young eiir! of An^tji*, wlio proving nn nufiullifiil 
hnsbondt aUe btid endeavoured, by tbe oieam; of AlbniJy, to proeure a divorce ; 
«iid among other can.sef^ tbat Kbe idleged for Heeking this indulgence, was jl 
report that king Jaraes had not been killed in tlie battle, but vevjs alive ab 
tile! i>eriot! of bur second maniage. Henry dis+approvcd of this i^raeeeding, 
And caujf! to bigb woi-da witb bis wister, wbo iiuswered bim in a letter of no 
small iiith aiid spiriL Fnincis cerLainly romiived at tbe return of Albany 
juto Scotland ; but tbere is no evidence which diHiiucily proves tbat be 
directly tufttjgaled it. On the contrary, Albany, it appears, waa opealy 
invited to ass^urae Ibc regency of ScoUand- 

t Eapin, 750. { 801 Feb., 1522. Stow, 015. 

$ (itli March, 15'2a. 

\\ '» Laid sore to Ins clmrge." The cardinoJ appears to have been in the 
practice of doitig tliis to the foreign ambassadora, whenever be worf dis- 
pleased with llie conduct of their courts. 
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in being the first proraofeers of the league of London, and the 
first who had violated its engagements. ** Francis,'* said 
Wolsey, **ga\e his word to the king, when they met in 
Picardj, that Albany should not be allowed to return ta 
Seotland; and yet he hiis Bent him there. What sort of a 
fellow must jour master be?" The ambassador was then or- 
dered to keep his houBe; and all the French and Scots in 
London were indiscriminately thrown into prison. This sum- 
mary retribution was immediately followed by other decisive 
acts of hostility; and orders w^ere issued to ascertain the popu- 
lation and resources of the kingdom, preparatory to the calling 
forth of all its power. 

The science of political economy, which has been so amply 
elucidated in the coiu^eof the eighteenth century, was scartily 
known in the time of Wolsey. Whatever was raised from 
the people, ibr the service of the state^ was regarded as so 
much subtracted from the wealth of the nation. The vital 
energy which arises from the general interchange of money, 
commodities, and skill, w^as, like the circulation of the blood,* 
then very imperfectly known. Nor was it understood that 
tbe impoverishment, occasioned by w^arsj proceeds as much 
from diminishing the number of productive labourers, as from 
the expenditure of treasure. It was not the custom for armies 
to act only against armies in those days, but to practise that 
system of levying contributions, which the French have, mtli 
so much success J resorted to in these. Whenever a country 
was invaded, all within the reach of the invader was subjected 
to his use. The inhabitants would have beheld, with as much 
astonishment, the enemy paying for provision!*, as the soldiers 
would have heard with indignation an order denying them 
the privilege of plundering. By the feudal obligations, those 
expenses which constitute the main expenditure of nations, 
fell immediately on the possessors of the soil, before the en- 
croachments of the clergy had attached to the church the richest 
domains, and made it no longer possible for the seculaa* orders 
to bear the w^LoIe charge alone* The ecclesiastics bemg ex- 



* Dr. Hanrey diil not diacover, but onJy demoDstrated tbe circniatioa of 
iLe blood. Among tnuny otlii?r nodceti nf a knowledge of its motioa in 
different wiitingST Brutus snya to Portia, tlmt »he wm 

** As dear to me as are tbe ruddy drops 
That nsit my sad hsait." ^--Julius Cdsstir. 
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When the feudal system was in its Tigour, it let Irmwrilf to 
the ambition of kings. For, althoi^h it eitabfed them lo 
resist aggression with more ejqiedition than anj waMiarj 
arrangement that has yet appeared^ it prevented them horn. 
combining with so much e^ct as the Uter institiilion of 
standing armies. It was only eadculated for defensve opevs- 
tions. The limited time which the vassals were boimd to 
attend the chieftains, accoutred and provided for the field, 
was too short for the execution of great schemes of conquest, 
thoogh sufficient to frustrate invasions undertaken by feudal 
armies. But as the system itself feU into decay, foirces were 
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formed, with commanders distinct from tbe possessors of the 
land» 1x?forc any material change took place in the relative 
condition of tlve provincial states of Christendom. The 
diange, arising from the decay, first be^an to show itself in 
leagues oiFensive and defensive; for the preservation of which, 
troops, ready for the field, became requi&ite, and for their 
maintenanee the obligations of knight- ^erviee were com- 
muted for money. As the feudal system sunk, the financiftl 
rose; and the means were taken from the people of defend- 
ing themselves, and placed in the hands of the military order. 
Hence, nations which formerly would have required the 
efforts of ages to overcome, have, in tliese days, been con- 
quered by regular armies in a single battle. Under the 
financial system, that country which can support the lai^gcst 
standing force must necessarily prcYail. But duiing the 
ancient state of the European nations^ the farther an invading 
army advanced, its means of annoyance diminished, while 
those of its opponents increased. The ease is different when 
the contest lies between two regular armies: the inhabitants 
of the invaded coontry are defenceless; they trust to their 
military order, and when it. is vanquished, they are subdued. 
The rule becomes transferred to the victors, and the people, 
destitute of those standards of local champions, around which 
their ancestors were wont to rally with invigorated hopee, 
even after repeated defeats, submit without resistance to the 
decrees of their new masters. This state of things can only 
l>e abrogated by the renunciation of coalitionary projects; 
and by each nation constituting within itself a system of 
defence commensurate to its population. It is difficult to 
understand on what principle of natural justice one govern- 
ment should link its fate to that of another. For what are 
called the common causes of nations, those in which different 
states with clistinct interests and opposite sentiments unite 
and war against any other particular state, most necessarily 
be unjust, because the very object of their coalition is only 
contingent. Such contracts, liowever, as the league of Lon- 
don, whicJi, perhaps, ought to be regarded as the grandest 
monument of the comprehensive mind of Wolsey, are of a 
different nature. They are, in some degree, to nations, what 
public statutes are to persons; and their tendency, as was 
shown in the appeal to Henry, and in the meeting of the 




CONVENTION BETWEEN PEANCB ilND SCOTLAND. 



6a 



congress at Calais, is raanifcstly to constitute a tribimal, to 
which nations may refer their complaints against the en- 
croachments of one anotlier. 

Scotland, by her iilliance with France, always reckoned, in 
the event of war with En^lancl^ on a powerful diversioa 
being made in her favour, by tlie proximity of tfie Englis^h 
continental dominions to tbe territories of tbe French kings. 
And France, in her turn, being continually exposed to the 
pretensions of the warlike Plantageiiets to her whole crown, 
calculated on a similar advantage trorn the borders of kScot- 
land, against the veiy body itself of the English monarchy- 
This recifjrocity of policy formed a strong connexion between 
the courts of Paris and Edinburgh; and nothing, prior to the 
marriage of Janies lY. witb the daughter of Henry VII,, 
occurred to impair its utility. But that marriage, and the 
magnanimity of England after the calamitous fall of James 
at Flodden, with the relationsbip of his children to Henry, 
opened the affairs and ])olitics of Scotland to tbe influence of 
the Enghsh cabin (3t. Wolsey availed himself of this circum- 
stance; and the ministers of Queen Elixabeth perfected the 
systematic interference which he so successfully commenced. 
Improbable as it ought to be^ that persons belonging to that 
high class which is particularly entrusted with the sacred 
custody of the honour and independcoce of their country, 
should, for selfish purposes, enter into a corrupt correspond- 
ence with the minister of a foreign state, there are nume- 
I'ous documents extant which prove tbe venality of Scottish 
peers and prelates, and their subserviency to cardinal Wol- 
sey. From the period of tlie battle of Flodden, and the 
meeting of the congress at Calais^ a greater predilection 
towards England was formed ivithin the bosom of Scotland 
than had existed since tbe time of Edward I. From the date 
of the battle, the French intlucnce began to decline. During 
the cardinal" 3 administration it was rendered almost nugaloiy; 
for when it did happen to succeed to a certain extent, its 
schemes, by some secret skilful management, suddenly dis- 
solved in the moment of parturition, and disappointed the 
hopes of those who liad conceived them. 

The time wliich the emperor had tixed for bis second visit 
to England, and for which he had made stipulations in the 
treaty concluded by Wolsey at Calais, was now arrived, A 
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number of persons of tlie first rank were, in consequence, 
sent to attend him across the channel; and the cardinal, witli 
a sumptuous train of ecclesiastics, received hiai again at 
Dover.* The king, as on his former visit, met Mm in the 
castle, and thence conducted him to the palace of Greenwich. 
On Whitsunday, he went to St. Faurs with the court;; aad 
the cardinal performed the service with a degree of osten- 
tatiovjs pomp never surpassed hj the popes themselves. Two 
Ijarons held the basin and towel before the mass; two earla 
after the gospels; and two dukes served him at the last lava- 
tion. When Charles was soon after instituted a knight of 
the garter, he received the sacrament with Henry; and they 
vowedj togetherj kneeling at the altar, to maintain inviolate 
a treaty which had been prnviously di-awn up, and whidi, 
from the place of ratification^ was called the treaty of 
Windsor. 

By tills contract it was declared, that hosiiUties having 
arisen between the emperor and the French king, they had, 
as contrahenta of the league of LoDdon, applied to the king of 
England, who, to compose their differences, had sent cardinid 
Wolsey to Calais, and it was proved that the aggressions had 
first been committed by the French. Wolsey failing to effect 
a reconciliation, and Francis having violated his faith to 
Henry by sending the duke of Albany to Scotland, and also 
by molesting the English trade, it was agreed that Charles 
and Henry should unite in the prosecution of the war against 
France: and, in order to render their alliance the more effec- 
tual and permanent, it was likewise agreed, that Charles 
should, in due time^ he married to the princess Mary, or for- 
feit ^ve hundred thousand crowns if he failed in this engage- 
ment. The daughter of Henry had formerly been betrothed 
to the unborn heir of Francis, but the occurrence of war had 
dissolved that contract. The most remarkable article, how- 
ever, in the treaty of Windsor, is an agreement on the part» 
respectively, of the two sovereigns, to constitute cardinal 
Wolsey judge and arbiter of their differences; and they em- 
powered him to pronounce the sentence of excommunicatiq 
on the first that infringed the articles of the con tract, f 
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During the emperor's residenee in England, Henry set no 
limits to his munificence; a continual succession of those 
gorgeous entertainments in which he himself so much de- 
lighted, afforded to his guest opportunities of practising that 
meretricious affability which captivates the affections of the 
Tulgar; while he secured by gilYs and vails a lease of tbe good 
w^ill and praise of the courtiers. Surrey was recalled from 
Ireland to be employed in the war. It was alleged^ that 
between him and Wolsey there was a secret antipathy. If 
this was the case, the conduct of the cardinal was certainly 
magnanimous towards this courageous and decisive man. Ue 
kept him employed in situations of the highest trust, and 
enabled him to acquire that lofty renown which stiU exhibits 
liim to posterity as one of the greatest %varriors that England 
ever produced. He was, at this time, apjxjinted admiral of 
tbe combined English and imperial fleet, from which, while 
tbe emperor was with the king, he made two descents on the 
coast of France, and returned with much booty. He after- 
wards conveyed the emperor to Spain with a fleet of one hun- 
dred and eighty men of war, the largest that had ever before 
departed from the shores of England. 

It has been said* that, although Charles appeared to trei^ 
WoUey with so much deference, one of the objects of his visit 
Wi\s to ingratiate himself more intimately with Henry, and to 
acquire an interest in his affections beyond the influence of 
the favourite. But this is not probable. ITie visit bad been 
concerted by Wolsey himself, and nothing hod occurred which 
could induce the emperor to expect, or to desire, a change in 
the councils and system of England. It is true that, at this 
period, the active genius of the cardinal was felt throughout 
all Europe; and tliat he arrogated a degree of mastery o\er 
the particular aUairs of England, which the constitution was 
not supposed to have vested, even then, in the prerogatives 
of the crown. But Henr}% always fervent in his attachments, 
was proud of the great qualities and zeal of his minister, and 
alike regardless of the insinuations of envy, the venom of 
malice, and the craft of diplomatic depravity. He had too 
much discernment not to perceive the blemishes of Wolse/s 
character, his surpassing ostentation, pride of superiority, and 
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love of luxury J* but these specks were lost in the lustre of his 
general merits* 

Surrey, after conveying the emperor to Spain, landed on 
the coast of France a force of about seven thousand men, who 
plundered the town, and destroyed the ships, in the harbour 
of Moriaix. Having re-einharked> he came to Cowes, in the 



*".,*. Now must 1 Jecliire tLe mumirr of hin gomg to Westminster 
Hall in the tenn time. First, when lie came out of Us privy cbamber, he 
most comrannly lieartl two masaes in Ids cliapcl ; and I heaitl one of bis 
chftplftins say since (tlint buh a man of credit and excellent learnings) that 
wliot busiuess soever tlie ciirdinfli hud in the duy tinier that lie never 
went to bed with iiny part of liis service iin-saiil^ no, not so much as one 
Ciollect, in which I thiak he deci'ived iniLny a raim. Then going into his 
her ogaim ^^^ demimded of uotde of his servanis if they were in reodi- 
Wf and had frinibhed hJK ehivmber of presence, aiid wiidtlng chaniher. 
I being then advettii+ed of thiiij came out of his privy chamber about eight 
Osf the clock, ready ttpparpllcd in red, like u ccuxliudi ; Lis upper vesture was 
All of scoidet, or eke of tine crimson tafft'tii, or crimson suiiu ingroineda 
Hia liefuUpilliou scarlet, witli a black velvet cap, and a tippet of sables nbout 
Itia neck, holding in bis boiul nn orange, the meat or Hubsianee thereof 
I^Bing tiikeu out, and tilled ogoiu witJi ft part of a ftpouge, full of viuegw and 
other eoiiffctioTis, agninst pestilent nirs, the which he most commonly held 
to bin nose when be came to a press, or when he was pestered with miuiy 
fluitors. And before him wag borne the brottd Seal of England, itiid then 
the cardinal's hat, by some lord or some gentleman of worsliip, right 
solemnly. And as soon ok he was entered into his cbamber of preftence, 
*here there were doOy attending on him as well noldenien of tliis realm, hs 
other worthy gentlemen of his own family, then cried the gentJemen-ui^hen 
that went before him bareheflied, ' (In, ma«ttnj, before* and moke mom fbr 
my lord 1" Thus went he down the Ihdl, with a serjemjt-a,t-arms before him, 
laetiriag a great mtice of silverT and two [gentlemen carrying two great plotea 
of silver. And when he came to the hall door, there his mnle stood trapped 
sll in cdnison velvet, with r swaddle of tlie same. 

" Then there were atteuding him, when he was motinted, his two croHS- 
Ijeai'ers, Ixia two pillar-beitrers, all upon great horses oil in tine scarlet. 
And so ]w raiurched on, witli a train ef gentry, having four footmen aboal 
14^11 bcm-ing every one of them a pokaxe in his haml. And thus pssjied 
he forth, till lie cfime to Westminmer, aiid there idighiRd, and went in thi« 
manner up to ihe chance ly, stayed awliile at a bmr, mode for him beneatli 

' liie chancery, and there he communed sometimes with the judges^ and 
sometimes with other persons. And then he went up to the chancery, and 

' fut there till eleven of the clock, to hear suits and to determine canaes. 

, And from thence he would go into the Stai- Chamber, m occasion served 
luin; he neitlier spared high nor low, but did judge evei^ one according to 

► right. 

■ Every Sunday he would resort to tlie coMrt, being then at Greenwich, 

L with \i\ii former rehearsed train und triumph, taking his barge at his own 
8, famished mth yeomen standing npon the bayls, and his gemtleme 
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Isle of Wiglit, where he conferred the honour of knighthood 
on several officers who Imd signalised themselves in that ex- 
ploit; * for the practices of chivalrj still prevailed, and knights 
in arms wei'e qualified to elect the diBtinguished soldier on 
the field. 

The WOT, in the meantime, against Francis, was resolved 
to be prosecuted at all points* Orders were issued to ascer- 

-witiiin and about, aud landed at the Three Cranes, in the Vlntry, and fi'oiii 
thence he rode upon hi» mule with his tTrt>sse«, Ids ptUarSf his hat, Hiid hia 
Broad Seal carried before liitn upon korsebock, iiloug Thttmes-HtJieet, tindl 
lie came to DilUngsgate, and there he took his bujr^c, and so went lo Grefu- 
wkih, where he was nobly entertained of the lords in tlie kiup's liou.»4eg 
being' there with staves in tlieir hjindH, as the treasurer, comptroller, and 
many others, and ho conveyed into the king^H charaher. After dinner he 
went home agidn in like trimnpli.'* — CarrHdish, 

It was made one of tlie articles of impeachment iigaiuHt him, " That by 
his ontrageons pride he had greatly shatlowed a long Benson ins j^ruce's 
imnon? " Art. xliv* Sir Thomas More, when speitker of the House of 
Commoni*, notiaing a complaint which hud been made by the e^odinidf that 
nothing could be said or done in that house, but it wns preaeutly »preiul 
-abroad, and became the talk of every tavern or ale house, '• Mastera (suya 
he) forasmuch us my lord cardinal lateJy laid to our charge the Ijghtneswaf 
our tongues for things uttered out of this house, it f*haii not, in ray miud» 
be RmiBs to receive bini in nil his pomp, with his unices, his pillars, puh> 
Aces, his crosses, Lia hat, aud the great weal too ; to the intent thtit if he 
find the like fault with ns hereafter, we may be the bolder from ourselvea 
to lay the blame on those which hla grace bringeth with him." — Jlnperg 
Life of Sir Th^tmtu M(*rt% p. '21, edit. 1H17, Sir Thomas Moir, jilso, in 
his Apology, writteii in the year Ui-iy, reflects Kev(prely upon the change 
iittroiluced imaong the clergy, thraugh the ctu'ctiual's means, in the luxury 
and stimptuonsncBs of tlieir dress. — Jl'fjr/at, p. 8iJ2. 

The pidpit, likewise, oonstantly raised its voice against him. Doctojf 
Bamep, who was bnmt in Smithfield, io the year ir)41, pieaclied, in St. 
Edwards' church, in Cambridge p a sermon, for whii'h he waa c filled ta 
appear before the cardinal. This woa a part of their diidogue,, Hi* it in 
related in Fox: — " Wliat, master doctor, (finid the cardimd,) hml yoii not. 
a sufficient Hco|>e in the acriptnres to teacii the people, but my golden slioeH, 
my poleaxes, my pillars, my golden cu-iliions, my eross, did fio aore otf'end 
yoa, that yon must make uh ridkulnm vaput araougHt the people ? We 
were jolily that day laughed to ficom. Verily it wob a sermon more fit 
to be preached on a stage than in a pulpit; for at the last you ftiiid I wore 
a pair of red gloves. I should sii\y hhiody gloves, (quoth you ) that 1 should 
not be cold iu the midst of my ceremonies ;" and Barnes answered, " 1 spiike 
nothing but the truth out of the seriptnres, according to my conscience^ 
and accorrling to the old doctors*" — Fux'x Jcts^ p. 1088. 

The Ibllowing curions pEissage from Doctor Barnes's " Supplication to 



* Holinsfbed, 874. 
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tain the full strength of the kingdom. An exhibition was 
made of all the arms; the number of persons above the age of 
sixteen was reckoned; and the names of the lords of manors, 
as well as of all the beneficed clergy, were taken. Aliens 
were, at the same time, obliged to register with the magis- 
trates an account of their families, their professions, and the 
occasion of their residence in England. The result enabled 

the King," printed by Myddleton, in 12mo, without date, is probablv more 
correct than the exaggeration of the good old martyrologist. It opens to 
us, as Doctor Wordsworth justly remarks, some part of the philosophy npoB 
which tlie cardinal defended the fitness of that pomp and state which he main- 
tained. " They have haculum pastolnrem to take sheep with, but it is not Uke 
a shepherd's hook, for it is intricate and manifold crooked, and tumeth always 
in, so that it may be called a mace, for it hath neither beginning nor endiiig, 
and it is more like to knock swine and wolves in the head with, than to 
take sheep. TJiey have also pillars and poleaxes, and other ceremonies, 
which no doubt be but trifles and things of nought. I pray yoa what is 
the cause that you call your staff a shepherd's staff? You help no man 
with if. ? You comfort no man ? You lift up no man with it ? But you 
have stricken down kings and kingdoms with it ; and knocked in the head 
dukes and earls with it. Call you this a shepherd's staff? There is a 
space in the shepherd's staff for the foot to come out again ; but your staff 
tumeth and wiudeth always inward and never outward, signifying that 
whosoever he be that cometh within youi* danger, that he shall never come 
out again. This exposition your deeds do declare ; let them be examined 
that you have to do with, and let us see how they have escaped your shep- 
herd's hook. But these be the articles for the which I must needs be s 
heretic ; nevertheless all the world may see how shamefully that 1 have 
erred against your holiness in saying the truth. My lord cardinal reasoned 
with me on this aiticle ; all the others he passed over, saving this and the 
sixth article. Here did he ask, ' If I thought it good and reasonable that 
he should lay down his pillars and poleaxes, and coin them ?' Here is the 
heresy that is so abominable, — I made him answer that I thought it well 
done. * Then,' said he, * how think you, were it better for me, (being in 
the honour and dignity that 1 am,) to coin my pillars and poleaxes, and to 
give the money to five or six beggars, than for to maintain the common 
wealth by them as I do ? Do you not reckon,' quoth he, * the common 
wealth better than five or six beggars ?' — Singer, 

** His house was always resorted unto, like a king's house, with noble and 
gentlemen, coming and goiug in and out, feasting and banquetting all ambassa- 
dors, and other strangers right nobly. And when it pleased the king's majesty, 
as many times it did, he would, for liis recreation, resort unto the cardinal's 
house, against whose coming tliey wanted no preparation or goodly furniture, 
with victuals of the finest sort that could be had for money or for friendship. 
Such pleasures were here devised for the king's delight, as could be invented 
or imagined; banquets set with masques and mummers, in such costly 
manner, that it was glorious to behold. There wanted no damsels meet to 
dance with the masquers, or to garnish the place for the time with a variety 
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the cardinal to know the extent of his resources; and, in 
order to avail liimseir of them, the convocation and pai-liament 
were sumaioned to meet. 

The convocation of the clergy anciently consisted of two 
chambers like tlie pfuiiajnent. Iti (he upp<^r, sat the arcli- 
bishops, and mitred abbots; and in the lower, the deans with 
the inferior graduates. With tiie king's writ for caUing the 

of other pnstiraea. Then were tliere divers kiutlis of mu^ic, and mimy choice 
men find women KJagers npiMjioied lo t^ijv^, wJio bud excelletn vokea* I 
have seen tlie king roinc sntldcnly Lbilber in ii musk, wilh n duxeu miwuiierB, 
all in giimieniH, like shephei-ds, made of fine flotJi of gtdd, itiid fiilver wire, 
and fine criinsoii satin^ engrniued, mid eajjs of ilie {santet ^ilh ^iznitis itnd 
sixteen tort li-be are r«, besideH ibeii- driinHuers uud otberti atttnding <m tliem 
with viximls, and dollied idl Ln hutiiji ; and before his eiiterin{? itiio ihe jjail, 
you slajjl nndereiand that he came by water to ibe wiktt*r-gnit% witbont imy 
noi»et where were layd divcra cbiunbers luid piiisi, cbaiged with sliui^ and 
en hi» landing they were discharged, which made such a ratUing noine in 
the njr, thai it was like thunder ; it made all tbe iLohknien, gentltmeii, uud 
ladies to muse what it should meau^ comiug so suddenly, lUe) filing quietly 
at a banquet, in this sort. You shidl nndt-rsland that tlie tables nei-e set in 
the chamber of prewf uce* covered, ansl my lord enriliiial j»itUng niider his 
cloth of ftlate* Euid having bis service all alone; aud tliere wa'i there set 
a lady and a nobleman, and a gentkiEan und n geinlewnmaii, tlirongbont till 
the tables in tbe cbamler on the one siile, which were mude iJl joining, oa 
it were, bnt one table ; all wbicb order was done by my lord Saiid:^, then 
lord-cbeniherlain to the king, i\iid hy Sir Henry (jnilfoni, Ihe comptroller of 
the kingti honse. Then, immediately after this great shot of guns, the 
eordinai desired tbe lord chamberlain to see what it did mean, as though he 
koew nothing of the matter; tbey then looked ont of the window into the 
Thames, aud returning ng«in, told him tbut tbey thought that tbey were 
noblemen aud f?trangers, m-rived at tbe bridge, imd coming as ^imha»Hadors 
from some foreign prince. With that said the cardinal: *1 desire you, 
because Aoti can speak French, to tuke the piuus to go into the ball, there 
to receive them into tbe cluunber, when they shall see i\&. ami all thene 
noble personageii flitting merry at onr banquet^ desiring them to sit down 
with ns, and iiike part of onr fare/ Then went tbey incouliucntly into the 
liuJl, where they i-eceived them witli twenty torches, and conveyed Ihem np 
into the chamber with such a number of diumu and flutes as I have, seldom 
seen togetlier at one time and place. Then, at tbeir aJTiviJ into the chiim- 
ber, tbey went two imd two togetlier, directly before tbe cardinal, where he 
aat, mid saluted him very reverently. To wbom the lord chiuuberlainj for 
them, said: ' Sh-, forusmtich a^ tliey nre j+trangers, and cannot speidt English, 
they biive desired! me to tell you (]jai Imviiig au nndcrstanding of ihis, your 
triunipbant hajiqttf t, and tljat there were aftsembled 6ucb a number of fair 
daineis, could do no Icsa, under tbe hupportatton of your grace, tbnu to view tis 
weU tbeir innamparable beauty, as to accompany ibtm at mnm-chunce, and 
After that to dtmce with them, so to beget theLr better acquaintunce ; aud, fur- 
thermore, they j-equhe of your grace licence to aecompliwh this canae of 
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pai*liament, an order was sent to the archbisliops to summon 
lie convoctition, but the day of meeting was not mentioned id 
[the rojal order. The clergy, atfectiug to be independent of the 
[crown, did uot choose tliat it should appeiu: that they were 
[particularly controlled i^ the lissembling of the convocation, 
[Jriie will of the king, as to the day of meeting, was, in conse- 
(^ que nee, privattily communicated to the archbishops, who, in 

th/tii coming.' Whereupon the cnrdinid said he was willing, and ^eiry itbH 

content tliot tL«y should do so. Then went the moaquerst and first saJat^ 

[nil the dmuei^if and ihien returned to the moat worthieai, BuUd iliere opened B 

} grewt tiuji of gold, illed whh crowns and other pieces, to cast at. Thus 

I jieruBiug till the geu lie women, of some liiev won^and to some they lost And 

I |iavi£kg viewed all the ladies, they retunUHl to the cfirdiual with great revet- 

I «uce, pouring down all their gold, which w«a aboTe two liundred crowns. 

" ^ At all i' ipuotli the cojdiual, and cAsdng the dice, he won it, wliereat was 

L made great joy. Thfiii iiuolli tlie canliiml to my hird chamherlain : * J jfTay 

jron go tell tlierat that to meitseemeth tliere should he iinoblenjau amongst 

I them, that better deserves to mt in this plwce Llian 1, to whom 1 t^hould gla^Uy 

fluneuder the same, according to my duty, if I knew him/ Then sptike my 

( loitl chamberlain to them in Prencl], and declared my lord cardinal's woi 

«nd they ronndlng (whispering) him again in tlie eai', the lonl chumberli 

I fiaid nmo my lord cardinal : ' Sir/ quoth he, * they confess that among tJ 

[ is such a riohle personage, whom, if your grace can point out from the 

lie in com eu ted to disciofte himself, and to accept of your place most 

i ii]gly.' With tlittt the cardimd, tiikinp a good avisement, went amouj 

I lliem, and at the 'last„ iiuotli he : ' Ir aeenielh lo me that the gentleman with 

the hlack betud should he he ;' and with that he rose ont of his chair, ond 

ottered the same to tiie gentleman wills the black heard, with the cup in his 

hmid. But the cardimil was mistaken, tVir the person lo whom he then 

otlerf*d hh chair, was Sir Edvvard Meville, a comely kiiiglit, and of a gooitly 

[ personage, who did more refjemble his majesty's person, than any other in 

thiit masque. The king, seeing the cnrdinul so deceived in bia choice, 

could not forbear langhingt hut pniled down his viz^rtl^ ojid Sir Edward 

> JJeville also, will) such a pleasant countenance and cheer, (hat *dl the ijohle 

( 0StateH there rejoiced* The CiirdlnEd desiircd him to take hia place, to whom 

I she king made answer, that he would fir^it go and shift him ; and thereupon 

went into the casdinal's bedchamher, where was a great fire prepared for 

Inm, and iherfj; be new apparelled himself wilh rich and princely garmeuts. 

And in the kiugs abseuee, the dishes of the banquet were clean 

away, and the tables covered again ATith new and perfumed clothH, c 

man fitting still, nntH the kingK majesty^ with hi^ ma5quei*&, came 

among them» ever)- man new apparelled. Then the king took hia seUy 

tinder the cloth of ewtate, t^ommflndiug every mmi to sit still, as they did 

Iwfore, And then cume in a new banqut^t in.d'ore hia majesty and the rest, 

of two hnudr^il dishest and more, of wondrous costly meats and devictjs, 

ftnd so they passed the night in banqiietiing and dancing until the moraing, 

which much rejoiced the eui'dinal to see his wovereigu lord so pleasant At 

iis 1 10 use . ' ' — Ca veitflhh . 
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tlieir writs, informed the subttlterns of their respective pro- 
vinces when and where to assemble. On this occasion, 
WoLsej, by virtue of his legatine supeHoritj, regulated the 
convocation. The clergy met according to the 3ummons of 
the archbishops in St. Piiiil's, London; but the cardinal 
obliged theni to adjourn their meeting to Westminster 
abbey,* where ho expkined to them the causes whicii re- 
quired their attention and deliberation » 

He expatiated on the obhgations which the church lay 
under to the king, for suppressing the schism which was 
likely to have arisen in the day.-? of Juliufi; but particularly 
for that excellent book which lie had written in defence of 
the faith, and which they had all so becomingly declared to 
be inestimable. " Now," said the cardinal, *^ as he is engaged 
in a war mth the French king, who has sent the duke of 
Albany into Scothuid to invade England from that quarter, 
it is proper tliat his clergy should show the sincerity of their 
gratitude; and prove themselves sensible of the happiness of 
having such a sovereign, by giauting him something, as much 
beyond all precedent, as they have atlb-med that he has trans- 
cended all kings;" and he concluded by proposing, that they 
should engage to pay him yearly, for five years, a sum. equal 
to the tenth part of theii" inuomes. The opulent prelates of 
Kocbester and AVinchester opposed the motion^ They repre- 
sented it as an unheard-of extortion, which it was not pos- 
sible for the clergy to pay and live. Wolsey, howeven was 
not daunted. By practising the common modes of managing 
deliberative bodies^ by corrupting some, and contriving occa- 
sions of absence for otliers, he secured a majority of votes, 
and, in the end, was victorious. All natives who held bener 
fioes were to pay ten per cent, and all foreigners twenty per 
cent. A iew celebrated men were placed on a footing w'ith 
the natives, among wliom Erasmus and Polydore Vii'gil were 
mentioned with distinction. This is a singular fact, and 
proves the estimation in which the characters of those eminent 
authors were then held. But the general host of ecclesiastics 
regarded the conduct of the cardinal, on this occasion, as 
scarceiy less tolerable than in the institution of his legatine 
court; and they were only content to pacify their indignation 

« Ktli May, 1523. 
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by obtaiDiiig sm exemption of tkeir means from secular inves- 
tigationj an exemption which, liaving been stipulated, was, 
[probably, not originaliy intended to have been allowed. 

In the parliameut the eardinal was not so s^^cce^sfuL The 
[inemberri of that venerable body, obliged, by the rated valua- 
ion of tlieir knd^, to provide proportioned quantities of the 
^materials of war, in eoiiimon with all the other lay proprietora, 
and having no means of indemnity for their individual con- 
tributions, either in colonial or revenue offices, or contracts, 
or army promotions, or any of those numerous modes of 
recompensing themselves for their share of the public byrdens, 
I T>y which, in later times, sach miracles in finance liave been 
] performed, were not so easily s>vayed by the energy of the 
I minister's eloquence. The commons chose Sir Thomas More 
Vfor their speaker,* When the enstomary ceremonies at the 
[ opening- of parliament were over, the caidinal, attended by 
I several of the peers and prelates, bearing a verbal message 
^ from the king, entered the bousCj nnd addressed the speaker 
on the expediency of granting suppUes adequate to the vigorous 
prosecution of the war. When he had retired, a long de- 
bate ensued, which terminated in a rescilution to gi-ant only 
half tlie sum demanded, Wolsey, on heai'ing this, went a 
[second time to the houBe, and requested to hear the reasons 
of those wdio opposed the motion. Eut the speaker inibrmed 
him, that it was the order of the house to hear, but not to 
reason, except among themselves. The cardhial then re- 
peated what he had before said on the subject, and endeavoured 
to convince the memhers that what was required for the 
public service, ought not to be considered as subtracted fi*om 
the wealth of tlie nation.| The war, however, being one of 



♦ April 15, L0!23. Sir Thomiw* More, on tlii^ occnsioii, viben intrcwhicwl 
as speaker, aidresscd Ibc king' to ihe following effect. ** I um botb wanting 
in wit, learning, and discretioD^ to speak before so great a prince. Pbormio, 
your majesty must well know^ desiied llannibal to attend h'm lectures, wUich 
he cotifii'Utpd to. Bnt, wlien Hannibal was come, Pbormio begnn to tr^at 
of cliividry ; upon wbich he imnieiiiately called biiti a kwU for presuming lo 
teacb hiin» wbo was master of tbe urt of war. So, in like nuuiiier, if I sboiiid 
Bpeak before your majesty of Ic^amiiig, and ordering of the common wealth, 
your liigbneBs lieing so well warned* and of siicb prudence und experience^ 
migbt justly say to me as Hip. great Hannibal said to Pboraiio." 

+ Tbere is an anecdote told of lUe king on tbis occasion. Heftring that 
the commons were liktly to object altogether to tbe griiDl, lie scut for one of 
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policy, and not in revenge for injury received, nor to avert 
any visible danger^ the commons were re^^olute, and only 
granted about ^vi^ per cent, on certain incomes for live years, 
instead of double that sum, as t)ie mioister had requested. ♦ 

But even the reduced grant was loudly complained of, and 
the people universally repined that their means and proi»rties 
should be suhject to the investigation of the collectors of the 
tax. Deputations from the merchants of London waited on 
the cardinal, and begged him to consider, for Gkid's sake ! 
that the richest merciiants were often bare of money in war; 
and they entreated that they might not be sworn as to the 
value of their property, for the valuation was necessarily 
doubtful, and many an honest man's credit was better than 
his substance. ** To make us sweai*," said the}', *' will expose 
us to commit perjury/' *' The dread of committing perjury/* 
said Wolsey, calmly, *^ is, at least, a sign of grace; but you 
should give the king some proof of your loyalty. You fiee 
what costly armies are preparing for France and Scotland; 
and these he cannot maintain unless you give him assistance, 
and we know that you can afford to do it very well. On 
Saturday next I will, therefore, send a person to receive 
estimates of your me^uis: and let such of you as have more 
credit than property, come privately to me, and I will take 
care that he shall not be injured." The merchants departed, 
muttering against the minister, who, as he had threatened, 
sent his secretmy to 8t, Paul's, to receive the estimates of 
the citizens, without: oaths* 

During these transactions with the convocation, the par- 
liament, and the people, a remarkable event occmTedj which 



ibc members, Edirard Montapit llie ancefitor of tbe dukes of that uamfi, and, 
mate nially, of the presenl ilukes of 3hTarlbomug:li and Buccleiigli ; and^ upon. 
Ilia kneeling, exclttinjed, "^ Ho ! will tbey not tititler my bill to pass ?" mni, 
laying lii» band on Moutagn'a bead, added^ " Get my bill passed to morrow ; 
or else, to-mon-ow, this bead of yours sbiill be off." 

• The gTfint wiu* two ebi]liugs in tbe pound on tlie income from estates 
of tbe anniioi vuliie of twenty pounds aud upwards ; one ^billing ou the in- 
come of iestatea of tlie annual rent of forty tibillings, and not exceeding 
iwcnty pounds ; aud a groat a beuti on every one upwards of sixteen years 
of age. It wa!^, after the second visit of tbe cardinal, agreed Uiat estates of 
fifty ponnds rental, and npw/ircls, iribonM pay tbree sbillings in tbe poiind. 
This isum^^ like tbe grimt of tbe clergy^ was payable in live years, bnt not 
tumutdly. 
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claimed the partjcialar attention of Wolsey, and enabled hinij 
as in tlie business of the income tax, to afford a precedent ibf 
fill lire ministers in revolutionary times. The crown of 
Den murk was not then hereditary. Tlie inheritance was 
limited to one family, but the son was not regularly the fine- 
eessor of the father.* The monai'ehy was elective^ but it y^m 
requisite that the candidates should be of the royal family- 
The prerogative of election was also limited to a certain 
Tsumter of persons, and the heir was chosen during the lii'e- 
time of the king.f Tliis form of constitution prevailed, 
anciently, over all the northern nations of Europe; nor was 
the law i*on fined to crowns, but extended over all the inferior 
orders in the state of the gothic nations4 It preceded the 
law of tenures J and, when the feudal system was fallen into 
decay, some remains of it could be traced in the customs (d 
tanestry, which, even in the time of queen Elizabeth, existed 
in those parts of Ireland to which that system had never 
been extended, Ohristiem II. who married the emperor's 
sister, Isabella, and niece to the queen of England^ w as, at 
this time, king of Denmark* During the life of his father, 
and while only seven years old, he had been elected to sue* 
ceed to the crown* Whether this was considered by the 
electors as a favour wiiicli entitled them to Impose new re- 
strictions on the royal prerogatives, or that the old king, 
with a view of laying the foundations of a regular hereditary 



* Tbia accounts foj the circnmstaniL'e of Hvnlct, in Sliiikspere's tmg^y, 
not stifloeediiiff tn his fiulier. Hm uncle must have been choeeu sncoessor 
in the life- Lime of lli« father. 

t The constitulion of Sweden was, nackotly, of tlje aame description us 
thftt of Deumark^ and ChriHtieni had previously forfeited his rig-bt to the 
crown of Sweden tdsa. The bi«lurY of Ibe revoiutions hi Sweden, tis^cril)^ 
to Vertot, cOTnrrK*nces by atadu^', that it eLUUiimed au elective monarchy tiU 
about the middle of the fonrteenth ceiitiirr. " For ahliougb," says the 
aiUhoT, ** the (;hildreu ami neai-est relations of iLe deceased monnicb were 
iwiieilly ailvaiiCfd to the throne^ the order of birtlirigtit wii'i sometimes ne- 
gkcted, and tlie suceeshioii was always deleruiined by choice. By virtue of 
tliis right of election, the Swedes oftentimes Haiined a power to depose tiiifir 
sovereigns^ when they encroached upon the liberty wild privilcgvfl of the 
nation. The royiil uutbority whs eonftued within very narrow limiti» ; fw 
the king could iwithnr make wsir nor peace, and much less raise money or 
soldiers, without the consent of the senate, or of llie estates usHembled." 

} See Pinkerlon's Enquiry into the aiusient Hialory of Scotland. Tb* 
Goths thought the line of blood more reg:nlar by ttie mothers than the fathers. 
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succession in lus own family, had conceded that his son eliould 
he more limited in power than his pnidecessorsj is of no ira- 
portanee to ascertain; but Christiern, after his accession, 
thought^ at^ the restraints npon him were greater than cus- 
tomary on the kings of Denmark, and having been incurred 
without his consent, that be was not bound to abide by them- 
Instead, however, of resigninj^ the crown, as he, therefore, 
ought to have done, he so acted that the electors were obliged 
to declare that he had violated the conditions on which he 
held it. In ronsequenccj they proclaimed the throne vacant, 
and elected his uncle into the aovereignty. 

Christiem left the couutiy, with his family, and took 
refuge in tbe Netherlands, expecting, from the powerful 
relations of his wife, such assistance as might enable him to 
recover the thi^one* They afterwards came over to England, 
and were received by the court with the distinction due to 
them as the near relations of the queen. Upon his soliciting 
aid, however, the cardinal advised him to repair, without 
dielay, to his patriraoniid dominions, and try, by beneficial 
conduct, to recover the good opinion of the Danes, and a 
reconcihation with his enemies in Denmark, He assured him 
that Henry and Chaiies would use their best persuasion, 
both by letters and ministers, to the electors, the new king, 
and the influential lords of the realm, to procure his restora- 
tion; and that, out of the respect which Henry had for 
Isabella, his niece, he would, as an inducement, offer to 
guarantee to the DanLsh states the refonnation of those 
abuses of which they complained, aud for whiek they had 
deposed him. The caidinal also added, that the English 
residentiaiy at Eome should be inmiediately instructed to 
apply to the pope for his interpo:Hition, by briefs and exhorta- 
tions, in order to accomplish the restoration. ** But if these 
hir and equitable means fail of effect, then others shall be 
tried. For it is disreputable," said hp, ** to reason and good 
sense, that a prince should, hj the mlfulness of his lords and 
commons, be expelled from his kingdom, without having ^rsfc 
given an answer to a statement of their grievances." With 
these assurances, Chrisliern departed, and Wolsey immedi- 
ately concerted the means for realizing the expectations that 
he had cherished; but, in tlie end, the cause was necessarily 
abandoned. 
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The Danish revolution not being followed with any effect 
on the affairs of Europe, with wliicii Wolsey ivas particularly 
engaged, is chiefly remarkable on account of the insight which 
it affords t^o the cardinafs poiitica! notions. His expressions 
on the occasion are, indeed, so extraordinary, considering bis 
situation, and the period in which he lived, that if he had not, 
imder his own hand, furnished the recordj they might justly 
be questioned, having never before been particularly noticed 
by any historian. In tlie reign of Henry VIIL the right of 
blood does not appear to have been considered as essential in 
the succession; for he was allowed to dispose of the crown by 
will, and actually excluded his eldest sister's heirs from the 
right of succeeding.* The English constitution, indeed, ap- 
pears generally to have very distinctly recognised the supreme 
and ultimate authority of the people, and to have held the 
monarchs entitled to the throne only so long as they fulfilled 
their engagements. Tlie opinion of Wolsey as to the ohhgii- 
tion of kings, and the power of lords and commons, is now an 
acknowledged maxim, both in the theory and practice of the 
constitution. 

While the preparations for the war were vigorously under- 
taken by Henryj Adrinuj who had tilled the papal throne with 
more innocence and less talent than either Julius or Leo, 
having inefiectuidly endea%^oured to reconcile the belligerent 
potentates, was induced to break from the neutrality which 
he had assumed at his election , and to become a member of 
the confederacy against Francis. But he had not long done 
this, when he fell sick and died.f The cardinal, on being 
informed, immediately wrote to the king, who was then on 
one of his country excursions, and solicited his assistance, and 
also his influence with the emperor, to procure the papacy. 
In the event of Wolsey not succeeding, the Englisli govern- 
ment were desirous that CtIuHo di Medici should be preferred; 
and, from the sequel, it appears that a reciprocity of advan- 
tage had been previously concerted between the rivals, in the 
event of either being elected. 

• TLere ia a singular pamjjlilet wiitten by one FA. Davies^ for llie express 
purpose of prtivhig tltat Henry Vlll. was an exainpk of n patriot kiug. The 
iiatlior Hues not atiribnie the conduct of tlie monaick to persoaal feelings> 
bnt to public priudples* 

+ 14tb Sept. IfiaO. 
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The cardinals at Rome, after spending fifty days in the 
conclave, were not likely to come to any decision ; so that the 
Holy Ghost was again obliged to interfere, and the election, 
of course, was nnanimous, Oiulio was chosen, and assumed 
the title of Clement VII. It hiu^ been, almost uniformly, 
since alleged, that Charles had particularly engaged to use his 
utmost inlluenee to promote Wolsey to the apostolical dignity; 
but there is no allusion to any such engageraent in their cor- 
respondence on that subject. The previous understauding, 
however, between Giulio and Wolsey, is less equivocal; for as 
soon as possible after his election, tlve pope appointed the car- 
dinal legate for life, and conferred on him all the papal pre- 
tensions over England which he could alienate; sanctioning, 
in every other respect, llie measures which he had adopted 
for the reformation of the clergy within his jurisdiction. The 
character of Clement for talent stood high in the world. 
During the pontificate of his kinsman Leo, he had been in- 
trusted with the chief administration of the papal affairs, and 
Lad acquired tlie reputation of being ambitious and innovat- 
ing, which raised at his election a general expectation of great 
changes. The ivorld, however, was mistaken: many of ihe 
measures which had been attributed to him, were suggested 
by the more capacioufl, but indolent, Leo. He was, in fact, 
but an ordinary man, in whom the constitutional qualities of 
gravity, temperance, and assiduity, Mere more remarkable 
than the faculties which originate and direct superior specu- 
lations. 

About the period of Adrian*s deatli, the dtike of Bourl>on, 
high constable of France, declared himself in rebellion against 
his king. Private animosities had long rendered him adverse 
to Francis; and the English and imperial cabinets, aware of 
, his disposition, incited Jiini to the decisive step which he took 
at this time. The price which they at first offered for his 
treachery had heeti rejected; but an accumulation of petty 
circumstances enhanced his resentment, and the terms being 
made more acceptable, he was induced to enter into the service 
of Charles* Bourbon was a plain and gallant soldier; his enmity 
to Francis arose from the frankness of his nature, and the 
want of that dissimulation wldeh, while it degrades the man, 
rarely fails to exalt the courtier. In the outline of his talents 
he resembled Surrey, then the hero of England; but, with all 
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the qualities which recommended him to the affections of his 
companions in danger, Bourhon was deficient in self-controL 
The principles of loyalty were, in that age, weak among mili- 
tary men, and renown in arms was a higher aim than patriot- 
ism. Though Bourbon must ever be regarded as a traitor to 
his country, his crime, in the opinion of his contemporaries, 
admitted of a liberal construction. 



A^CTIVS ADMIXISTHATION OF ITOLSET, 



BOOK IV, 




Agitated state of tliti pnbiie mind — Failure of (Le cftrnpaigii QgaiuBC Frnneo-^ 
Riurages of Sairey in Scotland^ — Clerofiit VI I» refuees to accede lo the 
leagite of CnJais — The itnperiiUisis rescue ^IHjiq^ — Oi>erations of Bour- 
tfoa in Provence — Tlie Fr^ncli recover Milim, ami invest Vkvia — Wol- 
sey'3 view of the state of Eiiropt? — Secret miasiou to him from I*cnjist, 
regunt of France — Conduct of the imperiul tniDister — EmbasKy of France 
to England— The negotifttion fmstmted^Thc Veiititiaiis propose aleagne 
to tlie pope, wbicli lie d^jcliues — Henry dett^rmlnes to iuvude Fr«ncc — 
Suspends bis piirpftse — Measures of tlie ciu^lirtnl — FninciH conveyed 
prisoner to Spniii — Prepanitiona for war iu Eugliind— Atnbt^sadors attut 
to Cliaries — Peace pxoclaimed — Tiiefity of Madrid— Excb an ge of Francis 
ibr liis sons — ^Diatnicted siute of Italy — Wkir in Ilnngnry — Siicemseii 
of Solymita — Cttpture of Rome — Mejisurcs of Henry ugaiiist C buries in 
eonsequeiiGe of tliis event — ^Wolaey seliii. fLmba-ssailor to FranciB^ — Pro- 
etieds to Frniioe — His address to bis ItonBebold at Citlois — Meeting witli 
Fwincifi — Removal of the court to Compeigne — Tliree ireiUica concluded 
— Itnportiinoe of llie third treaty— Charles <trder» the pope to be set at 
liberty — ^HeiidilR from France atjtl England demand and obtain audiencis 
of ibe eniperOT — ^His replies — DiscontentH of the people at the prospeet 
of a nevF war — Wolaey now at the meridian of his fortune — Hib income 
e^nal to the royal revenoes — ^Mj^fnificence of his hoiiBe^ — Splendid 
entoiiiunment given by him at Hiunptou- court to the Frencli com- 



The administration of Wolaey presents now a various and 
ijusy scene. The principal cliaracters have been introduced; 
and the secret mov amenta and circumstances whicli, in the 
end, conspired to hasten the catastrophe, have ail been un- 
folded, The narrative of future transactionH will therefore 
proceed rapidly; and in the detail of the military events, only 
those incidents shall be noticed which serve to illiii*trate the 
state of society, and the peculiarities of individuals. The 
active operations in the field, and the eager controversies of 
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the Reform atit)n» excited the public mind to an impassioned 
degree^ and tlie imaginations of meo were infected with fear- 
ful predictions. Astrologers denounced deluges and devasta- 
tions; but the deluges were the blood of mankind, and the 
devastations proceeded from the sword.* 

In the autumn of 1 523, the duke of Suifblk was appointed 
to the command of an army sent to invade France, and 
joined the count de Bure, in Ficardj.f Francis was at 
Lyons, on his way to Italy, when informed of the invasion^ 
which, by the junction of the English and imperialists, was 
more formidable than he had previously reason to expect. 
The allies, leaving the fortified tow ns unassailed^ marched 
directly towards Paris. The whole kingdom was astonished. 
All the troops hurried to the eapitaL The recruits, then 
ascending the Alps, threw aside the hopes of tlieir enterprise,, 
and hastily returned to protect tlieir homes: but a premature 
winter proved more et&cient than preparations dictated by 
consternation and fear. The allies were compelled to halt ; 
their provisions became exhausted, and the cold was go 
intense that bo creature could withstand its severity, Wolsey, 
however^ was desirous that the troops should still keep the 
field, and, by the practice of an evasive wartare, deter Francis 
from reinforcing his army in Italy. But the privations of 
the ill -provided imperialists w ere so extreme, that the officers 
consented that the soldiers should disband themselves; and 
Suffolk, in consequence, sending his men into winter quarters, 
returned to England without having accomplished any other 
object than suspending the march of the reinforcements 
destined to strengthen the French army in Italy. The miser- 
able and helpless condition of the imperial troops made a 
deep impression on the mind of the cardinal; and he expressed 
himself on the failure of the campaign as if he thought the 
emperor undervalued the exertions of England, or calculated 
oil supporting his army at her expense. 

The earl of Surrey had been ordered from the fleet, and 
sent to command the troops on the borders of Scotland. The 

• Many provident peisons ftscended to liigli plnceSj oud watched with 
imidou^ iiwc for tbe second Hood. The abbot of St. BortLioloniew's, in 
Smitliiidd, built a botise at Harrow-on-tbe-Hin, for the rptremt of himself 
and bretlirerL 

t 20tb Seiit. Un, 
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record* of his operations present an awful picture of that un- 
sparing desolation which so long spread a lonely harrier of 
heaths and moors hetween the habitable tracts of the sister 
kingdoms. During the summer, he ravaged all the Merse 
and the dale of Tweed, leaving neither eastle^ village, tree, 
cattle, nor corn. The inhabitants abandoned the country 
to the marauders: some fled into England in the most cala- 
mitous state of distress. The bread which they craved, 
instead of repairhig their strength, was devoured with such 
rapacious hunger, tJmt it only hastened their death. Among 
other places that suffered severely, Jedburg, then much larger 
than Berwick, was taken, and tlie for tifi rations thrown down* 
On the night of the sack, a party of the English horsejs, lying 
in or without the camp, were seized with some unaccoun table 
panic, and ran about in all directions. The soldiers started 
to arms. Tlie flames of the burning town threw a wild and 
troubled light on the turault. The imaginations of the men 
were filled with superstitious fears; and Surrey, in giving an 
account of the affair to Wolsey, says, that seven times that 
night spirits and terrible sights w^ere visible.* 

Clement, after his clectioH, refused to accede to the league 
of Calais, and declared his intention of remaining neuter in 
the quarrels between Charles aud Francis, At this time 
Bourbon commanded the imperial army in Italy. The 
emperor, designing to draw supplies from the Italian powers, 
■with whom he was allied, as he did from England in the 
campaign in Picardy, left Bourbon and the trtxips without 
money. This sordid craft obliged the general to levy a con- 
tribution on the inhabitants of Milan, which, with other 
money that he secretly persuaded the pope and Florentines 
to lend, enabled him to take the field in the spring of 1 524, 
with about live and thirty thourJand men. The French army 
was as much impoverished as the imperifd; a band of the 
mercenary Swiss, finding they were not likely to be paid, 
having deserted, the French general resolved to repass the 



• The expense of the operatioiiH in France imd ScotlMiii drained the ex- 
chefiuef, aud the Gardiual was obliged to cftll for a prfiniiture advouce of 
pttTt of tbe 6ub5:idy, wliicli liad luteii granted by tbe convocatir>n aud pui-lm- 
ment. The sum whicb he tbiis required was ctillf^d an iinticipntiou. Aa 
the term bad liitberto been uuknowQ in tbe !ttngtin§e, und tlie tfht waa im- 
popiijar. tbe people tliought tbey paid too dt'ar for leaniing it. 

G 
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mountaiiia. Hearing of hi a retreat, Bourbon pursued. 
Between the imperial van and the rear of the fugitives, 
several interesting skirmishes took place, but the Frencb 
crossed the Alps without coming to a general battle. The 
Milanese townifi, however, in which they had left garrisons, 
readily surrendered to the imperialigts. 

The duchy of Wilim being tlius rescued, Charles refused to 
inveet Francisco Sforza witli the dukedom, although he bad 
previously acknowledged hiB claim* This, with otiier maui- 
iestatious of a graspinji nature, inspired the pope with appre- 
hension, and he surspected tlial tbe emperor meditated againat 
Italy the same designs^ which Francis had been compelled to 
relinquish* The papal nuiieio at the court of London Mas, ia 
consequence, instructed to attempt the reeoncihation of France 
and England, But Henry, at this period, cherished the hope 
of giving substantial validity to his title of king of France; 
and Wokey did not consider the presumptuous nation yet 
sufficiently hund>led. The papal mediation, therefore, failed, 
and new arrangements w ere concerted with Charles for the 
vigorous prosecution of the war. Calculating on success, they 
resolved tbat Provence and Daupliinc should be erected into 
a kingdom for the duke of Bourbon, who was to hold it in 
fee oi Henry, and that the otlier provinces should be restored 
to the English crown, with the exception of Burgundy, which 
was to be appropriated to Charles* The emperor engaged to 
furnisli a powerful army to reduce Provence ; and to the 
maintenance of this force, England agreed to contribute a 
hundred thousand crowns monthlyj unless the king himself 
invaded France with his own troops in person. 

Bom*bon, continuing to prosecute his successful pursuit, 
entered Provence, took possession of Aix, and laid sie^e to 
Mai'seiUes. The garrison, being previously reinforced, gal- 
lantly resisted J and Francis, advancing rapidly, raised the 
siege. It was now the end of autumuj and the imperialists, 
in turn retreating, the l^rench ftillowed to recover Milan. 
Bourbon, aware of the design of Francis, made surprising 
exertions. Having reinforced Pavia, and taken all the precau- 
tionary measures which the hurry of retreat peraiitted, he 
continued to retire upon Italy. The French, soon masters of 
the town of Milan, proceeded to invest Pavia. Francis, defi- 
cient in military genius, forgot that success in war, a^ in all 
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human undertakiDge, depends upon tbe imdivided application 
of means; and occupied his attention witb objects that ought 
only to have l^een contingent* He detached a large body of 
troops towards Naples, by which the strength of his army 
before Pa via was essentially reduced ; but as it was still 
superior in number to the garrison, he continued the siege. 

The condition of the Scottish government at the close of 
the year 1524, and during these motions in Italy, was trnly 
deplonxble. Faction violated patriotism; and the nation 
seemed devoted for so easy a prey to her neighbour, thnt it is 
diliicult to account for the forbearance of the English govern- 
ment, at this time, upon any otlicr principle^ than that Henry 
re-garded Scotland rattier as the private estate of his sister's 
family, than as the rival of England, A kind of domestic 
interest pervades the public correspondence of the two courts, 
and this intimacy aud aflection promised to become closer, by 
a proposition from the Scots to unite their young king, James 
v., to iiis cousin Mary, the English heiress. Charles, alaiiiied 
when he heard of the matrimonial proposal from Scotland, 
although secretly negotiating a marriage for himself with the 
princess of Portugal, sent ambassadors to London, in order 
to request that Mary might be delivered to him, according to 
the terms of the treaty, by which they were regarded as 
affianced. His aifairs at this time were far from prosperous 
in Italy; and Solyman, the sultan, obtaining popsession of 
Belgrade, menaced Hungary, and seemed to be rapidly opening 
a passage into the very bosom of Christendom. It was also 
reported that the pope had allied himself with the French 
king, so that at this period the emperor, when he regarded 
the situation of his atiiurs in Italy, and the ambition of the 
Turks, had reason to be anxious to preserve his alliance with 
Henry entire. Kor were the politics of England less un- 
clouded. The conduct of the emperor had not been satisfac- 
tory. The Spaniards, elofjuent in words, were dilatoiy in 
action ; and the cardinal^ in his correspondence, could not 
disguise his contemptuous opinion of their sober and dribbling 
wars* The behaviour of the pope was greatly suspicious. It 
was rumoured that the republic of Florence, and the Tuscan 
territory, were to be converted into a kingdom for the Medici, 
and to be colled Etruria. The minds of men were agitated 
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with polemical controversies ; all was obscure, ominoufi, and 
perplexed. 

At this epoch, Wolsey made a masterly view of the moral 
and political state of Europe, which he requested the Enghsh 
minister at Rome to lay before the pope. He represented, in 
strong terms, the evils that must inevitably ensue to Christea- 
doTOj if his holiness, while the opinions of Luther infected 
every country, studiedj as Avas reported » only the selfish 
aggrandiifienient of his own family and kindred. He set forth 
the example of disinterestedness which the English king had 
shown to all princes, in suspending his private rights and pre- 
tensions to France, in order to promote the general welfare of 
the Christian world. He pointed out the confidence which had 
been given to his holiness; and the expectation cherished, that 
his pontiticate would prove renowiied, by the remo%'al of 
abuses, and the renovation of the papal dtgnky, which had 
been so visibly strieken by the wrath of Almighty God, since 
the heads of the church had become parties in the projects of 
secular princes. He warned his holiness not to oiFend the em- 
peror, in whose dominions the Lutheran heresies were so rife; 
and expatiated on the damage and detriment which the papacy 
must suffer, if the French king succeeded in his notorious de- 
signs; for not only the imperial dominions, but also England, 
and, in the end, possibly even Fj-ance lierself^ might renounce 
the apostolical authority, to the everlasting shame and dis- 
honour of Clement. 

The part which Henry had taken in the wars was exceed- 
ingly disagreeable to his own subjects. They murmured at 
the requisite taxes, and that Bourbon, a Frenchman, should 
be, in some measure, employed by their king; nor could ihey 
conceive in what manner the interests of England were to be 
promoted, either by tlie subjugation or the rescue of Italy^ a 
remote country. The conduct of Charles also dissatisiied the 
merchants. His cruizerg molested their vessels j and be had 
raised the price of English money in his dominions^ by wliicli 
the value of their commodities was depreciated. The king 
liiraself began to be dubious of the cmperor^s integrity; and 
the whole tenour of the cardinal's correspondence, at this 
period, indicates distrust, while he suggests many expedients 
for bringing the war to a speedy conclusion. Louisa, the 
mother of Francis, having been appointed regent of France 
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daring the absence of her son, being apprised of the altered 
disposition of the English cabinet, sent a monk* seeretly to 
Wolsey, to ascertain how far ao otifer of peace was Hkelj to 
prove acceptable. But the monk l>eing unauthorized to pro- 
pose any basis of nef^otialion, the cardinal said, shortly, tliat if 
the French government was sineere m its desire for peace, 
it should deal more frankly, and send persons of more conse- 
quence and with fuller credentials, to Chiirlen, as well as to 
Henry. The monk begged to be informed^ what the king of 
England might demand for his part. '^ The whole realm and 
^^wn of France," said the cardinal, ** with Normandy, Gas- 
^Bgne, Guienne, and other dependencies, Ms riglitfui patri- 
nfeny, so long withhtdd by the French kings. What have 
you to say that he should not have all his claims ?" The 
monk answeredj that he was not instructed to speak on such 
matters, but he would relate to the regent what had passed, 
and he thought she would send ambassadors, properly accre- 
dited, both to the emperor and to the king of England- Al- 
though this interview lasted only about half an hour, and the 
monk, immediately after, was conveyed out of tlie kingdom, it 
was not so secret but that some notion of its purport spread ' 
abroad, and, like all other rumours, received various additions, 
and underwent several transformations, in the coarse of re- 
peating. 

The imperial minister, De Praet, a man who scrupled not 
to aggrandise the reputation of his abiUties at the expense of 
others, and of truth, had frequently, in communicating to his 

^ter the details of his transactions ^vith the cardinal, repre- 
:ed, as the results of his owvn address and skill, those 
^v-^ures in the ivar which were suggested and planned witJi- 
in the Enghsh cabinet. Wolsey was informed of this diplo- 
matic artitice, and marked, by his contemptuous manner, how 
much he despised the man. The ambassador was irritated 
by this treatment, and vindictively misrepresented to his 
government the conduct of the cardinal, and particularly with 
respect to the mission of the monk; of which, instead of 
sending a fair statement of the facts, he transmitted a garbled 
account of the popular rumour; but the clandestine manner 



• GioTanai Gioacbino Passaao, a Genoese ; flfterwaria colled Seig^neur 




LIFE OP CARDINAL WOta»Yi 



wno 
itmd 
re it I 



which he took to send these perfidious dispatches led to the 
exposure of his despicable character* 

One evening, soon after the French emissary had been 
with tlie cardinal, a ward and watch of citizens, as wns then 
frequently the eiistom, happened to he held in the city and 
environs of London. About midnight, a man on horseback 
was seized by one of the patrol, on tli^, road to Brentford^ 
and being f|ue3tioned as to his journey, he answered so equi- 
vocallyj that he was carried to the guard -house, where he was 
searched, and the imperial minister's dispatches were found 
concealed in his clothe.^. The watchmen, unahle to read the 
address of the packet, caiTied it to an attorney's derk, who 
"belonged to their party, and the seal being broken, he found 
that it (tontaincd letters written in cipher. The clerk guv 
to the king's solicitor, who was also on guai'd that night, 
conceiving that the letters mast, necessarily, be of importan( 
delivered tJiem to Sir Thomas More, who lived at Cheli 
and belonged to another company of the nightly wateh^ Next 
morning Sir Thomas gave them to the cardinal in the court 
of cliancery. Wolseyj it would appear, was acquainted with 
the imperial ciphers; for, on looking into the letters, he per- 
ceived that others, of a i?imilar tenour, had been fjent in the 
course of the preceding day. He therefore ordered all the 
packets of the imperial minister to be stopped, and brought 
to him; and he commanded the ambassador to confine himself 
to his house, transmitting, along with the disreputable writings, 
a circumstantial account of tlie real transactions of the English 
government, to be laid before the emperor, in order to show how 
much his confidence had been misplaced; and to warn him of 
the danger that might ensue to the mutual amity of the two 
eom'ts, by employing aueh unprincipled and mischievous men. 
In eouijcquence of what had passed between the monk and 
the cardinal^ the regency of France sent a public embassy to 
open a negotiation ; but, before they had jiresented their cre- 
dendals, tidings arrived in London of the defeat and captivity 

[ of their king at Pavia, an event which lilled all Europe with 
consternation. The Freach garrisons in Italy abandoned 

itlieir posts. The troops, spared from the battle, ded in 
amazement. The often-contested duchy of Milan was restored 
to the imperiahsts. The Italian states, seeing the emperor 
thus in the possession of his rival, and apprehending, by 
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conduct to Ftancesco Sforza, that he was infecied with the 
ambition of being sole monarch, prepared to confederate 
for mutual defence. The Venetians proposed a league to the 
pope; but Clement, dreading to incur the vengeance of the 
imperial arms, refused tlieir offer. The maritime state^ how- 
iVer, with a courage worthy of freedom, detei'mined to hajsard 
1, rather than incur the consequences of seeing the house of 
lustria without a rival. In Londnn, the desti'uction of the 
ach ai*my, and the captivity of the French king, afforded 
at first the hveliest pleasure, Henry boasted of his inten- 
tion to proceed directly to France; and the people exulted 

the idea of seeing the projects of the Edwards and their! 
^h Harry realised. 

But the preparations ordered for the invasion were scarcelyj 
commenced, when messages came, from all parts, that gave 
such a description of the arrogance of the imperialists, and the 
induct of the emperor, in attempting to appropriate eutirdj 
himself aU the fruits of the victory, that the king suspended 
s purpose. He was convinced tiiat the balance of power 
overthrown; that it was barely possible for him to main- 
tain the proud eminence on which he had hitherto stood; and 
that the events which he thought so favourable to the accom- 
ilishment of his wishes, menaced lum, in fact, with a more 
bordinate fortune than the kings of England had ever 
lown. It is seldom that any man can sway the current of 
ttional affairs; but a wide and earnest system of action never 
ils to produce results which resemble the pre- expected 
ects of particular designs. Tlie cardinal^ in conjunction 
th the Italian states, promptly adopted a course of policy 
had for its object the restoration of the balance of 
twer. The imperial mnbassador was therefore permitted to 
it his confinement, and to leave the kingdom; while it was 
cretly intimated to the court of Paris, that the kiug of 
Ingland had determined not to avail himself of the unfortu- 
le and defenceless state of France. 

The first intelligence of the defeat at Pavia £lled the French 
lation with despair and sorrow. The people imagined and 
lected every calamity which fear could suggest and adver- 
ty render probtible. They bewailed the captivity of tlieir 
ng — their ntdjks also prisoners, or slain in the battle — and 
ey deemed their misfortunes ixTeparable. The realm was 
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exhausted of treasure; environed witb mighty armies; and 
the noise of the teiTible preparations of the English king 
resounded continually in their ears. The government was 
m the hands of a woman; the princes were still ohildren; and 
the soldiers were destitute of leaders; — all seemed combined to 
denote their subjugation. But the mother of Francis pos- 
sessed a firm and majestic mind. Though his letters informed 
her that all was lost^ but life and honour, she exerted her spirit 
in the midst of the general consternation, and roused the 
ministers to perforin their duty. 

Francis was conveyed in his own gallies to Spain; and his 
voyage was cheered by the hope that, when brought into the 
presence of Charles, he should easily negotiate bis freedom; 
at leasts that his treatment would resemble the magnanimouB 
entertainment which his ancestor had received at the court 
of England in the time of Edward III. The emi>eror did 
indeed give orders to receive him with the courtesy due to 
liis rank; but this generosity wos of short duration. Francis 
had not been long upon the Spanish territory when he was 
conveyed a close prisoner to the castle of Madrid, allowed no 
honourable pastime, and deprived of the expectation of seeing 
Charles. The keen sense of indignity, disappointment, and 
misfortune, pressed upon his mind, and reduced him to such 
*a low, despondent state, that the physicians despaired of his 
recovery, unless the emperor would have the humanity to 
visit him with some assurance of freedom. Charles had 
received tlie news of the victory of Pavia with Tiberian by- 
poerisy. He forbade among his subjects all demonstrations 
of joy, and affected to be impressed with sentiments which 
were not natural, nor such as he could feel. The peculiar 
malady of Francis disconcerted his craftiness. He had not 
decided in what manner to act; and the death of the captive 
would render the victory comparatively fruitless. But he 
was admonished, that he could not comply with the sugges- 
tions of the physicians without setting Francis free, or with- 
out incurring the disgraceful imputation of having desired 
the preservation of his life only to satisfy his own avai'ice. 
Sovereigns are not bound by the predilections of men ; but it 
is an essential part of their duty to ennoble the topics of 
human admiration by the grandeur of their generosity, 
Charles, however, though at this period only in the twenty- 
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fifth year of his age, had survived the disinterestedness of 
youth, and despised the unprofitable heroii^iii of chivalry. 
He visited Francis; seated himself, with unfelt kindness, 
beside his couch; and, by the practice of fraudulent coropus- 
sioD, renovated the hope and hfe that were ou the point of 
expiring. 

The system of preparation which was formed in England 
for the vigorous prosecution of the war, and which Ilenry, 
on receiving the neivs of Fraricis-s defeat, had exultingly 
ordered to be directed against France, were continued, in 
order to provide for the consseqtiences wliich were appre- 
hended from the conduct of the emperor. But the expense 
had already greatly exceeded the sums voted by the convo- 
cation and parliament: in conse^pience, it was resolved to 
levy an extraordinary contribution,* under the name of a 
benevolence. Cora missions were accordingly issued to all 
the shires, requiring tbe sixth part of every layman's, and the 
fourth part of every churchman's, plate and coin, to be 
delivered for the king s use. The rage which the pubhcntion 
of this exorbitant stretch of prerogative excited against the 
king and tlie cardinal, made it soon evident that the expe- 
dient could not succeetl. On this occasion the citizens of 
London were again conspicuously reluctant. Several public 
meetings of the members of the corporation were held, with- 

• There Bcems reason lo lliitik, but I liaTc not aacertaiiied ilistiiictly the 
fa>?tt iLut Lhis con iriliu lion Liid TffereifcCtf lo the graDl of tLo parliiinient and 
coTivcicivtioii, and wns founded on tlietn. For among Mastpra'a MS. col- 
lection in tliP llbniry of Jesus college. Oxford, 1 met vflih the following note : 

" iri'irj. The dukes of Norfolk jiud yuftolk write to ilie crtrdinal, tbnt tbe 
corotnons \ny all the Idame on him ; and tlml, if imy in»urrectioii follow, the 
qiinrrel hIjoII be only a^aius^t bim. The cnrdinti] writes to tbe snme, tbat it 
is the custom of the people, wIh'u anything miHcomeiits tbem, to blame 
tbose that be near ahont tbe kiwf^ ; and, when they dare not use ibeir 
tongues against tbcir sovereign, tbey, for venting tbeir mtdice, will not fail 

N9 give evil language agaiiist the eonnctl It seems tbis amicable 
nmt was a inodlHcatitm of a greater gmnt, wbicb tbe commous first con- 
eaceuded to, aud after got it part reduced/' 
Henry VII., in the xvht I41s!l, obtained a similar kind of gnmi from par- 
Ijani^ni. *' Whit li kind of levying money was first devised by king Edward 
the fonith. King Henry, following tbe like example, published abroad, tlmt 
by iheir open gifts be would measure and search tlieir benevolent beai-la and 
good mindH towardt* him^ eo that lie tbiit gave moi*t fihonid be jacigetJ to be 
liis most loving friend ; and he tbat gave little to be esteemed according to 
his gift/'— Holiusbed, fol. 77 L 
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out coming to any decision. Wolsey became impatient. H« 
sent for the mayor and aldermen, and demanded if they really 
meant to execute their commission? because if they did not, 
lie woidd himself claim the benevolence. A counsellor, whom 
the magistrates had brought with them, observed that, by a 
statute of king Etchard IIL, benevolences could not be 
exacted* " Your grace," said he, " may, no doubt, obtm 
something from individuals; but it will either be by the dread 
of your power, or the hope of your favour." The cardinal 
replied, that he was surprised to hear any precedent alleged 
irom the usurpation of Richard, " But, my lord," said this 
firm and intrepid citizen, ** many of his laws are excellent;* 
and they were all sanctioned by parh anient, which exerciaes 
the authority of tlie whole realm." In the deliberations of 
the common council of the city, it had, prior to this meeting, 
been resolved that the aldermen should severally apply to 
the respective wards for the benevolence; the lord major, 
therefore, hearing that benevolences were contrary to kw, 
and observing the cardinal tacitly assenting to the truth of 
the counsellor*^ rema^i'k, fell on his knees, and entreated that 
the resolution, since it appeared to be illegal, might be re- 
scinded. " I am content so far," said Wolsey, " but whflt 
will you and the aldermen here give?*^ ** Pardon me^ my 
lord," answered the mayor, " were 1 to promise, personally, any 
grant, it might cost me my lifej" alluding to the indignalioa 
it might occasion in the city. ** Your lifeT^ observed the car- 
dinal, ** that is, truly, a marveUoua tine word for your loyalty! 
Will the citizens put it in jeopardy? If they dare to do sOt 

' TLe English niitioii is iiideljted for its best Ihwb to tbe frequtnt nsurp*- 
tiona of those who lutuini'd the throue to the inrfjudice of the linpci hHiff. 
TIjb Iftws of WiUkui I. mid 11. rejjiiljito the ilesceui, uiid define tbtt rights, of 
teiriiorial propi'ity to tliis day. The h&sis of Mujjua Chttrtu woe laid in the 
concpRHiona with which Ileiirj' T. conciliated Ihi* people to bis iisiirpatioa of 
the riB;:hts of bis elder hrollier* Jolin, wlio murdered the heir to the crowii, 
gniiited tilt' Mdgim Chnrtiu Henry IV., who deposed Hichord IL, endeii* 
vonred U} redmo the cxorbitiuit connorants of tliC chiireh. Richftrd III. 
aboliabed the prerogative of applying directly to the j^eople for money. Id 
Oliver Cromweli'sj time, the prinuipleii of the Tiavi«ffttiou laws were ftot 
«suiU]iHhed« The faction who accomplished the revolution of 1(JH8 pro^ 
cared, by William and Man% the estaWishiueni of protestantism. And th* 
bringinjf in of die HtuKiverituj family detined the privileges of the Idnjf 
more explicitly thau they hud ever been before. Nations iire tho better uoif 
and then for liavin^' an iisuqier. 
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» they shall certainly feel the king's power. My lord mayor, 

let you and your citizens, if you be displeased with anything 

in this demand, respectfally, and in a proper manner, come to 

me, and I will endeavour to procure you aatisfactiun. In 

the mean time, collect the money, and place it ay here yon 

think it may be safe, that, if the king shall not happen ta 

need it for the war, it may be returned to the contributors."* 

■ From the tenour of this conversation, it is evident that the 

; cardinal was apprized of the difficulty of his situation with 

the people; and also, that there was some indisposition, the 

; effect of the emperor's policy, in the government to prosecute 

; the war. 

1 The murmurs in the metropolis were trifling, compared to 
A ^ vehement discontent which prevailed in other part;s of 
\ the kingdom. Some of the commissiouers were intimidated 
' from their duty, and othei's exasperated the people by in- 
tolerable insolence. The duke of Sudblk had, in liis county, 
succeeded in persuading many ol' the wealthy manuftwturers 
1 to comply with the wishes of government; but when they re- 
turned to their homes, crowds assembled, and riotously 
attacked them. The duke ordered, in conseqaenee, the 
constables to seize all the warlike weapons in private houses, 
' which enraged the multitude still more. The alarm bells 
i were rung, and about four thousand men appeared in arms, 
threatening with death all tlie ahettors of the benevolence* 
Suffolk hastily summoned the gentlemen of the county, 
ordered the bridges to be broken, and requested Surrey, who, 
by the de^itli of his father, was now duke of Norfolk, to come 
to bis assistance. As the restoration of tran(|uillity, rather 
than pimisliment, was the object, Norfolk^ on his an'ival* 
rode up to the insurgents, and w^ith that manly affability 
: which is always found connected w4th great talents of every 
kind, and which constitutes one of the chief ingredients of a 
I general's character, he endeavoured to pacify their anger, and 
j advised them to i^tire. ** Poverty and necessity," they ex- 
I claimed, ** have incited and led us on, and without redress, 
I as we can but die, we will not disperse.'* He enti-eated them 
still to return quietly to their homes and callings, and assured 
them that Suffolk and himself would speak in their behalf to 

* LcH-d Herbert, IG^. 
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tbe king. At length the ringleaders surrendered, and were 
taken to London; and tlie rest, in token of repcntaBce^ went 
with Ijalters round their neeks to the abljey of St* Edraufld, 
and having done this penancej peacefully dispersed, Tbe 
rumour of the^e discontents and insurrections had in tbe 
meanwhile alarmed the king, who, having ordered the privy 
councillors to meet in the cardinafs palace, indignantly ad* 
dressed them to the following effect: " By whose authority 
have the comnii?3sions for the benevolence been so rigidly 
enforced? It wu3 not my intention to ask anything contrary 
to law; I must therefore be informed by whose advice this 
grievance has been committed." Each of the counsellors 
endeavoured to exculpate himself, hut Wolsej answered, 
** That when it was deUberated in what manner the money for 
the public exigencies should be levied, the whole council and 
the judges of the land agreed that any benevolence might ^ 
sought by commission. For myself, I take God to witness 
that I never desired to oppress the people; hut since every 
man lays the blame from him, 1 will take it on my- 
self, and answer to the clamour of the nation T^ There was 
so much honest magnanimity in this speech, that it appears to 
have sensibly affected the king, who immediately said — 
*' Some of you did tell me that England was never before so 
opulent, that no trouble would arise from this demand, and 
that evtvj man would freely give at my requesting. The 
truth, I see, is otherwise, and therefore therfi shall be no 
more of this vexation* Let letters instantly be sent to the 
shires, to stop this unhappy business." Letters were sent 
accordingly, in which it was declared that the cardinal hud 
authorized the commissions, sanctioned by the opinion of the 
judges, and the general sentiment of the king*s council; and 
that at hid intercession they were again recalled. The leaders 
of tbe Suffolk insurrection, after this, were taken from prisoa 
to the Star Chamber, w*here the cardinal, presiding, rebuked 
them sharply for their offence. He placed before their 
imaginations the havoc and ruin that they might have en- 
tailed on themselves and others; " htit his majesty," said he, 
" notwithstanding the greatness of the crime, is pleased to 
pai-don, provided that securities are found for future good 
behaviour. " The prisoners answered that they had no 
snreties to offer. "Indeed!" replied the cardinal; "then 
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I my lord of Norfolk here will be one for you, and as you are 
i my countrymen, I will be. the other." And they were dismissed 
' from the bar, and returned cheerfully home* Tims termi- 
; nated a series of transactions which might have iiUed the 
I nation with calamities, and thus a re hell ion was quelled, 
I without bloodshed in the field, or that wasteful retribution 
which the judicature on such occasions ia too strongly prone 
to exercise. 

In order to ascertain how far Charles actually entertained 
those ambitious and unjust designs wliich the Italian states 
conceived they had reason to fear^ ambassadors were sent 
from Loudon to demand from him an immediate fulfilment 
of the terms of his dilFereut treaties with Henry. They 
were instructed to urge, that as the war had been made at 
the common expense of the t\iro monarchs, their sovereign 
should participate in the fruits of the battle of Pavia; and 
therefore, in treating with Francis, it ought to be stipulated 
that those provinces of France which were considered as the 
rightful inheritance of the English kings, should be restored 
to Henry. If this could not he obtained by negotiation, then 
Charles should invade France from the Spanish frontiers, 
while Henry entered by the way of Picardy; and that both 
should continue the war until the king was satistied. As it 
was agreed in the treaty of Windsor that each should deliver 
up to each other all the usurpers of their respective rights, it 
was required, that on the same day in which the princess 
Mary, the bride betrothed of the emperor, was consigned to 
his ministers, the French king should be deUvered to English 
officers. The ambassadors were also instructed to say, that 
the emperor ought the more readily to comply with their 
king's wishes in these things, for, being contracted to the 
heiress of his crown, all the advantages would in the end 
devolve on himself. The validity of these requisitions Charles 
could not dispute; but it was evident, from their extent, that 
they constituted only a diplomatic stratagem, by whicli the 
obloquy of faiUng in the engagements would fall npon him. 
To the application of the ministers he returned a general j and 
of course an unsatisfactory answer. 

Meanwhile, imibassadors came from Paris, and were re- 

: ceived with great distinction and much compassion by Henry. 

In their interview with Wolsey they were, however, treated 
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more According to the deserts of their govemtnent.* He 
represented to them how perfidious the conduct of France 
had beori; how unsteady to her engagements; and, but for 
the gracious intentions of liis master, how abjeet she must 
become. They replied, with the characteristii' humility of 
Frenchmen in distress, "If we have offended, surely yoa 
liave punished us severely- Our towns have been sacked, 
our people slain, our country desolate d, and brought low in 
misery, we sue for peace." With ambassadors so humble it 
was not difficult to negotiate; but the design of the caiHiinal 
was not to reduce France, but to restore the equilibnura of 
Europe^ the gi'eat purpose and aim of all his political under- 
takings* The treaty concluded, in coiiseqnf3nce, was singn- 
lai-ly geoeroua. It was, in fact, a defensive league between 
tbe two nations. Henrj^ engaged to procure the deliverance 
of Francis; two nnllions of crowns, payable in twenty years, 
by annual instalments, were accepted for the debts and tribute 
due from France to England; and a bond for a hundred thou- 
sand crowns was given to Wolsey, in consideration of the 
arrears of the pension due to lum for the bishopric of Tournaj, 
and the loss that lie might incur by a rupture with the empe- 
ror, as he held at tbis time the bisboprics of Pkcentia und 
Badujos, in Spain, besides a pension from Charles himselL 
The arrears due to the king*s sister, the dowager of France, 
were also to be paid, and her jointure to be regularly con- 
tinued. The regency of France further engaged that Albany 
should not return to Scotland during the remainder of the 
minority of James V.f The treaty arranged was duly 
ratified by the king, J and peace was proclaimed, in terms 
flattermg to tbe national pride. 

* llQliushed, 887. 

f The nircumstaiice of a bond being gi^en to tbe cordinfll for so large t 
flum lis ft hundred thousimd crowns, luis heea held fts ii proof of Ids eor- 
rupdon. But; when the amount of llie nrrenrs of hh pension is considered, 
and the raveiiuea wliich he deiived froni Spain, and wliich (Jiei'e wtts every 
probftbility, at tlmt lime, would be lunreated, there will he no reiusou for this 
opinion. BeHidea this^ it was the practice of the iige, on the oocasi«n of 
condnding- treaties, to give large presents, and riftenbenefictfp, to the niiuiHtei^, 
who were commonly ecfleKi allies. Cardinal Campegfio got from Henry Vlh 
the bishopric of Salisbury^ and the kiug'i> agent at Home, oardiuBl Adiian^ 
wiis hiithop of ilath. 

J At Moor, in Hertfordshire^ JU Augiiat, 1525. The tOTms in which tko 
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The effects of this treaty renovated the spirit of the French 
nation. The Italian states acquired additional confidence in 
the measures which thej had adopted, to prevent the aggres- 
sions of the inxperialiats; and England maintained herself 
more £rmJj than ever, on the lofty eminence on which she 
stood among the nations of Europe. Cliinle&, alarmed by the 
extent of the confederacy that was rising against hirn^ and by 
the progress of the Turks in Hungary, hastily concluded, 
contrary to the advice of his miniaters, the treaty of Madrid 
with Francis. The iii'st article in the execution of this 
impolitic engagemeat was^ the ejcchange of the French king, 

jwhich oughtj certainly, to have lx?en the last, a.^ the terms 
were such as the French nation was not likely, willingly, to 
fulfil; although the children of the king were to he delivered 
as hoetagee. 

The dauphin and the duke of Orleans, on the day ap- 
pointed for the exchange, were hrought to Eayonne, by the 
regent, their grandniuther, and the oificers of state. Francis 
was at the same time conveyed to Fuenterahia, a small town 
on the sea-coast, between the province of Biscay and the 
duchy of Guiemie* Accompanied by two persons of high 
Tfuik, and suiTounded hy cavalry, he was conducted to the 
river which separates the frontiers of France and Spain, The 

I princes of France, with their attendants, arrived at the same time 
on the opposite side. The banks were crowded with spectators, 

I In the middle of the stream lay a vessel at anchor. No person 

I was permitted to be on boai'd. Francis, with the two impe- 
rial officers, and eight men, ai'med with short weapons, 
entered a barge, and were rowed towaixls the vessel. At the 
same moment his children, simihirly attended, also erabaj*ked- 
The spectators were silent, Tlie boats reached the ^esgeh 
The king and the princes were put aboard. The children 

preyions tmc€ wiia ivrooliiimed are smgiilart Qud perlittps witLoiit preoedeut, 
•* Forftsmuuli as* tlie lady regi>Dt of France^ luoLli^r unto tiie FreiicL king", 
bj couseiit of Xhti prmces uiid peers of tbe KviguorlaJ, and oUiern of the 
council of the etmie, Liiih on tbe lieLtdf of the Freut-'lj king, aiid of tije three 
ejitates of tLe refdm of France, sent unto the king's bighness honourable 
luiibussadors^ anHioienlly authorized to sne, reqiiire, ajid labour for peace j 
and Uie aanief under bouourahle conditions and otlbrs, to conclude will: the 
Idngfs liigliness, if it so ahall stand witli liin gracious pleasure," &c* i&c. 
~ DolleoliuQ, No. 442, No. "27, page Oit. 1& August, 1529. 
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passed across the deck witliout speaking to the boat whick 
their father had quitted.* He looked at them; sighed deeply; 
hastily sprung into theirs, and was rapidly conveyed to bia 
own kingdom, and welcomed with shouts and acclamations by 
his soldiers and subjects. An Arabian horse, provided for 
the purpo;;e, stood ready caparisoned on the strand. Fraacis 
vaulted into the saddle, and exultiagly exclaimed, as he 
galloped away: " I am again a kinglet 

As all Europe expected, Francifi was not long in convincing 
Charles that the treaty of Madrid was never intended to be 
fulfilled. The resolution taken, pretexts for delay were easily 
found; and no opportunity was lost by which the French 
thought they could reduce the ransom of their princes. The 
emperor, enraged, insisted upon the terms of the treaty; but, 
in the meantime, Solyman, the sultan, was advancing upon 
Hungary. Italy was full of uproar and w^ar. England 
alone, of all the Christian nations, enjoyed^ in her insular pro- 
tection, the blessings of peace. In the invasion of Hungary, 
Lewis, the king, was killed, while flying from the Turks, 
after a defeat as fatal as the battle of Flodden had been to 
Scotland. Ferdinand, the brother of Charles, in right of hk 
wife, sister to Lewisj succeeded to the throne, and a truce 
was eoncliided with Solyman. But John Lepuse, governor 
of Transylvania, pretending that the majority of the Hunga- 
rian nobles had chosen liim for their king, complained to 
several of the Christian princes of Ferdinand's usurpation. 
Solyman, foreseeing the confusion that would arise from this 
rivalry, prepared to renew the invasion. Ferdinand, fearful 
of the eon sequences, sent ambasisadors to England, and im- 
plored the assistance of Henry his uncle. But as the English 
government attributed the progress which the sultim had been 
allowed to make, wholly to the ambitious warfare which the 
emperor still continued towage, the embassy proved abortive. 
The ministers w*ere told, that as the brother of their master 
would not agree to any reasonable teims of accommodatioa 
with Francis, the princes of Christendom could not unite 
against the infidels, and that Solyman must of course prevaiL 

♦ Lord Herljert sayi, they kissed tlieir falher's* hand ; piige 184, ' " 
+ Holiiifihed KAys^tijat tbe exchange look place on tlie IHtL March, 150CJ 

but the bonds tuinl lettei^s of (banks luid gratitude to tlie Idug aud cardinal 

of England ^ere dated at Bayoime od tlie 17tlj. 
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It could not, indeed, be expected, that while Charles pursued 
only his awn schemes of aggrandizement, to the niamfest 
destruction of the balance of power, that England^ prutectress 
of the baliince, would virtually abet his designs in Italy, by 
assi.^ting Ferdinimd. 

But before any decisive measure had come to maturity for 

' the restoration of the French princes, an event happened in 

' Italy still more alarming to all Christendom thttu the battle 
of Pavia. Clement, who. after that battle, had declined to 
unite with the Venetian's iiuding his hope of making better 
terms for himself frustrated, had, at length, joined them and 
the other Italian states in a league which was called hy his 
name, and of which the kmg of England had been declared 
the protector, Bourbon, in consequence, resolved to seize 
the city of Rome, not only to punish tlie pope, hut to indem- 
nify his troops for the hardships and privations which they 
had long suffered. Leaving unmolested the tirmy which the 
leaguers had collected in Tuscany, he marched directly to the 

I metropolis; and encamping on the meadows, near the Tiber, 
he demanded, by the sound of trumpet, permission to pass 
through the city to Naples. The pope uas astonished, and 
defenceless. The whole of Lis guards were witli the army in 

' Tuscany; and he had only his anathemas to resist the impe- 

I rial soldiers. The Roman populace, however, felt a glow of 
the spirit of their ancestors: menials, grooms, and mechanicjs, 
voluntarily formed a boisterous, but animating, array; while 
the rich and the noble retired into their mansitins, hofnng, hy 
Buch pusillanimous neutrality, to be respected by the con- 

I querors;* thus serving to demonstrate, that the bold and 
sturdy vulgar, who have only lives to hazard, urn ever the 
faithiol guardians of their country, as they are of freedom. 
Clement, infatuated by terror, without attempting to nego- 
tiate, refused the summons. At break of day, the ai'my, 
which might be compax-ed to gaunt and famished w^olves sur- 

J rounding a fold, rose from the meadows, and advanced 
towards the city. A thick mist concealed the temples of 
Rome, and overshadowed the ancient monuments of her miH- 
tary glory. The imperiahsts advanced under it in silence. 
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titude on the walls discovered their approach, the assault W 
gun. Bourbon, to animate his men, seized a scaling laddcTp 
and, running forward, was shot, and fell dead on the eartlL' 
The prince of Orange iiting a doak oyer the body, and called 
on the soldiers to revenge the deatla of their general. For 
two hours the citizens defended themselves with a courageous 
constancy Dot unworthy of the lioman name; but one of those 
sudden panics, to which undisciplined volunteers, of the 
bravest individual spirit, are always liable, suddenly seized 
them, and they Ued from their posts, abandoned entirely to 
fear. The pope, attended by the cardinals and other high 
personages, was in the chapel of the Vatican, standing at the 
altar, in anxious dread of the event. The shrieks and cries 
of flying w^omeu and children were heard wdthoot. The rites 
of religion were suspendedi The noise rose louder aad 
louder. The clash of arras, and the tumultuous sounds of 
fighting and vengeance drew nearer and nearer. The trem* 
bling prelates looked at one another; and the pope, hastily 
gathering up the folds of his robes, ran precii:>itately, fol- 
lowed by the spectators, to the castle of St. Angelo. The 
city became the victim of the rage and sensuality of the 
assailants. The shrines w^ere broken, and the bones of holj 
men were scattered with derision in the streets. The Ger- 
man soldiers, tainted with the principles of Luther, were 
conspicuously active in the profanation. The effigy of the 
pope was burnt as antichrist. But it was not on the senseless 
objects of superstition that the licentiousness of the soldiers 
was chiefly manifested. During the pillage, a furious passion 
for gaming took possession of tlieir minds. | SomCn, loaded with 
plate and treasure, were seen running to where their compa- 
nions sat at dice, and staking their whole spoil on a throw, 
lost itj and returned in.stantly to pillage more. The dastai'cDj 
nobles, shut up in their houses, endeavouring, iromthe w^indowS) 

• By BenTenuti Cellini, it is said. 

I Tliose pious Presbyter] jdis, wbo inveigU Dg-uinst cfljrds tm ihe devil's 
books, are little awiu'e tbat tliey wpre aji iDstrumeiit in tlie great worli of Clw 
K^forrontion. Tbo Ttilgar gnine iibout (bat time was the devil Jind thepiieit; 
muX tbe skill of tbc pkyers consifited iu prpserving tbe priest from llie lieriJi 
but tbe devil in ilie eud always got bold cf luia. Tbe Scottitib gmn« of 
cftt*h honottrs is possibly ft reformed metbod of tiie popish practioe ; amd is 
dull iiiid siuiiifying, by bnvijig loat tbe waggery about tbe dcil and the 
minister, 
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' to ransom themflelvea and tlieir families, were obliged Uy 
■^■it with every gitng gf plunderers, until they had nothing^ 
J^f^ to offer; and then they were compelled to witness and 
" ^dure the calamities and the shame whicli they had vainly 
hoped to avert. Private mansions were not the only scenes 
of slaughter and sensual fury. The convents were burst 

El, and the miserable nuns violated in the midst of corpses 
blood. The lamentations of those %vho despaired of 
ping, or were made loathsome to themselves, only served 
nstigate to new crimes. Some of the soldiers, in the 
lentary glut of appetite, with a wild hope of oblitexiiting 
their guilt, set fire to the theatres of these dreadful tragedies, 
and consumed victims and violators together. The soldierft 
I were not the only criminals. The citizens joined in the car- 
■^ral of sin; and horrible desires were openly gratified, with 
l^^anse, in tlie midst of murders, and the putrefactions of 
t^eath. 

Ii A ll Christendom was filled with horror and grief, ilenry 
^^red immediate vengeance against Charles, wliom he re- 
^Bded as the cause of transactions such as had never before 
^Hgraced the Christiim character, and of calamities, such as 
PBfcne^ in all the vicissitudes of her eventful fortime, had 
never before suffered, Nor was the cardinal* less eager to 
avenge what had happened, or to avert what miglit ensue. 
It was apprehended^ that a vast sum w^ould be levied on all 
the members of the church for the ransom of the pope and 
tlie papal city, and that privileges would be extorted dero- 
gatory to the pontifical supremacy and the independence of 
K Ch ristendom. To anticipate these consequences, promf>t and 
^fcjiprehensive measures were necessary. A council was 
^Bamoned, and the flagrant proceedings of the imperial army, 
^Bwdl as the conduct of the emperor, were immediately coii- 
Plnred. When his circumBtantres rendered him scarcely a 
match for the French king^ he became a contrahent jo the 
league of London; and when that league was violated by the 
French, the English government performed all its engage- 

Tiie cardiufll oniertnl prayers U) he Koid for the pope, and nil ppople to 
four days in flic week ; but few fnstei, for tht prieHts Hiiid their 
iiiinds were to exhort the lay people, and not to fast them^^elrfv^. But 
r people snid the priests ehould, fast first, for the very ciinse of ihc 
Dgwas for a priest; few, bowever, of either fasted. — Hnli, 

II 2 
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meiits and obligntions. But immediately after the battle oC 
Payia, when Cliarles conceived him&elf master of the conti- 
nent, and no longer under any nece^pity of depending on tli« 
aid of England, he assumed an iiisolenee of demeanour wbicli 
he had never beibre raaiiifested. In his letters to Ilenryhis 
uncle, lie laid a^ide the customary courtesy and equality with 
which he had formerly addressed Inniy and assumed the con* 
seqiiendal style of a supt^rior. He treated Francis, while in 
his possession, more as a etilprit vassal of his own, than as a 
prisoner of wtn*; and could it be expected, that, master of 
the en pi till of Christendom, and of the pope's person, hiB 
amliition would he repressed? It wtts therefore determined* 
that a convention should immediately be concluded with 
Francis, which should have for its object the deliverancfiof 
Clement; and tluit, for this purpose, Wolsey should proceed 
immediately to France, in order to arrange the terms, and to 
concert the measui^es essential to give it elleet.* The objects 
of this embassy being deemed peculiarly solemn, tliL^ prepara- 
tions were uiiusuidly miignilicent. The cardinal lett London 
accompanied by many peers and prelates, with a train ot' 
ab<?ve a thousand servants, and eighty wajigons loaded with 
baggage and treasure.f When he passed through Canter- 

♦ '* At thp IjLst^ as yon Imve heftiil* divers of die gieat stntes aud Joidi of 
the coimeil, \>itlj my Itidy Aitne { Biilleii,) lay in ooiitiuuiil wait to ajij a coa- 
veuieut occiisiou (o tait; my lovd cardinal m W i^iiare. Tlierefore lb«7 
consulted Willi the eiinlijiiil, iiDil infonnHd liim, that tbey thought it u neces- 
sary time for hitn to take upoa him the kiDg'i) coramiaaion, to tniTel heyoai 
the Heu8, nnd by liia vviKiloiii tocuDipnsa a preaont peac(^ amongst these giCAt 
princes aud polentatea, enuomagiu^ liiai thereto, aiitl alleging that H WA* 
more meet for liin wL'i4inin, discrelioii, ttnd unthoHtyT to bring ko weighty i 
matter lo paws tlmii any oilier within thin reulm ; their intent VfU» no olliCT 
hut to gel liim frotii tLeking, that they might adventure by the help of tbeif 
then chief rniHtreHs, to dejjrnve him nnto the kmg, and in liia ahsonee bring 
him into his disgnicef or at tlie least to he in lenis estimation ; and ^o the 
matter was handled that the cardinal was commanded to prepaie liimself for 
the jonrney, which he took npon liim^ but wljether willingly or ool, I Ciii- 
not say." — Ctirendhh . 

f " Wlien all things ATere cont-luded and provided for this nolde jourtiej, 
he advanced forwards in the name of God. , . . Then marched he fonrinl 
out of his new hou^e at Westminster, through all London, (^rd July, l.V3t(h 
over London bridge, having a (freut many of gentlemen, in ranks of lliree 
before him, in black velvet coat.s, and iht^: most part of them wirh ehainit o( 
gold about their npckit. And all his own yeomen, with the noblemen's and 
Ijreiit mens servants, all in orange tawny coats, with T. C, for 2%m&i* 
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bury, prayers were performed in the cathedral for the deliver- 
ance of the pope from his miserable captivity; and during the 
chanting of tiie pathetic orison* prepared for the oocasiony 
Wolsey, convinced of the inatubility of his own grandeur, and 
touched with a presentiment of his fall, was observed to weep 
tenderly. 

The narrative of the eardinal'3 journey and progress in 
France strikingly displays his love of niagoiticence, and the 
splendour of the age; but the details are more interesting to 
the antiquary than to tlie historian. Still, however, it con- 
tains circumstances worthy of selection, as they serve to illus- 
trate his domestic character, and the decision of his mind in 
public affairs. Wlien his equipages were lauded at Calais, 
and while the French court wns coming to meet him, he 
ordered ull his household into his presence, and addressed 
them to the following effect: — " I have called you hither, 
to declare unto you, that I w^ould have you consider both the 
duty you owe unto me, and the good will I semblably bear 
unto you for the same. Your intendment uf service is to 
farther the authority I have by commission from the hing, 
which diligeJit observance of yours I will hereafter recom- 
mend to his majesty, as also to show, from the nature of the 
Frenchmen, and withal to instruct you what reverence you 
shall use to me for tljc high honour of the king's majesty; 
and to inform you also how you shall entertain and accom- 
pany the Frenehmen when you meet at any time. Concern- 
ing the lirst pointy ye sliall understand that, for divers 
weighty affairs of liis g racers, and for more advanct^ment of 
his royal dignity, he hath assigned me in this journey to be 

CardlmtJ^ embroidered iipon them, as well upon Ins otvii Bervauts* coats, r»^ 
upon ftll tlie rest of the geiJilemen'*»» His sujupter mtileH, wliicb were 
twenty iiml mar^ in iiuimher, and all bis caningi'H mid nuln mid otb»T of bis 
triun, bfttl iiriKsed oii before. He rode i?ery sumptuously lika «i t'ttrdina], od 
bis mule, witb biw spsu-u mule Ijebind, and a spjirc borse* the tmpping?? of 
Piiinsoi) vdvett with gilt stiiTups* And befoio liimbe had bis two ppreot sil- 
ver crosses, mid \mi two pilJtira of silver, the Icing's broivd Setd of Euglnnd, 
ftnd bis cardinflr& bat, and a gentlemmi carrying liis lialonce^, otbenvii^e 
tfdled bis clofllc bag, wbicb vfm mude of fine siaiktt fill ^'rubroidered very 
ricdily wiUi gold. Thus be passed tbrougb Loudon, il« 1 said befoi^e, and all 
(be way in bis said jotiniey be was tbu8 fiuiiished, having bi» bflibiijgers in 
every phice before him, who prepared lodgiug§ for bim and bia iraiu.'" — 

• " BttuL'ta I^Iarla, oru 1 pro papa iiostro Clemeiile/*— C«rert<i»*A. 
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hh lieutenant, Wliat reverence therefore belongs to me for tli.^ 
same, I will show you. Bj virtue of my commission aii-<J 
lieutenantshipj I assume and take upon me to be esteeme*^ 
in nil honours and de^ees of service as unto his highness is 
meet and due, and notbing to !>e neglected bj me that tD hi^ 
state is due imd appertinent; for my part, ye shaJl see, that I 
will not omit one jot thereof. Therefore, one of the chief 
causes of your assembly at this time is to inform yoti^ thmt 
you be not ignorant of your duty in this. I wish you, there- 
fore, as you would have my iavom*, and also charge you tdl, 
in the king's nanie^ that you do not forget the same in time 
And places, but that every one of you do observe his duty to 
me» according as yon will, at your return, avoid the king*6 
indignation, and deserve bis highness' thanks; the which I 
Tvili set forth at our return, as each of you shall deserve- 
Now to the second point: — The nature of the Frenchmen ii 
fioch, that at the first meeting they wiU be as familiar witli 
you as if they had known you by long acquaintance; and 
they will converse with you iu their French tongue as though 
you knew every w^ord; therefore, use them in like man* 
lier, and be m ftimiliar with them as they are with you: if 
they speak to you in their natural tongue, speak to them in 
English, so that^ if you do not understand them, no more 
shall thfiy you;" and he added, turning i'acetiously to one of 
his gentlemen, who was a Welshman: ** Price, speak thou 
Welsh to them, mad I doubt not but thy speech shall be no 
moi-e diffuse and obscure to them than is French to thee. 
But I pray you ah, let your entertainment and behaviour be 
according to all gentleness and humilitj'-, that it may be re- 
ported, ai'ter our dc^parture, that you were gentlemen of good 
behaviour, and that all men may know you understand your 
duties to your lord and king, and to your master: Thus shall 
3'ou not only obtam to yourselves great recommendations and 
praises, but also greatly advance your prince and country." 
From Calais he w*ent towards Amiens. Fitincis having, as a 
mark of his singular esteem, and by the title of his dearest 
and great friend, empowered him to pardon all criminals but 
those who had been guilty of high treason, rape, and sacri- 
lege; the cardinal exercised the royal prerogative of mercy 
in the different tn\s^ns through winch the embassy passed, 
and the inhabitants entertained him with Latin orations and 
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^^^pM processions.^ Wbeu he had annved within a short 
^stance of the citj, word wafi brought that Fnmcis and the 
^**Urt were advancing to meet him* He immediately ahghted^ 
^d entering a small chapel which stood on the rood side, he 
^*rajed hiniselt' more sumptuously than usual, and liis mule 
^as at the same time caparisoned with gold and crimson 
Velvet* By the time he waa again mounted, the king, with 
wis guai'da,|- had come very near- The cardinal only ad- 
vanced a little way, and then stopped. Francis, surprised, 
sent forward one of his attendants to inquire the reason. 
Wblsey said that he exiw3cted to be met half way. The mes- 
senger returned, and the king advancing, the cardinal also 
eame forward, and, both alighting at the same time, embraced 
in the midway between their respective retinues. Francis 
having placed Wolsey on his right, and each English gentle- 
man and attendant being marshalled with a Frenchman of 
equal rank, the procession, extending nearly two miles in 
length, proceeded to Amiens. After spending a few days 
there, the court removed to the castle of Compiegne, which 
had been previously partitioned, cue division being appro- 
priated for tlie French, and the other for the English. 

The business, which had been preluded with so much 
grandeur, now seriously commenced. Wolsey, during the 

Kcussions^ was frequently irritated by the chicanery of the 
ench ministers. One evening, while Francis himself was 
ssent, he lost all patience, and, starting from his seat, said 
to the French ehanceEor, indignantly: " Sin it becomes not 
you to triiie with the friendship between our sovereigns; and 
if your master Ibllow your practices, he shall not fail shortly 
to feel what it is to war against England;" and he imme- 
diately left the room; nor could he be persuaded to resume 
the discussion, until the mother of Francis had entreated him 
to return. The objects of his mission, by this bold and sin- 



* NotwJthstaiMlmg all tliis public pomp and deference, the eardliial in pri- 
"" suffprwi several lit lie TZiortiJieaLtons. In every plHce wbere be lodged 
iriis robl)cd of soiaetljiutf valiuible ; iind be met witb u bieroglypliicjii ad 
10 hmniUty, by a rtprestjutfitioii, one momingf, on IiIh wiM(iov>\ of 
dioid'H httt witb n gallows orer it, — Stoir, 

Tbc guard of tall Scots tbnt juteaded the French king on this oecttsioiii 
) more comely tban all the others.— ^CoveiMfijA. 
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gular diplomatic artifice, wei-e speedily brought to a cond^' 
sion. Three several treaties, forming a league offensive, de€^^' 
len&ive, and of affinity, were concluded. The lirst related ^** 
a marriage hetween thtii princess of England and the duke o^ 
Orleans, — the emperor, bj manning the princess of Portt^' 
gal,* having left her free, Tho second concerned the affiii^^ 
of Francis and Charles, the deliverance of the French prince^^j 
and the restoration of» the duchy of Milan to Sforza. In tb« 
event of Henry declaring wai* against Charles, Francis agre^** 
that tlie English merchants should enjoy, in the French [lort^s 
the same privileges that they enjoyed in the imperial dom^' 
nions. The third treaty, was, however, the principal; an<^» 
both as the object of the embassy, and as the parent of eve»*^ 
which have not, perhaps, even at this day, ceased to opera'^ 
deserves to be particularly noticed. 

It declared, that while the pope remained a prisoner, ^^ 
. summons for a general council of the church should xb^^ 
[effect within the dominions of France and England; and tl*^ 
l4wo kings engaged respectively, that their clergy should P**^* 
rBcly protest their detestation of any such convocation. -^ 
was also declared^ that any commandment, sentence, buD, l^^" 
ter, or brief, proceeding from the pope in his present situatio*^ ' 
[tending to the prejudice of the French or English nations, *^ 
to the legatine authority of cardinal Wolsey, should not ^^ 
obeyed, but that the bearers of them should be punished; aO^^ 
that durhig the captivity of the pope, whatsoever the cardi- 
nal, in conjunction with the other prelates of England, u^ 
sem bled by the king, determined In the ecclesiastical affai*'^ 
of the English, should, when sanctioned by his majesty, l> 
. Talid and obligatory. The like was settled by the Frencl^ ^ 

I Thus was a radical alteration made in the constitution <^ 

liChristendom. Leo X., by becoming a party to the league <^ 
'liondon, had degraded the pope to an equality with the sect*"""^ 
lar princes. But this treaty openly declared, that even i* 
ecclesiastictd affairs, the political authority was to he suprem*^ 
and Henry afterwards maintained the principle with Ma ch^ 
racteristic vigour. 

Charles, when informed that the pope was his prison©^' 

* 2jid January, 1520. 
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anci aware of tlie tunazement which the pilhigo of Home had 
diffused throughout Christendom, endeavoured to tralHc; with 
ttie tempter of Henry. He sent him a letter, in which the 
excesses of the soldiery were palliated; and, affecting to doubt 
'wliat should be his own conduct in so diliicult a crisis, art- 
fially solicited advice. To the ditfereDt foreign ministers at 
lais court he was equally plausible, but gave no satisfaction 
before the terms of the treaties between France and England 
were known. Then, in order to avert the consequences, he 
offered to the French and English ambassadors, to give up 
those stipulations in the treaty of Madrid which the French 
nat ion had resolved not to fultil; and he sent orders to the 
pHnce of Orange, who, after the death of Bourbon, com- 
ii^iitided the imperialists in Rome, to set tlie pope at liberty; 
^ut to take care that from a fiiend lie might not be able to 
'^^Ccime an enemy. This oracular order puzzled the prince 
^XLceediugly; who, being unable to ex]>ound it himself, called 
* council of war. The plain and blunt soldiers who com- 
posed the council, having wasted a long time in vaiji perplexity, 
at length decided that in a case so abstruse the main point 
^*iould be secured. They accordingly stripped the pope of 
^11 he had, or could procure;* and turned him out of the 

* The money Trldch lU tliis time Clement nfns obligeil to tiorrow, in order 
^^ Sfttiify the extortions of tlie officers, occasioned the first inaiitntioii of 
P'lbliy fuiiilB ; that species of tinnnciul i-csonrpe wliiclj, during the eigliteentli 
^^TTiiitry. iittracted 5o much of the Miention of the stiitesmcn iind political 
•^ConoinUi H of Europe, and which, in this country, is the great object of the 
5^*^ nil* solicitude of raiuisteiH. Thu money wii« hoiTOwed at ten per cent. 
j'^terest. In order lo pay the iiiterewt, uud to liquidate the principub the 
*Uogki rft montc were foraied^ which, under Scxtns V., was ledueed into a 
^^pletB system, 

^ tie pope has in his disposal a g^retit number of posts or employments > 
P^rticiloj'iy in the Roman dataiy, which at tlial lime, and tiU very lately » 
Were extjemely profitable to the occuiwers* They are iJl iluring life ; and 
^ ^^ttis orduiiicd, that as the occupiers drop^ied ofl", their emplyynieutH ishould, 
or th^ future, be «old at certain fixed prices to Any ihut would offer for them. 
*^ formed a curious table, or tariif, for iliiH purpose, which was never to be 
_*^etledi and the pricea were so moderate, as to leiiTe a very considerable 
2^ftt to tlie purchasers. 'J'hese employments are cjilled vacabili, becauae 

^y ftre vactible or transfcrahle from any occupier nndcr sixty yein« of oge 

'i^nnther, though of inferior oj^e. The aums received from tlie eales of 
i\A^^ '^'ftcabUi were to form u sinking fiun! for the extinction t>f the national 
*''"'j i^lacb was to be paid oft' at certain periods, and in certain proportions. 
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casde, as the best way of executing the emperor's instrue- 

tiODS. 

Before any advantage could be takea of the politic mode- 
ration which Charles had assumed, on learning the result of 
Wolsey's embassy to France, heralds from France and England 
arrived,* and, with the customary ceremonies of the age, de- 
manded an audience of the emperor. Their request was 
grantedL Charles ascended his throne, and being surrounded by 
his officers and nobles, the heralds were admitted. Over their 
left arm they carried their armorial mantles, and making three 
low obeisances, approached the foot of the throne, where the 
English king at arms claimed protection and entertainment 
in a speech to the following effect. " According to the laws 
and edicts, inviolably guarded by the Roman emperors, your 
predecessors, and by all other kings and princes, we, in the 
name of our respective sovereigns, have come to declare im- 
portant matters; and therefore we beseech your majesty, out of 
your benign clemency, to afford us, agreeably to those laws and 
edicts, security and honourable treatment, while we wait your 
answer; and, afterwards, to'grant us safe conduct till wfe return 
to the lands and lordships of our masters." The emperor having 
assented in the customary form to this request, the French 
herald then stepped forward, and said, " Because your imperial 
majesty will not agree to equitable terms of peace; nor pay 
your debts to the king of England ;t nor set the pope free ; 
nor leave Italy in quietness; the king, my lord and master,, 
commands me to declare, that he and his brother the Hng of 
England must henceforth treat you as an enemy; and from 
this day forward he wiU keep no contract for your profit and 
advantage : but he will exert against you and your subjects 
all the annoyance of war, until, upon fair and honest terms, 
you restore his sons; set the pope free; pay the king of Eng- 
land; and leave in tranquillity all his allies and confederates : 
forty days respite are allowed to enable your subjects to 
withdraw from his dominions, and he requires the like for his 
subjects in yours." The herald then put on his mantle; and 

* 11th November, 1527. 

f Charles, having married the princess of Portugal, forfeited to Henry, by 
not marrying his daughter, five hundred thousand crowns, according to the 
stipulations of the treaty of Windsor. 
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the emperor replied, " I perfectly understand what you have 
said on the part of the king your master; but I am surprised 
by this defiance; for he is my prisoner, and not eligible to 
send me a defiance. He has made war with me long, and 
never did this before; but I trust in God that I shall be able 
to defend myself. No one regrets what has happened to the 
pope more than I do: it was done without my knowledge, and 
yesterday I received letters that he has been set at liberty. 
As for the sons of your king, it is not my fault that they are 
not &ee; I hold them in pawn, and he should redeem them.* 
And as to what you say concerning my uncle the king of 
£ngland, he is not well informed of these aifairs; otherwise 
he would not have sent me this message: I will myself write 
to him the whole truth. I never refused the payment of my 
debts, and I will act as I am in justice bound. But if he will 
make war, I must defend; and I pray God that I may have no 
greater occasion to make war on him than he lias received from 
me." The English herald then answered : " The king, my 
supreme lord, considers peace necessary to the Christian 
world, that the princes may combine to resist the Turk, who 
has already taken Belgrade, and expelled the knights of St. 
John from the isle of Rhodes; and that the heresies and schis- 
matic sects, which have lately arisen, may be repressed. But 
your commanders and army have sacked the city of Rome; 
taken our holy father prisoner; put the cardinals to ransom; 
sacrilegiously profaned the churches; slain with the sword 

* Tlie mean and sordid spirit of Charles nud the Spanish g^overument, 
was fully shown in the treatment which the helpless children of Francis re^ 
celTed. They were consigned to the custody of a stnpid superstitious wretch, 
s marquis of the name of Yirlanga, and imprisoned in the castle of Pednicu. 
A French officer, who was sent to visit them, found them in a dark dirty 
room, playing with dogs and dolls, and neglected in their persons. They 
had forgotten all their native language, and he was ohliged to make use of 
an interpreter. How different was this from the entertainment which .lames I. 
of Scotland received while a prisoner in England ! The officer presented 
them witli new clothes, which the marquis would not allow to be put on, until 
first tried upon the bodies of other boys ; for he believed that there w^ere 
witches in France who could transport, through the air, any one whose 
bodies were touched by their ointments. Lord Herbert, in speaking of tins 
circumstance, endeavours, in words without meaning, to give another reason 
for the conduct of Virlanga ; but the notion was not peculiar to that des- 
picable Spaniard, — ^it was common to the age.^ (See Appendix.) 
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reli^ous persons of all descriptions, till the air and the earth 
have been infected,* and the wrath of Heaven ha^ come down 
demanding reparation. The debates and contentions between 
you and the French king are the roots and causes of these 
evils; and my sovereign lias in vain proposed to you terms 
of reconciliation. These thing?, with those that have been 
related by the French herald, have induced him to adopt an 
ultimate resolution. He has concluded a league with Fran- 
cis and other confederates, to constrain you, by force of arms, 
to act with equity; ami 1 am autliorised to otfer, once for all, 
the conditions which have been already proposed." He con- 
cluded the deiiance with the proposal of forty days' respite. 
Having put on his mantle, the emperor answered to the same 
effect rts he did to the other herald ; and afterwards ^vrote a 
long representation, in which he reeapituliited many circum- 
stances of complaint which he had against the government of 
Henry, and particularly against the cardinal. f — England 
gained nothing by the wiisteful wars in which she had em- 
barked, dneflyon his account: Charles endeavoured to appro- 
priate all the fruits of the battle of Pavia to himself, in despite 
of positive stipulations by treaty: and by the saek of Rome, 
the frame of Christendomj of which Henry was the declared 
cham|»ion and defender, was nearly overthrown. 

Wolscy, after his return from France, on opening the 
Michaelmas term, addressed the judges and the other emi- 
nent persons then assembled upon the subject of his embassy, 
and the treaties which he had concluded with Francis, stating 
that such was the reciprocity and friendship established^ 
between the tvv^o kingdoms, that they would, in futun 
appear hut as one monarchy. But the nation could ni 
understand how it was for their advantage that the kJnj^ 
should become so familiar with their old and deadly enemy, 
and abandon his own nephew, for whose behalf he had so 
urgently asked them for money; and tliey had ceased to feel 
much interest in the fate of the pope. The merchants fore- 
saw the loss of their trade with Spain and the Netherlands, 
and doubted if all the advantsiges which might be derived 
from the opening of the French ports would be an equivalent. 

♦ At lUi-H time n peatilentij raged in most parts of Europe, 
f Lord Herbert, JIB. 
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A new war was also probable; find the people, unable to 
comprehend the views of the cardinal, but witntssinc; his 
ostentation and an'ogance, bi*gan to be infected by the discon- 
tents of the nobility and ecclesiastics, whom he had mortilitd 
by his talents, and offended by his justice. ^Volsey hiid, in- 
deed, attained tlie meridian of his forttine. In every trans- 
action abroad, his name was mentioned and his intluenee felt. 
The learned and the artists of all countries came troopin<r to 
bis gates, and the kingdom resounded with the fame of his 
afliuence and the noise of the buildings which he was erecting 
to luxmy and knowledge. His revenues, dei'ived from the 
fines in the legatine court, the arehbislioprie of York, the 
tfisboprie of "Winchester, and the abbey of St. Albans, with 
several other English bishoprics which werehehl by foreigners^ 
bat assigned to him at low^ rents for gi'anting them tlie privi- 
hge of living abroad, together with his pensions irom Charles 
and Francis, the emoluments of the chancellorship, tlie 
I'evenues of the bishoprics of Badajos and Placentia, in Spain, 
With rich occasional presents from all the allies of the king, 
and the w ealth and domains of forty dissolved monasteries, 
fbrmed an aggregate of incomt; equal to the roy id revenues. 
ijis bouse exhibited the finest productions of art which such 
"M^ealth could command in the age of Leo X, The walls of 
liis chambers were hung with cloth of gold, and tapestry still 
Xnore precious, representing the most remarkable events in 
Sacred history,* for the easel was then subordinate to the 
loom. His floors were covered with embroidered carpets, 
s^nd sideboards of cypress were loaded with vessels oi' gold. 
The sous of the nobihty, according to the fashion of the 



* Tbe subjects of tlie tnpestry consisted of triiinipba, jirol>ably Koiiiau; 
X.he story of A bs 111 OBI, bordered uitli ibe yardiuuj's aniiii ; the peiitioa of 
Esther, and the boiioiidng of Mordecul ; the bifttory of Samson, bordered 
^tqrith the cardiniil's umis; the history of Solomon; the alory of Busaajiab 
««itd lli« elders, bordered with the cftrdimirs anus; thu history of Jacob, ttlao 
Ijordcred; Holofemes and Judith, bordered; the story of Joseph, of Da^id, 
mid of St. Joliu the Bnptiiit; the hwtory of the Virgin; the paa,sioii of 
dtrist ; tbe Woi-ihieft ; the story of Nehuchndnezzar^ a pilgrimage — all hon- 
ored. His ehapel hud tliree orgtms, and wa-* onianieiited wiili jitatuea of 
Bu .Tohn, the Virgin, the Mother and Child, St. Matthew, St. Antbouy, St. 
!3Barbara^ and pictures made of inlaid wood and ivorj-. Some of these latter 
Idnda of pictures were^ in that age, made in a Tcry superior atyle. A cata- 
logue of part of his furniture ts in the fii-iti&h Museum. 
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age, attended him as pages,* and the daily service of the 
household corresponded to the opulence and ostentation of 
the master. 

The entertainment which the cardinal gave at Hampton 
Court to the French oommissionersf who were sent to ratify 
the league, offensive and defensive, exceeded in splendour 
€very banquet which had before that time been exhibited in 

• Hume speaks of the young nobility wearing the cardinal's livery as if 
such a thing had not happened before, and was peculiar to his household. 
*^ Some of the nobility/' says the philosophical historian, " put their children 
into his family, as a place of education ; and, in order to ingratiate them 
with their patron, allowed them to bear offices as his servants." It was, 
however, the practice of the time, and of some antiquity. " A custom which 
had been introduced in former ages, seems in tliis (Henry VIII.) to have 
been carried almost beyond credibility: it was that of retaining in the houses 
of the nobility the sons of their superior dependents, where their educations 
were completed, who, with a numerous retinue of servants, were all known 
by the badges of their lord." DaUaway*9 Enquiries into the Origin and 
Progress of Heraldry in England^ p. 186. Whiting, abbot of Glaston- 
bury, who was contemporary with Wolsey, retained young noblemen. And 
Oavin Douglas, the celebrated bishop of Dunkfild, who was also a contem- 
porary of Wolsey, mentions that he learnt the dialect which he makes use 
of in his poetry, when he was a page. Ellis's Early English PoetSy vol. i. 
p. 397. And Douglas was a son of old Bell-the-Cat, earl of Angus, a man 
who was not likely to have allowed his sons to serve as pages had not the 
custom been common. The practice, in fact, continued till the reign of 
Charles I. Dr. Fiddes mentions that, in his time, the then earl of Stafford 
had a letter of instructions written by the earl of Arundel, in the year 1620, 
for the benefit of his son William, then in the house of the bishop of Nor- 
wich, in which he says, " You shall, in all things, reverence, honour, and 
obey my lord bishop of Norwich, as you would do your parents, esteeming 
what he shall tell or command you, as if your gran^other of Arundel, your 
mother, or myself, should say it ; and, in all things, esteem yourself as my 
lord's page ; a breeding which youths of my house, far superior to yon, were 
accustomed to, as my grandfather of Norfolk, and his brother, my good uncle 
of Northampton, were both bred as pages, with bishops." 

f " Then was there no more to do but to make preparation of all things 
for the entertainment of this great assembly at Hampton Court, at the time 
-appointed. My lord cardinal called before him all his chief officers, as 
stewards, treasurers, comptrollers, and cltrks of his kitchen, to whom he 
declared his whole mind touching the entertainment of the Frenchmen at 
Hampton Court, to whom he also gave command neither to spare for any 
cost, or expense, or pains, to make such a triumphant banquet, as the 
guests might not only wonder at it here, but also make a glorious report to 
the great honour of our king and this realm. Thus having made known 
his pleasure, to accomplish his commandment, they sent all the carriers, 
purveyors, and other persons, to prepare all they could for love or liking, for 
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England. Two hnndred and eighty beds, with furniture of 
the costliest silks and velvets, and as manjr ewers and basius 
of silver, were prepared for the guests. The halls were 
illuminated with innumerable sconces and branches of plate. 
Sapper was announced by the sound of trumpets, and served 
with triumphal music. But the master was not yet come. 
He had been detained late in London, and tlie dessert, which 

my lard's friends. Also they sent for all expert cooks, and cunning persons 
in the art of cookery in London, or elsewhere that miglit be gotten to beau- 
tay the noble feast, then the irarveyors proTided, and my lord's friends sent 
in such proTision that it was a wonder to see it. The cooks they wrought 
both day and night in many curious devices, where was no lack of gold, 
silver, or any other costly thing. The yeomen and grooms of his waril- 
robes were busied in hanging the chambers with costly hangings, and fur- 
nishing the same with beds of silk, and other furniture for tli^ same in every 
degree, llien my lord sent me, being his gentleman-usher, and two other 
of my fiellows, to foresee all things, touching our rooms to be riclily gar- 
nished, wherein our pains were not small, but doily we travelled up and 
down, from chamber to chamber, to see things fitted. Then wrought joiners, 
carpenters, painters, and all other artificers needfhl, so that there should be 
unthing wanting to adorn this noble feast. There was carriage and re-car- 
liage of plate, stuff, and other ricli implements, so that there was nothing 
laddng that could be de\ised or imagined for the purpose. There were 
also provided two hundred and eighty beds, mtli all manner of furniture to 
them, too long to be here related. 

'* The day assigned to the Frenchmen being come, they were ready 
assembled at Hampton Court, before the hour of their appointment, where- 
fore the officers colled them to ride to Hauworth, a park of the king's within 
three miles of Hampton Court, there to spend the time in hunting till night, 
which they did, and then returned, and every one of them was conveyed to 
his several chamber, having in it a good fire, and store of wine, where they 
remained till supper was ready. 

" The chambers where they supped and banqueted were adorned tlius : 
— ^First, the great waiting chamber was hung with a very rich cloth of 
arras, and so all the rest, some better than others, and furnished >^ith 
tall yeomen to serve. There were set tables round about the chambers, 
banqnetwise covered ; also a cupboard garnished with white plate, having 
also in the same chamber, to give the more light, four great plates of silver, 
set with lights, and a g^at fire. The next chamber was the chamber of 
presence, richly hanged also with the cloth of arras, and a sumptuous cloth 
of estate, fiumished with many goodly gentlemen to serve. The tables 
were ordered in manner as the others were, save only the high table was 
removed beneath the cloth of state, towards the midst of the chamber. 
There was a cupboard with six desks of plate, garnished all over with fine 
gold, with one pair of candlesticks of silver and gilt, that cost three hundred 
marks, with lights of wax in the same. The cupboard was barred about, 
that no man could come very near, for there was great store of plate to use 
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consisted of figures, castles, and cathedrals, in confectionary, 
with all the emblems of ecclesiastical pomp and the pageants 
of chivalry, was on the tables when he entered, booted and 
spurred. Having welcomed the guests, he called for a golden 
bowl filled with hippocras; the French commissioners were 
served, at the same time, with another, and they reciprocally 
drank to the health of their respective sovereigns. He then 
retired to dress, and returning speedily to the company, 
exerted those convivial talents which had first contributed to 
his attainment of this excessive grandeur. The Frenchmen 
doubted which most to admire, the mansion, the feast, or the 
master. Wolsey felt exultingly gratified, and the measure of 
his greatness could hold no more. 

besides. The plates that hung on the walls to give light, were silver and 
gilt, with wax lights. 

** Now were all things in readiness, and supper fit ; the principal officers 
caused the trumpets to blow, to warn all to supper. Then the officers con- 
ducted the French noblemen where they were to sup, and they being set, 
the service came up in such abundance, both costly and full of devices, 
with such a pleasant noise of music, that the Frenchmen, as it seemed, 
were wrapped up in a heavenly paradise. You must understand that my 
lord cardinal was not there all this while, but the French Monsieurs were 
very merry with their rich fare and curious cates and knacks ; but before 
the second course, my lord cardinal came in, booted and spurred, suddenly 
amongst them, and bade them jproface {proficiaty may it do you good). At 
his coming there was great joy, every man rising from his place, whom my 
lord cardinal caused to sit still and keep their places, and being in his riding 
apparel, called for his chair, and sat him down in the midst of the high 
table, and was there as merry and as pleasant as ever I saw him in my life. 
Presently after came up the second course, which was above a hundred 
several devices, which were so goodly and costly, that I think the Frenchmen 
never saw the like. But the rarest curiosity of all the rest, they all won- 
dered at, which indeed was worthy of wonder, were castles with images 
in the same ; Saint Paul's church, the model thereof; beasts, birds, fowls, 
personages most excellently made, some fighting with swords, some with 
guns, others with cross-bows, some dancing with ladies, some on horseback 
with complete armour, jousting with long and sharp spears, and many more 
strange devices, which I caimot describe. Amongst them all I noticed there 
was a chess-board of spices, with men to the same, and of good proportion ; 
and because the Frenchmen are very expert at that sport, my lord cardinal 
gave the same to a French gentleman, commanding that there should be 
made a good case to convey the same into his country." — Cavendish. 
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BOOK V. 



State of Ireland — Character of the Irish — Feudal system — Election of chief- 
tains — Tanistrie — Origin of yeomanry — Brelion law — Ireland as often 
anlgect to military rule as to civil discipline — Laid waste during the civil 
wars of Henry VI. — State on the accession of Heniy Vlll. — Tlie earl 
of Kildare deputy of Ireland — His administration — Summoned to 
England on charges of misdemeanour — The earl of Ossory appointed 
deputy — Acquittal of Kildare — ^Agoin summoned to London — His defence 
— ^Ita effect on the cardinal — The Reformation — Anarchy in France 
after the death of Charlemagne — ElTorts of the xn-iesthood to restrain 
it — ^Preaching of Peter the Hermit — Intercoui-se caused by the crusades 
— ^Revival of literature in Italy — Changes produced by it — ^\V^olsey's 
design in reforming the church — First general result of the Reformation 
— ^Wolsey more the patron of literary institutions than of men of genius 
—literature of the reign of Henry VIII. and of tlie age of Elizabeth 
—Progress of the ornamental arts in Italy — State of literature and arts in 
Scotland — College of physicians founded — Low state of medical science 
prior to that event — ^Wolsoy a patron of natioiuU insti-uction — Proposes 
to fimnd public lectures at Oxford — The laws of that university sub- 
mitted to him for revisal — Cambridge adopts the same measure — Progi-ess 
of learning — ^Wolsey founds and endows Christ-chiu-ch college, Oxford — 
Project by which he proposed to furnish its library — Wolsey lays tlie 
foundation of a public scliool at Ipswich — Estimate of his acquu'ements 
as a scholar — Projects an institution to be founded in Loudon for the 
study of law — The courtiers and clergy jealous of his influence. 

It may still be said, as in the days of queen Elizabeth, tliat 
Ireland seems reserved by Almighty God for woes which 
shfdl come by her upon England. Causes intrinsically similar 
to those which agitated that unfortunate country in the age of 
Henry VIII., have stained the annals of the present reign* 
with blood. The terrible constancy with which the people 
have reviled, for more than six hundred years, the English 
system of rule, must be ascribed to the eifect of something 

* That of George III. 
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vicious in that system. Nor can tliis be denied. Bj callir^^ 
the descendants of the Eofrlish wlio settled in Ireland suhs^^^ 
quent to the time of Heruy II. Protectants, and the ahorigiii^$^ 
inhabitants Catholics, the relative condition of the people wL^^-'^ , 
appear to have continued unaltered since that epoch; andyo^^^i 
in all the series of the rainisters vv'ho ha%^e successively ruleC^^^ 
England, will it be ibund that any one of them has pursued f-^^ 
wiser policy than that of cardinal Wolsey? 

The earliest authentic descriptions of the Irish represeni 
them as a frank^ kind-heailed people, much under the in 
iluence of the imaginatiouj enthusiastic in all their passioni -^^ 
and pursuits, amorous, fond of renown, delighted with war, 
generous to the distressed, and hospitable to friends and 
strangers. When polished by edueation, they excel in the 
convivia! fascijiation of wit and huraourj and they are the 

most eloquent of all the modern nations. The lower classes 

are faitlifnl and affectionate where they i\)rm attachments, but ^^^^ 
the strength of their passions makes them lax in their 
morality. They have little ambition, the consequence of 
ignorance, and they entertain for their masters sentiment 
that w^ould become the humility of an iDferior cast. Th* 
men are well formed, tall, and clear complexioned, and th< 
women are more remarkable for the symmetry of their ann^^^ 
and limbs than for the beauty of their features. In the day;^^ 
of Campion, the mf^n wore their hair cropped close, leavin, 
on their forehead a large tuft,* which they thought added t< 
the manliness of their countenance; and in the present ag< 
the same fashion has been revived. To their national 
customs the Irisli have always been strongly attached, valuin; 
antiquity more than utility. In the time ofWolsey, thos< 
who were skilled in tlie delicacy of their native languag* 
affected to be enraptured by the allusions and apophthegms o10 
the bards and jesters. The chieftains retained taie- tellers - 
who invented stories for their amusement; and the deligh ^^ 
which the nation has always received from wonderful tale-^ 
has drawn upon Irishmen the imputation of being credulous.'^ 

* Tliej citlled il; thpir tftihhc. 

+ In rJiB sixteenth century, u reinnrkable class of odventiirarSf culled en*"' 
rows, wIjo followEd no other professicju hni eards, was crBtcrloinfd nrr -^'^ 
tbem. Tlif^e cuimw^, Iseijig commonly wtlllioni, but iviLlionl jmirii 
gleaned a liveliliood bj piisaing, in quest of piny, from lioaae to houat aiL 
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The feudal system was never generally established in Ire- 
land. The English adventurers in the expedition of Henry 
IL doubtless received their portions of his conquest on the 
I condition of rendering military service; but he only subdued 
a small part of the kingdom, and the ancient usages retained, 
beyond the English bounds, in the rei^rn of Ilenr}- ^'I1I., 
mnch of their primitive peculiarity. The aboriginal Irish 
lav of territorial inheritance was, probably, similar to what 
prevailed in the northern parts of Europe, before the feudal 
system was established. It seems to have been an early offset 
from the more ancient and patriarchal rule of clanship. The 
territorial heir was not, as in Scotland, among the clans, the 
militaiy successor of his father; nor, as in feudatory states, 
the superior of the inhabitants of his domain. For, when a 
oommander happened to die, the people resorted to a known 
appointed plac^, in order to choose another leader; and the 
relation of the deceased who was most admired for his hardi- 
hood and exploits was generally preferred, without reference 
to hia degree of consanguinity. When the election was 
declared, the successful candidate was placed on a stone con- 
secrated by the use of ages for that purpose. It commonly 
stood on the top of a hiill, and had a foot engraved on it, 
allied to be the form of that of the first commander of the 
district to which the stone belonged.* While standing on the 
stone^ the chief took an oath to preserve all the customs of 
the country, and the rights of the tanist, or territorial heir. 
A wand was then delivered to him by an oificer appointed 
for that part of the ceremony; and, on receiving it, he 
descended from the stone, and, turning thrice round, back- 
wards and forwards, completed his inauguration. The mili- 
tary command being thus distinct from the possession of the 
land, domains in Ireland were said to be regulated by tanists; 
and to this peculiarity, and the usages attached to it, the mul- 

the gentry. To such an iufaiuated degree were tliey devoted to this tlirift- 
less commerce, that they have sometimes pledged their clothes ; aiid, when 
stripped to the skin, have lain hy the highways tnissed in leaves and straw, 
inviting the passengers to a game on the green, at which, having nothing 
else to stake, they put to hazard the glibhs on their foreheads, tlieir nails, 
and even their limbs and members, to be lost or redeemed at the courtesy of 
the winner. — Campion. 

• The ancient practice of crowning the Scottish kings on the black stone 
of Scoone was derived, no doubt, f^om a similar practice. 

i2 
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titudinous funerals of the Irish populace, and their custom of 
assembling in crowds on raths and hills to discuss their public 
grievances, may be distinctly traced. The origin of an evil 
which still severely afiicts the nation may also be attributed 
to those ancient customs; although the causes which serve 
to prolong that evil cannot now be ascribed to the exercise 
of popular rights. Under the feudal system, the landlord was 
induced to cultivate the affection of his vassals, that he might 
himself the more eminently perform his military service. He 
allowed them, in consequence, not only to acquire indepen- 
dent property, but to obtain an interest in the soil. As the 
system fell into decay, the descendants of those vassals who 
had judiciously managed the favours of their chief, gradually 
formed the yeomen — a class of men which, as it exists in 
England, is the most truly respectable of the human race. 
But the tanistry proprietor, having no motive to study the 
predilections of his tenants, sought only to increase his in- 
come; and, .accordingly, even while the feudal system and 
practices were still in some degree of force in the neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, it was considered as a great misfortune to Ire- 
land that the lands were let at rack-rents from year to year, 
and often only during pleasure. 

Among other usages which, in the days of Wolsey, stinted 
the improvement of the Irish, the Brehon law deserves to be 
particularly noticed. By it all crimes seemed to be estimated 
only as injuries done to the individuals who suffered; and, as 
such, were considered as eligible to be compromised at the 
option of the injured. The widow might compound with the 
murderer of her husband; the son with his father's; and, in 
all the varieties of offence, delinquents were not responsible 
to the public, but only to the offended. This singular tradi- 
tionary rule of right, in principle so different from the divine 
and civil laws, is the strongest proof that can be adduced of 
the originality and antiquity of the Irish nation. The pro- 
gress of jurisprudence tends to take criminal prosecutions 
out of the hands of individuals, and to vest them in the hands 
of public ministers: perhaps even in civil actions it has the 
same tendency; at least, the expense of obtaining legal satis- 
faction in England has become so enormous, that many men 
submit to considerable losses, rather than incur the charges 
of the lawyers; and it has been found necessary to authorise 



PSCCTLtAR DTSABVANTAGES OF IRELAND* 117 

the justices of the ^exLoe to decide those small suits of cre- 
ditors which are supposed to aftect the claims and dealings of 
the labouring class. But the progress is slow, and tlie alh:>- 
lition of opinions, which have become liabitual notions, like 
tliose wliich relate to the principles and fonos of judieial pro* 
ceeding, requires long patience and dihgtfiit perseverance. It 
»f^ been the peculiar destiny of IreUind, owin^^ to the exclu- 
sive distinction which En^^laud has always made between the 
*vvo great classes into which she has held the inhabitants, 
oe-ver to have been so steadily treated as to enable her people 
\^ acquire those regular habits whit'h result from a long eon* 
^^'iiaed administration of unilbrui law. Ireland has been as 
^*t:^3n exposed to the hardships of militajy rule as she has 
^'Xjoyedthe benefits of civil discipline. After the invasion 
?i Ueiuy II., and prior to the contest between the families of 
T^^^rk and Lancaster, some progress wa^ made in subjecting 
^^^ subjects within the English pale to the laws of the sove- 
^^^^n* But at the unhappy revolution by which Henry YI, 
^js deposed, many of the nobility, and other inftuential per- 
f^^is of English origin, came over to this country, smd took a 
P^i't in the civil wars: and the w^ild Iriiiii, as the inhabitants 
I ^yond the pale were called, burst in upon the civilized, and 
^^id waste their cultivation; so that when Henry VIIL came 
^^ the throne, scarce a trace of it remained. The popular 
^iids and animosities were exasperated to the utmost. The 
^J-*bject3 of English extraction enjoyed all the public distribu- 
tion of power, while the aboriginal rat:e, by far the most 
^"^umerous, sustained the contumelious treatment of an inferior 
**^ligious order, and were deemed incapable of enjoying the 
*-»i neficence of jurisprudence,* Continual insurrections, mid- 
^ii^'^ht ravages, and frightful assassinations, were the eonse- 
^imnce* The alarm was nightly sounded; and the mischief 
^iri^ing from a divided people was considered as a reason for 
t>erpetuating the distinctions that produced it. 

When Wolsey was appointed prime minister, Gerald Fitz- 
gerald, earl of Kildare, was deputy of Ireland. His father, 
^aid Thomas, for more than thirty years, Imd enjoyed the 
«ame trust, and, in the course of that time, the power of the 

• SirJolin Davies, in tUe year 1012, published a curious trftct on tliU 
fculiject. It b worthy of being reprinied at tbe expense of the Irish nalian* 



family had been much augmented; but h5a contentions mt*^' 
James Butler, earl of Orinond, had proved mischievous V^ 
the prosperity of the country. In the great debate of th^^^ 
York luid Lancaster question, they had talten opposite sides r^ 
and, by that means* spread in Irehind calamities similar to 
those which ravaged England, Kildare emhraced the cause of 
the York family, and Ormond that of the Lancaster. After 
the death of earl Thomas, Gerald was appointed deputy, and 
some steps were taken to improve the condition of the Irish 
people. His administriition conmienced, indeed, favourably 
to the interests of his countr)^, and he reduced the inliabi- 
tants, if not into subjection, at least into awe. In order to 
end the feud between the G-eraldines and the Butlers, he 
matched his sister Mai'garet with Pierce Butler, eari of 
Ossory, whom, at the decease of earl James, the nval of his 
father, he assisted to rescue the earldom of Ormond from the 
usurpation of a bastard. Wliethei", in the mode or means of 
accomplishing this, he had exceeded the limits of his autho- 
rity, and put forth a vigour beyond the law, or was falsely 
accused, is not very clear; but he was called by the cardinal 
to England hi order to answer, before the privy council, to 
charges of raigderaeanour** His succ€Si5or was Surrey, whose 
administration has been already alluded to, and who was 
still more distinguished than Gerald Fitzgerald, by efforts to 
advance the authority of the laws^ and to improve the judi- 
cature* 

One day, as Surrey sat at dinner in the castle of Dub]iD» 
he was informed that the elan of O'more was up in great 
force, and violating the English pale. The troops were im- 
mediately ordered out, and, headed by himself, proceeded to 
attack thetn. An incident which took place in this adair is 
singularly characteristic of the men and of tiie times. The 
mayor of Dublin, John Fitzsimons, raised a party of volun- 
teers, and, next morrdng, joined the lord lieutenant. The 
O'mores, as the king^s forces approached, divided themselves 
into companies; one of which, understanding that the bag- 
gage, dragging behind, was slenderly guarded, passed into 
the rear of the citizens, and attacked the guard, among which 
were some of the lord lieutenant*s men, who instantly fled, 

• 15S1. 
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The baggage, thns deserted, would have been captured, but 
for the bravery of a relation of the mayor, Patrick Fitzsimons, 
a stoat and resolute youth, who manfully compelled the rebels 
to retreat. Having himself killed two, he cut off their heads, 
which he carried with him to the mayor's tent. The soldiers 
who had fled so dastardly, conceiving that the baggage must 
have been lost, told their lord that Patrick Fitzsimons ran 
away, and that the rebels were too numerous for them to re- 
sist. The earl went instantly to the mayor in a passion, and 
told him tbat Patrick was a cowardly traitor in deserting his 
duty. " What am I?" cried the youth, starting out of the 
pavilion in his shirt, with a bloody head dangling in each 
hand; "My lord, I am no coward; I stood true while your 
men gave me the slip; I rescued the baggage, and these 
are tiie tokens of my manhood," throwing down the heads. 
^Sayestthou so, Fitzsimons?" cried Surrey, pleased with his 
spirit, " I cry thee mercy, and, by Saint Greorge, I would to 
God I had been with thee in that skirmish." He then called 
for a bowl of wine, and drinking to the volunteer, rewarded 
his valour. Soon after this insurrection, which was speedily 
qaeiled, war being proclaimed against France and Sa)tland, 
Surrey was recalled home, and appointed to the army on 
the Scottish bordAs.* His valour, integrity, and good 
humour established his reputation as a statesman among the 
Irish, by whom he was long after remembered with sffee- 
donate esteem. 

The earl of Ossory, who had married Margaret Fitzgerald, 
was next appointed deputy. In the meantime, Kildare was 
acquitted in England, and, having married a sister of the 
marquis of Dorset, returned to Ireland. Notwithstanding 
the marriage of Ossory, the Geraldines still hated the Butlers; 
and his administration was, in consequence, so troubled by 
their disputes, that it was deemed necessary to send commis- 
sionerst from England to endeavour, by civil means, to 
restore the public tranquillity. The result of their inquiries 
proving disadvantageous to Ossory, he was deposed, and Kil- 
dare reinstated in the lieutenancy. At their return, they 
brought with them a Fitzgerald, who, during Ossory's admi- 

* 15-23. 
+ Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, one of the justices of the Common Pleas ; 
Balph Egerton ; Dr. Denton, dean of Lichfield. — HoUushed, 883. 
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nistration, had murdered an Irish privy counsellor, for keep- 
ing a record of the excesses of the Gferaldines. While the 
murderer, after his condemnation, was led, with a halter 
round his neck, and a taper in his hand, slowly, through the 
streets of London, towards the place of execution, a pardon 
was obtained for him. The cardinal was vexed by this un- 
expected, and, as he thought, injudicious, interposition of the 
regal mercy; and his chagrin, though occasioned by the love 
of justice, was construed into an opinion that he was hostile 
to the blood of the Geraldines. 

Ossory, mortified by his removal from the government, 
directed his spleen against the means and measures of his sue* 
cessor, who indeed was not scrupulous in his mode of ruling, 
but often furnished matter of just complaint, with respect to 
his treatment of the subjects, and particularly in the non-per- 
formance of his duty towards his cousin the earl of Desmond, 
who had entered into a treasonable correspondence with the 
French king, and afterwards with the emperor. Ossory, in con- 
sequence, lodged information against Kildare, and he was a 
second time summoned to London. The charges, at first, were 
not supposed to be of a very heinous nature, and he was allowed 
to leave his brother deputy during his absence. In the course, 
however, of the investigation, other circ#nstances of a more 
serious kind were discovered, and when he was subsequently 
brought before the privy council, the cardinal assailed him 
with much asperity; but he replied with admirable shrewd- 
ness, and that bold familiar eloquence peculiar to his country- 
men. Wolsey began by saying, " I know well, my lord, that 
I am not the fittest man at this table to accuse you, because 
your adherents assert that I am an enemy to all nobility, and 
particularly to your blood. But the charges against you are 
so strong that we cannot overlook them, and so clear that 
you cannot deny them. I must therefore beg, notwithstand- 
ing the stale slander against me, to be the mouth and orator 
of these honourable gentlemen, and to state the treasons of 
which you stand accused, without respecting how you may 
like it. My lord, you well remember how the earl of Des- 
mond, your kinsman, sent emissaries with letters to Francis, 
the French king, offering the aid of Munster and Connaught 
for the conquest of Ireland; and, receiving but a cold answer, 
applied to Charles, the emperor. How many letters, what 
precepts, what messages, what threats, have been sent to you 
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"^ apprehend him, and it is not yet done. Wliy? Because 
you could not catch bim? naj, my lord, you would not, for- 
sooth! catch bim. If he be justly syspecterl, why are you so 
partial? li' not, why are you so fearSul to have him tried? 
^ut it will be sworn to your face, that to avoid bim you have 
linked wilfully, shunned bis hauntSj altered your course, ad- 
"^is^d his friends, and stopped both ears and eyes io the busi- 
^Gsa; and that, when you did make a show of hunting him 
^ut, he was always beforehand, and gone. Surely, my lord, 
J*^s juggling little became an honest man called to such 
Jiorionr, or a nobleman with so great a trust. Had you lost 
**^t a cow or a carrion of your own, two hundred retainers 
i^Ould have started up at yom* whistle to rescue the prey 
*"Oin the fai*tbest edge of Ulster. All the Irish in Ireland 
?^Vtst have made way for you. But, in perfoi^ming your duty 
^^ this affair, merciful God! how delicate, how dilatory, how 
^ngerous have you been! One time he is from home; an- 
^^lier time he is at home; sometimes fled, and sometimes in 
places where you dare not venture. Wliatl the earl of Kil- 
^^re not venture! Nay, the king of Kildare; for you reign 
^ore than you govern the land. When you are offended, tlie 
^*^west subjects stand as rebels; when you are pleased, rebels 
^t-e very dutiiul subjects. Hearts and hands, lives and lands, 
■*^ast all be at your beck. Wlio tawns not to you, cannot 
live within your scent, and your scent is so keen, that you 
'track them out at pleasure." While the cai'dinal was speak- 
ing, the earl frequently changed colour, and vainly endea- 
voured to master himself. He aftected to smile; but his face 
V?as pale, his lips quivered, and bis eyes lightened with rage. 
** My lord chancellor,'' he exclaimed, fiercely, ** my lord chan- 
cellor, I beseech you, pardon me. I have but a short memory, 
niid you know that I have to tell a long tale. If you proceed 
in this way, I shall forget the half of my defence. I have no 
school tricks, nor art of recollection. Unless you hear me 
"while I remember, your second charge will hammer the first 
out of my head." Several of the counsellors were friends of 
the earl; and, knowing the acrimony of the cardinal^s taunts, 
ijvliich they were themselves often obliged to endure,* inter- 

• SkelioUt who was the Peter Pindai' of lib day, gives tbe following ludi- 
crous description of the cardinal^ iu u aodre for which he pnideiUly took 
rtftige in the stmctuftrr of Weatminster Abbey : — 
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fered, and entreated that the charges might be discossed one 
hy one. Wolsey assenting to this^ Kildnre resumed, ** It is 
with good reason that your grace is the nioutli of thi^ coun- 
cil; but^ mj lord, the mouths that put this tale into yours arc 
very wide, and have gaped long lor my ruin* What my 
cousin Desmond has done I know not; I curse him for hold- 
ing out so long. If Le be taken in the traps that 1 have set 
for him, my adversaries, by this heap of heinous charges, wiU 
only have proved their own malice. But if he be never takeo^ 
what is KUdare to blame more tkan Osmry^ who, notwith- 
atanding his high promises, and having now the king's power, 
you see, takes his own time to bring him in. Cannot the earl 
of Deamond stir, but I must advise? Cannot he be hid, but I 
must wink? li' he is befriended, am I, therefore, a traitor? 
a formidable accusation! My lirst denial con- 
accusera. Who made them so familiar with 



It is truly 
founds my 
my sight? 



When was the carl in my view ? Who stood 



' Our biirons fire so bold, 
Into ft mouse bold the woltl 
Kliu awfty and creep ; 
Like na mjiny of sbeep 
l>jir€ not look out a dnv. 
For drfiftd of tb« mastiff cur i 
For drt^ud of Lhfl bu teller's dog', 
Woiildi worry tliem like a hog. 
For if this eur do grnar, 
Tbey must nil stand tifiir. 
To lioM up tbeir bitud lU the bar. 
For iill tlieir noble Mood 
He [iluekB tbem iby tbe bood 
And shitkes ibem by rbe ear, 
And brings tbem hi sucb fear, 
He bftitetij tbem like a bear, 
I*ike im ox or a. bull. 
Their wita, be saitli, tire dull : 
He sttitb tliey luive no briiiu, 
Their HHtutt? to m run tain; 
^\iid inukes to bow tbe knee 
Before his majesty. 

'* Judge of tlie king's laws. 
He comitfl tbem fools iind daws j 
SergeaniH of the coif eke, 
He BAyeth they ore to seek, 
in pleading of tbeir mme 



At tbe Comnaon Pleas, 

Or Hi the King's Bench ; 

Ht3 wiingeth tliem such a wrea^i 

That ail our learned men, 

Dare not set Ibeir pen 

To plead ii true trial 

Witbin Wescminster-httll, 

In. tbe Cbaneery where be sifts. 

But euch iiH he ndinit«f 

None BO bardy are to sp^^uk. 

^Ile siiitb, *Tbou buddy peak, 
Tby leaniing is too lewd. 
Thy tongue is not well tliew'd 
To seek l^efore your grace, 
And only in this place/ 
He rages and he i-aves* 
And eull.s them eauker'd kimt 
Thus royally be dotb deal, 
Under the king's broad seal- 
And in tbe chequer be tliem checks 
In Star ebainber be nods aud hwki^ 
And Iwneath bim they're so stOQl^ 
Thai no m&ii of tbem diure rout, 
Duke, etui, bavon, nor bird, 
But lo his senteuee must accord | ^ 
Whether be he knigbt or squirei 
All must follow bis desire." 
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^y ^when I let him slip? Bat, say they, I sent him word, 

^^^o was the messenger? Where are tlie letters? Con- 

i^ute my denial. Only see how loosely this idle gear 

^^ tlieirs hangs together! Desmoud i& not taken. Well! 

fVildare is in lault. Why? Because he is. Who proves 

^^f Nobody. But it is thought; it is said. By whom? 

His enemies. Who infonned tliem ? They will swear it. 

^^ili tbey swear it, ray lord? Why, then, tliey must know it. 

Either they have my letters to show, or can produce my mes* 

Rogers, or were present at a conference^ or were eoncerned 

^itii Desmond, or somebody betrayed the secret to them, or 

they were themselves my vicegerents in the business : which 

^ these points will they choose to maintain? I know them too 

^^U, to reckon myself convicted by their assertions, hearsays^ 

^ any oaths which they may swe^ir. My letters could soon 

^ read, were any such things extant. My servants and 

**** ends are ready to be aifted. Of my cousin Desmondj they 

^^y he loudly; for no man here can contradict. As to my- 

-li\ I never saw in them so much sense or integrity, that I 

^<iuld have staked on their silence the life of a good hound, 

^^ less my own* 1 doubt not, if your honours eximiine them 

r^art^ you will find that they are but the tools of others, sub- 

^^tied to say, swear, and state anything hot tnitli; and that 

^w tongues are chaioed, as it were, to some patron's tren- 

-l^'^en I am grieved, my lord cardinal, tliat your grace, whom 

^ take to be passing wise and sharp, and who, of your own 

5*tea5ed ilisposition wishes me so well, should be so far gone 

*\ creditmg these corrupt informexs, that abuse your ignorance 

'"^''--of Ireland. Little know you, my lord, how necessary it is, 

^•ot oidy for the governor, but also for every nobleman, in that 

^^untry, to hamper his uncivil neighbours at discretion. Were 

^^e to wait for processes of law, and had not those heaiiis and 

*Xaiids, of which you speak, we should soon lose both liv es and 

* anils. You hear of our case as in a dream, and feel not the 

^mart of saftering that we endure. In England, there is not 

5^ subject that dare extend his arm to fillip a peer of the realm* 

in Ireland, unless the lord have ability to his power, and 

J.30wer to protect himself, with sufficient authority to take 

ieves and varlets whenever they stir, he will find them 

varm so fast, that it will soon be too late to call for justice, 

" you will have our service to effect, you must not bind uS 
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idwajs to judicial proceedings, such as you are blessed with 
here in England. As to my kingdom, my lord cardinal, I 
know not what you mean. If your grace thinks that a king- 
dom consists in serving Gk)d, in obeying the king, in govern- 
ing the commonwealth with love, in sheltering the subjects, 
in suppressing rebels, in executing justice, and in bridling 
factions, I would gladly be invested with so virtuous and 
joyal a state. But, if you only call me king, because you are 
persuaded that I repine at the government of my sovereign, 
wink at malefactors, and oppress well-doers, I utterly disclaim 
the odious epithet, surprised that your grace should appro- 
priate so sacred a name to conduct so vncked. But however 
this may be, I would you and I, my lord, exchanged kingdoms 
for one month. I would, in that time, undertake to gather 
more crumbs than twice the revenues of my poor earldom. 
Tou are safe and warm, my lord cardinal, and should not 
upbraid me. While you sleep in your bed of down, I lie in 
a hovel; while you are served under a canopy, I serve under 
the cope of heaven; while you drink wine from golden cups, 
I must be content with water from a shell ; my charger 
is trained for the field, your gennet is taught to amble; while 
you are be-lorded and be-graced, and crouched and knelt to, 
I get little reverence, but when I cut the rebels off by the 
knees." This spirited retaliation touched the cardinal's pride 
to the quick ; and it was evident that he restrained his passion 
with the greatest difficulty. The counsellors, gratified in 
seeing him so treated, would have laughed, but they had not 
the courage. As Eildare was neither to be trifled with nor 
brow-beaten, and the evidence was not direct enough to stand 
the test of so shrewd a mind, Wolsey rose from the table, and 
the earl was detained until better proofs could be produced, 
Surrey, who had succeeded to the title of Norfolk by the 
death of his father, became bail for Kildare to the whole 
extent of his estate and life.* The earl, being afterwards 
pardoned, returned home.f During the remainder of the 

♦ 1527. 
f There is a story told of Kildare, but it seems so imperfectly authenti- 
cated that I have omitted it in the text. It is reported that he was found 
^ilty of treason, and, being in the Tower a prisoner, was one evening 
amusing himself at some game of pastime with the lieutenant, when a man- 
date came firom the cardinal for his execution. The earl, suspecting some 
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^^I'dinal's administration, Ossorj continued deputy, having 
^^perseded the brother of Kildare, who had been left in the 
government when that nobleraan was summoned to England. 
*J^ was a man of mean qualilications ; but, by the assistance 
^4 his wife, he ruled with vigour and utility. The countess 
^as a woman of surprising majesty of demeanour; august in 
^^r undejstandini^; possessed of masculine fortitude; and of 
''Wisdom fit lor a sovereign. But the merits and virtues of her 
^luiracter were chilled and overshadowed by the vast pride 
Peculiar to her family. The O'Neals and O'ConnorSj excited 
^y the Fitzgeralds, disturbed the government of her husband; 
^Ut the annals ol" Ireland, during the lieutenancy of Ossory, 
3a well a^ in the transactions already related, afford evidence 
honourable to the administration of Wolsey. 

The Keformation, next to the preachiug of the apostles, 
*% one uf the most important occurrences in the history 
Of human atlairs. Prior to the reign of Henry VIII,, the 
doctrines of the gospel had not veiy obviously affected tlie 
J^ablic tranaaetions of the world. It was only opinions and 
J>rinciples, surreptitiously concealed under tlie Christian name, 
t:liat really guided the policy of ruler?, and the conduct of 
l3aen.* The ritual of the church differed but little from that 

foul piny, persuaded die lientenant, wbo» by rtght of office, bad access to tbe 
liiug at ull times, to go and ascertoiu wbetber his mojesty wiis privy to ibo 
^warrant. The kiufc% wbo lulrrilred tbe cLamcter of Kildnie, is sidd to hctve 
l>eeii greatly ustouisbed at tbe pitJijumption of tbe CBxdinali and to bav« 
forbiLde tbe execution- But tbe story is aliogetber exct^ediiigly conftiHeU, 
and there is mo trace of Kiblare baviiig been at all tried. BiisideSj tbe wiir- 
Timt could not bave been issued without tbe sign ujunciids and tbe cardiitjil 
T*iiS not cbajged in hh iiiipeacbmfiiiL witb ever haviug attempted to eiercise 
all autbority ^o illegal, os to send fortb a waiTant for executioii^ witbout 
liaving" obtained tbe king's consent and Siignature- 

* See MiddletOTi's letter from Horae. Tbere is a curious history con- 
nected mlh ibis celeb ruled perfornjonce. In tbe year 1O07, a book was 
yiinledt in Frencb^ at Lejden, wbicb bmd been traiiblated into Englisb, under 
title of *' The Conformity between Modern and Ancient Ceremonies." 
The translator -iays, tbe original is so *iciirijeT that, tlioug;li conversant iu 
r large welbfnmished libraries, be never met with but two copies ; and he, 
I tliei-efore, conceived. tliKt tbe impression may hare been hoti^bt up by the 
|Jirtmrui prie*itbood ; a mode of li.ssasainatiug' tmth wbicb they often prnc- 
tiijed. However, it would apj]ear, that certainly more iban two copieH did 
exiFit in tbiK country : for tbe motive which led bini to make tbe trarifilation 
•aroee out of tbe great popularity of tbe letter from Kome by Couyera Mid- 
dlclon. That leiuTifd doctor of diviuily, hi bis preface to bis work* sajj 
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of the pantheon; but the distinguishing characteristics of 
saints and demi-gods indicated, that some change had taken 
place in tlie notions of mankiod. Before the promulgation of 
Christianity^ the objects of admiration were militar}-' acbieve- 
ments; and the actions which entitled to posthumous reve- 
rence evinced only supenor talents for spreading desolation 
and crimes. Eut, at the epoch of the Reformation, tlie same 
kind of applause was hestowed on other qualities; and the 
men who manifested in their lives the greatest contempt for 
the pleasures offense, were deemed the mirrors of human 
conduct. The change that had taken place in the sentiments 
of the world, elevated the priest above the soldier. But the 
attributes of the priest were not those of the Christian, and a 
revolution was necessary to display in what the ditference 
consisted. The Reformat ion effected this. The epoch, 
however, has stUl to arrive, when Christianity shall command 

*' Many writers, 1 know, have ti'euted the some fsulyect Ijefrtne me; ifcuw*? nj 
which J have tterer steu , buc tliose I have looked in to^ Liuidle it in a mujin^i 
fio diflerenlly frtiDi what 1 liave pursued, that I oni under no apprebenHioB; 
of being tlionglit a plagiiiry, or to bftTe midertuken a province jilready occu- 
pied." But, upon couiip^u'ing Lua peifonnimce with the trtmslatioa alluded 
to, tliere certiunly never wits u am re cleju- caj&e of plagiariam ; for there ifi 
nothing tit Jill important in the electors letter which is not tiiken fioni tht! 
other hook, dthuugh theie »ue uuiny thin^u in the other book which are not 
in the doctor's letter* He Ims, in fact, heing a port of li ditsgiciLl mmii, eoa- 
Bjsed himself to the pilfering of the quctation^^ and allusions to the clusaics^ 
1 should not have noticed this litenury fTaud^ but for a alunder which, Mid- 
dletoii hiia pitjpagtited againi^t the cardinal. He sayH, in his dedicatioa to 
the binhop of Norwioli, after speaking uf the effcctii whitdi ihe freedom of 
printing" hmi in disaohing ihe infliienee of the papal spells and Hupcrstition, 
** In the very iufaiiey of piinting iiuiongflt us, eaidinid Wolsey foresaw this 
effect of it, and, in a speech to tlie clergy^ publicly forewarned them, that if 
they did ni>l dieiitroy the press, the press would destroy theuju" Now, this 
not only fihnwsri the most complete ignorance of the hi&tor)' of Wolwey, bat 
also of the ori^n of tlie church of England, of wldch the author was A 
member; but ia m false in statement:, as s^oine other pnaa ages from hij»p^» 
Tbe truth in, thai wbtit Middlelon oaeribes to the rnrdiiial, vfn» said by tbfi 
vicsuf of Croydon, in Stirrejp in a fiennon which he preiiched at Puul's Crcms^ 
about the tinit: that the New Te»lafiiient wan translated. '" We mupt," said 
the vicar, *' root out printiijj,^ ar printing will root out ua." See Foz'^s Atis 
and Monument &<, voh i, pa^t; O'JT. See ols-o Lewises History of the Transla- 
Horn of this Eihic, 8vo, edit* page Tl.^It is cunous to trace tbe regular 
descent of Hcandul^ when it is once sanctioned by an authority. I lemenih- 
her, in rendiug ti liook of travelB, (I think Barrow's in China,) meeting 
with n repetition of the aspersion which Middlelou, ia his ignorance, has 
thrown out un Wolsey, 
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Its proper influence; althougli the priest, with respect to the 
Cbriatian, holds now, perhaps, the same relative state that the 
hero did to the saint in the days of cardinal Wolsey. The 
history of the church, from the age of Charlemagne to that of 
Napoleon, — from the full establishment of the papal supre- 
macy to its degradation, — affords a various and impressive 
theme. It demonstrates the insignificancy of military talents 
on the destiny of mankind; and mortifies the pride of states- 
luen, by showing that their intlnence is small and secondary; 
and that they are themselves but the implicit agents of deep 
and general predilections, previously nourished among the 
public. 

After the death of Charlemagne, the kingdom of France feU 
into great disorder. The barons ro^e in continual hostility 
inst one another; and that reprobate barbarity, in which 
vices of ciyilization are joined with the atrocities of the 
age state, menaced the inhabitants. The priesthood 
attempted to restrain this ruinous anarchy, and, by enjoining 
fasts, and threatening excommunications, vainly attempted to 
oppose the indefatigable spii'it of aggression by which it was 
propmgated and maintained. Entreaty and exhortation having 
failed, recourse was had to stratagem. In the year 1041, 
Darand, a carpenter, in the city of Puy in Auvcrgne, had 
rendered himself remaikable, and a tit instrument for the 
purposes of the clergy^ by the warmth of his religions enthu- 
aiasni and the simplicit}^ of his heart* One day, wliHe alone 
in tlie fields, a person, who called himself the Kedcemer, 
delivered to him a letter sealed with a representation of the 
sacred mother seated in a chair, and holding the infant upon 
lier knee; a device not uncommon for the seals of monaste- 
ries. The letter was w ritten from Jesus Christ, and addressed 
to the people, 12 n treating them, for his sake, to suspend their 
warfare. Durand conceived that he had seen a vision, and 
he fancied himself commissioned, by divine authority, to be 
the advocate of peace on earth, and good will to man. The 
iws of the apparition and of the holy letter spread far and 
ide; and the festival of the Ascension being at hand, the 
bishop requested Durand to come on that day and to publish 
his mission in the catliedraK A vast multitude, attracted by 
the circumstances, filled the church. Among the spectators 
were two noblemen of the neighbourhood, between whom a 
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deadly feud had long been cherished, and which had proved 
calamitous to all within the scope of their conflicts. Durand. 
was placed on a high platform in the middle of the congrega- 
tion. Animated by the notion of the sublimity of his trust, 
he delivered his tale and message with such sincere and 
fervent eloquence, that the whole audience presently began 
to weep and sigh, and to praise the love and compassion of 
Jesus. The hostile noblemen, subdued by benevolent sympa- 
thy, embraced each other in token of obedience to the Re- 
deemer's request, and swore on the Evangelists to live in con- 
cord and friendship. The attendants followed the example of 
their masters. All among the crowd, who had been at vari- 
ance with each other, renounced their animosities. Badges 
of tin, impressed with the figures on the sealing of the letter, 
were distributed; and whoever piously assumed them, be- 
came immediatdy converted from malicious propensities, and, 
in the presence of those who had done them the greatest 
wrong, forgot their revenge, and were filled with charity and 
love. The sympathy of this benevolent superstition spread 
rapidly over the whole country; and the effects were so sin- 
gidar, so happy, and apparently so miraculous, that the tran- 
quillity which ensued was called the truce of God.* 

The success which attended this stratagem suggested the 
scheme by which the preaching of Peter the Hermit soon 
after was rendered still more i^uentiaL The hermit in his 
appearance resembled the carpenter. His person was equally 
mean and despicable, and his face and look ordinarily wore 
the soft and sleepy aspect of idiocy; but he possessed a 
glowing mind, an eloquent tongue, and when animated by the 
topics of his subject, his countenance beamed with astonishing 
CJ^crgy* 1^ eyes flashed with the rapture of inspiration, and 
none could withstand his call to arise and rescue the holy 
sepulchre. The consistory, perceiving the enthusiasm which 
his active zeal had kindled throughout Christendom, contrived 
the means of giving it the semblance of miraculous effect. A 
council was summoned to meet at Clermont, where many 
princes and nobles, prepared by art, and influenced by the 
general passion, met the pope, who exhorted them to assume 
the cross, and to exert their powers and faculties for the 

* Favyn's Theatre of Honour. 
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iMirenmce of the Holj Land. The priests, tutored for the 
ioecarioiiy and the seculars, predisposed by the preaching of 
llie hennit, at the conclusion of the pope's oration exclaimed, 
that Qod willed all to undertake the enterprise, and therefore 
they reaoLyed to obey. On the same night their resolution 
was known, it is said, throughout Christendom; a circum- 
stance then believed to have been effected by supernatural 
agency, but easy of explanation, when the regular corres- 
pondence among all the papal officers and the predetermined 
result of the council are considered. 

The holy war lasted nearly two hundred years; in the 
ooiirBe of which a great intercourse arose between the remote 
parts of Christendom and those places which still retained 
reli6s of the grandeur of Bome and the learning of Greece. 
The chiefe and vassals of the west in their march to Pales- 
tine, were surprised by the view of arts and manners of 
which they had never heard. At their return they related 
their adventures and the wonders that they had seen. Know- 
ledge was in consequence disseminated. Sometimes they 
brought with them specimens of the productions of those 
strange and splendid regions, and the exhibitions of rarities 
excited a general desire to possess them. The spirit of com- 
merce was awakened; and the intercourse which had been 
opened by the crusades was, after the war, continued, in 
OTder to gratify the demands of the opulent. The revival of 
literature in Italy sprung from this commerce, and books 
became an important branch of trade. As the documents of 
antiquity were multiplied, the oral traditions of the clergy 
fell in estimation, and a more precise and authentic style of 
leiniing was established. This affected the respect previously 
paid to the assertions of the priests. Many things devoutly 
received on ecclesiastical authority were found very differently 
Stated in the works from which it was alleged that they had 
been derived; and forms and doctrines, considered essential to 
Christianity, were discovered to have been of later growth, the 
corrupt engraftings of ancient error. This moral change was 
quickened to political effects by the pontificates of Alexan- 
der VI., Julius II., and Leo X.; and the progress of the 
Lutheran heresies showed that the foundations of the papal 
structure were, in the days of Wolsey, deeply undermined. 

The church was a government of opinion; and the cardinal 
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saw tliat the clergy would be compelled to resign their influ- 
ence over the affairs of mankind, unless they t!ould recover that 
relative superiority of knowledge by which, in ruder times, 
they had acquired the aseendaucy. What stood, in his mind, as 
the churcli of Christ, ^vas the pre-eminency of the priesthood* 
In the consequcnees of the Lutheran opinions he did not 
affect to value the precepts, but only tlie damage and detri- 
ment which might ensue to the papal power and dignity, 
were the priests to declai*a themselves independent of each 
otlier, and consequently dissolve that nnghty confederacy 
winch had so long ruled and enjoyed the world. His system 
of ecclesiastical reformation isj therefore, less remarkable for 
its effects on the progress of knowledge than on account of its 
objects. The aim of his designs was, to obtain for the priest- 
hood generally the same kind of influence which the in- 
stitutes of Loyola afterwards so wonderfully ministered to 
procure foi' the famous i^ociety of the Jesuits. It w as calcu- 
lated to render them entitled to possess superiority, although 
directed to preserve their exclusive privileges. The tendency 
of human affairs is, perhaps, towards the formation of a 
system, iu which power shall be possessed by right of intel- 
lectual attainment; at least, since the period of the lieforma- 
tion, there seems to have been a gradual converf][ing of the 
elements of such a system. The influence of the literary 
character has been evidently augmented; and the unity of 
sentiment that is publicly propagated by the press, in some 
degree approximates to the effect of the systematic corre- 
spondence of the papal clergy. The first genei'al result of the 
Ileformation was, the transl'er of the political power possessed 
by churchmen into the hereditary class.* The necessary 



• Tlie effect wliicli the pro^-ess of society in lldw couniry has liftd in tlitf 
clioice of mruiste*!^ of stale, wouiil tittoni a citrioiis subject of investigitticMi. 
Jn tlie rude ojid early timeSf when war wjls the bysiness of the people aDd 
the stady of tlie rulers, ibti rajnisters were meu who bad pruned their eapacilj 
in the field of halt le. After the diflerent Mngdouis of the heptarcby vem 
eoiXHoIidiited cnder one crown, and wben the der^' hiul ol>taiii*?d access to 
Uieta€*!rets of men's minds and a Bepaiate eatahlisbment, the ntuiistere wens 
gejieijiily eeekKiai^Uts, On the abrogation of the papjJ aiitlmnrj, the dii- 
bility sncceeded to the power and euiolminent of state aihoinistratioij : but 
they, in Uinj^ «eem also destltied to make way for the lawyers. The mili- 
tary rulers iliscipIiMed the people iijto order and mbordiDaliou ; the clergy 
mluced into a pyeiem (keeping iji view the advancemeut of iheir own cIusb) 
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consequence of this has been, tliat as much of the detail of 
ruling depends upon an accttmte knowledge of law and the 
principles of equity, the heredittiry class should either he 
distinguislied by .superior legal information, or it should 
employ, as agents and ministers^ persons so distingui^slied. 
And accordingly it will not be disputed, that in a!l pro- 
tectant nations the lawyers have superseded the clergy in the 
administnition of police and the rules of life, in which the 
substance of political power really consists. 

Erasmus, with his accustomed sycophancy towards the 
prosperous great, describes the cardinal's table, surrounded 
by the wise and karnetl of the age, as furniished with stari* 
which threw a glorious brightness;* but it docs not appear 
to have been frequented by any person^ — with the exception, 
perhaps, of sir Thomas More, whose works continue to amuse 
posterity. The object of Wolsey was to produce a general 
effect; and the history of his patronage of literature relates, 

tJiost» mtudms sind repilMioas bj which tbe mJlitaJj preserred Bubrni^hlau 
ftod obeiiieDL'ti! ; and iLe uabiljit}^ le$iB uutimrotut tUan the clBrgji aiid ttiore 
interested in tbe conctn ji."* of ihe iieoplf, htiva improved imd extended, tbough 
still wiUi refiervfttloiiH la iheir www advfliiiuge, tli^ laws and Uf^agcs which 
tbeir eccle>i.iastieiil prede^fessors iiilrculinjtid. 

• Sir Thointts More (^vir ii ctuicutured description of thi" cardinal al hit* 
tuble. "* It Ituppeneil one day, tliat he hnd, in a great audience, made an 
oration, wherein he likwd himself ho well^ that at his dinner he ^ai on 
(Jioru» till he iiiitj^ht hear how ihvy ihut sat with him lui^ht commend it. 
And when Le hud sut mrwiiig awhile^ lie^-isiiig, us 1 thought, npou 80m« 
pretty proper wny to bejin, at la^t, for tlie Imck of a li«Ut*r, he brought it 
even bluntly forth, and ni>kcd u^ all how well we lilted the ojatiuii. Bitt 
when the problem wa*t ouce proposed, till it was full answered, ao mtu\^ I 
ween, ate one morsel more; every nura fell into so deep a study for ilie 
finding of some exqnisite praise, lor he thai should have brought out hut 
a vnlg&r and a uommon commendation, would have thought himself shtujied 
for ever. Then said we otir Henleuces by row ivs we sat, from the lowes<t 
tmto the higheat, m good order, as it had been a i^reat matter of the eomnion 
weal ill a right solemn cuuneiL lie that sat highest, and wm to spunk, 
was a great benyflced man, and not a doctor only, hut iiJ so some what; leu nied 
indeed in the Ittws of the church. A wonder it was to see how he marked 
every man's word that apake before bim; and it seemed that every word the 
more proper it was, the worse he liked it^ for the cumberance he bad to 
study out a better to pass it* The miku even sweat with labour, so that he 
was fain in the while to wipe Lis face/' — -Sir Thomas, ulihoogh lie spealift 
f ;! H personage so bepraiaed as a gi'eat nmn of Germany, evidetttly mean I 
' \\ The cftiii^atTire is, however, more diagiaeeful to the gaeats than 
iu tijc patron. 
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in consequence, more to institutione than to men of genius. 
In this respect, as in his pohtical measures, he differs advan- 
tageously from Leo X.; but lie is not so fortunate in bis 
repuLfitiun. His name is not connected with those of poets, 
historians, and artists — hut how many men^ the pride of 
Enghintl, and the ornaments of the species, may trace the 
orifi^in of their best attainments to the institutions and efforts 
of Wolsey? The breadth and solidity of his designs ^nd 
undertakings for promoting knowledge entitle him to be 
placed very high, if not [ire-eaiincnt, among the patrons of 
leai^ning. He was, in the emphatic sense of t]ie term, a 
stiitfcsman, and Ids munificence to literature was not bestowed 
on individuals, but distributed with a general liberality for 
the perpetual benefit of the realm. The mind is disjiosed to 
contemplate this part of his policy with unmingled satisfac- 
tion, and notwithstanding the overwccmng ostentation of hi& 
household and deportment, the aim with w^hich he reformed 
the ltiw6 of the universities, founded colleges, and procured 
eminent professors to alter the stagnant state of learning, 
entitle him to be eonsidered as animated by that noble am- 
bition which has immortality for its motive, the improvement 
of mankind for its means, and the gratitude of posterity for 
its reward* 

The fine arts are the offspring of literature, which, in 
civilized nations, always receives some new tinetijre and 
modification from every general calamity. The interest 
excited by public misfortunes gives rise to the details of his- 
torians, and tlieir narratives furnish incidents and materials 
for the descriptions of the poets, from ^^ horn the imitative 
artists derive their subjects. In the reign of Henry VIII., 
particularly during the administration of Wolsey, scarcely a 
single work of fancy was published; but the chronological 
compilations of that jieriod arc still the great quaiTies of 
English history.* It w^as not before the age of Elizabeth tliat 
tlie records of the civil wars produced their full moral effect; 
and the taste induced by the wonderful poets and authors of 
her time contributed to excite that extraordinary pruriency 
for the arts wluch rendered the early part of the reigo of 
Charles I. so illustrious. The second age of English litera- 
ture followed in a similar manner the agitated period of the 
Uevolution; but the characteristics of the works of geniua 
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produced in the rei^ of queen Anne showed that the public 
mind wa.s imhued by another class of writers than the his- 
torittiis of the country. In the time of Charles IL, iimny 
causes combined to make the nation d&^irous of forgetting the 
transactions of the commonwealtli. The study of tiie classics 
of antiquity had been preferred to that of the hij^toriaiLs of 
the preceding civil war?, and, in consequence, the style and 
sentiments of the Augustan age hecaine imitated in the reign 
of Anne. The necessary effect of this was visible in the arts 
as well as in literature. The intricate and exuheraut archi- 
tecture of the ancient cathedrals, corresponding to the 
capricious and luxuriant effusions of the ahariginal authors, 
WHS superseded by an imitation of the Roman modeH the 
style of which corresponded with the simplicity of the pi*uned 
productions of the press, and a general excess of polish almost 
obliterated originality. 

The proficiency which nations make in the ornamental arts 
is always proportioned to the prosperity of their domestic cir- 
cumstances. Italy, prior to the invasion of Charles VIIL of 
France, enjoyed a long perioil of felicity and reposcj which 
the gravest historians have described with tlie wiirmth of 
poetical cnthusia.*ini. The hills, cultivated to the sunnnits, 
emulatctd the fertility of the valleys. The cities vied with 
antiquity in the elegance of their edifices. The countless 
mmisters of superstitious aovereignty, hearing tribute to 
fiome^ enhanced the flow of general wealth by the generosity 
of their expenditure; and commerce poured her copious horn, 
filled with the riches of all nations, into the lap of Florence, 
of Genoa, and of Yemce, Like the illustrioLis aiTangement 
of ancient Greece before the conquests of Alexander, the 
country was divided into many small states. The division 
exposed the whole to the hazard of subjugation from without, 
but the equihbrium within afforded to each a happy portion 
of domestic security. The inhabitants of all degrees lived in 
comparative fellowship — artists w^ere the companions of 
nobles, for the nobles were merchantSj and fostered the arts 
to increase the profits of trade. The general opulence he- 
stowed the means of granting leisure to the studious to design, 
and to the mechanical to execute, while genius, by the activity 
of competition J was incited to retouch and improve its crea- 
tions. The stato of England at that time was far otherwise.. 



104 



LIFE OP CAEDINAL W0L8BY. 



The civil wars were racing in all their fury. The multi- 
tudes, withdrawn from labour to arms, from producinf^ to 
tkstroyb)!^, iecreaseil tke toil to the remainder, and the public 
wealth was dilapidated by the reciprocal iiavoe of the rival 
families. During the administration of Wolsey, a respectable 
degree of prospeiity was recovered; but the only funds which 
could be allotted to promote knowledge were monopolized by 
the church. All the superfluity of industry, which might 
have procured sustenance for geniua, was appropriated to 
support the indolence of the clergy. It was therefore only 
by diminishing tlie number of the monks, and by inducing 
the other eeelesiaaties to beeoaie active, that the great intel- 
lectual qualities of the Eiiglisli nation could be developed. 
While Leo X. was enjoying the fruits of the autumn of 
Italian genius, Wolsey was labouring where the spring had 
scarcely disclosed a single blossom ; but a rich and various 
harvest has since amply justified the liberality of the prepara- 
tion and his confidence in the soiL 

Wart on, in speaking of the state of poetry in the reign of 
Henry VIII.,* observes^ that the mai'i-iage of a pnncess of 
England with a king of Scotland must have contributed to 
improve the literature and arts of the Scottish nation. But 
the observation is un philosophical, and contrary to historical 
fact. If 'diplomatic correspondence and the occasional visits 
of courtiers have any eliect on the progress of nations, tlie 
English were more likely to have been indebted to the Scots ;f 



♦ " Tlie marnage of a iirintess of England with a king of Suotlaud, from 
Uip uew comiiKmu-aLioii and iTitercoiirse op**i]cd between the two couria HQd 
kiiigdnjDs by such a foiiuexion, mu^t have greatly cojiuilmted to poliah die 
riid^ manutirs, and to iinpro\e tlie language^ Uteratare, and ifts of Scot- 
land/'— //ts/on/ qf Ettgiish Poffri^. 

f In ihe year ir)U>, one of Sir Dtivid Lindsay's comedies wa^ acted at 
the court of Scotland, 1 have not been able to find that, diiring the wliole 
pahlic life of Wolsey any wecular dramas in Englinb were exhihited m 
England. The princess Mary pt^ if canned in a Latin Cfnutdy, ubich was got 
tip at Greenwich, for llie eiitertiuitment of the French ccjn]mis5iiii>nei"s yent 
to ratify the treaty conoltuled by VVolsey for the extrication of the pope* 
Dr. Berkenhout mentions, in the preface to his Biog. Brit., that about the 
year J 110, one Geoftrey, a sclioolmaster in Dnnstabh\ Miole a drama called 
St, Katherine, whicli the doctor, considenng jw a play, says llmt it carrier 
the antheutie history of the English theatru two hundred years higher tban 
that of any other modern nation. But 1 conceive that we ong:ht to reject 
the ecclesiastical jierforniauces from tbe hintory of the stage ; and the titl^ 
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for the court of Edinburgh possessed, at that time, several 
professors of elegant literature that rivalled in taste and pro- 
priety of phraseology even tht; Italian poets while that of 
London was only a dormitory to rumbroiis divines. But the 
literature of nations is rartly improved by t!ie alliaoces of 
princes, and seldom promoted by the nuiniticence of courtiers. 
Which of the great authors of England was iadehted for 
opulence to the patronage of the sovereigns? With the 
esLception of the vain and presumptuous Louii* XIV,, there is 
not an instance on record of a monarch who regarded the 
fostering of knowledge as a part of his regal duty; and for 
many yeai\s a distiBguished literary character at the levees of 
A British king has been almost as rare as the phoenix of the 
its among the birds of Egyj>t; and yet the literature of the 
lion has certainly not declined.* It was the personal pre- 
dilections of James IV. of Scotland which drew around him 

Sc* Kaltieriiie irnpllps ihai it was a moiikii^lL exliibiliou. Id the reign of 
ebartl I., SeaecuH iriLgedieK, mid unruv other Latin lirauiori, weiie translated 
into EngliHli by Henry, a muiik of Hyde Abbey, Lord Beruers, who died 
ill L'iS'^, wxis one of onr earlirsit drfiomtie poeU*. T have uot been able to 
tneut with any of hifl works; and tboso of Lord Morln% wbo was almoat his 
contempuiTiry, are fiaj>poaed to be lost, 

• Uulens tbe kioj^ Mnuielf have an uoatfected predilection for the arts 
and scieiicesT 1J)<^ eonrt in n(»t more favouriibb to lIib improvement of know- 
ledge, than the ^rIliverliilie^ of Oxford nod Cimibnili^e uiidei' their existing 
«on»liUuions, A century }ia-> ehipned sinc<? either of tliese great semiuaritK 
possessed, as a reiiident member, perhaps it may be added prodoeed, 
le man ot iofluejuial genitis ; one who has improi^ed the poblir taate» or 
tended the horiatou of science* In men of learning, and men whose 
%» have been strt-nfi^tbened by The refleciions of otlitTs, undoubtedly tlie 
'versities of England have not been Igss proliiie, even in proportion to the 
"toperior opnlence of their einlowmenls, llnin IhoMe of any oUier country ; 
but persons verned only in books are not entitled to be classed with 
tliose men who, by the activity of their geniui*, and the novelty of their 
notions, aiFect the mass uf the public mind, and change its him ijjjd motion. 
It can never, indeed, be admitted, that the granting of emolument to the 
lirofesflors of dejinite and enneted opinions will promotci the esfeiential in- 
terests of reason and literature. 

There is a list of the moat remarkable of the recent offspring of Oxford 

and Cambridge, amon^^ the notes of Dr. l^arr's [celebrated Bpilnl sermon. It 

undoubtedly a splendid lint of able charaotera ; but which one of them all 

entitled to the epiihel of a mtm of geniii**, in the proper meaning of thftl 

? whiuh of them con be conuidcred eitbi^r an the heud of his class, or 

the founder of a school ? — -a. Sir Isaac Kewtoa, a Milton, a Dryden, an 

AddlsoD, an Adam Smith, or a Franklin ? 
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the poets of his coimtry ; and tlic ecclesiastical bent of 
Heniy VIIL operated in a similar manner to fill the court of 
England with theologians. Hence the origija of the peculiari- 
ties of Eiigliish and Scottisli literature in the time of cardinal 
Wolsej. 

The College of Physiciansj which was founded in the year 
1518, was tlie first national institution which the cardinal 
patronized for the improvement of knowledge. Prior to that 
event the state of the medieal science was very low in 
England. It was only remarkahle for ingenious hypotheses, 
unsupported hy the evidence of factSj and for a credulous 
faith on astrological influence''^ equally visionary. The king- 
dom, particularly London, had been often visited by a most 
destructive pestilence, the sweating sickness: a disease which 
was deemed peculiar to the English climatCj hut which has 
since been happily eradicated. The infected died within 
three hours after the first symptoms, and no cure could bo 
found. The administration of justice was suspended during 
its continuance, and the court removed from place to place 
with precipitation and fear. Ilalf the people in some parts 
of the country were swept away, and the principal trade 
practised was in coffins and shrouds; but even that, in the 
progress of the plague, was generally abandoned. At London, 
THfit sepulchral pits were prepared every morning, into which 
the victims were thrown promiscuously. The only sounds in 
the city during the day were the doleful monotony of un- 
ceasing knells, and the lamentations of the tainted, deserted 
by their friendsj crying from the windows to passengers to 
pray for them. The door of almost every house was marked 
with a red cross, the sign that the destroying angel had been 
there; and all night, as the loaded wheels of the death-wagons 
rolled heavily along, a continual cry was heard of *^ Bring out 
your dead," To discover a remedy, or some mode of avert- 
ing the recurrence of this terrible calamity, the king, at the 
suggestion of Dr. Linacre, was induced to establish the 
College of Physicians: among othei^s mentioned in the charter 
as the advisers of this beneficial institution, Wolsey is parti- 
cularly mentioned. 

The cardinal was several years minister before he came 
forward conspicuously as the patron of national instruction. 
He had been previously the Mecasnas of individuals; but the 
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hiatory of his munificence to literature relates chiefly to puhlic 
institutions. The character of his mind fitted him to act 
happily only with wide and prospective considerations. The 
warmth of his temper, and the pride of conscious greatness, 
however high his aims, and noble his motives, rendered him 
harsh in familiar intercourse, and unqualified to acquire the 
affection of those men of endowment and knowledge whom 
ostentation invited to his house, and affluence entertained. 
The court happened to be at Abington in the year 1523, and 
a deputation of the heads of the colleges being sent from 
Oxford to pay the compliments of the university, the queen 
was afterwards induced to visit that city, accompanied by 
Wolsey* They were received with the customary ceremonies; 
and the cardinal, in reply to the oration which was addressed 
to him, declaimed, that he had the interests of his parental 
university much at heart, and that he was desirous of sub- 
stantially evincing his filial attachment. He accordingly 
proposed to found certain public lectures, and offered to under* 
take the revisal of the statutes, which were at variance in 
tenour with one another, and adverse in spirit to the prospe- 
rity of learning. These proposals were gladly received^ 
and letters on the subject were without delay sent to the 
chancellor, archbishop Warham. This jealous and captious 
old man was sensibly affected by everything that tended to 
the aggrandisement of Wolseyi and therefore^ although he 
could not possibly object to the instituting of the lectures, 
he strenuously opposed the plan of committing to him the 
revision of the statutes. In the end, however, he was con- 
strained to yield his persontd antipathy for the public advan- 
tage; and the senate in full convocation decreed, that the 
laws should be placed in the cardinaVs hands to be corrected, 
reformed, changed, or expunged, as he in his discretion should 
think fit.* Cambridge soon after adopted the same measure, 
and even exceeded Oxford in adulation. The address voted 
on the occasion declared, that the statutes were submitted to 
be modelled according to his judgment, as by a true and 
settled standard; for he was considered as a man sent by a 
special order of divine providence for the benefit of mankind. 
, In order to evince still more the unlimited extent of this con- 
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fidenoe, the senate conterred on liim t!ie power far life of 
legislating for tlie university; and proposed to honour his 
memory witli perpetual yearly commemorations.* These acts 
of homage, in themselves remarkable proofs of the ready sub- 
serviency of public bodies to the existing powers, are worthy 
of observation, as they form an important era in the history 
of English Mterature, From tke date of the revisal of the 
statutes by cardinal Wolsey, the progress of popular learning 
and the improvement of the language were rapid and extra- 
ordinary in the universities; in w^hicli, prior to that epoch, 
there was scarcely a member distingtiished hj any proliciency 
in practical knowdedge. They were inhabited only by naen 
who liad dozed into corpulency over the ponderous folios of 
scholastic divinity; and it was probably less on account of 
any advantage that was expected to arise to the pubUc from 
improving her statutes that Cambridge addressed the cardinal 
with such idolatrous adulation, and invested him ivith such 
supreme powder, than the hope of inducing him to prefer her 
for the seat of a college, which it -was then rumoured he in- 
tended to build on a plan of the greatest magmlieence. It is, 
however, but justice to add, that Cambridge very early 
became a candidate for his patronage; for when he was only 
bishop of Lincoln she offered him her chanceUorsMp, which 
he declined. 

When he had instituted at Ojdbrd the lectures of which he 
had given notice during his visit with the queen, he pro- 
ceeded with the design of Christ Church college- The foyn- 
dations were laidt sotm after the news arrived in London of 
the battle of Pavia. This noble edifice stands on the site of 
a priory, the brotherhood of which had for a long time given 
such scandal by their profligacy, that the design of dispersing 
them, and of converting their revenues and buildings to the 
uses of learning, had been entertained several years before. 
The preamble of the patent-, by which the king assigned to 
the cardinal the property of the monasteries dissolved by 
virtue of Ids legatine commission, and destined for the sup* 
port of his lectures and college, highly commends his adminis- 
tration of the national affairs; and declares that, in considera- 
tion of his having so ably sustained the weight of the govern- 
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ment for levend years, the ^rant was made as a testimony to 

posterity of the sense entertained of his services. By a draft 
of the statutes written by Wobey himi^pii* it appears, that the 
permanent members of the college * were intended to consist 
of a dean, a siibdean, sixty canons of the iirat rank* and Ibrty 
of the second, thirteen chaplains, twelve clerks, atid i^ixteen 
choristers, with professors of rhetoric, medicine^ philosophy, 
mathematics, Greek,f theology, and la%v, besides fbnr censors 
of manners and examiners of the pruiiciency of the students, 
treasurers, four stewards, and twenty inferior servants. 
'A revenue was set apart for the entertainment of strangers, 
the relief of the poor, and the maintenance of hordes for 
college business. The architectural desijom of the building 
was of corresponding magnitude; and had it been completed 
according to the plan of the founder, few royal palaces would 
have surpassed it in splendour and extent. The project by 
wiiich he proposed to furnij^li ike library was worthy of the 
general design. He took measures to obiaiu copies of all the 
manuscripts in the Vtitican,^: in addition to the ordinary 
means of procuring books.** 

Soon after liis return from the great embassy to France, 
lie laid the foundations of a public school at Ipswich, his 
,ve town. It was intended to be a prepai^atory seminaiy 
the coUege, similar to the school at Winchester foundeii 
William of Wickham, and to that at Eton by Henry YI.; 
ith of which were instituted vvith the same relative view to 
leir respective colleges in Oxford and Cambridge* The 
'Uiids appropriated for the support of this institution were 

' Tlie civrdlnars eoUege was one of tbt3 first Bciuitiiiries of afl EiigUak 
dversity tliiu prufeRsed to explode ihe ppdutiitries of tLe old biu-barous phi- 
EBophv, and to eiillivate ihe graces of polite literature." — Wharton^ Ilht. 
^' £t^*tiisf^ Poctrif, Tol. iii. p. )1. 

t At tbis period a great c out est arose in the university of Oxford, re- 
specting tbe moiiierii prouunciation of ilie Greek language. Tlie oppouent« 
of the new style culled tliemsclves Trojans; they Lad a Priam, a Ilectort a 
|JHaris, &;c. But what vfus at firat merely jocular, lie came tbe cunse of Reriona 
arreL The students felt the rivalry of the ancienta, whose namt'« Uaey 
lissniued, sud the Isis wiis diamrbed uitli tanuts that might have 
figlitened the Scamaiider. The pul[ut heciitne, as it \vere» a tower of llinm ; 
_ tor a piotis priest took an opportunity of declaiming, with the rapture of 
"Cttaaanilrn, against oil Greek and Lntin literature^ At length the caniiiial^ 
like Jupiter, inlerposed» ikud the Greeks, ns of old, were viclorions. 
{ Fid ties, aOO. 
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chiefly drawn from the revenues of dissolved monasteries. 
The town had, before that time, a free grammar Eciiool 
endowed willi eertain property vet^ted in the hands of the 
magistrafcesj who at the cardinsd's request judiciously assigned 
it to tlie new school, the more extensive purposes of which 
superseded the utility of continuing the other* He ordered a 
grammar to he prepared for tlie use of the students, wrote a 
prefatory adibess, in which he speaks of the institution as 
designed to promote the education of Eriiish yonth,^an ex- 
pression that seems to indicate something like an expectation 
of an ultimate union of the crowns of the island. This is, 
perhaps, the only literary production of Wolsey entitled to be 
considered as a publication* His acquirements as a scholar 
were, indeed, rather proofs of the generahty and vigour of 
his talents, than evidence of the exteal of his intellectual 
powers compared with those of others. The length and ful* 
ness of his public dispatches, and the variety of circumstances 
which he comprehends within the scope of his topics^ entitle 
them to be regarded, in many instances, as dissertations on 
the events and proceedings of the time* His style, at once 
powerful, circumstantial, and diffuse, conveys so ample an 
exposition of his meaning, that he never fails to fill the mind 
of the reader with a complete conception of what he aims to 
produce* His sentences are sometimes involvedj and often 
indeiinite; but he pours forth such an amazing breadth of 
explanation, that the general effect is irresistible* In this 
respect the character of his eloquence may be compared to a 
large stream flowing through a marshy country: though the 
main current be clear, impetuous, and strong, the hounds 
and banks are slioidy, sedgy, unequal, iin-egulax', and unde- 
fined* 

Wolsey, as lord chancellor, had often as much occasion to 
observe the ignorance of the lawyers, as in his episcopal capa- 
city that of the clergy; and he has been described as often 
interrupting the pleadings of the barristers, and bitterly anim- 
adverting on their want of knowledge. To remedy an evil 
which troubled the public jurisprudence at the fountain-head, 
and made its necessary ramifications only so many distri- 
butors of disorder and vexation, he projected an institution, 
to be founded in London, in which the study of law should 
be efficiently cultivated* The scheme was consonant to the 
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general liberality of his view, and perhaps is still requisite. 
The architectyriil model for the building was considered a 
masterpiece, and remuined, lon^^ after his death, as a curiosity, 
in the palace at Greenmch. 

In the prosecution of these munificent purposes, the car- 
dinal was obliged to contend with the opposition, and to 
endure the obloquy of every nink and class of the natioo. 
The courtiers, whom his lordline:?s mortified into enemies, 
4ost no opportunity of repeating to the king eveiy omission, 
fwever trivial, in the multitude of the affairs which he 
ndertook to direct; and insinuated, that he excelled the 
other ministers only in the boldiiess of his pretensions. But 
on such occasions Henry always vindicated the sincerity of 
his own charucterj and repressed with hecoming manliness 
the intrusions of envy. Tlie censorial court which Wolsey 
had instituted by virtue of his commission as legate, was an 
intolerable and continual oticnce to the priesthood, Allen,* 
his ctiaplain, whom he liad appointed the judge, and who was 
afterwards bishop of Uublin, exercised his functions with 
harshness, and sometimes with partiality. His conduct gave 
warranty to discontents which had originated in the jurisdic- 
tions of the office; and old Warlmrn, who vv^as greedy of 
accusations against the cardinal, avaihng himself of some 
particular instance of impropriety on the part of Allen, com- 
plained to the king of the iegatine court, Henry observed to 
him, that *' No man is so blind as in his own house; but for 
you, father, I should not have heard of this matter; I pray 
you, therefore, t^ro to WoLsey, and tell him, if there he any 
thing amiss in these proceedings, to amend it." The mali* 
cious love of justice which dictated this complaint, was pro- 
bably, for that time, frustrated; but an occasion soon after 
occurred of making a special charge against the conduct of 
the cardinal hi ra self. He advanced a lady who had sullied 
her youth by carnal indiscretion, to be abbess of the nunnery 

• John Allen, lie was appoiiitpd (o tlie bisliopric of I^uljJiii in 1528, 
" Tbe fivB pfi-soiis eaiployeci by tbe caidmiil to take meostirea for tlifidemo- 
lition of the TnoHJisierieH^ qimrrelled among tbemaelvea. One killed BDDtbcr, 
and was b tinged for it ; the liiird drowned Iiiinself In a well ; tbe foiirtb wns 
reduced to beggnry ; and Allen^ afterwai-ds n bisbop^ was cruelly maimed ia 
Ireland."— Stow. 
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of Win ton. Henry was speedily informed of the appoint- 
ment, and immediately expustnlated with Wolsey, mention- 
ing, at the same time, that the ^its which were bestowed by 
the monasteries to promote the building of Ms colleges, were 
suspected of being corruptly given > in order to save them- 
selves from the viisits of the legatine officers; reraarkingj that 
this was the more probably true, as lliey had never shown 
any such generosity to the necessities of then* sovereign; and, 
with the frank eai-nestness of friendships he entreated him to 
rectify such abuses. Fortunately for the cardinal, the ap- 
pointment of the prioress was subject to tbe approbation of 
the king; and lie submitted liimself so humbly, in conse- 
quence of the severity of the rebuke^ that Henry immediately 
ami kindly reassured him of his entire confidence; at the 
same time, he still seemed to doubt the propriety of appro- 
priating tiie funds of the monasteries to the purposes of learn* 
ing; and he informed him, that it ^vas generally murmured 
tlu'oiighout tiie nation, that the colleges but furnished a cloak 
to cover the misdemeanours of avarice. The conduct of 
Ileary on this occasion merits applause, both m a man and 
as a monarch. He showed himself jealous of his own honour 
and the rights of public property, but be had confidence in 
the integrity aad high view^s of his minister. While he 
therefore informed Wolsey of the complaints against him, he 
trusted that his discretion would obviate ihem for the fature- 
The event was of importance to the cardinal. It opened his 
eyes to the depth and extent of his danger, and showed him 
that he had no other dependence than the precarious favour 
of a prince. He saw that the envy of his greatness which 
had been fomented into mahce by the success of his mea- 
sures, was deadly, and he endeavoured to lessen its viruleuce 
by reducing the ostentation that served to augment it. He 
resigned to the king the palace of Hampton; and in his in- 
tercourse with the other members of the council, lowered the 
superiority with which lie had so long dictated the measures 
of the government. But this alteration was calculated ratlier 
to encourage the hopes of his enemies than to lessen the 
avidity with which they desired his destruction. The king, 
it is true, after the affair of the prioress of Winton, continued 
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to eyince the same unlimited friendship as formerly, but the 
irritation of that occasion unconsciously predisposed liim for 
similar impressions.* 

* Stoier, from whose beautiful and very scarce poem I have already made 
several extracts, gives the following picturesque description of the cardinal 
wm a patron of literature :— 

" Look how the God of Wisdom marbled stands, 
Bestowing laurel wreaths of dignity 
In Delphos isle, at whose impartial hands 
Hang antique scrolls of gentle heraldry, 
And at his feet ensigns and trophies lie : 
Such was my state, whom every man did foUow, 
A living image of the great Apollo." 
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BOOK VI. 



Ei^tcnt of Wolapy's power — His influence with tbe kingbegios to decjJine — 
Afikir of the trial of qutcji KatlLOidiie — -DiilcuUies attendrng WolH«y'» 
situation iu tlie pro'^'^ress of tbe divorce — EtiJrly life of Anne Boleyii- — 
Piissioii of llie king for her — Origin of her eumitj- to Wolscy — Message 
to Konie on the subject of the marriage^ — ^Wolsej'** representations — 
Opening of the trial — Address of queen Kathfirine U> the king, and her 
ileparture from the court — Henry's nddrciss to the court — Conference of 
the two legates with the queen — Trial completed, as fotr as respected 
the eKaiaination of evidence— Ciimpeggio delaya the sentence mid ad- 
journs the court — WoLsey's reply to ini insin tuition of Suifolk on this 
proceeding — ^Message from the king to Wolsey reqtiiring him to deliTer 
up tlie great seal^ and retire to Ashur — KfTeet of his disgrace— I ngruti- 
tude of Ids ofBcinl dependents. 



The graodeur of Wolsej continued to increase until he be- 
came possessed of greater power than, perhaps, any subject 
before his time bad ever enjoyed, lie was virtually the head 
of the church in England; prime political minister; the chief 
judge of law and equity; legislator of the two universities; 
arbiter of disputes between the king and foreign princes: and 
liis income was supposed to be equal to the amount of the 
royal revenues^ But the full and perfect round of reflected 
splendour was destined to wane, and to suffer at last a total 
extinction. In all the vicissitudes of his master's humours, 
he had still preserved the first phice in his esteem. The 
clamours of the clergy failed to disturb this unlimited confi- 
dence. The impartial Justice of Lis conduct as a judge, 
though ofiTensive to the pretensions of the nobility, ailbrded 
no plausible ground upon which his integrity could be im- 
peached. Hia views of foreign policy, reaching beyond the 
age in which he lived, and comprehending the interests of 
posterity^ were never popular; far less the financial measures 
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which they led him to adopt; but the success of his plans for 
advancing the political importance of the nation, gratilicd the 
ambition of Henry; and in those days public opinion was a 
trifle in comparison with royal favour. At leng^tb, howeverj 
the same lofty arrogance of principle which sbowed iti*elf so 
proud and stubboro to the clergy, the nobility, and the people^ 
was to be found at variance with the wishes of the sovereign 
himself; and it was Wolsey*s fate to furnish one of the most 
striking in^tanccs of the insstability of fortune, and the ingra- 
titude of despotic power, which the whole compass of history 
affords. 

Katharine, Henry's queen, liad been previously iiiarried to 
his brother Artbnr, the prince of Wales. Arthur was then 
only in his sixteenth yeai% but he was a vigorous and health- 
ful youth, and he and Katharine lived more than four months 
together as maa and wife. Their bed on the weddin^g- night, 
according to a custom of that age, was solemnly blest; a eere* 
mony which certainly implied eonfidenco in the maturity of 
the parties. A statement of presumptive evidence in favour 
of the consummation of the maiTiage was transmitted by the 
Spanish ambajssador to his sovereign; and hiats to the same 
etiect had been given by the prince himself on the oiorning 
after the imptials. In consequence of this, when Arthur 
died, Henry was not created prince of Wales, until it was 
ascertain etl, by time, that the princess ivas not with child. 

The political motives which led to the union of Arthur and 
Katharine did not terminate with the life of the prince ; but 
although they had ceased to be of primary influence, still the 
lai'ge dowry of the princess^ which Heury VII. might have 
been obliged to refund, was of itself suflicient to induce that 
avaricious tyrant to devise the plan of marrying her to her 
husband*s brother, then in his boyhood. Against this in- 
cestuous expedient archbishop Warham strongly remon- 
strated; but a bull was, notwithstanding, obtained from 
Julius 11. to authorize and sanctify its accomplishment.* In 
this bull it \va^ plainly stated that the princess iiad been law^- 
fuUy married to prince Arthur^ and the marriage probably 
consummated; but that the prince having died without issue, 
therefore, in order to preserve amity between the crowns of 
Spain and England, and peace tunoag catholic kings, the pope 

• <JLb Beccmberj 1303* Burncfs Col. Book II. No I. 
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dispensed with Ihe impetJiments of affinity between Henry 
and his brot Iter's widow, and gave them leave to marry, or 
even, if already united, confirmed their naarriage. Many of 
the cardinals disiipprovtd of this extraordinary concession; 
but us it was thought to promote the interests of the papacy, 
their opposition was low, iaeffectual, and soon hushed. It 
was imagined that the future kings of England, descendants 
of this marriage, w^ould be induced to maintain that aathority 
from which their right to the crown was derived. But the 
design, in the sequel, proved fatal to the fraudulent system 
which it Wiis expected so essentially to support. 

Soon after the union of Henry and Katharine, the old king 
began to doubt the rectitude of what he had done, and his 
conscience grew so irksome and tmquii^t, that when the prince 
attained the age of lourteen, at Tvhich pexiod the law allows 
the heirs of the English throne to exercise the rights of judg- 
ment, he commanded him to jirotest that, being under age, 
he had been married to the princess Katharine, but now he 
did not confirm, that marnage: on the contrary, that he 
intended to make it void. This protestation was made in 
presence of many ol' the nobility and clergy. Not satisfied 
with merely obtaining the avowal of an intention, the king, 
as he lay on his death-bed, earnestly exhorted the prince to 
break off the incefltmms connexion. An exhortation in itself 
so solemn and penitential, though it might be neglected in the 
thoughtless nes:5 of youth, was calculated to return upon the 
imagination with increased effcctj when recalled by occur- 
rences that might be construed into manifestations of the 
Divine displeasure. 

One of the first questions which, after the death of Henry 
YIJ., came before the trounril, was, w^hether the marnage 
should be annulWd or consummated. The arguments for the 
consummation prevailed; and moral delicacy was sacriticed 
to political expediency. The king was again married to his 
brother's widow, and their public coronation followed.* From 
that time the legality of the connexion remiiined undisputed, 
and several children, of whom the princess Mary alone sur- 
vived, were the issue. 

Katharine having fallen into ill heallb^ Henry had for 
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eereral years deserted her bed. Seeing no likelihood of her 
giving a male heir to the crown, he bccaTne restless in mind, 
and imagined thnt the curse pronounced in Seriptiire against 
the man who takes Ida brother's wife had come upon tiicm, 
and that he was fated to die childless. The marriage having 
been hitherto undii^puted, he was not led to think of dissolving 
it till tlic year 151^7, when, in the progress of the treaty of 
affinity negotiated with Francis, the French minister objected 
to the legitimacy of the princess, on the grouml that the 
marriage of which she w^i*s the fruit had been contracted in 
violation of a divine precept, wdiich no humnn authority 
could impair.* Some time hefore, the council of Sptiin had 
made similar obBervations, and, on the doubtfulness of the 
matter, endeavoured to justify the dissolution of the contract 
of Charles and Mary. 

From all these circumstances, it is evident that Henry's 
scruples arose from events which happened before Wolsey's 
introduction at court, and w^ere strengthened by occurrences 
over w^hicb be had no control. The king first disclosed 
them to his confessor, and prohably Foon after to the cardinal; 
but there is no evidence to ascrihe their origin to tlie art of 
the one, or the machinations of the other. Nor with greater 
justice can it be alleged that the scruples were forged to 
disguise a criminal (jassion for Anne Boleyn, although it will 
appejir, in the course of the subsequent transactions, that the 
influence of her charms in no small degree added to their 
weight. The controversies relative to the royal marriage 
histed several years; and many circumstances in Henry's 
conduct during that time served to show that he was affected 
by other motives as well as by his partiality for that lady. 
In the early stages of tlie business he seems to have been 
actuated by a re-al anxiety for his religious welfare. Before 
bringing it into public discussion, he had satisfied his owiit 
mind that the marriage was contrary to the Levitical laws* 
The next question which presented itself was, wliether the 
pope possessed the power of dispensing with a precept of 
Divine institution? and it might readily occur to him^ that the 
observance of any law can only be set aside by an authority 
equal to that by which it was at first enacted. The prero- 
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gative of the sovereign pontiff to alter the laws of tlie churcli 
was admitted; hut the Levitical laws, heing promiilgated im- 
mediately from Heaverij eould not be set jiside or suspended 
hy nny human decision. 

Henry, in this stage of his reflections, corainunicated to 
Wolsey his determination to try the question publicly, and 
requested to know what he thought of it? The cardinal waa 
«tTiick with alarm; and instantly foreboding the dangerous 
consequences of such a resolution, fell on his kneej*, and 
intieated the king to abandon a design so hostile to the faith 
of which he was the declared champion and defender; espe- 
cially wliile the whole structure of the church was rent with 
schisms, and shaken from roof to foundation hy the tempest 
of the Lutheran contTOversies* Nor could he omit to point 
out the political evils of incurring the enmity of the queen's 
relations, and the certainty that her nephew the enqieror 
would violently endeavour to revenge the insult which the 
proceeding would be to hiH family. But Henry was not to 
be persuaded from his resolution: he insisted upon knowing 
Wolsey's opinion of the abstract question. The cardinal, in 
order to gain time, and poaaibly with a hope that some 
accident might occur to alter the king's mind, begged that, 
in a matter of such importance, he might be allowed to 
confer previously with persons better versed in the divine and 
civil laws. A request so reasonable was readily gi-anted; 
and, accordingly, hy virtue of his legatine commissioo, he 
summoned the bishopSj and the learned of the universities 
and C4itheclrals, to meet him for that purpose at Westminster. 

If the cardinal was of opinion at first that the validity of 
the. marriage onght not to he called in question, the case was 
materially altered when the king's doubts had become publicly 
known, and were communicated to his subjects. It then be- 
came his duty to bring the matter to a speedy issue, and to 
hasten proceedings which involved the legitimacy of the loyal 
off^piing, and which, in the event of the king's premature 
deatli, might again entail on the nation the miseries of a dis- 
puted succession. As a prince of the church he was bound 
to maintain the papal authority, by an undeviating adherence 
to every canon and formality in the course of a process of 
such importance. He is therefore^ in the progress of the 
divorce, to be regarded as acting in a double capacity, as the 
minister of the king and of the pope. To both he was bound 
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to act witli fidelity. The service of the one was contrarj to 
the interests of the other* His situation was extraordinarj, 
and his ditficulties without a pre€edeat. He was placed in a 
eituation where his honesty had the efifect of making him 
equally offensive to botli parties; and integrity, almost neces- 
sarily, exposed him to the suspicion of pjirtiality and equivo* 
cation. Neither ought the private peculiarities of his eondi- 
tion at this time to be forgotten. He had reached the most 
enviable place of dimity, where he had not one real friend 
eonneeted witli his iate. His unmitigated perseverance in 
the reformation of the clerical abuses had filled the great 
body of the priesthood with implacable resentment; his steady 
maintenance of the papal pretensions exposed him to the 
hatred of the Lutheran reformers; his severe admini.stration 
of justice exasperated the pride of the nobility; his expensive 
foreign policy made him no less obnoxious to the people; and 
hh successful career provoked that antipathy which contem- 
poraries ever feel against the suecessfulj especially when suc- 
cess is obtruded by ostentation. The queen had long been 
aware of his great influence over her husband; and, as he 
appeared active and anxious in the investigation of the validity 
of the marriage, it wm not surprising that she should ascribe 
the origin of the question in a great measure to him. Even 
Anne Boleyn, of whom Henry had in the meantime become 
enamoured, was secretly his enemy, and longed for an oppor- 
tunity of gratifying her spite. 

When the king's sister w^as married to Lewis XII., Anne 
Boleyn, then only seven years old, went in her train to Paris; 
and after the death of Lewis, when her mistress returned to 
England, she remained behind as one of the attendants at the 
French court; where her beauty and sprightliness had made 
her a general favourite. After the death of Claude,* the queen 

• Hall gives a dark mid mj^tcrious liint about tbe deutli of lljis ludy. lu 
the yew* ITj^'i^ tbe earl of Angus came from France to Englaud ; imd^buijug 
l^iit Windsor, lie declared, tbut iii tbe Ckjuiicil of France, Avliile lie was tLere* 
hey Imppcned to lalk of the wars then raging betwf:en OJiarlea and Francis ; 
Upon wbick ooe lonl stood up and said it were better that one person suf- 
lered, ruther than all the realm Bliould be daily in this niificliieL Ji \%ixs 
ed, what he meant. He anHwered, that if the queen, who won hime and 
gly, were dead, ways might be found for tlie king lo marry the emperor's 
liBter, and to have with iier the ducby of Milan ; and tbtiu with her money 
he king of England could be paid. But whether this was true or fdse, 
L it is that the French queen died Tery aoou after. 
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of Francis, she was attached to the household of Ms ^ter» 
the duchess of Alencon, with whom she remained until about 
the period when the scruples of Henry became publicly 
known, at whicli time she came back to England; and was, 
soon after her arrival, appointed one of the maids of honour 
to the qtieen. Among the young noblemen then retained by 
the cardinal J was lord Percy, eldest son of the earl of North- 
umberland, between whom and Anne Boleyn an attachment 
arose, and it became known that they %vere actually betrothed.* 
Henry having begun to entertain a passion for the hidj^ 
requested WoJseyj when informed of the circumatance, to 
remonstrate with the young lord on the impropriety of the 
connexion. The cardinal accordingly severely repraved Percy 
for matching himself with one so far below his condition- 
But the lover defended his choice, maintaining, that in point 
of lineage and relationship she was not his inferior. Her mother 
was a daughter of the duke of Norfolk; her paternal grand- 
mother wati scarcely less eminent, being one of the daughters 
of the earl of Wiltshire and Ormoud; and her grandfather, 
though himself only a lord mayor of London, had married a 
daughter of lord Hastings, The cardinal, seeing Percy so 
fixed in his attachment, sent for the earl of Northumberland, 
by whose decisive interference the alliance was dissolved. 
Percy was enjoined to avoid the lady's companyj and she was 
discliarged from court. Nor was she recalled until after his 
marriage witli a daughter of the earl of Shrewsbury; She 
was then noL long in discovering that the king viewed her 
with eyes of admiration; but she never forgave the cardinal 
for depriving her of Percy.f She considered the banquets 
of which she partook with the court at liis palace only as 
oilenngs to propitiate her rising influence, and the idea 
increased her resentment- But it was still necessary that she 
should dissemble; and, to ingratiate herself the more with the 



• " Lorti Ilprbert, in Lis Life of Heur)' VIII,, bos iniMished an original 
letter from lord Percy, witteii in 15-10, a short lime before queen Anne's 
tixecmlioiiii iti which he denies any such conUnct in the moat solemn 
terms." — Wordstrorth. 

+ " Yet ncthiiig can he stronger tlian her expressions of g^ratitnde and 
ntTection to die cajtliiittl at tliis period^ in letters published by Bwmet, (See 
Appendix.) It should aeem* nnlcss we suppose her to have been allo^cther 
insincere t thai her animosity proceeded from canses later thaji tUe tiflair of 
Lord Percj"— Shi ffer. 



ANKK BOLETR. 



151 



king, she treated the cardinal with the utmost external respect. 
Her vanity grew pddy with the expectation of the crown, 
lon^ before it was likely that she could receive it ; and, enriched 
by the profusion of her royal lover, she assumed an immodest 
ostentation of Hnery. 

The queen, dejected by infimi health, beheld with humility 
the indecorous advancement of her gentlewoman; and with 
ineflectual meekness endeavoured to win back the affections 
of her husband. She even seemed to be pleased with her 
rival, bewailing only in secret that unhappy destiny which, 
in a foreign cjountry, had reduced lierself so low.* The 
generosity of the people was awakened in her favour, and they 
quickly found out suilicient reasons to account for the conduct 
both of Henry and his minister. They observed that the 
emperor was no longer treated as a friend; and without 
troubling themselves to appreciate the events which, from 
the battle of Pa via, had clianged the political interests of 
England, they accused Wolsey of being actuated against 
Katharine by revenge for flights and disappointments re- 
ceived from her nephew. The notoriety of the king*s alfec- 
tion for Anne Boleyn was no less a satisfactory explanation of 
his motives; although he liad before violated his conjugal 
fidelity, and afterwards returned to the queen, whose virtues 
and chaste demeanour he had never ceased to e^teem.t That 
ne Boleyn was frequently seen at those entertainments* 
where the cardinal delighted to exhibit his mngnificenee, is 
rather a proof of the lax morality common to the circles of 
courtiers, than evidence of any deliberate design on bis part 
either to aid her promotion, or to mortify the queen. Towards 
her, indeed, he appears never to have entertained any par- 
ticular partiality; and it has been alleged, that one of the 
causes wliieh hastened his ruin was her apprehension that, in 
the event of the marriage being annulled, be would exert his 

flaence to provide a more honourable match for the king. J 
She vindictively remembered the friiBtratinn of her first love, 
and dreaded the disappointment of her ambition. 

While the cardinal was in France on his great embassy, 

le first messenger on the subject of the marriage >vas sent 

• ** Tleelariiig herself lo be a pei-fect Un&cld&.'^^CAVetidish* 
f He had n sou by a daiTghter of sir John BlouDt. 
t Lord Herbert, 2U. 
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to Rome. It is not very clearly ascertained ivlietlier th© 
message related to the king's scrwplesj or only to procure 
such a legitimation by the pope of the princess's birth as 
should obviate the doubts ^vliich bad been suggested. The 
earliest re^ukr despatch written on the subject of the divorce 
is dated* iivc months posterior. By it the king's agents at 
Rome appear to bave been previously informed of the state of 
their mavSters mind, for in reporting the opinion of the 
learned as to the illegality of dispensations granted contrary 
to the divine laws, the cardinal urges the expediency of 
allowing a divorce to pass, not only to avert the future 
miseries of a disputed succession, but to appease the in- 
quietude of the kiug's conscience. Nor were bribes omitted 
to procure the corapliauce of his holiness, who granted, in 
consequence, a commission to investigate the case, and to 
proceed witli the business in Englimd. Before it arrived, 
Henry transmitted an application for a special legate to be 
sent to London for tlie purposcf This new request was 
communicated by the pope to two of the cardinals, and in a 
conferenee held with them in presence of the English agents, 
be expressed himself to the following effect: ^^ AVolsey, by 
the commission akeady issued, or by his extraordinary 
general legatme authority, is, I conceive, fully empowered to 
proceed in this affair. If the king in his own conscience be 
• convinced of the rectitude of his intentions — and there is no 
doctor in t!ie world more able to settle the point tlian himself 
' — ^be should accelerate judgment, and then send for a legate 
to confirm what he has done; for it will be easier to ratify 
what cimnot be recalled, than to terminate such a process in 
the court of Rome, The queen may protest against the place 
and the judge, by which, in the course of law, I shall be 
obliged to prohibit tbe king from marrying while the suit is 
pending, and must revoke the trial to Rome. Rut if judg- 
ment were given in England, and the king married to another 
wiie, very good reasons might be found to ji^istify the con- 
firmation of a decision that bad gone so far. "J This equivocal 
mode of proceeding was not agreeable to Henry, and Wolsey 
informed the pope that the king was resolved that the busi- 
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should be so condocted as to prevent ali discontent at 
home and cavilling abroad- He therefore entreiited that 
another cardinal might be joined with him in the commission 
for the trial. This application was the result of a debate 
which had taken place in the English cabinet on the arrival 
of the first commission. It was apprehended that if Wolsey 
were to give sentence in the king's fjivour, the pope, being 
then on all sides surrounded by the emperor^s forees, might 
be deterred from confirming it; and it was intimated, in the 
course of the discussion, that if his holiness continued to act 
in a manner suhservieut to the will of Charles, some other 
way must be found to relieve the mind of the king. Wliat 
that way was likely to be, the cardinal was well aware, and in 
consequence addressed Clement with uncommon vehemence 
and eloquent anxiety,* He entreated his holiness as if he 
were prostrate at his feet, that if he thought him a Christian, 
a good cardinal, and not unworthy of that dignity — a pro- 
moter of justice, or believed that he desired his own eternal 
salvation — to ;^rant kindly and speedily the king's earnest re- 
quest; ** which if I did not know," said Wokey, " to be just 
and right, I would undergo any hazard of punishment rather 
than promote it. Andj I fear, if the king find you so over- 
awed by the emperor as not to allow what all Christendom 
considers authorized by divine authority, that he and other 
Christian princes will not only contemn but curtail the 
apostolical |K)wer."| The result of this and other representa- 
tions to the same purpose, Tvith the more effectual advocacy 
of tangible motives, wn^ the appointment of cardinal Cam- 
peggio to go to England in order to try the valitlity of the 
marriage, an conjunction with Wolsey. This prelate held the 
bishopric ot^ Salisbury, and was supposed to be favourable to 
the wishes of the English court, but in the sequel he acted 
with independence, and perhaps integrity. 

Katharine, in the meantime, was not idle. She infonned 
Charles of her situation, and received the strongest assurances 
of his support* The people, also, were strenuous in her 
cause> Her gentle maoners, innocent infirmities, and de- 
serted condition, excited their compassion, and roused their 
indignation to such a degree against those whom they cou- 

* 10 Febrimry, Ut*jt<. Burnell's ColL No, 8. + Beiiiiet, 50. 
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sidered her enemies, that the king found it necessary to make 
a public declaration of hia motives to the peers, the clergy, 
the judges and kwyers of the realm.* " It is now ahnost 
twenty yeai s," said he, ** since we began our reign amotig 
you; in the course of which we have, by the assistance of 
Providencej so behaved ourself that Ave hope you have no 
cause to coiuplain, nor our enemies to glory. No foreign 
power lias attempted to injure you with impuijity, nor have 
we employed our arms wdthoul; victory. Wfj ether you regard 
the fniita of peace or the trophies of war, we dare boldly 
aver that we have shown ourself not unworthy of our 
ancestors. But when we reflect on the end of frail life, we 
are surprised by fear lest the miseries of future times obscure 
the splendour and memory of our present felicity. We see 
here many avIio, by their age, may have been vvitiiesses of 
the late civil wars which, for eiglity years together, so dread- 
fully afflicted this kingdom. No man knew whom to acknow- 
ledge for his sovereign, until the happy union of our parents 
removed tlie cause of this doubt. Consider, theii, whether 
after our death you may hope for better days than when the 
factions of York and Lancaster distracted the nation? We 
have a daughter, whom we the more affectionately love be- 
cause t^he is our ou!y child. But it is proper to inform you 
that, treating w ith the French king concerning a match with 
her and our godson, Henry duke of Orleans, one of his 
privy counsellors objected to the legitiraacj of the princess, 
her mother having been married to our deceased brother; 
alleging, at the same time, that the marriage w^ith our queen 
<:ould not be deemed otherwise than incestuous. How much 
this allegation aSlicted us, God, the searcher of hearts, only 
knows; for the question affected not only our consort and 
daughter, but implied the danger of eternal punishment to 
our souls, if, after being admonished of such horrible incest, 
we did not endeavour to amend. For your pai'ts, you cannot 
but foresee the evils with which this matter is pregnant to 
you aud your posterity. Desirous of being resolved on a 
point so important, we first conferred witli our friends, and 
then with nieu the most learned iu human and divine laws; 
hut they gave no satisfaction, and only left ns more per- 
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plexed. We then had recourse to the pope, and procured 
the venerable legate who has lately arrived from Rome to 
investigate the case. For the queeOj wliatever may be tlie 
detrttctions of women and tattlers, we willingly antl openly 
profess, that because in noblenejss of mind she far transcends 
the greatness of her birth, were we now at liberty and free 
to choose among all the beauties of the worldj we would not, 
as we take God to witness, make choice of any other* In 
mildness, prudence, sanctity of mind and conversation, she is 
not to be p^iralleled. But we were given to the world for 
other ends tlian the pursuit of our own pleasure. We there- 
fore prefer the hazard of uncertain trial, rather than commit 
impiety against heaven and ingratitude against our country, 
^e weal and safety of wliieli every man should prefer before 
his life and fortune/'* This oration aifected the audience in 
different ways: some lamented the king's anxiety, hut many 
more the situation of the queen, and all douhtcd and feared 
the result. The hoiisterous generosity of the people, de- 
cidedly in lier favour, was not easily controlled; and the 
declaration of the king was treated by them as an attempt to 
conceal a gross and adulterous passion. 

In the beginning of the year 1529, the pc^pe was seized 
with a violent disorder, from which he was not expected to 
recover, Wolsey, on hearing of this, immediately began to 
canvass for the papal chair^ and the correspondence which he 
held for this purpose serv es to illustrate the bias of his ambi- 
tion, and to show the objects to which he would have directed 
his attention in the event of attaining the supreme dignity. 
In one of his letters he charges his agents to procure access 
to the pope; and, though he were in the very agony of death, 
to propose two things to himi first, that he would command 
all the princes of Christendom to lay down their arras. " His 
holiness,'* says be, " can do nothing more meritorious for the 
good of his soul than to close his life with so holy an aet- 
And, secondly, that he would promote the king's business aa 
a thing essential to the clearing of his conscience towards 
God."t But the pope recovered, and, oiFended by the eager- 
ness with Tvhich the cardinal aspired to succeed him, was 
little disposed to take his advice. Pressed on the one hand 
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hj the queen'a relations, who urged him to avocate the cause 
to Rome, and on the other hj Henry, who waa equally soli- 
citous that it should be brought to an immediate decision, he, 
adopted a procrastinating polieyi and, hy the addres?s of Cam- 
peggio, the year was far advanced before the requisite 
arrangements for the trial were completed. 

The sovereign of a powerful kingdom, accustoraed to absolute 
sway, and under no apprehensions from any foreign power, 
freely submitting to be cited before a tribunal erected wilhtn 
his own doraiaionSj for the purpose of determining a cause in 
which his own honour and happiness were so deeply involved, 
w^as a spectacle equally singular and interesting, and calcu- 
lated to arrest the attention of all descriptions of men. The 
thirty -first day of May was fixed for opening the court; aod 
the hall of the Black friai's' convent in London, w^here the par- 
liament in those days usually assembled, was prepared for the 
occasion. At the upper end hung a canopy, under which, on 
an elevated platform, the king sat on a chair of state. The 
queen was seated at some distance, a little lower. In front 
of the king, but three steps beneath him, and so placed, that 
the one appeared on his right liaiid, and the other on his left, 
Wolsey and Campeggio were placed and at their feet several 
clerks and olficerB; before whom, and within the bar, ^vere 
the prelates of the realm. Without the bai*, on one side, 
stood the advocates and proctors of the king; and on the other, 
those appointed for the qaeen.* The sides of the hall were 
occupied with successive tiers of benches, which were crowded 
to a great height with all the most illustrious and noble per- 
sons of the nation. 

Silence being proclaimed, the commission of the legates 

♦ " The chief aciibe there was Dr. Steplien Ganlener, (iifterwards bifibop 
of Winchester,) the apparitor was one Cooke, most commonly caUeii Cooke 
of Winchester. . , . The doctorB for the king were Dr. Samppon^ that was 
8d[terwurd» bi^liup of Cbicheater, and Dr. Bell, who was iifterworda hjsliop 
ofWorcesterj with divei'g others. The proetora on the king's piut, were 
Dr* Petitt who was aften*ardH made ibe kiiig'» chief secietKi^t ttutl Dr. 
Tregonell and diners others. The counsel for the qnceu, were Dr. Fisher, 
hi ah op of Kachester^ and Dr. Stiiiidieh, some time a grey friar, and Uien 
binbop of St. Asaph, two notable clerks in divinity, and in especial the bislio|i 
of Kocbt'sterj who afterwards fnifTereii death at Tower Hill ; find another 
ancient doctor, calledj oa 1 remember, Dr. Eidley, a very small person in 
fitature, hut such a greai and excellent clerk in diiinity." — Cavtndiah, 
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was read, and an officer, called the apparitor, cried aloud^ 
** Henry, king of England, come into conrt.*'* The king an- 
swered, ** Here I am J* The qneen was then also summoned, 
but she made no reply. Rising from her chair, she descended 
to the floor, and walked round the court, Not a breathiog 
was heard. When she came opposite to the king, she knelt 
down, and addressed himf to the following cflTect; — " Sir, I 
humbly beseech you for all the loves that hath been between 
Tia, and for the love of God, to dome justice and right; for I 
am a poor woman and a sti'anger, born out of your dominions, 
having here no assured counsel^ and less assurance of friend- 
ship. I flee to you as to the head of justice within this 
realm. Alas! sir, wherein have 1 oifended you? on what 
occasion of displeasure have 1 designed against your will and 
pleasure, intending, as 1 perceive^ to put me from you? I 
take God LUid all tiie world to witness, that I have been to yon 
a true, humble, and obedient wife, ever conformable to your 
will and pleasure; never did I contrary or gainsay your mind, 
but always submitted myself in all things wherein you had 
any delight or dalliance, wdiether it were in little or much, 
without grudging, or any* sign of discontent* I have 
loved for your salce those whom you loved, whether I had 
cause or no, were they iriends or foes. 1 have been this 
twenty years or more your true wife, by whom you have 
had many children, although it hath pleased God to eidl them 
out of this world, which hath been no fault in me; and when 
I first came to your bed, I take God to witness I was a true 
virgin : whether it be true or no, I put it to your conscience. 

• Burnet afliniis, l]iat ibe king did not appear pereoiially, but by proxy ; 
aud tlml ibe queou wulldl*e^r, after readiiiif a pmtefit nguiiiHt tlie coinpeteniij 
of her judges: *' and from this it is clear ," says the Mshop, "that the 
speeches tliat the histoiiaus Imve madft fur tham are all plain falsities." 
But it must he oheerved, thai the testimony for the peiaonal appeiiranoe of 
the king before the eiudinitlH is surpribiiigly powerful ; c%'en though Tve do 
not go lieyond Ciiveudish and the other ordinary histoniuts. But, in addi- 
tion to thesci, reference may be i:rmde lo I lie nnlliority of WiHimn Thomofl, 
clerk of the council itJ the reigii of Edwanl VL, and a well-informed wiiter, 
who, in a professed apology for Henry V 111., extant in MS. in the Lambeth, 
imd sotne other libraries^ speaking of this affair, afhnns^ *' That the cardinal 
(Campogius) eauscd the king, as a private partye, in person to appears 
before him, find tlie ladie Katharine both," Page 31. — W^nisworth^s EcvL 
Biog. ToL i. p. 4^^!. 

+ '^ In broken English," — Cavendis/u 
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If there be any just eau&e that you can allege, either of dis- 
lioaesty or of other impediment, lawful to put me from you, I 
am well conteot to depart with shame and rehtike; hut if there 
be none, then I lowly beseech youj let me have justiee at your 
hands. The Iting, your father, was, in the time of his reign^ of 
auch estimation through the world for his excellent wisdom, 
that he was accounted a second Solomon; and the king of 
Spuin, my father, who was esteemed one of the wisest kings 
that reigned in Spain these many years—so they were both 
wise men and nohle princesj and it is no question thej had 
wise counsellors of either realms, who tbought then the mar- 
riage between you and me good aud lawful j therefore it is a 
wonder to hear what new device.^ iu"e now invented tigamst 
me, to cause me to stand to the order and ju figment of this 
new court, wherein I conceive ye may do me much wrong, 
if ye intend any cruelty; for ye may condemn me for not 
answering aufficiently, having no counsel but such as yon 
have assigned me. You must consider that they cannot he 
inditferenl counsellors for my part, being your own suhjecta, 
and such as you have made choice of out of your own coun»1 
sels, whereunto tiiey are made ^ri^'Jj ^^^ ^1*"'^ ^^^ disclose 
your pleasyre. Therefore, I most humbly heseech you to 
spare me until I know how my friends in Spnin will advi&&| 
me. If you will not extend to me so much indifferent favour,' 
then let your pleasure be done, and to God I commit my 
cause;" and with timt she rose, making a low curtsey to the 
king, and depjirted tlieflce. She had not, how^ever, proceeded 
far, when the king commaoded the apparitor to e*ill her 
back. Without attending to tlie summons, she still went for*^ 
ward. A gentleman, on whose arm she leaned,* observed, 
that she was called, ** I hear it veiy well," she replied, " but 
on, on, go you on. Let them proceed against me as they 
pltase; I am resolved not to stay." Nor could she be after- 
wards persuaded to appear a se^^ond time. 

** Forasmuch as the queen is gone," said Henry, addressing 
himself to the audience, ** I will, in her absence, declare to 
you all present, that she has been to me a true, obedient wife, 
and as comfortable as 1 could wish or desire. She hath all 
the virtues and good qualities that belong to a woman of her 

♦ « Her receiver-general, calleil Master Griffith*"— CflvefwiijA, 
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dignitj, or in any other of meaner estate. Surely she is also 
aaoble woman; if nothing were in her but only her condi- 
tions, will well declare the ^arae." Wolsey, conceiving that 
some of Kntharine*3 insiutiations were directed towards liim> 
intreated the king to declare, whether he had either been the 
first or the chief mover in the business, as suspicions to that 
effect were entertained* '' My lord cardinal,'' answered Henry^ 
**I can well ejccuse you herein: Marry» so far from being a 
mover, ye have been rather against me in attempting thereof. 
And to put you all out of doubt, I will declare unto you the 
specitil cau^e was a certain scruple that pricked my mind upon 
rivers wordij spoken hy the bishop of Bayonne, the French 
I Ambassador, who came here to consult of a marriage between 
the princess our daughter, the lady Mary, and the duke of 
> Orleans; and upou the resolution and determination thereof, 
lie desired respite to advertise the king his master thereof, 
"whether our daughter Mary should be legitimate in respect 
of my marriage between the queen here and my brother; 
-which words pt^ndeTingj begot such a scruple in my conscience 
that I was much troubled at it, whereby I thought myself in 
danger of God'a heavy displeasure and indignation, and the 
rather because he sent us no issue male, for all the issue male 
that I have had by my wife died incontinently after they 
came into the world, which caused me to fear God's dis- 
pleasure in that particular. Thus my conscience being tossed 
on the waves of troublesome doubts, and partly in despair of 
having any other issue of this lady than I had already, it 
behoved me to consider the estate of this realm, and the 
danger it stands in tor lack of a prince to succeed me. I 
therefore thought it good, in release of this mighty burden 
on mj conscience, as also for the great estate of this reahi^, to 
attempt a trial in the law herein, I not having any displeasure 
in the person or age of the queen, with whom I jould be well 
contented to continue, if our marriage may stand with tho 
law of God, as with any woman alive. And it is in this 
point consistetli all the doubt that we go about to try by the 
learning and wisdom of you, our prelates and pastors of this 
Irealm, to whose consciences and learuing I have committed 
the care and judgment, according to which I will be well eon- 
tented to submit myself and obey the same. And when ray 
conscience was so troubled, 1 moved it to yoUj my lord of 
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Lincoln, in confession, then being my. ghostly father; and 
forasmuch as you were then in some doubt, yon moved me to 
ask counsel of the rest of the bishops; wherenpon I moved it 
to you, my lord cardinal, to have your licence, as you are 
metropolitan^ to put this matter in question, and so did to all 
you, my lords, which you all granted under your seals, which 
are here to show,"* The king having delivered this address 
the court adjourned, 

Katharine persisted in her resolution of never again enter- 
ing the court. To the monitory letters, citing her to attend, 
and threatening her with the consequences of contumacy, she 
replied by appealing to the pope, excepting to the place of 
trial, to the judges, and to her counsel, and desiring that the 
cause might be heard at Rome. She was declared contuma- 
cious, and tlie legates proceeded in the process. Notwith- 
standing her solemn assertions respecting the non-eonsumma- 
tion of her first marriage, probability and the testimonies of 
the witnesses were against her ; and the evidence was as 
distinct as the case admitted, or couM have been expected, after 
the lapse of such a period of time,f Meanwhile she wrote to 
her jiephew, the emperor, and to ]m brother, tlie king of 
Ilimgary, earnestly entreating them to procure an avocation 
of the cause to Rome, and declaring that she would sufier 
anything, even death itself, ratlier than submit to a divorce. 
In coHBequencc of tliese reprej^eatutions, Charles and Feixli- 
nand sent orders to their ambassadors to allow the pope no 

* '' * Tbiit is tnuli,' quotU the bishop of Cniiterbmy, ' and I doubt uot 
bjit iJl my brotbei's beie jjreaent will alTimi the same/ * No, wir^ not bo, 
nntler correction/ quoth the bishop of Koche^Kter, 'for you have not my 
httml ttu(i fiCiiL' ^ Ko, hii'.' rjuotU tlie kingj *is not this your hand aud 
seal?* asid showed to hlin the iHHtnimeiit with seals, * No^ fonsootli,' quoth 
•the bishop. ' J low say you to tbat?' quoth the king to the bishop of Can- 
terbury. * Sir» it in his hnnd aad seal/ quoth the bishop of Cantei biirj". 

* Thiit is not bo/ quoth the biBhop of liochester; * indeed you weve iu hand 
with me to hnve both my hand and seal, a-s othei" of my loi-ds had done, but 
1 answered tliat I would never consent to any such act, for it wda much 
ttgULiiMt my couHciencp, and tlmt my Land and seal phouhl never lie set to 
-smy Ruch instnimout, God willmg; with many other words to that purpose.' 

* You Bay truth/ quoth the bishop of Catiterbnry, * but you were fully re- 
solved at the last that 1 should snbticribe your name, anti put your seul, and 
yoti would allow of the »ame.' * All which/ quoth the bishop of Rocljebtar^ 

* is Mil true.' ' Well/ quoth the king, * we will Eot Etaiid in orgujneot with 
you ; you are bat ont;.' "-^C'rivemUsh. 

^ Burnet, 71, 72. 
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rest until he consented to the avocation. The emperor 

threatened that he would regard a sentence against his aunt 
as a dishonour done to his family, and would lose his throne 
rather than endure it. At t lie same time cardinal Cumpeggio 
secretly informed his holiness of the proceedings in England^ 
and likewise urged the avocation. The reasons alleged by 
the queen for appealing were in themsel%^es so just, that the 
pope was left without any plausible pretext for delaying to 
comply with the emperor's request. But for some time he 
was awed by the resolute chaimcter of Henry, and the 
vehement representations of Wolsey, The cardinal warned 
him, that if the cause was avocated at the suit of Katharine's 
relations, the king and kingdom of England were lost to the 
apostolical see; and he besought him to leave it still in the 
hands of the legates, who would execute their comnussioa 
justly. " For myself/* said he, ** rather than be swayed by 
fear or afFeetion against the dictates of my conscience, I wiM 
suffer to be torn in pieces joint by joint.''* C'lement, how- 
ever, informed the English agents that the lawyers of Rome 
were i^animously of opinion^ that he could not, in common 
justice, refuse the avocation; and added^ with many sighs 
and tears, that the destruction of Christendom was inevitable. 
" No man," he exclaimed, ** perceives the consequences of 
this measure more clearly than I do; but I am between the 
hammer and the forge^ and on my head the whole weight 
must falL I would do more for the king than I have 
promised, but it is impossible to deny the emperor justice- 
I am surrounded by hiy forces, and myself and all that I have 
are at his disposaL"t The agents^ after this, \u*ged him no 
further, but only studied to impede the issuing of the hull for 
the avocation, while they wrote to England, recommending 
the process to be htjrried to a conclusion. Campeggio, on 
his part, was no less dexteraus iu contriving expedients to 
prolong the trial. 

The freffuent adjournments of the court on frivolous pre- 
teaces excited suspicions in the breast of Henry; and he 
began to think that the dispatches of Wolseyf evinced a 
greater degree of anxiety for the interests of the church than 



* Biiniefa CoU. No. ^9, p. 75. 
f Burnet, 73. J Buruefs Coll. 29. 
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for those of liis soverc!g;n. This idea led iiim to treat liiB 
<!ardiDal with less cordiality, a ebange which the keen-sighted 
enmity of the courtiers did not tail to observe mid to promote 
by every urt. Wokey was not hhnd to the slippery verge 
on which he stood, nor uuaffectedhy those altered looks whicli 
were regarded as the omens of his lalL One day returmng 
in his barge from the trial at Blackfriars to his residence in 
Westminster, the bishop of Carlisle, who accompamed liim, 
happened to complain of the excessive heat of the weather. 
"^ Y(fa, if ye bad been as well chafed, my lord, as 1 have 
been to-day, you would be warm indeed," said the cardinal, 
alluding to a conversation which be had immediately before 
held with Henry. As soon as lie entered his house be un* 
dressed and went to bed. He had not. howeverj lain long 
down, Tvben lord Roehford, the father of Anne Boleyn, came 
to him from tbe king, with a command that he and Campeggio 
should immediately repair to Kallmrine, and exhort her to 
retire into some religious house rather than undergo the 
disgrace of a public divorce. " You and other lords of the 
council J** exclaimed Woisey, "have put fancies into the king's 
head, which trouble aH the nation, and for ivbicli, in the end, 
yon will receive but little recom pence either of God or the 
world," Bnchford, as ii* conscious of deserving the sternness 
of the reproaches w^hicli the cardinal continued to vent against 
him as he dressed himself, knelt down at the bedside, and, 
weeping, madti no reply^ 

The two legates went to the queeUj wdiom tliey found sitting 
among her maids at needlework, wdth a skein of silk banging 
about her neck. At their approach she said: "Alaek» my 
lordsj I am sorry that you have attended on ine so long; 
what is your pleasure vdth me?" " If it please your grace," 
said the cardinal, " to go to your privy chambei\ we will 
ehow yon tlie cause of our coming." '' My lord," said she, 
" if you have anything to say to me, speak it openly belbre 
these folk, for I fear nothing that you can say to me or 
against me, but that I mn willing all the w^orld should both 
see and hear it/* Tlien began my lord to speak to her in 
Latin. '"Kay, good my lord, epeak to me in EngEeh,'^ said 
^he, '' although I do understand some Latin/* " Forsooth," 
said Wolsey, ** good madam, if it please your grace, we come 
both to know your mind, what you arc disposed to do in this 
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matter, and also, to declare to you secretlj oyr couiiiiel and 
opinion, which we ilo ibr very zeal and obedience to your 
grace.'' ** My lords," said the queen, '* I thank you for your 
good wills; but to make answer to your request I cannot 
so suddenly, for I was set amongst my maidens at work, 
little thinking of any such matter, wherein is rt'i|uisite some 
deliberation, and a better head than mine to niuke answer; 
for I need counsel in this otise, which concerns me so near, 
and friends here I liave none; thej^ are in Spain — in my ow^n 
country. Also, my lords, I am a poor woman, of too weak 
capacity to answer sucli noble persons of wisdom as you are in 
so weighty a matter. And, therefore, I pray yott, be good to me a 
woman, destitute of friendsldp here in n forci^ra region* And 
your counsel I tilso shall he glad to hear." She then eon ducted 
them into an inner apartment, where having attentively 
heard their message, she addressed herself to Wolsey with 
gi^eat warmth. She accused him as the author of her mis- 
fortunes, because she could not endure his excessive arrogance 
and voluptuous life, and chietly because she was related to 
the emperor, w-ho had refused to feed his insatiable ambition 
with the papal dignity** Kor would slie permit him to 
reply, but dismissed him w4th marked displeasure, while she 
couj"teou:5ly parted from Campeggio. 

The trial, as far as respected the examination of evidence, 
being completed, tlie court was crowded with spectators, and 
a general expectation prevailed that sentence would at last 
be given.f The king himselli impatient for the decision, was 

* It i** very doubtful if Cliarles, ut uiiy of tbe t4t?ctioiis whii'h Iinppeiied 
doling tlic ddiuinistratiou of Wolscy, was able to have prof ureti Lim tlm 
popedom ; and I Inive not found iiny evidence nf tbe ciu'dinal itRcribing Ins 
disflfiponitnients to remis^nefts on ihe pmi ot tbe empemr. Tbe sequel of 
tbe queen'« dlftdrs abows clearly^ that she did Wolspy wrong in considering^ 
Minus licluatcd by malice or resenlmcnt tvg4iiJisi ber: so fur^ indf!«:'d, w«s 
this from beiu^ ibe cose, tbiit it may be sidd bt:; sacrilicpd himself rather 
tltiui consent to decide niijnf^tly agpainst ber. The dispaicbt'H relative to the 
deetioa after the deatb of Adrian eommence at pag« H(l of Dr. Fiddes't* 
Collectious. 

Charles, oa tbe deatb of Adritm, a?} well as at Ibe death of Leo, mrote to 
Rome in favour of Wolsey. I do not see any letiwoii to ilisbeliuve his im- 
P«Tial majfisty, especially as we bave it cpidlicd by liitnself in a letter to the 
cardinal, dated at Pampelima, Kith Dec. Uyi'\,^Cottoniaii Librarift Vcs- 
piuian, c. li- Mo. b'^. 

+ Joly 33, 1&29. 
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seated in a gtilkny contiguous to the liall. But, to the sur- 
prise of the whole audience, Campeggio adjourned the court, 
on the pretence, that as it sat as part of tlie Roman consistory, 
the legates were bound to follow the rulei? of that court, which 
was then in Tucation.* And ho added, '* I will not give 
jiidnrment herein without the counsel and commandment of 
the pope, to whom the whole proceedings must be first com- 
municated. The matter is too high for its to deliver a hasty 
decision, conBidenng the dignity of the persons to whom it 
relates, the doubtful occasion of it, the nature of our com- 
mission, and tlie authority by which we act. It is, tiierefore, 
fitting, that we should consult our proper head and lord. I 
came not to please, for favour, fearj or reward, any man alive, 
be he kin^r or subject j I have no such respect to persons that 
1 should olfeud my conscience; theqneen will make no answer, 
but has appealed to the pope. 1 am nn okl man, feeble and 
sickly, looking every day for death: what will it avail me to 
put my soul in danger for the favour of any prince in this 
worhl? 1 am here only to see justice administered according 
to my conscience. The defendant believes we cannot be im- 
partial judges, because we are the king's subjects jf therefore, 
to avoid sdl ambiguities and misrepresentations, I adjourn the 
court, according to the practice of the consistory of Kome, 
from which our jurisdiction is derived; and that we may not 
exceed tlie limits of our commission."! The dukes of Norfolk 
and Suffolk ivere present, and remonstrated with Campcggio 
for dehiying the sentence; but he replied, that no decision 
pronounced during the vacation could be legal* 8nfFolk broke 
out into a violent passion, and, vehemently striking his Iiand 
upon tlie tablcj swore by the mass that ho aaw it was 
true svhat was commonly said, that *^it was never thus in 
England till we had cardinals amongst us."^ Wolsey, con- 
ceiving the iuriinuation to be directed against him, said, in a 
sedate^ emphatic manner: *' Sir, of all men in this realm you 
have the least cause to disparage cardinals; for if I, poor car- 
dinal, had not been, you would not now have had a head on your 
shoulders wherewitli to make such report in despite of us, 
who wish you no harm, neither have given you cause to be 



} Fiddes, 478. 



f He iield tLe biskopHc of SoliBbniy. 
§ Burnet^ 75* 
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offended with us** I would liavc you to know, mj lord, that 
I and my brother here wish the king as much happiness, and 
the realm as niiK-h honour, wealth-^ and peace, as you or any 
other subject whatsoever, and would as gladly aeeoinplish his 
lawful desires. And now, my lord, i pray yoy, show me 
what would you do in such a ea^e as this, if you were one of 
the king's commissioners in a foreign country, about some 
weighty matter; would you not advertise the king*s majesty 
before you went tlu'ough witli the same? I doubt not but 
you wouid, and, therefore, abate your malice and spite. Con- 
sider we ai*e commissioners for a time, and cannot, by virtue 
of a conuuission, proceed to judgment, without the knowledge 
and consent of him from whom our authority is derived. 
Therefoi"^ do we neither more nor less than our commij=sion 
allows us; and he that will be olfended with us therLibrej is 
not a wise man, Farify yourself, my lord, and sptak like a 
man of honour and wisdom, or liold your peace; speak not 
reproachfully of your friends; you hest know the friendship I 
liave shown you, aiid which before I never mentioned, either 
to mine own praise, or your dishonour." The king, in the 
ipeantimcj comported himself with more moderation than 
could have heen expected from his impetuous temper. He 
maaifested no particular displeasure, but still the ruin of 
Wolsey was considered inevitable. Campeggio booh after 
took his leave, and, richly rewarded, departed for Rome; and 
it was currently reported, that Wolsey also intended to quit 
the kingdom: so fully convinced was the public mind that he 
no longer possessed the king's favour. At this crisis, Anne 
Boleyn, whom a sense of shame had induced to w^ithdraw 
from court during the trial, was recalled, Kegarding WoLsej 
with fear and aversion, as the determined foe of all her pro- 
jects of love and ambition, she industriously fostered the 
suspicions which had grown up in the mind of Henry; and 
it began to he rumoured, that the cardinal had iucun*ed the 



* This great oLligatioa of the duke to tbc caitlinol iloea oot appear, say a 
Fiddes, to be known to the liistoriuiii*. Dr. Pepgf, howevfir^ in tlie *' Gen- 
tieniiui's Mugoziue'* for 17:^15^ Hugge^cs that Wolsey wos the means of 
abating^ tlie anger of Henry nt tbe nuiniage of Suffolk witb his lister Mary, 
queen of France, which might liave been a treoponable oW^nct.^Shtiftr. 
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j>enalties of tlie statute of premunire.* Although aware of 
what was to emsuej and evidently corroded by anxiety and 
suspense, a kind of haughty magaaniraity would not allow 
him to abate, in any respect, hiB accustomed ostentation and 
pretensions. He opened the I^licbaelmas term at Westminster- 



• *• Id which time uardiiml Cuinpegfjio muik suit to lie discharged, uud sent 
hoia(? to l£oiu«! ; uud jit the iQterim returned Mr. Secreturyf niitd it wus eon- 
oludtd thai my lord .slioiild ci>me to the king to GrafiuuT in ^^orthompttin- 
uhire, lis* also cardinal Campeggio, he'uv^ a strmiger, shonld be eanducLed. 
lltillier by my lord cjirdina] ; and tbey cHinfl to (imfton npon the f^anilfty^l 
in iJie inornJDg, before whose coming there wer<j divers opinions that the 
noiirL wunid not speak wiUi my lord, whereupon there were miuiy great 
wugf'i"H laid* 

*' rhene two prelate** being come to the conrt gateft, and alighting, expected 
to be received by the great ofllcerf^, as the manner wan, but they found the 
eontrsry; neve rthel ess, because the cai-diua] Cajupeggio was a f^trangcur, 
the ofllcere met him with Htaves in their hands, in the oLitwaj-xi conrt, andsi>^ 
coiiv«Ted liim to hiH Icjdging preparerl I'tn- him ; and after my lord had bronght 
bini to Inn lodging he departed, thinking to have gone to liis eljaniLier, as he 
wetB wont to do. Bbi it was told him that he had no lodging or ehaiiiiber 
tp^nted for him in the court, uhich newH did much aittonish bim. 

** Sir Henry Norri"*, who wan then groom of the aiole, cama unto him, 
imii desired lilni to take bis chamber for a while, imtil another was provided 
for him ; ' for I tisnure you/ i|noth he, * here is hut little room in tbis houFse 
for the king, imd therefore 1 humbly beiseet;h your grace ticcept of mine for 
a seasou/ My lord^ thanking him for hm conrtesy, went to his chamber, 
where he shifted liin riding ap|iareL in the meantime came divers noblemen 
of biy fiiviids to welcome him to the conrt, by whom my lord wan adver- 1 
tised of all ibinffH touebiiig the kiDgtJ dit^pleasure, und beiug ihu» informed 
of the cause lijereof, iie was more able to excuse hinistdf ; so my lord 
made bira ready, and went to the chamber of presen&e with the otlier caJ- 
dinair where the lords of the conncil stood all of a. n.iw, in order in the 
chamber, and all the lords saluted them both ; mid there were present 
niuny geutleiuen who came on pnqtose to observe the meeting and coimte- 
nance of the Iting, to my loitl canlinjil. Then, immediately after^ the king 
came into the chamber of prebtence, and wtood nuder the cloth of Htate; then 
my lord cardinal took cardinal Camjieggio hy tlie hand, and kneeled down 
befoie tJie kingt but wliat he nuid to him 1 know not ; bnt his countenance 
was imiiable, and his majetity stooiied down, and with bath his hands took 
him Tip, and then took him by the hand, and went to the windotv with him, 
ami tliere talked to him a gootl wltih^ ; then, to have beheld the countenance of 
the lords Aiid mihlemeu who had laid wagers, it would have made youaniile, 
Hpeeially tho.se that had laid their money that the king would not speak with 
him* They were idl deceived; for the king was in earnest discourse with 
him, iuaomneh that 1 could benr the king say : * Mow can this be ? is not 
this yonr hand 1' and pmlled a letter oiit of hia bosom, and showed tlie same 
to my lord, and, as I perceived, my lord }>o answered the same, ilmt the 
king hml im more to say, but sai(l to my lord: ' Uo to yonr dinner, i 
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ImH, with aO hk vsml |ioiii{i laid escBaiif,* aad peffomed 
tbedntiesiaBifiiBooBMkiiistbiiitwMlbrlitekttdaie^ luting 
omme of ihe ww^tuag, it is « i| ni o a e d ditt Iw racdved prtTuftt 
iBfi u Mt kin cif Ikb di^gnoe Invin^ been decided, ibr next d^ 
te remniied at borne; Iml no measeager came from ^ king. 
On tJbe fbilowing monung, howerer, the dukes of Norfolk and 



Uut dftv wiiJt 



Uke iDf loM cainiiMl to keif jM 
fiiAtier vitU joo ;' woA co they fivtBi; 
MiaireiB ABAe B^dtju in ber cfaMabo^ 

vas t^CR art vf ia tbt fRMBW elMmfaer m tmhle Ibr inj lonl, simI 
I of Hie Mocil, whtm ibar iiBcd tofMbcr; uhI sitting •! ^noer, 
teOiiV of dt««B Batten, ' Tte kia^ skmM ia «elC fovtb bj liri ws 
dinri, *ta seaA hk^whops —d rttflMWi bowe tn tknr cai«» tad liendhns.* 
* Yea, marry/ quotb mt lord of Horfollc, * aad «o il w«re aieel ibr jou to do 
ilso." ' J woukL he veiy uril ea&mMcd tbtffimh/ fuoth inj lord, ' if it 
am tbe IdngA plc«uiiv to lieence mg with Imtv to go to mj cure a& WId* 
diesier/ * Naj,' ^oUt hit lord of Koifolk, ^ to jonr beaefiee mi \odb« 
ahere tout ^iiaiiiil hoaanr lad ebarg« bw' *" K^vm ai tt abftU f^tmm ilw 
kis^; qnotli Af lord miliari ; tad sa ibej Ml afaa oihtr disooones, Ibr 
indeed the Qo^li^ aas lotli be sbonld be so aeior Um loaf m. la eonl^ae 
at Wtncliester. Innaediatcdy after dinaer lhf*j Jlell ta eooacil till ihe wwteis 
bad also dined. 

** I boird il ifpe«ted by those tbii waatoi oo tin king tt diaiiflr«tb»l UtA- 
taeai Anae Boleyu wt» o&nded » aneli as sbe diusL, thii tbe ldxi|^ did 
BO greatlj entertida mr lord cardinikl, Baying : *^ Sir, is it not a marrptlous 
thiii^ to see into wliat great debt and danger Le hatli brtinglit tou, with aU 
your aubjects T * How so, sweerhpazt ?' quotU the king, ' Forsooth,' qiiotli 
she, * there i-4 not a man iu all yotir whole realm of England, Mrorth a hun- 
diad pound, btit he hath indebted yon to him (meaning of loans which the 

* A contemporarr poet gives the fbllovring dei»crIptton of the style of hi^ 
proee&sion :^ 

** Before him rideth two priests strong. 
And they hear two croasea right long, 

G Aping in every raaa'a llMsa. 
After him follow two liqmen aecnJar, 
And each of them holdingr a pillar 

Iu ihejr hands, iasiend of a mnce. 
Then foUoweth my lofd cm his mule, 
Trappf [1 with gold under hfr cule» 
In eTory point mnsi ciirtoiiftly. 
On each side a pole-HX(* in borne* 
Wiicli in none other nse are worn* 
Pretending aome high rayatery. 

* • m * 

Then bath he servants fire or sU acore. 
Some behind and some before — 
A nianelloua great company ; 
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^Suffolk arrived J and required the great seal to be delivered to 
them, informing him, that it was the kind's pleasure that he 
should retire to Ashur,* an ecclesiastical seat which belonged 
to him as bishop of Winchester. With this requisition he 
refused to comply, sayings that the seal had been given to him 
personally by the king to enjoy it^ with the ministration of 



Mug liB<i2 of Lis subjects).' ' Welli well*' qiiotli the king, "^for tLnt there 
w&s no lilftine iu him, for I know that metier laetter thuD you or any one 
else.* ' NaVj' quoili she^ * besides tlifit, what ex|]loitft hath he wrought, in 
several parts luid plncea in llib realm to your great sltmder and disgrace ? 
There is never a nobJeman but if lie had done half so much as he hath done, 
were well worthy to lose Lis bend; yen, if my lord of Norfolk, my lord of 
8ul!blk, or any other maiif liad done much les^ than he hath dour, they 
should have lost their }ieada ere thiK,' * Then I perceive/ quoth the king, 
* you tti-e none of my lord i^aidlual's friends/. * Why, sir,' quoth she, ' I havft 
no cause, nor any that love you, no more hath your giace if you did well 
consider hia indirect aud uuJawful doings.' By that time the waiters had 
diued, and took up the table, and so ended their communication. , , . The 
king then departtd from MiHtress Anne Bokyn, and called for my lord, 
and iu the gt^at window had a long discourue with him, but of what I 
know not. Afterwards the king took him by the liajid, and led hira into the 
privy chamber, and sat in consultation with Itim all alone, without any other 
of the lords, till it waa dark night, which blanked all his enemies very sore, ^ 

Of which are lords and gentlemezii 
With many grooms and yeomen, 

And also knavee lunong. 
Thus daily be proceedetli forth, 
^'\j]d men must take it at worthy 

Whether he do right or wrong." 

The following description of the cardinal's person may be added :^- 
A great carl he is and fat^ 
Wearing on his bead a red hat, 

ProcuTfd with an gel's subsidy ; 
And, aa tliey say^ iu time of rain, 
Four of his gentlemen are fain 

To hold o'er it a canopy. 
Besides this, to tell thee more news. 
He hath a pair of costly shoes, 

Which seldom touch the ground : 
They are so goodly and curious, 
AB of gold and stones precious, 

Costing many a thousand pound. 
And who did for tbcfse shoes pay ? 
Truly many a rich abbey* 

To be eased of Ida visitation." 

* Esher. 
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the chancellorship for life, and, as he had letters*pateot to 
that effect, it was necessary that they should produce their 
eoniniiasion before he could lawfully deliver it into tlieir 
hands. A warm debate arose; but the cardinal was tirm, 
and the two ooblemen went away without having accomplislied 
their purpose. Next day* they returned with credentials 
that could not be disputed; and, his power being ended, he 
prepared for the resdgnation of bis wealth, Inventoriesf were 
made of his furniture; and incredible quantities of massy 
plate, velTets, damasks, and the richest tissues, laid out on 

who h^ no Oitlier way bnc by Mistress Aiine Boliivu, in wboiii was all tbrir 
trast and affiance, for ilie accomplishment of their enterprine, forwttbout htr 
they feared thai all iheii' purposes woiUil be fnwtrated, 

*' Now at night was wariiiug given lue that there wtv^ no roum for my lord 
10 lodge in the court, so that 1 was forced to pro\ide my lord a lodging: in 
the country, at Enston^ one of Master EmiJi^on's boitses, where my lonl 
ome to snpper by torch-light, being late before he ptirtedlroiii the king; who 
wished him to leiuru to him in ihe morning, for dial he would talk t^irther 
^th him about the same matter ; and in the morning my lord came again, 
at whose coming the king's majesty waa ready to ride; willing my lonl to 
consnh with tlj.e lords In hiii absence, and said lie wonJd not tuJk witli hiin, 
eomntandmg my lord to depart with cardinal Compeggio, who liad alroftdy 
taken his leave of the king. 

'^This sudden departure of the king's wm the especial labour of Mistrctts 
Anne Boleyn, who n>de witii Itini purposi^ly to draw him away, because he 
should not return till the departure of the eiirtlinals. The king rvd© thnt 
morning to view a piece of grotmd, tfi make a park of, which wan ufterwardii, 
and is at chi^ time, called llarewel! park^ where Misti'esii .inne had pro- 
vided Idm a place to dine in, fimriug his return before my lord cardinal's 
departuiv. 

** So my lord rndo away after dining with canlintd Campcggifl, who took 
his journey towards Eome, mth tlie king t^ rcwiird ; but what it wan 1 am 
not certain. After their departure, it was told the king that caidmal Cam- 
peggio wa« departed, and luwl gi-eat treasnre with hirn of my lord'a, to be con- 
veyed in grent tuns to Home, whitlier they surmised he would heoretly 
repair out of this realm ; insomuch that th«y caused a po<at to ride after the 
cardiual, to search him, who overtook him at CuJaits [the bishop of Bayonne 
says, DovprJ, and staid him until Hearcb was made, hot there wus I'ound no 
more than was received of the king tm a reward/' — CHVLudisk. 



* October Ifl, Ifj'ilh 
t In the Hiyleian Library in the Britisli Museum there i» one of th« 
cardinal^ inventories. When I opened it, the sand was wtill Ktickiug on the 
ink, and it appeared in many places not to have been opened f^incc il was 
written. 
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the tableiS of his diflTerent chambers and galleries, were held 
by his treasurer at the disposal of the king,* 

^¥ith his train of gentlemen and yeomen he proceeded to 
his barge, winch lay at the Privy Garden stairSj where a vast 
multitude was asj^mbled, silently waitings in the expectation 
of seeing him conveyed to the Tower. One of his domestics, + 
with muf'h concern, mentioned what the crowd expected. 
The cardinal reprinmnded him for hia cretiuhty and oiheious- 
nes^: " Is this the beat comfort you cau give to your master 
in adversity? It hath alway.s been your inclination to be light 
of credit and ranch lighter io reporting of lies. 1 would have 
you, and all such reporters to know it is untrue, for I never 
deserved to come there, although it hath pleased the king to 
take my liouse ready furnished for his pleasure at this time. 
I would all the w^orld should knoWj I have notlung but it is 
of right for him ; of him I received all I have. It is, there- 
fore^ tit and reasonable to tender him the same again." The 
barge was rowed to Putney, where he landed, and mounted 
his mule. The servants follow^ed; but they had not advanced 
far when a horseman was ditcovered riding down the Mil 
towards them. It; was a mesBenger Irom the kiiig4 sent to 
assure him of unaltered esteem and kindness, and to say that 
the severity which he suffered was caused more by political 



• '* Then my lord colleil all hia office rst before him, and look account v( ull 
thiugs tht^y hnd in tbeir cliiirge. Ami in his gallery were set diTere t&l>]etii| 
upon ivliiph were laiii Jivtrsj and {;;:ieiit store of ricli tiiuffM, wholu pieces of 
eilk i*f »iO colours, vehtjta, Biitiua, duiuEmk^, InfFetiis^ gioffriiiJi«, saranets, trnd 
divern rkli i oniinodities. Also^ thtire weip u lliousaiiii pieces of fitif Ilol- 
land, and ttie bangingB of tbe grtllery T^itli clolb of gold, imd cloth of silver, 
mid licU clolli of Eaudkiu (clolh of silk and gold) of divers colours, which 
were hanged in expectation of the king's coming. Also, on one side of the 
gallery,, were hanged the rich suits of copes of hia own pro^idiugj wijich 
vcere made for hia coUegen nl Oxford and Ipswicii ; they were the richfist 
tbnt ever 1 saw in uU tuy life. Then had he two chambf i-s adjoining to the 
gallery, the one most commoniy ctJled the gilt ckumtwr, Uie other ///t^ itmncif 
chumhtr^ wherein were set two broad and long tiiblcjij whereupon were set 
BMoh rthiindanee of plate of all J^orta, as wa.N almost incredihle to hi- believed, 
a great pait being all of pure gold ; gnd upon everj' table and cui>bonnl 
where I be plate was set, were books importing every kind of plate, and 
every pjeee^ with the contents and weight thereof." — OaviftKiish. 

f ** His treoaurer, 8ir Willi ileu Gaacoigne/* — Cttvmdhh. 

1 ** Sir Heurv NorrtK/' — Cai-fntihh. 
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considerations than by motives of soger or resentment.^ 
** His mffjesty in this," said the messenger, '^ only Allows the 
&dviee of odi^s; and ther^ore your grace should not give 
way to despondency^ but cherish comfortable hopesu'* In the 
surprise and gratitude of the moment, Wobey alighted irom 
hiB mule J and kneeling down on the spot^f lifted up hb hands 
to heaven^ rejoicing that he still poeaesBed so much of the 
king^s affection. He rewarded the bearer of this gratilying 
intelligence with a chain of gold and a precious relic from 
about his neck; J and as a proof to the king of the pleasure 
which his message had aiforded, he sent hira a jester from 
among his train, with whose buffooneries Henry had often 
been diverted. It might be inferred from this incident, that 
the cardinals disgrace was only a stratagem to intimidate the 
pope; but his enemies turned it to their own. advantage^ and 
he was left deserted at Esher.§ 

Buin is doubtless the same to men of all conditions; but 
persons in elevated stations, as they fail from a greater height 
than men of ordinary rank, perhaps suft'er under a more over- 
whelming sense of calamity- Disgrace abo is more acntely 
felt as it is more generally known, and the inter^t of a whole 
people adds an ideal weight to the misfortunes of fallen grcat- 
BesSb Wolsey now stood forth to view confessedly a ruined 
man. Sudden adversit}^ had blasted all liis blushing honours; 



* " In token whereof, he delivcrei] him a ring of gold, ivitb u rich sttme, 
wfaieh ling he km-w verj well, fnr it wan ftlwR^-a thw private token bohveeu 
the king and hini whensoever the king- would hnve luiy s|it;cittl matter des- 
patched at his hands.' — Curviniisfi. 

+ '*Ile would hnve pulled off \n^ nnder enp of velvet, but tsonld not undt> 
the knot under his chin: wherefore mth vicilence he rent the luri^H, uud 8t> 
pullcil it over hin h&ud, and kneeled bitrehended/' — Cnvemiish. 

I ** The cartliual ijresentcd the messenger with ti chuin of gold, al wlaoh 
II pietae of the true cross hung; ?mt it troubled liim much thiit he hml no- 
thing to bend to the king, till at liist, having er^pied in Uih train a hicctious 
atiiurnl, in wliom he took much delight, lie d^'ftircd the lueKHeiiger to present 
him to the kin?:. The fellow, however, did not much relish his promotion, 
for thfi ciirdlna] was obliged to send six of hia ttdlsBl yeomen to carry him 
to court." — Lftrd Herht-rt, 2}J-:J. 

§ " Thus continued my lonl at Asher, tiiree or four weeks, witliOTtt eiEher 
beds, sheetri, table -clotlig, or dishes ti> eat tUeir mefit in, or money where- 
witli to buy any. But there wiv* good store of all kinds of victuals, iind ot 
beer and wine jjlenty ; but iifterwards my lord liarrowed bome plates ttJid 
diahea of the hi whop of Ctirlisle/"— Cflrc/i</ra/(. 
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and, as a sure prognostic of approacMng decay, the ephemeral 
swarms which had lived in his Bhade, disappeared, and left him 
in solitude. Of all affiictioiis which assail the human heart, 
ingratitude has ever given the severest blow; and men who 
have lost the possesision of extensive power are peculiarly 
exposed to the evil. The official dependants of the cardinal 
jnanifcBted the common baseness of political adherentB; and 
none hut his immediate domestics, who partook in the over- 
throw of his fortunes, remained to console their fallen master. 
Bodily suffering would have been rehef to his proud and 
fervent mind; but to be left alone to brood over his disgrace; 
to feel the coldness of deliberate neglect; to be constnous of 
the insolent triumph of his enemies; and, with so liberal a 
spirit, to be deprived of the means of rewarding the faithful 
attachment of hia servants, was a punishment, as he observed 
himself, far worse than death. The agitations of suspense 
gradually subsided into despondency, and he was seized with 
that sickness of spirit which is more fatal to the powers of 
hfe than the sharpest sorrow. Had he been sent to the 
scaffold, he would in all probability have met death with firm- 
ness; but the course which the king pursued, though dictated, 
no doubt, by some remains of tenderness, was that of all 
others against which he was least able to bear himself with 
fortitude.* 



* In the fine moral scene between Wolsey and Crom^ell^ in Heury VX1I.» 
Sliakjipeure uppears to Imve made use of Storer'n poem ; at least tbere in 
Bometliing in tbe lone of the folbwiiig st^anza tliat reminds me of several 
expreBsions in tbe cardiuaJ'^ reflections i- — 

" Jf once we fall, we fall Colossus like, 
We fall at onee like pillars of tlie sun ; 
They thai between our Btritle ilieir «ailf? did strike, 
Miike us sea marks where they tbeir ships do mu, 
E'en they tliat bad by us their treasure won/' 
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BOOK VII. 



^^speritr of Hf^nry'a rctgn diiiinpi' the iKiministratioii of the cardinol^Its 
ijubseqnent cbanicter — Proces^diiigfH of the new ailmiiufitrarirm — Bill for 
the impetichraeHt of Wolsey paased by the lordn, but tlirong^h the exer- 
tions of C'ronnrell thrown ont by the comraoDs — Wolsey indicted — llln 
replie?* to the judge sent with the accusntionj and with a request that he 
should refiijjn York place — Sentence of the luw ])rononuced~His pos- 
sessions and moveflbles foiftited to the crown^ — Hih mldresa to his ser- 
vants on diHiiiissing them — Illness of the Ciirdincd— HiE recovery — He 
in baiiiiilieii to York — SnperBtitions torn of mind canscd by his mihfor- 
lunerf — Procetnls to his diocese — His ha[ipinesH there — Preparations for 
Im instidliUion in the arthiepiscoptd i*ee — Friendly niesHages from the 
king— la mrested for high treason^ — lnter\'iew of Cavendish with liim 
on the day prior to his removal- — His sudden illness at Sheffield park — 
Travels toward London in the ens tody of Sir \W Kingston^ and arrives 
at Leicester— II iH conduct in his iiist momeuts — The king testifies his 
regret for the Iosh of Wtdsey by rew ariling those who had been most 
faithful to hira — His chftmcter. 

Henry VIIL had now reigned upwards of twentjr years with 
great prosperitj and renown. Had lie died before the close 
of the cardinars administration he would biiTO been commemo- 
ratetl as one of the best, as he \yi\& unquestionably one of the 
ablest siTid greatest monarehs that ever wore the crown of 
England- Much of his celebrity would obviously have been 
due to Wolsey; but if princes arc individually blamed for 
the errors and failures of their mmisters, humanity claims 
^m for them the honour of their wisdom and success. As they 
^^p are responsible for the measures of the men whom they employj 
^^ it is but just that they should he allowed the merit of discern- 
I ment when they promote those who maintain the dignity and 

I advance the power of their states. In this respect^ Henry is^ 

L entitled to great praise; for, except by the mission to Maxi- 
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milian in tlie preceding reign, Wolsey was unknown as a 
public character, and had not> by any series of actions or 
particular exploit^ excited a disposition to believe him quali- 
fied for the high offices which he so suddenly obtained. 
Whatever the motives were which induced, the king to confer 
upon him the chief exercise of the royal prt^rogativcs, the 
sagacity by which be perceived his fitness would have been 
admired in the profoundest politician* By presenting the 
cardinal as the miiin 8pring of the government^ he screened 
himself from the clamour against unpopular undertakings; 
and in interposing occasionally to please the people, he ac- 
qnire<l moi'e distinguished applause ; while, at the same time, 
the gi^eat talents of Wolsey justified the confidence which he 
continued to bestow. But from tlie dismissal of the cardinal, 
liis liistory exhibits a new character. Unrestrained by 
deference to the opinion of any other, and no longer fully 
confiding in the abilities of counsellors, whom he was habitu- 
ated to regard as inferior men, Ms arbitrary spirit assumed 
the mastery of the government; and his natural frankness, 
unqualified for the practice of the reserve and procrastination 
which are perhaps essential to the inimagement of public affairs, 
betrayed him into violent courses, which the ready agency 
of the priesthood and the complacency of the parliament 
shamefully facilitated. But such is tlie system of Providence* 
The base propensities of individuals yield beneficial results to 
the species, and particular evils always engender general 
good. To the caprice of Henry VIII. atid the sycophancy of 
his counsellors, England owes the reformation of religion and 
the reduction of ecclesiastical power. 

The cardinal, for more than seven years, had contrived to 
manage the government wdthout parliamentary- odvice. The 
revenue and ordinary resources were adequate to the expen- 
diture, and therefore it was unnecessary to trouble the peers 
and rtjprci^entatives, for pecuniary necessities constitute the| 
motive which induces mitiistera to convene the collective! 
council of the nation. Aftei" the dismissal of Wolsey, parlia- 
ment was assembled, both on account of the stale of thefl 
exchequer, imd the vengeance which the king had vowed 
against the pope for revoking the process to Rome. Except 
in the appointment of Sir Thomas More to the chancery, no 
change had taken place in the administration j yet the coun- 
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seUoiB had the effiroiiteiy to throw upon the cardinal aU the 
hlaixie of the unpopular proeoedings in which thej Lad them- 
aelTes been previously concerned. It u the frequent recor- 
renoe of such examples of public dereliction that sickens to 
disgust, and sours into misantliropy, the feehngs of historians 
in relating the cabals and conspiracies of courts. But the 
ministers of Henry VllL w<*re not inflaenced by those con- 
ddorationd which induced Wolsey to overlook prei^eut ob^ta* 
des in contemplating the consequences of his undertakings. 
They felt not the desire of that renown which can only be 
attained by accomplialiing work^ of utility. They wanted 
that prophetic anticipation of the eSects of existing circum- 
stances, which alone enables statesmen to dignify and even to 
hallow those acts of temporary injustice which seem so often 
mysteriously imposed upon their transactions. They were 
fastened close down to sordid and ,seMsb aims; and their 
views and faculties were limited to momentary expedients^ 
which disturbed^ ivithout altering, the great current of human 
affairs. They procured trom parliament acts which abridged 
the prerogatives of the clergy, in order to munifest to the 
court of Home the resolution of the king to maintiun hia 
royal supremacy. The utility of these measures obviates the 
objection to the morality of the motive; but other laws wci'e 
obtained that have uo such apology. The king had contracted 
debts, and they had absolved him from the payment; and, as 
if the letting loose of delinquents on society could have been 
any compensation to his creditors, or any indemnity to man- 
kind for the public violation of common honesty, a general 
pardon for aU oifences, except the crimes of murder and trea- 
son, was granted. Articles of impetichment were also drawn 
up against the cardinal, characteristic of the folly and wicked- 
ness of the new administration.* He was charged with 
superiority of talents, and surpassing assiduity in business; 
and with being eloquent in discourse, sarcastic to the pre- 
sumptuous, liberal, lofty-minded, subject to the common 
frailties of man, and disagreeable when afflicted with disease, t 

* Lord Herbert, ;j'i5. 

+ Article's qf ImpvachmcHi vxhilnted mfaiHit Cni'dinul Wtthc^ : 

I. Wliereas your f^race and uoble progpintOfH witliin Lbis realm of Kiig- 

Lmd, being kingw of Euglimd, bftve been m frce^ lliut (b«\v have bm] in till 

the world no otber sovereigiij but itnmeditildy «?ubjpct to Almiglity God in 
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The main strength of his enemies lay in the house of lords, 
among the nobility, the prelates, and abbots; and the bill of 
impeachment, in consequence, passed that branch of the 
legislature. But in the house of commons, Thomas Cromwell, 
who had been secretary to the cardinal, so manfully exposed 
the absurdity of the charges, and so powerfully vindicated 

nil things touching the regality of your crown of England, and the same 
pre-eminence, prerogatives, jurisdiction, lawful and peaceable possession, 
your grace and noble progenitors have had, used, and enjoyed, without in- 
terruption of business therefore by the space of two hundred years and 
more ; whereby your grace may prescribe against the pope's holiness, that 
he should not nor ought not to send or make any legate, to execute any 
authority by a line contrary to your grace's prerogative within this your 
realm : now the lord Cardinal of York, being your subject, and natural 
liege born, hath of his high, proud, and insatiable mind, for his own ad- 
Tancement and profit, in derogation and to the great detriment and hurt of 
your said royal jurisdiction and prerogative, and the long continuance of 
the possession of the same, obtained authority legatine : by reason 
whereof, he has not only hurt your said prescription, but also, by the said 
authority leganline, hath spoiled and taken away from many houses of re- 
ligion, within this your realm, much substance of their goods, and also hath 
usurped upon all your ordinaries within this your realm, much part of 
their jurisdiction, in derogation of your prerogative, and to the great hurt of 
your said ordinaries, prelates, and religious persons. 

2. Also the said lord cardinal, being your ambassador in France, made a 
treaty with the French king for the pope, your majesty not Itnowing any 
part thereof, nor named in the same ; and binding the said French king to 
abide his order and award, if any controversy or doubt should arise upon 
the same bet>vixt the said pope and the French king. 

3. Also the said lord cardinal, being your ambassador in France, sent a 
commission to sir Gregory de Cassalis, under your great seal, in your grace's 
name, to conclude a treaty of amity with the duke of Ferrara ; without any 
commandment or warrant of^onr highness, nor your said highness advertised 
or made privy to the same. 

4. Also the said lord cardinal, of his presumptuous mind, in divers and 
many of his letters and instructions, sent out of this realm to outwaid parts, 
had joined himself with your grace, as in saying and writing, " The king 
and 1 would ye should do thus : the king and I do give unto you our hearty 
thanks :" whereby it is apparent that he used himself more like a fellow to 
your highness than like a subject. 

5. Also where it hath ever been accustomed within this realm, tliat when 
noblemen do swear their household servants, the first part of their oath hath 
been, that they should be true liege men to the king and his heirs kings of 
England : the same lord cardinal caused his ser\'ants to be only sworn to 
him, as if there had been no sovereign above him. 

6. And also, whereas your grace is our sovereign lord and head, in whom 
standeth all the surety and wealth of this realm ; the same lord cardinal, 
Jcnowing himself to have the foul and contagious disease of the broken 
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the integritj of his old master, that the commons threw out 
the bill as unworthy of investigation. This circumstance, con- 
sidering the times, and the general subserviency of the house 
of commons to the crown, was the most emphatic eulogium 
that could be pronounced on the long and various administra- 
tion of Wolsey. 

out upon him in divers places of his body, came daily to your grace, rounding 
(whispering) in your ears, and blowing upon your most noble grace, with 
his perilous and infective breath, to the marvellous danger of your highness, 
if God of his infinite goodness had not better provided for your highness : 
and when he was once healed of them, he made your grace to believe, that 
his disease was on imposthume in his head, and no other thing. 

7. Also, the said lord cardinal, by his authority legatine, hath given by 
prevention the benefices of divers pei-sons, as well spiritunl and temporal, 
contrary to your crown and dignity, and your laws and statutes therefore 
provided : by reason whereof, he is in danger to your grace of forfeiture of 
his lands and goods, and his body at your pleasure. 

8. Also, the lord cardinal, taking upon him otherwise than a true coun- 
sellor ought to do, hath used to have all ambassadors come first to him 
alone, and so hearing their charges and intents, it is to be thought he hath 
instructed them after his pleasure and purpose, before that they came to 
your presence, contrary to your high commandment by your grace's mouth 
to him given, and also to other persons sent to him by your grace. 

0. And also, the lord cardinal hath practised so, that oil manner of letters 
sent from beyond the sea to your highness hath come first to his hands, 
contrary to your high commandment by your own mouth ; and also by others 
sent to him by your grace : by reason whereof your highness, nor any of 
your council, had knowledge of no matters but of such as it pleased him to 
show them : whereby your higlmess and council have been compelled, of 
very force, to follow his devices, which oftentimes were set forth by him 
under such crafty and covert meanings, that your highness and your council 
have oftentimes been abused, insomuch that when your council have found 
and put divers doubts and things, which afterwards have ensued, he, to 
Abuse them, used tliese words, " I will lay my head that no such thing shall 
happen." 

10. And the said lord cardinal hath practised, that no manner of persons, 
having charge to make espial of things done beyond the sea, should, at their 
return, come firet to your grace, nor to any other of your council, but only to 
himself : and in case they did the contraiy he punished them there for so 
doing. 

11. Also the said lord cardinal hath gra.nted licences under your great 
seal for carrying out of grain and other victuals, after the restraint hath been 
made thereof, for his own lucre and singular advantage of him and his ser- 
vants, for to send thither ; as he bare secret favour, without your grace's 
"warrant or knowledge thereof. 

12. Also the said lord cardinal used many years together, not only to 
write unto all your ambassadors resident with other princes in his own 
name, all advertisements concerning your grace 's afifairs being in their 

N 
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The impeachment having failed, the cai'dioal was imme* 
diately mdicted on the sixteenth statute of Richard II., for 
having exercij<ed his legatine commission ■wilhoiU the king's 
authority** To the judges who were sent to Esher to* receive 
his answei' to this i^hamele&s accusation^ the reply of Wolsey 
was prond and melancholy. " My lords judges, the liing**| 



■ 



clirur^ : aiid^ iu die ^ame iiis biters, wrore many tilings of liia own Bjiiid, 
witliout your grsce 8 iileasurR kurjwii» eotieeuJiug tU^en* tbiiigH wljicli liuad 
been necessary fur them to know ; but also caused tlieiu to write tlieii- ad- 
verdserjffejitu uuio liim ; fviid of tlje same letters lie usweii to conceal, for tlie 
corapswrnug of liis iiurpcit*!", many UujigH botlifiom nil your olUer couus^Uora 
and from yourself also. 

1^]. And where good hof^pitals have been used to be kept in houses and 
[Jace^ of rt'ligiou of ihia rejiliUj auii many poor people then?by reheved, tht* 
said hfji^pitalitj and relief is noiv dwtayed and not ufit^djimditis eoitmiuuly 
reported that the occasion thereof iy, because the said lord eardinitl haih 
taken such imposition?* of the riik'rs of the smd houses^ as well for his favour 
m ruaking of abbots and priivrf^, as for his vis^itation by his atidioritylega' 
tine : and yet uevcrtbeless taketh yearly tjf sucb religions bouflew Hurb yearly 
ajid continual charges, as tkey be not able to keep boHpiteJity n» tliey were 
used to do ; wLlch ia a great cause that there be so many v^abonds, 
I>e*j:f;ttry, and sliievea, 

I'i. And where the Hamc Htud hu^l nai-dintil said before (be supiJref<sion of 
^iiick bouses as be batlt suppresi^ed, tlxat the possessions of tliem should be 
set to farm amoug your lay Hiibjects, at nuch rtasouable yearly rent as iLey 
should well thereupon live aud ket p j^und lioj^piLality : now the demesne 
possession of the sjune liousc?^ !*ince the suppri^a^ion of them bath been 
tiuneyed, meted^ aud measured by the acre, and be now set above the value 
of the old rent j aud also such as were fai'niei*s hy coveut seal and POpy- 
holderH be put out aud amoved of their farma, or else compelled to pay new 
fine, ooDtrary to all equity and conncience. 

15. iUsu the said lord cardiuid^ sitting among the lords and others of your 
most honourable priyj^ council^ used himself, that if any mnn would show 
bis mind, accordiuf^ to bis duty, contrary- to the opiuion of the swd cardinal* 
he would Jro tuke bim up with bis arcu?ftomable words, tliat tltey were better 
to hold their peace than to speaks so that be would hear no man speak but 
oue or two pjeat personages, so that he would have all the words hiin^^el^. i 
imd consunied much time wiih a hiir tide. 

It). Also the said lord cnudintdT by bis ambition and pride, bath hindered 
and undon" many of your poor subjects for waul of dispalchment of matters, 
for he would no man should meddle hut himself: inaomnch that it hatii 
Ijcen ttrtiniietl by many wise men, tliat ten of the juost wise lUid most e7q>ert 
men in England were not SiUflicient in convenient time to order the matters 
thmt be would retain to himself: and many times he defciTcd the euElini^ of 
matters, becauHe that suitors should attend and uait upon lum, whereof be 
luul Qo small pleasure, that bia boose might be replenished with suitors. 



• Btimet, 77* 
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mgestf knorwedi rigiit well whetlier I hmre offended or oa,. 
in using my legatiae prcrogstiTe^ far tbe whidi I am indieled* 
I hsLTe tbe kiQg*s Heence in mj eofier to show, undfer bis 
band and broad seaL for tbe executing md uang tbsreof in 
most liirge manner, the wbieh now is in tbe bands of mine 
enemies Bat, because I will not stand here to contend with 



IT. Also the said lord rantiEuU. by his mtboritj legaiiae, llalli ii8id« IT 
Helies or «abst«uire, drccased, be halli taken 
rmson vhereof their wBJis be not petibnofld; 
tbem in fear, that vcre maie executory ta 




eanUnal eomtfaioed all ot^naries in England 
jrearly to ccmpotmA wltb bim, or ^se be will ttsar|i half or the whole of their 
jiiiisdiction by preTention, not for good Ofder of the diocese?, bnt to e^on 
CRasure ; for there is neter a poor archdeacon in England, but that be paid 
jesrij to him a poitfon of his living. 

10. Abo tbe said lord cardinal hntb not onlr bj bis nntnie ang^stion to 
the pope sbamefttllr slanderpd many good religions bonsies, and good 
virtuous men dwelling in tLeoi, but also suppressed, bj leaaon thereof, 
above thirty bonnes of religion. And ^here, by authority of bis bulU 
he ffhould not sappress any bouse lUai: had more men of religiou in number 
above the number of sis or seTen. be hatb snpp?e*Red di\ers bo«i-eis that 
hid above the number: and thereupon bath caused divcfS offices lo he 
fotind by Terdict uijtnily* rlint the re!igi(itjs persons so snirpresjied hod 
Tolant^ly forsAkeit their said bonses, wltich ^03 iiutrue^ and so bath eai^ed 
open peiJDjy to be committed, to the high dispktL'iULre of AlMigbty God. 

20. Also the sfiid! lord enxdlnal bath examined divers and many mutters in 
the Chancery, aft *^r judgment tliereof ^ven al the common Jaw» in subversion 
of )'our!ftVr-M,iuid made some persons res tore a^ntothe other paitycoadtmued 
Ihat they had in execution by virtue of the judgriient of the eommon law* 

21. Also tbe said lord etirdina]! hath gniiited many iujimctioii!! by wriU 
and tbe parties never called ttitremito, nor bill put iu agtiinst them ; and by 
reason thereof, direm of your subjectH have been pnt from their lawful pos* 
session of tlieir lands ami tenementi^. And by such means he hath brought 
the more party of tbe snitors of this your realm before bimself, wht'relty he 
and divera of his sen-ants hatb gotten mueh ricbes, and your uubjectii 
snffered great wrongs. 

22. Also the said lord caniiiml, to augment bin great ricbes, bath caused 
divra^ pardons granted by the pope to be H»iS|iended, which couM net be r'- 
Tired tlD the gdd lord cordiniQ was rewarded, and also had a yearly pt'UNion 
of tbe Nmid pardon. 

*23» Also tbe said lord cardinal^ not regarding" your laws nor jiistier, iif 
bis extort power bath put out diter*, and nnuiy tHrmers of bis lands, i*nd 
also patentees of the orcbbiHhoprie of York and nf I he biahopric of Win- 
chester, and of the, abbey of Saint Albans, which bad good and suffteirut 
grant thereof by jour laws. 

24. Also the some lord cnxdinal^ at many dmen when any bousen of re- 
ligion btilb been voidj bath sent bis oSicers lliitber, and with crofly per- 
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Lis majesty, in his own case, I will here, presently before you, 
confess ttie indictment, and put myself wholly to the mercy 
and grace of the king, trnstiag that he hath a conscience and 
reason to consider the truth, and my homhle submission and 
obedience, wherein I might well stand to my trial with 
justice. Thus much may yon say to his highness, that I 




Buasiotis Liith indticed tliem lo eomproiait tlieir election in liim ; ojid before 
be iiiLmed or coufinned any of lUenit lie and iJa servinls receiii'ed jso tnticli 
great gaudsj of tbeni, that iu n utanDer it Liitli been to the undoing of the fionse* 

liTu Al.HO, by liis mithonLy legiiline, the same lord fardiiud hath visited 
the mo^t |)ai't of ibe religions lioiiaeK and colleger of ihls your realm, and 
Lath tmkeii from them the twenty fiftJi part of their livelihuod, lo die great 
extort ion of yowr FinUjeetfi:, and dero^tion of yonr laws and prei ogative, and 
BO law hath been to bear him so to do. 

'2ii. AIho^ when laatterst brtve been near a judgment by process of your 
common law, ihe Hunie lortl cardinal hath not only given and sent iujanc- 
tions to the nurlie«, bnt also sent for yonr jndgef^, ond e^sspre-sly, by threats, 
CDtoniFinded them lo dcl'cr the jndgrncntt to the e\ident aubversion of your 
ittwSj if the jndgtss wonld so liave ceofteti. 

27. And whereas neilher the bishop of York, nor Winchester, nor the 
abbey of St, Albans, nor the profit of hiK legation, nor the benefit of the 
Chancery, nor his great pension out of Fnuice, nor hh wards or other 
inordmate takings could anlbce liinij he hath made his sou Winter to ^pcnd 
seven and twenty hundred ponndK by the year, whieJj he liaketh lo his own 
vmtt uud giveth him not post two hundred pounds yearly to live opon, 

tj8. AIko, whereas the said lord cardinal ilid firsit une unto your grace to 
Lave yonr assent to be U^atc dt latent, promking and solemnly iirotestlijg 
before your inajetity, and before the lords hoih npiritual and temporal ^ that 
he would notliiug do nor attempt by the virtue of his Legacy contrary to 
yonr giaciouf; prerogative or regfdity:^ or to the damage or prejudice of the 
jiurisdjclion of any ordinary, and that by his Legacy no man ehouM be Imrt 
nor offended; nud niion that condition, and no other, he wan admitted by 
your groct! lo be lega^e within tLis yonr resdin : this couditicii he hath 
broken, as is well known to all yonr snbjecls. And when Ihat he ninde this 
proniifie, he was busy iu his snii at Home to visit all the clergy of Knglaiid 
both exempt and nut exempr. 

21}. Albo, npon the suit of the stiid lord cardinal at Home lo have his 
ftuthoiity legatine. lie mode nntiue surmise tcj the pope's holiness tig&inst J 
the clerj^ of your realm ; which vvius, that the regular persona of the said 
clergj' liiul {gHven llieuiiielveB in nprobmu settsum ; which words St. PauJ, 
Tvriling to the Eomans* applied to abominable sin ; which slander lo your 
church of England shall for ever remain in the register at Rome ngninst the 
clergy of this your realm. 

Mh AlhO» the said lord oirdinnl had the more part of the goods of Dr, 
Smith, hile bishop of Lincoln, bis^hop SiLvuge, of York, master Dalhy, arch- 
deacon of Riclimoud, master Tonyers, Dr. HothalL late bishop of Durliam, 
and of l>r. Fox, late bishop of Winchester, conirary to tlieir wills?, and your 1 
laws and jufjtice. 
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whoUj SQbmit myself mider his obedience, in all things to his 
prineeljr will and pleasure, whom 1 never disobeved or re- 
pugned, but was sdwajs contented and glad to please him 
before God, whom I ought most chiefly to have belie ve<l and 
obeyed, whereof I now repent. Yet I most heartily desire to 
have me commended unto his majesty, for whom I shall during 

31. Also, m the Ojei ami Terminer of Yotk, proelumtUioti wrs nuule tliat 
everj man BLoald pat in llieir bilb for extortion of ordiuaries : lusd wliem 
divers hilla were put in aL^;:aiDsC tlie officens of tlie said lord cardinal of rx- 
tonion, for uikiiig iirehej»etice in die pound for umbaiiou i^f testaments, 
whereof diTcrs bill* were found before justice Fiti Herbert mid other com - 
missioners, the said lord cardinal removed tlie sAid indictments into the 
Chancery by eertiorari, and rebuked the said Fiiz Herbert for the sam* 
cause. 

32. Also the said lord canlinal hath hitsied himself^ and endeavoured by 
crafty iind ontrue tides to make dissonsion and debate amongst your noblea 

"of your realoi, which is ready to be proved, 

3'). AIko ihe siiid Innl eardiiml'si officers have divers times compelled yonr 
subjects lo serve him with curls for eajriiige, aud also his Hervaut* brt\e laken 
both corn and cattle, fisli, and all other victual, at your grrace's price, or 
under^ iw though it had lieeii for your grace, which h contrary to your lawt*. 

34. Also the said lord cardinal hotli misused bim$ielf in your most honour- 
able court p in keeping of as jrreat estate there in your absence, ivs your grace 
wotild have done if you had been there present in your own person. 

S^i. Also, his servants, by virtne of your commi3>.iou tinder your broad 
seal by him to them given, have taken cattle and oil other victual, nt u,s low 
a price m your purveyors have done for your grace by your prerogative, 
against the laws of your realm., 

3il. Also, where it hath been accnstoraed, that your purveyors for your 
honourulde houKehnlcj hme had yearly out of your town and liberty of St. 
Alban.H three or four huudrefi quarters of wheat ; truth il iw, that since Ihe 
lord CLirdiniil had the room of abbot, your siiid piu-veyors could not lie siiflered 
by him and Inn officers lo take any wheat laitbiu the said town or liberties. 

37. Also, he hath ilivei-n times given injunction to your servautH, th*H 
have been for causes before him in the Star Chamber^ that lhey,f nor other 
for themf should make hiboiu- by any manner of way^ directly or indirectly, 
to your grace, to obtain your grace's favour or pardon, which was a pre - 
snmpttious intent for any huhject. 

38. Abo the said lord cardinal did csdl before him sir John Stanley, 
knight, which had taken a farm by convent-seal of the abbot and convent of 
Chester, and afterwards by his |jower and mig:ht, contrary to right, com- 
mitted the said sir John Stanley to the priwon of Fleet by tlie wpuce of one 
year, unto such time as he compelled the said sir .kvhn to release his con- 
vent-seal to one Lcghe, of Adlington, which Toarried one Lark't* daughter, 
which woman the said iord cardinal kept, and hail with Uer two children t» 

* 1 have not been able to learn what became of his son ; btit by a letter 
in the British Museum his daughter appears to have been a nun in a con- 
vent in Shaftesbury. 
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my iife pray to God to send Mm much prosperity^ honour, 
and victory over his entimies/' 

Mr. SheOejj one of the judges, then said that it was the 
king*fi pleasure to demand York Place,* tbe archiepiscopal 
residence in Westmiiister: " And that ye do pass the same 
according to the laws of this realm, his highness hath sent 

wJtereDpon tbe Kaid sir John Stanley, iipou dlBpleasure taken in Ms heart, 
nuuk liiiuHelf mouk in WV-stmiunier, and ihpre di^d. 

'69* Also, ou a time your gruce heing at St. AlhanSt acfordiDg to the 
anciezit ciiHiom used within yonr verge, your clerk of lUe market doing his 
office, <hd prettent unto ymir officers of your mo^t honoural>le household the 
prices of all iniiuHer of Tictnid^ within the precinci; of the verge. And it 
was commaiideii by your said officers to net vy the sait! prices fcnth on tbe 
gates of your honourable household, luid al«o witMu the niarket-iilace m th* 
town of St, AlhanK, iw of iuicieiit custom it hiith been useil. And the lord 
curdiiial, heitriuf,' the sanne, pnesumptnoui^ly, and not like a subject, eunsed 
<he aforegfiid prices, which were seized witli yottr gTaetf\s seal, nccuntomably 
used for the same, to he taken oft', and iiiillecl down in tlie said inarket-pliice 
where I key weri; net up, aiid in t]ie siuue places set up his own prices sealed 
with his seal, aod would ^^ if it had not been letted,, (opfos^d*) in sem- 
IdaLle injuiner have usf li your se^d standing u|Jt>u your gates : and also 
would of Ilia presumiuuous mind have openly set in the stocks within your 
said town your clerk of yonr market : by which presumption ituti usnrpatii 
your grace may perceivct Uiat in Iii.^ heart he hatli reptUed himself to iNS? 
e^ual with your myal naajt nty. 

4(1 Also tbe said lord cardinal ^ of his fiirther pompons and pregntn|itnait8 
mindf lialb eiitciprizcd to join and imprint the cordiuara Imt under yoiix axma 
in your coin of gi-oata made at your city of York, ivhicli like deed hatli notheen 
seen to have been doue by any suLjett within your iHnlni before thin time, 

41. Al-Ho, where one sir Ed. Joneji, clerk, pai-son of Crowley, in the 
county of Buck^, in tlie eighteenth year of your most noble reign, let his said 
paiHonugc, with all titbes jinii other profits of tbe aauie, to one ^Villiimi John- 
son, by indenrure for ceitain yetu-s, Hi[bin which years tbe denn of tbe siiid 
cardiual's college in Oxfurti pi eiended title to a certiiin portioii of tithes within 
tlie snid pari-OTmget Rupposiug the fcaid port ion to belong to the parsonage of 
Cliiciielly, wliich was appropriated to the priory of TicMord lately KUppressed, 
where (of truth) the piirsonH of Crowley have been peaueably posweftued of 
the fitud f ortiou tiiue out of mind ; wbereupon a suhpcuna wa=5 directed to the 
Koid JohUHon to nppear before the said loriil cardinal mt llampton-conrt, out of 
any term, with an injnnction to suffej" the said dean tn occupy (he staid por- 
tion* Wherenpcm the Sftid Johnson appeared before the Hjud hjid cardinrU at 
Hampton- CO urf, wheie. without any bill, the said lord cardinal committed 
him to the Fleet, where he remained by the Kpiiee of twelve weckF, because 
he woidd not port with the said portion. And, at tlie last, upon a reco- 
gnizance made tbathe shoiiM appear before tliesnid lord cardinal whensoever 
he WBB commandedt hs wa» delivered out of the Fleets howbeit as yet thA^ 




^VhiteholL 



WOLSST DEPEIYED OF YORK PUICE. 



ISS' 



icft all his judges and learned conn^ to know tbeir opiaions 
for your asstiraooe tbexeof, who carefoUj resolved that jour 
^raoe must make a recognizance, aad before a judge ac* 
knowledge and confess the right thereof to belong to the 
king and hid suecesaors, mod so his highness shall he a^iired 
thereof. Wherefore it hath pleased the king to send me 



smd portion is so kept &otD him thak he dare not den] wiiii it, 

42, Also, where one Marim BoeoAiA hiid « letise of the mi&Qor of B«lsiill« 
in the conntj of WiuTddk, for lemi of ceitAin years, im injunetiou caine to 
liim ont of the Chancery by tmt, upon piiiu of a thousand pounds, tlmt he 
should avoid tlie po^se&^iun of the s^ame manor, and sulTer Sir George 
Tkroekmorton, knight, to take the jiroGis of the smm niAiior to the time 
Ihe maitieT depending in the Chaneery between the lord of St. .John's und 
the smd Dncowra was iliscti;S&ed. And yet the said Docowra never made 
aztswer in tlje Chmicery, nor ever was called into dje (.'hajicerj- for that 
nmtter ; and now of late lie hath ret-^i^^d a like injunotiou upon puiii of two 
thoufifind pounds, contruTT,- to tlte com^e of common law. 

■ii). Also, whereas in the parliament chamber, and in open parliament, 
eonimmiicatiou aud dences were had iiud moved, wherein mention was bj 
an incident miMle of matters touching h(eresies imd t'lTimeous sects^ : ii was 
spoken imd reported by one bishop there bting: presetitt and coniinned by a 
good nurober of the ^nme bishops, in presence of idl the lords tipiiitital as^ 
tempord then assembled, thmt two of the paid bishops were minded luid 
desired to reimir imto the aniyersity of Cambriilge for exuimu^Uioii, refonna- 
tiou, and coiTCction, of such errors its then seemeil, and were reported to 
reign among the ^itmlents und wcholars of iIip suuie. as well touching the 
Lntheran secis and opinions as otherwise : tlie lor^l cardinal, iiirnrmcd of 
the pfood minds and iuteots of tlie snid two bishopj?! in tliat bcludf, expresalj 
inhibiieil and coiiiJiiainded them in no wise so to do. liy nieana whereof, 
the some errors, tis tbey nfflniiedj crept more ivbroad^^iutd took greater place; 
sayiugj jfurthermore, that *twas not in ihcir defaults thmt the said heresies 
were not punijihed, but in the said lord cju-dlnal, and that 'twnK no reason any 
Idafiie fir lack should be pfivfU to tliem for Ms oflentie. Wht^reby it evidently 
appeareth. tliat ihe said lonl cjirdinuJ, besides all other his heinous ofFeijcesH 
hath been the impciicher and disturber of due and direct t^orrectiuii of 
heresies, bein^ hi^dily to the danger find peril of the wlnde body* and good 
Cliriatiiiu peojde oi' ihia your realm. 

iiL FintLlly, fumsmncli as by the ftforesaid articles is eviilently declared 
to yonr most imal ranjcsty, lliiit the lord cJireliuiil, by his outrageouM piidts 
hath t;:reatty shadowed a longf sciisou your grace's houour, which ik woHt 
highly to be regarded, and by his iusbitiable avoi-ice and ravcuoua appetite 
to haTC riches and tretisure without niPtisure, hath so giii^vously opprcBstnl 
your poor subjects with so manifold cndia of bribery mid cxtorliou, that tho 
tiommotiwealth of this yonr p^royea reEdm is thereby j^eittly decayed and iui- 
poverished : and also by liis i^ruelty, iniquity, aiTt^ctiou, uiul paniulity* hulli 
ambvcrted the due eonnse aud order of your grnce^n laws to tht? undoing of 
a greut inunber of your loving peopTle. 

Please it your moat royal majesty tlieiiefore, of your excellent goodnesn 
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hither to take of you the recognizance, having in your grace 
such attiatice that you will not refuse to do so. Therefore, 
I do desire to know your grace*^ pleasure herein.'* '* Master 
Shelley," said Wolsey, "1 know the king of Ids own naturc is 
of a royal spint, not requiring more than rea.«ioii shall lead 
hira to by the law. And therefore I counsel you, and all 
other judges and learned men of iiirf eouncil, to put no more 
into his head than the law ;vdiich may stand with conseienee^ 
I^Tien ye tell him this is law, it were well done were ye to 
tell him also, this is not conscienee; for law without eon- 
seienee is not fit to be ministei*ed unto a khig by his eouncll, 
nor by any of his ministers; for eveiy council to a king ought 
to have respect to conscience, before the rigour of the law: 
/mi.s esf faeere quod deceit no?i quod licet The king ought, 
of his royid dignity and prerogative, to mitigate the rigour of 
the law^ where conscience hatli the most force j and, therefore, 
in Ids place of equal justice, he hath constituted a Chancellor 
to order for him the same: and, therefore, the court of 
Chancery hath been commonly called the Court of Conscienee; 
for that it hath jurisdiction to command the law in every 
case to desist from the rigour of allegation. And now I say 
to you J Master Shelley, have I a power, or may I with con* 
science give that aw'ay which is mine only for me and my 



towai*^ils the weal of tJiis yoiir realmr ftntl j+nbjecta ftf the fiiime, to set siirh 
order and dii-<?ciioii upon the said lurd cftrdiual, ns mny be to the terrible 
example of others to Ije^vare so to offend jour ^nce imd vonr laws hpreafler ; 
and tliut he be so provided foi\ that lie nevpr have any jiower, jurisdiction, 
or authority, hereafter, to trouble, vex, luid impoverish the coiimi on wealth 
of this jour realm, tis lie baih done heietolore, tu the great hitrt lUid dtiniag:e' 
of every luiui iJtnoftt high and low, whifh for your grace bo doing; will daily 
pmy, ttH their duty is, to Aliuighly God for the prosperous estate of your 
most royal majesty, long to endure in honoitr and good health, to the |de&- 
sure of God, and your heart's mo^st desire. 

Subscribed the Hrst day of December, the Slst year of the reign of our 
sovereign loid king Henry the eighth. 

T. Mob 15. 

T. KOBFOLR. 
C. SOPFOIili. 
T. DOHSET, 

H. OxuN* 

John OxEXi'o&D. 

G» SHBEWaBUBV. 
B. FiTZ WATER. 



T^ lioeiiFORn. 
T* Dasct. 
W. MaitKTJOY. 
W. SAsnY«. 

W. FltifiW^ILLIAM, 

Henby Guildford. 
Anthony Fttzhebbsbt.. 
John Fitzjam es. 
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LSfaelkj, "" there kM 
the king's gi«ii 
power, it may the better stand with cx>nsci€iice^ since that hia 
is saffident to recompense the church of York with tlie 
doable ralae." " That I know well,'' said the cardinal; ^ but 
here h no j^uch condition, only a bare and simple departure 
with others' ri^htj. If every bishop should do so, then might 
every prehue give away the patrimony of the chiux:h, which is 
none of his, and so, in process of time leave notliing for their 
successors to maintain their dignities^ which would be but 
little to the king's honour. Howbeit, let me see your com- 
misdon.^ Upon its being shown him: ** TeU his highness,** 
said Wolsey, "that I am Im most faithful subject and obedient 
beadsman, whose command I will in nowise disobey, but in 
all things ful^ hu pleasure, as yon, the fathers of the kw, say 
I may. Therefore, I charge your conscience, and discharge 
my own. Howbeii, show his majesty from me, that I must 
desire his majesty to remember, that there is both a heaven 
and a hell." And therewith the clerk was called in, who 
wrote the reeognizanee,* with which the judge returned to 
London. 

The deelaration was received ns the confession of his offenoe^ 
and the sentence of the law was pronounced. All his possea- 
sions and moveables were forfeited to the crown; but he was 

• *' "Hie bishop of BajronDe, wbo paid the conLiual a lisit of comtniBenttioii 
At tltia perioil, gives tlie following affecting piotiire of Im dir^treaa : ' I \M\e 
been to see the cartiiual in bis trooble, where 1 found in hini tHie gri'ftlest 
exAraple of fortune whicli vras ever bebehl. He set forth bin case to mi* in Oio 
worst rbetoric I ever lieard^ for beiirl tuul tougtie both foiled Lim entirely; ha 
wept bitterlVt find prayed to God tbnt the kiug aiitl maJauie miKhl have pily 
upon biin, if tbcy found that be hod liept to them Im promise lo bit ibeir 
good aud tnie servant, to the utmoi^t of his liouonr and power ; but, all the 
wlule, be said to me, that was of better eifeel than his puor visugc", which 
hm fallen away to bulf itn wonted siz*?. 1 pronuse yon» my lord, that bin 
fortune is such thttt iiis enemies, English though they be, cannot but feel 
pity for hiin, thoogh, n[>ne the lessi^ they will not foil to jwrseonte him to 
the end ; he sees no means of i^aft'ly, nor I neilhert nnlefi» it please the kiug 
iind mailame to aid liim» He asks not either the legacy, or the broad neft], 
or bis old credit; he Is ready to ^ve up everything, even liown lo his shirt ; 
and to live in a herraita^f?, so that the king will not hold him tn diagnaoe. 
1 did all 1 could to comfort him, hut had small succesa therein/ "^-JoHh 
Ih'beHaz, Bishop of Bayomie, 
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not, as tlie law commands, committed to prison.* The fate 
of his colleger gave him most pain. Ho had indulged a fond 
expectation that they would haT?e been his monuments with 
posterity, as a patron of knowledge, and a benefactor to his 
<*ouotry; bat tliey too were contiscated* He wrote to the 
king, humbly, as on his knees, and with weeping eji-s, to 
spare the college at Oxford, No answer was retiirnetL| 

Cromwell, who, in the house of commons, had so ably 
defended him, acted with auch open and manlj intrepidity in 
the cause of his deserted master, that lie won the esteem of 
all parties. Being on a visit of consolation to him at Esher, 
he one day took ofeasion to mention^ that no provision had 
been made for several of the servants who had proved them- 
selves very faithful, and had never forsaken kim. " Alas!** 
replied the cardinal, *• you know that I kave nothing to give 
them, nor to reward you." Cromwell then proposed that the 
cardinars chaplains, who had been preferred to rich honefices 
by his influence, should, with himself, contribute a little 

• " After my lord htwl slipped ihiit iiigbtj and all men gmie to bed^ htsvag 
All-lMdlowue duy, *djotn midiii^lil, one of tlie porters i^aioe to ray clijunber 
dofu', and knocki^il lliPre ty waky nie. And being once uwjike, aiid per- 
cblvhig wbo Wtts tbeiT, I itsked hiui, wbat he w^niltl Jiavfi at tiiiit rime of 
the Ttiglit ? * Sir/ qoorb be, ' iberc be a gnnl imniber of botsemffii Rt tlie 
gatc!^ tba: woidd come in, saying that it is sir Jolm Eu^scl, luid so it 
fl$]}efirs by bis voice ; and wlnil in your pleasure tlmt I slioidd do T suid h«» 
* Mfmry,' quotb I, * go down ag^uiit, mid make a gieat lire iu your lodpe, 
until I come, to dry tliem f for it rHini d all tbat itight otust vebemenlly, 
«s it did at lyjy time Ibe year before. Then 1 aii>«e and made me ready, 
and put on my nigbt-gowB, and cuqib to tlic fn^tes, aud asked wiio vcaa tbere. 
Willi that Mr. Kiiasel Kpake to me, whom I knew rigbt well, and 1 eansed 
die pcates to be set ojitio, aiid let ibem all come in, wbo were wet to tlic very 
Stkin. 1 Cktused Mr, KuHKel to g^o into ibe porter k lodge to tbe tire to dry 
lum ; luid lie sboweil me that be was come from tbe king mnlo my lord in 
message, witli wliom be reqitired me to epeak. * Sir,' quotb I. * I irostyour 
news be good.' * Yea, and »o I prwiniwe you on my fidelity ; and so teU liimt 
tbttt I buve brouf^iit liim audi news aw will plense bim right well.' * Well 
tlicn^ I wiU go,' quorli J^ ' and A-rake Idiai, nnd caose Mm to rise,' I went 
incontinent to my lord'B chamber door, aud knocked tbere, ^^o ibnt my lord 
>!pttke to me, and jowkt^d me wbat I would bave. Willi tlittt I told bim of 
the coming of sir Jobii KuHsel ; tuid tbpii be callewl up to him one of bis 
groouiH to let me in ; luid wlien I w as come to bim, I told bim agiiiu of the 
journey tlmt sir Jobn Rnss^l bad token that troublesome nigbt, * I pray 
iicki ali be for tbe best,* quotli be. ' Yes, «tr,' quoth I, * be sbowed me, end 

t Lord Herbert, page 359. 
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£ar Ite support of the ^oow^acs; uid il ns ^i«ed 
tkat^ as tlie fccnm of tbe kingV ^iriMir was mMMoenam^ it m 
neoe^aiy to reduce tbeir Doniber. Tbe aerrito wmgn^ tWre> 
fon^ SBODBOoed into tbe haM^ wit the npper end of wlueh stood 
WoIkj in liis fNNittfiGil wwibm, attended by tbe diapbuus and 
^liioen of hts hDiiaBlMild, witfi iHKm h% oamiiiQed in ooik 
venation till the wbole wei« aiseaibM. TWniiig to addr«a 
them^ he panned far a Jnoment The fl^t of bo many fai^fnl, 
tboDgli humble frienda» powerfuUj toudied his fedings* and 
fa- Bome time he was unable to speak. The tears started 
into hia ejes^ and the aei^ants, pereeiviiig his emotion, gave 
wajr to their own sorrows. When he had recovei\»d Irom his 
agitation, and aknoe was r^ored, be spoke to them in the 
following nminir: — ^Most faithful gentletiien, and trw^ 
hearted jeom^i, I do not lament to see you about me^ but I 
lament in a manner a certain ingratitude on my behalf towards 
yon all^ in whom hath been a great default, that in niy 



so luule me tell joa, tlint be had Tiroiiglit Kuch iiewft, tts yon wuuI4 gr^ntly 
rejoice iliereat/ * W«ll then/ qiSoUi Ue, * <lod he |inu»edf and wfikonia he 
his grHC« ! Go je iind fetch Min to tD», and by thm time I will Ix* wt^dj to 
taUi with him/ 

** Theu 1 returned into tbe lofly;^. and lironglit Mr* Bttsad froui thamt nolo 
jnj lord who lind cast nbcmi him bis nigkt-gxjwn. And wlien Mr. HuAsel 
WAS cmne before hiio, be most bunibly revei^iiced bini, upon lii.^ iKiiewi, 
whom mj lonl stooped uuto^ and took bim up, niid btiie btiii wrli^omi, 
* Sir,' qnotk he, • the king commendetlt biio unto yon ;* «nd delivenjd liiA 
a great ring of j;ald witb u tarquoh for a tt^ken : ' iiuil v, iUed ini* to bid yon be 
of good dbeer ; for be lovctb you as well as <?vtr be did, and ii* aoiry for your 
ttouble, wbo?e mind ruunotb in neb itpon yon. lusoniiieli tliiil bofoit* bis 
grace tilt down to !<ujipei\ be t^jilkd me iiiito bim, und de*<iird mc »o tnki' tlie 
paiWi sfcreily to vmi you, und to comfort you ilie besi of my pnwt^r. And 
sir, I biive bad tlie soreil jonmey for so liiile a way, tlnit ever 1 JiOil to my 
remenibriiiicc/ 

" My lord tlmnkcd kim for bia paias ajui f*c>od newK, ntnl iletuiindoil uf hlra 
if be lind Kupjied ; jujiI be siudt * Nay.* * Widl tbeu** qnaili my lovd^ * t^nuNo 
tJje CNiolu* to prtivide sump meat for bim ; and cause a rbuwilwr to Iw pro- 
Tidetl for 111 m, ihut bi^ muy take liis rost dwbib^ upon a liid/ All Vtliioh 
commmidiucnt I ftibillod, iind in tbe meuii time my lord and Mii&lcr IhiHHi^l 
wtiv ill sf^cret cruiimuuiciiiion ; lUitl in tbe eud, ^Ijiwter Kussit'l wtnl to U\h 
diamlwr, faJting bis leave of ray lord, jukI Hoid la* vvoubl ttury but a vvldlfl, 
for be would l»e ul tbe conn at Creenwicb uf^iin btibrij day, atul wiuild itot 
for any tluug tlial it were known tliat be bad hmn witli my lord that tiiffbt. 
And so beifig iu bi.n cbambfir, baving; a .smull rcpitst, be rented liiui ii whlln 
upon u beil, wbile ]m sei vauLs supped mul dried tbeiu ; unil tliat ibuiu^ 
ineonlinent be rode nway ngoin vfith speed lo tlie court/' — Caitttfiiah, 
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prosperity I have not done bo much for you nks I might liave 
done, eitlier in deed or word, whieh lay in ray powei' then to 
do; but then I knew not the jewel and special treasure I had 
in my house of you niy faithful servants; hut now experience 
hath tanght me, and witli the eyes of my discretion I do well 
perceive the same. There was never thing that repented me 
more that ever 1 did, than dotli the remembrance of my greati 
and most oblivions negligence and unkind ingratitude, that I 
have not promoted, preferred, or advanced you all, according 
to your demerits, Ho\vbeit, it is not unknown unto you all, 
that I was not so fully furniiahed of tempornl promotions in 
my gift as I was of spiritual preferments. And if 1 should 
have preferred you to any of the king's officers, then should 
I have run in the indignation of the king^s servants, who 
would not much let to report behind my back, that there 
could no office in the king's gift escape the cai'dinal and his 
servants, and thus should I have run in open slander before 
all the world. But now it is come to this pass, that it hath 
pleased the king to take all that ever I have into his hands, so 
that I have nothing to give you; for I have nothing left me buti 
my bare clothes upon my back, the which are simple in com* 
parison to that I had- Howbeit, if H might do you any good, 
I would not stick to divide the same among yoii, yea, and the 
skin of my back too, if it might countervail any value among 
you. But my good gentlemen and yeomen, my trusty and 
faithful servants, and of whom no prince hath the like, I 
shall require you to take some patience with me awhile, for I 
doubt not but that the king, considering my suggested offence 
by mine enemies, which is put against me, to be of small 
grief or hurt, for so great and sudden an overthrow, "will 
shortly restore me to my living, so that I shall he more able 
to divide my substance among you, whereof ye shall not lack. 
For whatsoever shall chance hereafter to be an overplus and 
superfluity of my revenues, at the determination of my yearly 
account, it shall be distributed among yon. For 1 will never 
during my life esteem the goods and riches of this world any 
otherwise than which shall be sufficient to maintain the estate 
that God hath and shall call me unto. And if the king do 
not shortly restore me, then will 1 write for you, either to 
the king, or to any nobleman within this realm, to retain 
your service; for I doubt not but tbe king, or any nobleman 
within this realm, will credit my letter in your commendation. 
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Therefore, in the meantime, I would advise you to repair 
home to your wives, such as have wives; and some of you 
that have no wives to take a time to visit your parents in 
the country. There is none of you all but would, once in a 
year, require licence to see and visit your wile, and other of 
your friends: take thb time, therefore, in that respect, and 
in your return I will not refuse you, to beg with you. I 
consider tliat your service in my house Imth beeu such, that 
ye be not apt to ^erve any man under the degree of a king; 
therefore, I would advise you to serve no mnn but the king, 
who I am sure will not refuse you* Tlierefoi^*, I shall desire 
you to take your pleasure for a month, and then ye may 
come again, and, by that time, I tru^t the king will extend 
his mercy upon me." 

The apprehension of retaliation often engenders in the 
minds of aggressors sentiments which resemble tlie workings 
of revenge, and base spirits, when they have happened to 
injure, often deliberately continue to pei-secute. The enemies 
of the cardinal combined to prevent the king from ever 
seeing Mm again, and continued to mortify his proud heart 
in the hope that innocence, provoked by injustice, would 
betray him into some imprudent expression of indignation. 
Henry himself has indeed been suspected of sanctioning their 
cruelty^ from a vicious principle of policy, in the expectation, 
that as Wolsey disregarded popular clamour^ he might, for 
the restoration of his grandeur, not scruple to sustain even 
the obloquy of the Roman consistory by pronouncing tlie 
sentence of divorce. But he ought to have known his lofty 
character better, and that the love of fame, wiiich renders 
public men incorruptible, though nearly allied to the love of 
power and splendour, never admits rank into comparison 
with reputation. The treatment which the cardinal received 
wounded witliout irritating. The eagerness with which his 
former associates endeavoured to rise on his ruins^ — the 
neglect of those who had shared his bounty — ^the abortive 
assurances that he had received from the king* — and the con- 

♦ Sturer, iu mtikiu^ Iiira tlescribe Itis feelings after lib full, usts one of 
tlie mot?! pallietici raid original imagtts in poetry : 

'* I am the tomb where that aiTection lies, 
That was the closet where it living kojit ; 
Yet, wise men say, Affection never dies, 
No, but it tnriTs ■ and, when it long hiuli slept, 
Looks heavy like the eye that long buth trepl." 



* 



190 



LIFE OF CARDINAL W0L8KT, 



viction that, witliout beiiij^ restored to favour, lie never could 
be able to contrndiet tht; wilful misrepresentation which was 
daily niJide of his purest intentionSt hut muBt transmit a 
blemished and defaced cliaracter to posterity, eorroded kis 
feelings to such a degree that his life was despaired of. 
Henry, being iufermed of bia indiispoaition, inquired of one 
of the court phyaiciana, "^ who had professionally visited Esher, 
what was the matter with the cardinal, and learning that it 
arose from dejection, struck the table violciitly with his hand, 
exclaiming — " Marry, I would rather lose twenty thousand 
pounds than that lie should die ! make you haste, therefore^ 
with as many as are of your profession abHOut the court:, and en- 
deavour to recover him."i- He then took from his hnger a 
ring charged with a ruby, on which his own head was 
ecgraved, and sent the doctor with it and many kindly 
asiiurance^ to the cardinal; and he ordered Anne Boleyn, who 
happened to be present, to send also some token of her re- 
gard; and she submissively obeyed, giving the doctor a I 
golden tablet from her side, wliieh she requested him to] 
dehvei* from her^ iSoou after, Wolsey was regularly par- 

* *' Dr, Butts."— C«t£?ii</ia/i.. + Godwin's AoaalSi 03, 

+ *' j\t fliristtjuia lie fell ven- sore sit-kj most likely to die. Wliereof tUel 
kin^ being ath eriisi d, m tu* very sorrr. aiid went Botiioi Buttei?!^ his pbyFicijin^ J 
unto biin, to see in what staltf he wn». Doctor Bnttea came unto him, find* 
iug" liim lyinf? very sick in his bed ; und perceiving the danger rehinied to 
the king. Of whom the king demanded, saying, * Have yon si^en yonder 
man?' 'Yeft^ sir,' fjtioth he, 'How do yon liky him?' qnoth the king, 
* Sir/ (jnolb be» *if yo«i will have bim dead, 1 warrjint him he will be tWad 
within Lhesf four days» if h«? receive no comfort from yon shortly* tirid Mtk. 
Anite.' * Marry/ quoth tlie king, ' Cod forbid tlitit he. sboitld die, 1 prny 
yoLi, miLster Duitos, go again unto him, and do your care unto hiiiii ; for T 
would not lose him for twenty tbousftud fmunds.' ' Then must your giiu^e/ 
quoth master ButtBS» ' pend him first Bome comfortable message, a.s shortly 
as you can/ * Even so I wiU/ quoth the kiufr, * by yo?t. And t!ierefoT& 
make speed to him again, and ye shall deliver him this ring from me, for a 
token/ (in. the which ring was the king h image, engraved within a ruby, n» 
like the kinpf as cotild be diiviaeii). ' This ring he knowelh right well, for 
he gave me the same ; and tell him, tbat I am not offended with biin in my 
heart nothing at all, and that shall he know fihortly. Therefore bid bim 
pluck up his iieajt, and be of good comfort. And 1 charge you come not 
firom bim, until ye have brought him out of the danger of death/ Then 
8p«tke the king to Mistress Anne Boleyne^ saying, * Good sweetheart. I pray 
you, as ye love me, send theeardinal a token a: my desire, with tomfortable 
words J and in so tiomg ye aliall deaerve our lliauka/ She not being dis- 
posicd to offend the king, would not disobey his loving request, vvhutsoever 
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doned* and replaced in the see of York, vrjtfa a pension of a 
thoDsand^arks per annum from the bishopric of Winchester; 
and Henry, unknown to the privj council, restored to« him 
phite and effects to the value of more than six thousand 
pounds.f These unejcpeeted testimonies of affecdou essen- 
tially contributed to his recovery; and having been allowed 



in Lcr he«rt she intended towards tbe eArdlniU ; hut took incontmem her 
tablet of gi>ld» tbiil hwtig ai her girdle, and deliverefl it to Master BnUes, witU 
vary gentle and conLforlahle words. And so Aia.st«r Biitte& departed vrith 
speed to Eslier ; after whom the king sent doctor Cromer tlie Scot, doctor 
C1eiiH?iitf nnd doctor Wottoo, to consalt with ^raster Biities for luy lord'* 
recovery* 

" After that Mai^ter BttUes hud been with my loni, and delivered tlie kiiij^ 
uid MistresB Anne^s tokettH unto him^ with tUe most eomfortahle words that 
lie could devise oa the king's and mistress Anne s helialf, Le rejoieed not ti 
little, and advanced him»elf on hh hed, aud received the tolienn most joy- 
fully, thanking maatei Btittes for his pains and good comfort. Master 
Bnttcs told him, furthermorei that tlie kiiig'M jdfni>nre was, tliat hp j^houlil 
minister nnslo him for liin heiiltb : and to join with lum^ for the better and 
most assiircil ways, he huih sent hiilicr doctor Clement» doctor Cromer, anil 
d(»etor Wotton. * Therefore, my lord,' quoth he, *it wet« well done ihey 
were culled in to visit you, und lu consult >vi(h them, and to have their 
opinioni* of yonr diaease, trttsting to Almighty God that we shall, through 
hia i^xet and htlpi ease yon of your pains, mid rid you of your infirmilie^s/ 
To tliis iiuition my lord wa<t coiitented to he«r ilieir judj,'menta : for he 
intBled more to doctor Cromer than to aU the rent, becan^e be was rhe very 
man to bring him from Paris into Enj^land, and ^ve liim partly hii* i^xlii 
hition in Pads. Then when thej were eome inio }ds chirniber, and iiai 
talked with him, be took npoji him to debate hiis dii^eaae learnefHy, so thnt 
Ihey might percciTe that he wns seen in that art. After they had taken order 
for their ministration, it was not long ere they brought him ont of daii|feri 
and wiibin fonr days (hey set Itim on his feet, and got Lim a stomach to 
meat. All tbi;;* done, aini he in a rig'ht good way of amendment, they took 
theu' leave to depart, to whom my lord offtu^d lo eueh of them bin reward ; 
the whitih tljey refused, saying, that the king ha<l given them a. special com- 
mandment, that tliey should take of liim nothing fr>r their pains and miniw- 
tratloii; for at their return Le himself wonid sufficiently rewiu'd them of liis 
own costs : and with great thanks tliey departed, and left my lurd in good 
jitAle of recovery."^ t'tt^^tv^j^/^^/i!. 

• Feb, 1% Ifim, 

+ Sehednle of the king'j* presents to the cnrdinnL 

" The money, goods^ and chattels, given by the king*s grace to the lord 
c^rdinid : — 

'* First, in ircady money, £3000, 

*' Then, in plate, 9565 oz. And J, at 3,*. M, the oz., amounleth to £17ri^> 

" Then, divers apparel of household, aa hangings, bedding, drspcrj, and 



192 



LIFE OF CARDINAI- WOLSEY. 



permiiisionj whea he resigned the palace at Hsimpton, to 
reside in Richniond oastle, he ventured to t^olicit leave to 
rera#vo from Esher to the more cheerful air and seenerj of 
that luansion, which was readily granted.* But his enemies, 
fearing that if he was permitted to reside long so near the 
court, the king might be induced to visit or recal hini, re- 
commended, that 03 he was not now detained by the duties 
of the chancery, he should be sent to tlie government of bis 
diocese; and he was accordingly banished to York. 

Some time previous to hi:* departure, the domestics ob- 
served an interesting change in his demeanour. Like many 
other great men in adversity, bis mind took a superstitious 
turn, and seemed to discover in accidents certainly trivial, an 
ominous and fatal meaning. f He grew pensive^ wore a shirt 



other tilings, as appeareth by tlie inveutory of the same, amounting' in vuluc, 
hy Batimtition, £liJtK). 

*" Tbcn, in liorses mid g«ldiugs, 80, with their a|ituirel, TJiiluecl by esii- 
mation, XKiO, 

'* Tben, in mules for Uie sad ilk' , mih their apparel, valued by estima 
tioD, £00. 

" Tlie a, in mules for carriages, (i, witlt tbeir apparel, vukied by estim*^ 
iion, £40. 

*' Tbeii, ill lintf» intW, vsalued by estimation, £40. 

»* Then, la cod and liabei-dine, 800, vnlueti by estimation, £4() 

" Thf*n, in salt, H waj\ valned by estimation, £10. 

" Then, in implements of the kiichen, as pots, pans, spits, pewter vesselii, 
iuid other things neeessaiy for the same, valued by tistimatioti, £^0. 

** Then, tt2 oxen, volned by eEjtimatieni, £80^ 

*• Then, in nuittons, TO, vtUued by estimation, £12. 

** Then, the apprtrel of his body, valued by estimation, £'300. 

'* Summarj^ £0.'374 -h* 'id.** — Fithka. 

♦ Lord Herbert, ^10 L " And jiIbo, the connsel, had put into the king's ' 
head thnl the new gtJlery iit Ksher, which my loi-d had lute before his fidl 
newly tset np, would be very necessary for the kijjg, to take down and set it 
fip iigfiiii at Westminster, wliich was done aeconlingly, and stands at the 
present day the next to the first gatehou«>e* The laking Away thereof before my 
lord's face, was to him a corrosive, which was inventetl by his enennes only 
to torment hira, the which indeed discouraged him very sore to tarry any 
longer thtre^"—^Cftvf;udish^ 

+ '* As my loitl was accustomed to walk towards the evening in his gar- 
den there (Mi'-hmfnid), and to say his even-soni^, and other his divine 
service, with his ehaphun, it waH my chtince to wait npon him ; and stand- 
ing in an alley, whilst ho in another alley walked with his chaplain, snyiug 
Ins serviee as is aforesaid; as I sIoqcI 1 espied certain images of bejwti* 
^counterfeited in limber standing iu a corner under the lodge, to the which 
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of liiiircloth, and held frequent conferences with a venerable 
old man helonging to the brotherhood of the Charterhouse at 
Riehmond.* 

He commenced his journey towards York about the end of 
Lent* His train consisted of a hundred and sixty horse, and 
seventy-two wagons, loaded with the relics of his furniture. 
How great must have been that grandeur which, by com- 
parison, made such wealtli appear poverty. Having stopped 
at Peterborough to celebrate the festival of Easter, on Falm 

I repaired to beliotd ; amoii|f whom 1 saw sland tliere a don cow, wliereoii 
I moat mused, becauHt of llie like emailing {sciitpturtf) thereof. My lord^ 
being in the furtlier f^ide of the garden, espied me, how 1 viewed oiid ^ur- 
Teyeil thesie beasts ; and, liaviiif^ tiiiii*hed Ids service, came suddeuly upon 
me or 1 wok uwnre, and s|ieid[ing to ine, said, * Wbat liave you espied Lere, 
that you look uiteutively upon T * Forsoath, if it please your grace/ quoth 
I, ' here 1 behold these images ; thf which^ T suppose, were ordmned to be 
set up within Bome place about the kings palrtce : howbeil, siv, among them 
all, 1 hove most considered thin cow^ in which, as me secmeth, the work- 
man has most lively showed his cunning.' ' Yea, marry," quoth lie, * upon 
t!iia cow hangeth a certain prophecy, the which ia this ; because peradven- 
ture yoti never heard it before, I will whow you. Theie is a sayttig, 

Wlieu the cow raa*tter» the hull. 

Then, prieKi^ beware thy Kkull ; 
of which prophecy neither my lord that dedftred it, nor yet 1 that heard it, 
understood the elfect ; althongli the compassing thereof was at that present 
aworking, luid about to be brought to pass. This cow the king had by 
reason of the earldom of Eichmond» which waa his inheritttiice ; and this 
piopheoy was afterwardB expounded in this wny ; The dun cow, because it 
was the king's beastt+ betokened the king, and the hull betokened Mistress 
Anae Boleyu, who wai* after queens becanse that her father had a black bull's 
head in his cognizance, and wan his beast ; so that when the king hud mar- 
ried queen Anne, the which was unknown to my loid or to any other that 
he would do ko, then wan thin propheey thought of idl men to be fulfilled . 
For what numbers of priests, religious and seculars, lost their heads for 
offending such laws m were made to bring this marriage to effect, is not 
unknown to all the worhl.' " — Caw ti dish. 

* ** Every day he resorted to the Charterhouse there (Richmond)^ and in 
afiemoona he would sit in contemplation with one of the most ancient 
fathers of tltflt house in their cells, who converted iiim, and eaused him to 
despise the vain glory of the world, and gave him shirts of lioir to wear, the 
which he wore divers times after." — Cavemiish. 

+ Almfti^t all the signs of the public houses in England were originally 
the crests or artns of popular puhhc eharacters. The dun cow of the ale- 
houses probably originated in the reign of Henry VIT., who was earl of 
Bichmond. The chequer of the pubUc hotiaes in London was the arms of 
the earh of Anjndel, who had anciently the privilege of licensing them. 

O 
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Sunclaj lie walked in the procession of the monks to the 
cathedral; and on the following Thursday kept Maundaj, ac- 
cording to the practice of the chiirdi, washing the feet of the 
poor, and bestowing alms and bleasings,* From Peterborough 
he proceeded slowly, exercising his pastoral functions by the 
way^ and halted at Stohy, where he resided till Michaehnas, 
preaching in the churches of the adjacent parishes, interposing 
to reconcile the variance of neighbours, relieving the ueces^ 
fiitous, and performing many other exemplaiy acts of piety 
and benevolence. He theJi went forward to C a wood castle, 
one of the residences of the archbishop of York, distant from 
the city about twelve miles, A great conflux of people, 
drawn together by curiosity, waited to see him arrive, among 
whom were tlie clergy of the diocese, who welcomed him with 
the reverence due to liis pontifical dignity. The castle, 
having been long untenanted, required extensive repairs, 
which the cardinal immediately commencedj for nature and 
habit made him decisive and prompt in all circumstances. 
The short period of his residence in tliis ancient mansion was, 
perhaps* the happiest of hi a life. He appeared delighted 
with the composure of rural aflTairs; and by the equity of his 
demeanour, and a mild condesceosion, which behed the re- 
ports of his haughtiness, he won the hearts of his diocesans. 
He professed himself a convert from ambition, and having 
sufFered the perils and tensors of shipwreck, he was thankful 
that at length he had cast anchor in a calm and pleasant 
haven, with the expectation of safety and rest 

As he had never been installed in the archiepiacNspal see, 
he gave orders to prepare the cathedral for the ceremony, and 
a day was appointed for the celebration- On this occasion 
the arrangements were unusually simple, and indicated the 
altered frame of his mind. As the day approached, incredible 

• ** Upon Palm-Suii^ay he borelils pidnt, iiiid went in procession witb die 
mijuksj, >!e4iing forth tlje divine aenice riglit LoaouimLIy, with sucb Ringing 
iDun us he had there of hi.s own ; and upon Alaunday- Thursday he made Ms 
Mftuiidnythenf' in our Leidy s Chapel, having fifty- nine + poor men, whose leet 
he waialied sJid kii^Ked ; aijd, after he hud wiped them, he g^ave every of ihe said 
poor men (welve peuce in money, three ells of good cauTas to m^ke tliem 
»hirtM, II ptur uf new shoes, a ca^t of red herrings, Kad three wliite herrings, 
ftzid ona: of [hem liad two ihillin^.*' — Cavendish. 



+ This nufflhcr deiLot«d that he irafl tihen Aftj-iiiiie years ohi. 
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quantities of provisions were sent to him by the neighbouring 
gentry and clergy, in order that he might maintain the 
customary hospitiilities in a style suitable to his character; 
and, m the meantimej he was flattered by several friendly 
messages from the king* The pleasure which the latter 
afforded was so obvious and lively, that it was difficult to 
determine whether it arose from a rekindled hope of restora- 
tion, or was only the exulting joy of iinding his integrity 
vindicated. But the triumph or the illusion was of short 
duration, and only served to inflame the sense of disappoint- 
ment, and to enliance the shock of a second fall. 

The Monday after All-Soula day was ilxed for the installa- 
tion; but on the preceding Friday, as he was sitting at dinner, 
the earl of i?forthumberlandj who, while lord Percy, had been 
educated in his house, and whose intended mamage with Anne 
Boleyn the cardinal had been the means of frustrating, accom- 
panied by a privy counsellor and a large retinue, ai-rived at 
the castle. He was received with a paternal and a cheerfbl 
welcome, and conducted by Wolsej into his own apartments; 
where they had not, however, exchanged many words, when 
the earl became agitated^ and in a low and troubled voice 
declared him arrested for high treason. Astonished by a 
charge so unexpected, Wolsey, for some time, wa.s unable to 
epeak; but, recovering his spiritSj he requested l^orthumber- 
land to show the warrant, protesting tbat otherwise he would 
not surrender himself; for as a member of the college of car- 
dinals he was exempted from the jurisdiction of all secular 
princes. At this moment the privy coutisellor entered the 
room, Wolsey, on seeing him, observed that, as a counsellor 
of the king, he was sufficiently commissioned to take him 
into custody, and immediately intimated that he was their 
prisoner, " I fear not," added he, ** the cruelty of my enemies, 
nor a scrutiny of my allegiance; audi take heaven to witness, 
that neither in w^ord or deed have I injured the king, and 
will maintain my innocence face to face with any man alive.'* 

Wben it was known in the neighbourhood that he was to 
be conveyed to London^ a great crowd assembled round the 
castle; and as he came out on his mule, guarded, the people 
began to exclaim, " God save your grace, and foul evil over- 
take them that have taken you from us," With these and 
other testimonies of popular affection, he was followed to a 

o2 
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coiisideraUe disttincc, Northuml>ei'land conducted him to 
Slieiii eld-park, and delivered him to the custody of the earl 
of Slu*ewshurj, with whom he resided abuut a fortnight, 
until the king's further pleasure wars known. Shrewsbury 
entertained him with tlie respect that hecanie his own honour, 
aod assured him, that though the king con hi not satisfy the 
coiiDcil without sending him to trial, still he helieved him 
guiltless, and that his enemies dreaded his restoration to 
favour more than he ought to do their malue. But the 
!• cardinal could uo longer be cheered. He considered his 
destruction as inevocahly fixed, and resigned himself to the 
comfortless thoughts which that gloomy notion inspired. His 
constitution, impaired by age and the vicissitudes of hope and 
fear, sutldenly gave way. One day, at dinner, he complained 
of a coldnesa in his stomach, and was soon after seized with a 
violent flux, which greatly drained his strength. In this 
situation he was found by sir WiHiam Kingstou, constable of 
the Tower, w^ho, with twenty yeomen of the guards that had 
formerly been in his own service^ came to convey him to 
London. In the whole of his treatment, from the moment of 
his anest, a great degree of respect and consideration was 
shown to him, and it appears to have been at the special 
command of Henry. Sir William, on being taken to his 
presence, knelt down, and assured himj in the king*s name, of 
his majesty's unbroken friendship ; adding, that it was not 
necessary for him to make more haste in the journey thaii 
suited his health and convenience. The cardinal, however, 
thought that delay miglit be regarded as evidence of conscious 
guilt, andj declining the indulgence, anxiously x>i'0(^estled 
foi'ward. Although he travelled slowly, his illness was 
increased by fatigue, and he grew weak and feverish. On 
the evening of the third day after leaving Sheffield-park, he 
approached Leicester. The appearance of nature accorded 
with the condition of the prisoner* The end of the year was 
drawing nigh, and the cardinal beheld for the last time the 
falling leaf and the setting sun. 

When tlie eavtdcade reached the monastery, the day was 
shut in; and the abbot and the friarSj apprized of his coming, 
waited with torches at the gate to receive him. But the 
honours of this world had ceased to afford him pleasure, and 
as he passed tow ards the bottom of the stairs, he said to the 
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brotlierlioodi "I am come to lay my hones among you/' 
Being supported into a (^b amber, he immediately went to bed, 
and languished J with increiusing signs of disBolatioUj all the 
next day. The following morning, Cavendish, his usher, and 
afterwardjg historian, as he waij watehing near him, thought 
that he perceived the symptoms of death. The cardinal, 
noticing him, inquired the hoar, and was told eight o'clock; 
" That cannot be,'* he replied, ** for at eight oVloek you f^haU 
lose your niEister. My time is at hiind, aud I must depart 
this world.*' His confessor, who was standing near, requested 
Cavendish to inquire, if he would Ije confessed, ** What 
have you to do with that?" answered he, angrily; but was 
paciiied by the interference of the confessor. Continuing to 
grow weaker and weaker, he frequently fainted during the 
course of the day. Abotat four o'clock of the following 
morning he asked for some refresliment; which having 
received, and made ennfession, sir AVilliain Kingston entered 
his room, and inquired how he felt himself. *' Sir," said 
Wolsey, " I tarry but the pleasure of God^ to render up my 
poor soul into his hands ;" and, after a few other words be- 
tween themj he resumed, ** I have now been eight days 
together troubled witli a continual flux and fever, a species 
of disease which, if it do not remit its violence within that 
period, never fails to terminate in death. I pray yovi commend 
me humbly to the king; and beseech liim, in my behalf, to call 
to his princely remembrance all matters that have passed be- 
tween him and me, particularly in what respects the business 
of the qtieen, and then he must know "whether I have given 
hiin any oflence. lie is a prince of a most royal nature; but 
ratlier than want any part of his pleasure, he will endanger 
the half of Ins kingdom. Often have I knelt before him for 
three hours together, endeavoui'ing to persuade him from his 
will and appetite, and could not prevail Had I served God 
as diligently as I have done the king, he would not have given 
me over in my grey hairs."* 

* This seiitiineut seems to be commtm to full^n miuistere. When Sninrab, 
tbe gtivenit)!^ of BuKorali, w j« deposed by Miioujyuh, the sixtb ralipb, be is 
tejioited to bave said, " If I bad served God so well iih I Heivi'd hitiu be 
would not bave i oiidemned me ;" itnd Antonio Terez, llic favouiite of Pbilip 
n. of &ii].Hi]t(, made n similar iiouiplaaTit. [So James V. of Scotland iiniifriiied 
tbat sir James ilHoiiltou aiUbesned liim lliti« in ft dream: '* Tbonj,'b I am 
a ttiniier iif^aiast fiod, 1 failed not to tbee* llud I been ni^ good a servftnt 
to tbe Lord my God om 1 wa« to ihee, I Lad not died that dt^ath/' — Suiya,} 
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llfi then continaed for a. ^hort time to give sir ^ui.ini sr-C'? 
tAirien, in caae he afaould ever be called to the privy ccanciL 
ami adding a few general observations on the revolutioiiiry 
temper of the time^, conehxded by saving. ~ Farewefl, I wish 
aO good things to have success. Mv time draws lasr oc. I 
may not tarry with yoa. Forget not what I have said: and 
when I am gone, call it often to mind." Towards the con- 
dnaion he began to falter, and linger in the artieclatioii of his 
words. At the end, his eyes became motionlesg^ and his sight 
failed. The abbot was aummonei to administer the extreme 
ODCtion, and the yeomen of the gnard were called in to see him 
die. As the dodL struck eight, he expired.'^* 

The body, with the face uncovered, being laid out in pon- 
tiical robea, the magistrates and inhabitants of Leicester were 
admitted to see it, in order that they might certify the death. 
In the evening it was removed into the church; bat the funeral 
service was protracted by nnusoal dirges and orisons, and it 
was past midnight before the interment took place.f Such 
was the end of this proad and famous cardinal^ The king, 
when informed of his death, was touched with sincere sorrow ; 
aad, as if it coold in any way atone for his own conduct, he 
seemed anxious to rewud all those who had shown any kind- 

* NoTember, 29, 10;)0. 

f Huner, m alliuion to the obflcnritj of the cardinal*8 grave, says, in 
addreMing Melpomene, 

** Perchance the tenonr of that mourning Terse 
May lead some pilgrim to my tombless grave, 
Where neither marble monnment nor hearse 
The paMsengers' attentive rein may erave. 
Which honours now the meanest persons have. 
But well is me, where'^er my ashes lie, 
If one tear drop from some religions eye." 

Bishop Corbet, in his " Iter Boreale," also, in allusion to the same cir- 
cumstance, Huys, 

*' Although from his o^-n store Wolsey might have 
A palace or a college for his grave ; 
Yet here he lies interr'd, as if that all 
Of him to be remembered were his fall ; 
Nothing but earth to earth, nor pompous weight 
Upon him but a i»ebble or a quoit." 

^ Cavendish's more detailed and deeply interesting narrative of the 
cardinal's journey into the north, and of his last days, will be found in the 
Appendix, No. I. JV. H. 
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ness to his old favouiite. On Cromwell he bestowed no in- 
considerable portion of the power which his master had 
enjoyed; and Cavendish, whose prudence and fidelity had 
remained unshaken by the ruin which he had witnessed and 
shared, was promoted to wealth and situations which enabled 
him to become the founder of the princely dukedom of Devon- 
shire. Henry, indeed, never ceased to regret the cardinal; 
and often, in the perplexities which afterwards troubled his 
reign, lamented the loss of Wolsey, always pronouncing his 
name with an epithet of respect. 

If it be true that no man by less effort ever attained so much 
dignity as cardinal Wolsey, few have been thrown down from 
so great a height under the imputation of smaller crimes.* 
He was undoubtedly a character of the most splendid class. 
Haughty, ambitious, masterly, and magnificent, he felt him- 
self formed for superiority; and his conduct, if not always 
judicious^ was uniformly great His exterior was dignified, his 
demeanour courtly, his discernment rapid, his eloquence com- 
manding, and his comprehension vast and prospective. The 
number, variety, and magnitude of his public trusts, in all of 
which he was eminently distinguished, are proofs of the elastic 
powers of his mind, and the versatility of his talents for business. 
His avidity to amass wealth was contrasted with an expendi- 
ture so generous, that it lost the name of avarice, and deserved 
to be dignified with that of ambition. His ostentation was so 
richly blended with munificence and hospitality, that it ought 
to be ascribed rather to the love of distinction than to vanity; 
and his pride was so nearly allied to honour and justice, that 
it seemed to be essential to his accomplishments as a states- 
man. All his undertakings showed the combining and fore- 
seeing faculties of his genius. The league of London was the 
grand fundamental charter by which the European nations 
recovered their independence from the pope; and the change 
in the alliance of England, after the battle of Pavia, was one 
of those rare and bold measures which may divide the opinion 
of the world as to their wisdom, but must command its admi- 
ration. The principle of that change, having its foundation 
in the league of London, was to preserve the equilibrium of 
Europe; and if consistency be essential to character, and 

* Lord Herbert, 343. 
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cbanurter he ftrength a^ appfied to ii«ftioo% iIm 
England wis ob r k iu i ljr more adranced bf i 
priiictple% Ihiii berpoirer wooM hare beeo 
oontioiniig the pttlnefBhip of war with Charies. Ibe < 
iiaTi tjflem fivr the refonnatioii of the dergj, thoiigh < 
in pbilofophjt was mngahsrfy Hberal in polky; for statefmeit 
are o^leo, hj official neoenttjr, mther the pfotectors tlian the 
ecufmies d* coiTttptioii« It is true that he did not calculate on 
all that florjd of conaeqiienoeB which may be traced to his 
mc^smiires, hot it coald not have arisen from imdeTtakingsd 
laore partial* Therefore, whether estimated by Ids natural 
endowmentii, biB fortune, or his deaagnay Wolgey must be 
cofimdered u» one of tho^ great occasiotial men who, at, 
distant interval^ suddenly appear, surprising the world bfl 
their movements and their splendour; and who, hsTin^ 
agitated and altered the regular frame of society by their 
influence, are commemorated as the epochal chaftcters 
hitttory. 
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NAHRATIVE BY GEORGE CAVENDISH, GENTLEMAN USHER TO 
CARDINAL WOLSEYj OF THE CARDINAL's LAST JOURNEY 
INTO THE NORTHj AND OF HI8 FINAL DISGRACE AND DEATH. 

" Then prepai'ed my lord all things with speed for his 
journey, and repaired into the North with all celerity, and 
sent to London for livery cloths for his servants, that should 
ride with liim thither. Some of his servants he refused, such 
aa he thought were not meet to serve; and some again of 
their own mind desired his honour to tarry still in the aouth, 
being very loath to forsake their native country, their parents, 
wives, and children, whom lie right gladly and with good 
will licensed so to do, and rendered unto them his hearty 
thanks for their long tarrying with him in his trouhle. So 
that all things being furnished toward:^ ]iis journey, he took 
the same in the beginning of the Passion Week, before Easter; 
and so rode from Richmond to a pkice which was the abbots* 
of Westminster, eaUed Hen don ; and the next day he removed 
to a place where my iady Parjy lay, called the Kyc; the 
next day he rode to Royston, where he was lodged in the 
priory there; then went he the next day to Huntington, and 
there lodged ivithin the abbey; and the next day he rode to 
Peterborough, and there lodged in the abbey, making there 
his abode all the next w^eek, where he kept the solemn feast of 
Easter, with all his train, (save a few in number, w hich were 
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continually attending on him) who were lodged in the town, 
and had board wages; his train was in number a hundred and 
three score persons, having with him twelve carts to carry his 
stuiF of his own, which he sent for from his college of Oxen- 
ford, that were there provided, besides three score other carts 
of his daily carriage of necessaries for his buildings. Upon 
Palm Sunday he bare his palm, and went in procession, with the 
monks, setting forth the divine service right honourably, with 
such singing men as he then had there of his own. And upon 
the Maunday Thursday he made his Maundy there in our Lady's 
chapel, having fifty-nine* poor men, whose feet he washed, and 
kissed; and after he had wiped them, he gave every of the 
said poor men twelve pence in money, three ells of good 
canvass to make them shirts, a pair of new shoes, a cast of 
red herrings, and three white herrings, and one of them had 
two shillings. Upon Easter day he rose to the resurrection,! 
and that day he went in procession in his cardinal's vesture, 
having his hat on his head, and sang the high mass there he 
himself solemnly. After his mass he gave his benediction to 

* This number denotes that he was now fifty-nine years old. 

•!■ The Book of Ceremonies before cited, which was compiled in the reign 
of Henry VIII. observes : " Upon Easter day in the morning ceremonies of 
the resurrection- be very landable, to put us in remembrance of Christ's 
resurrection, which is the cause of our justification.** — Strype's Eccles. 
Memorials, t. i. p. 204. Beeords. What these ceremonies were we may 
collect from the Bubrics upon that day, in the Processionale aecundvm usum 
Sarum, fol. 72, edit. 1555, which are to this effect : On Easter day before 
mass, and before the ringing of the bells, let the clerks assemble, and all 
the tapers in the ehurch be lighted. Then two persons shall draw nigh to 
the sepulchre, and after it is censed, let them take the croes out of the sepul- 
chre, and one of them begin Christus resurgens. Then let the procession 
commence. After this they shall all worship {adorent) the cross. Then let 
all the crucifixes and images in the church be unyefled, &e., &c. In like 
manner Good Friday also had its peculiar eeremonies. Bishop Longland 
Closes his sermon preached on that day before king Henry VIII. a. d. I5:j8. 
in the following manner : " In mean season I shall exhort you all in our 
Lord God, as of old custom hath Jiere this day been vsed, every one of you 
or ye depart, with most entire devotion, kneeling before our saviour Lord 
God, this our Jesus Christ, which hath suffered so much for us, to whom 
we are so much bound, who lieth in yonder sepulchre ; in honour of him, 
of his passion and death, and of his five wounds, to say five paternosters, 
five aves, and one creed : that it may please his merciful goodness to moke 
us partners of the merits of this his most glorious passion, blood, and 
death." Imprinted by Thomas Petyt. See also Michael ViTood's Dialotfue 
or Familiar Talks, a. d. 1524. Signat. D. 3. — Wordsworth. 
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all the hearers with clean remission; and there continued he 
till Thursday next. 

" My lord continuing there at iPeterborough after this 
manner, intending to remove from thence shortly, commanded 
me to ride to sir William Fitzwilliams, knight, who dwelt 
within three or four miles of Peterborough, to provide him 
there a lodging, for three or four days, in his journey north- 
wards. And being with this sir William Fitzwilliams, I did 
my message accordingly; whereof he was, as it appeared by 
his word and deed, the gladdest man alive, that my lord 
would so lovingly take his house in his way; saying, that he 
should be most heartily welcome of any man, the king his 
sovereign except; saying furthermore that my lord should 
not need to disload or discharge any part of his stuff and 
carriage for his own use during his abode there, but should 
have all necessary stuff of his own to occupy, imless it were 
my lord's bed for his own person. This, upon report made 
to my lord at my return, rejoiced him not a little; and he 
commanded me to give warning unto all his officers and ser- 
vants to prepare them to remove from Peterborough upon 
Thursday next, which was in Easter week. Then made 
every man himself and all things in such readiness, as was 
convenient, paying in the town for all such things as they 
had taken; for which cause my lord caused proclamation to 
be made in the town, that if any person or persons were 
grieved by any of his servants, they should resort to his 
officers, and there they should be answered and have due 
remedy; so that, all things ready furnished, my lord took his 
journey from the abbey of Peterborough on the Thursday in 
Easter week, to Mr. Fitzwilliams, where he was joyously re- 
ceived, and had worthy and honourable entertainment at the 
only cost and charge of the said Mr. Fitzwilliams, all the 
time of my lord's being there with him. 

" The occasion that moved Mr. Fitzwilliams thus friendly 
to do, was this : he was sometime a merchant of London, and 
sheriff thereof, and bore the charge of the same in the said 
city: and after there fell a great debate and grudge between 
the bench of aldermen and the said sir William„for that he 
would have a new corporation of Merchant Taylors, contrary 
to the order of the city, the which caused him to surrender 
up his cloak, and gave over his freedom of the city, against 
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whose malice my lord bare him much, and after received him 
into his service, whom he made his treasurer, and after that 
his high chamberlain, and in conclusion, for his wisdom, 
gravity, eloquence, and port, being a comely gentleman, my 
lord made him one of the king's council, who so continued 
during all his life after. And for the special goodness he 
always found in my lord in his trouble with the city, like a 
faithful servant he was ready then most joyfully to requite 
him with the semblable, and granted to show him any plea- 
sure that lay in him to do. 

" Thus my lord continued there from Thursday in Easter 
week, at Mr. Fitzwilliam's cost, until the Monday next fol- 
lowing; at which time he removed from thence unto Stam- 
ford, where he lay all night at the sign of the Bull. And 
the next day he removed from thence to Grantham, and was 
lodged in a gentleman's place whose name was Mr. Hall. 
And the next day he rode to Newark, and lodged in the castle 
all that night, and the next day also, which is within four 
miles of Southwell, whither my lord intended to ride, and 
there to continue, as hereafter you shall hear. 

" I cannot choose but to declare unto you a notable com- 
munication had at Mr. Fitzwilliam's house, between my lord 
and me, which was this: my lord walking in the garden at 
Mr. Fitzwilliam's house, saying his even song with his chap- 
lain, and I being there attending upon him, after he had 
finished his prayers, he commanded his chaplain that bare up 
his gown train to deliver the same to me, and to go aside; 
and after the chaplain was gone, he spake to me in this wise, 
calling me by my name, * You have been lately at London,' 
quoth he; * Forsooth, my lord,' quoth I, * not since I was 
there to buy your liveries for your servants.' * And what 
news was there then,' quoth he; * heard you no communica- 
tion of me? I pray you tell me.' Then perceiving that I 
had a good occasion to speak my mind unto him, I said, ' Sir, 
if it please your grace, it was my chance to be at dinner in a 
certain place, where I also supped, and many honest worshipful 
gentlemen, who were for the most pai't of mine old acquaint- 
ance, and therefore durst the bolder participate with me in 
conversation of your grace, knowing that I was still your ser- 
vant, and they asking of me how you did, and how you 
accepted your adversity and trouble, I answered that you did 
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tveU, and accepted all things in good part; and as it seemed 
to me they were your indifferent friends, of whom they said 
none evil, but lamented your decay and fall very sore, doubt- 
ing much the sequel not to be good for the commonwealth. 
Also they marvelled much that you, being of such excellent 
wit, and of such high discretion, would so simply confess 
yourself guilty unto the king, as you did. For, as they 
understood by report of some of the king's counsel, your case 
being well considered, you have great wrong; to the which I 
could make no direct answer.' * Is this,' quoth he, * the 
opinion of wise men?' * Yea, forsooth, my lord,' quoth I, 
and commonly of all men else.' * Well then,' quoth he, 
* for all their wisdom, they perceived not so much as I. For 
I considered, that mine enemies had brought the matter so to 
pass against me, that they conveyed and made it the king's 
matter and case, and caused the king to take the matter into 
his own hands; and after he had once the possession of all my 
goods, being the king's only case, rather than he would have 
delivered me my goods again, and taken a foil or overthrow 
therein at my hands, without doubt he would not have missed 
(by the setting forth and procurement of my evil-willers) to 
have imagined my undoing and destruction therein; whereof 
the best had been perpetual imprisonment, or the danger of 
my life. I had rather confess the matter, as 1 did, and to 
live at large, like a poor vicar, than to live in prison with all 
the goods and honours I then had. And therefore it was for 
me the better way to yield me unto the king's mercy and 
clemency, than to stand stiff against him in trial of the wrong, 
which I sustained; wherein the king would have been loth 
to have been noted, and in my submission the king, I doubt 
not, had a conscience, wherein he would rather pity me than 
malign me. And also there was the night-crow, that cried 
ever in his ears against me; and if she might have perceived 
any obstinacy in me, she would not have failed to have set it 
forth with such vehemence, that I should rather have obtained 
the king's indignation, than his lawful favour; and his favour 
once lost (which I then knew that I then had done) would 
never have been by me recovered. Therefore I thought it 
better to keep still his favour, with loss of goods and dignity, 
than to win his indignation with all my wit, truth, and policy .^ 
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And tliia was the cause (which all men know aot) that I 
yielded myself so soon guilty to the premtinire, wherein the 
king hath since conceived a conscience; for he knoweth, and 
always did, more the effect therec*f than any other person 
living, and whether I offended him therein or no, to whose 
conscience I commit tlie truth of mj cause/ And thus we 
l%ft the substance of our communication in this matter, 
although we had much more talk ; yet this is sufficient to , 
make you understand, as well both the cause of his confession ' 
in the premunire^ as also the occasion of the loss of liis goods. 
** Now let us return where we left my lord, being now at 
the castle of Newark, intending to ride to Southwell, which 
was but four miles from thence, as I showed you before. He 
took his journey thither against supper, where, for lack of 
reparation of the bishop's place, which belongs to the see of 
York, he was compelled to lie in a prebendary's house, over 
against the bishop's place, and there kept house until Whit- 
suntide, against which time he removed into the place, being 
then newly repaired, and there continued all the most part of 
that summer, not without great resort of the most worshipful 
of the country. And divers noblemen, having occasion to 
repair into the same country there, thought it good to visit 
my lord, as they travelled through the country, of whom they 
were most gladly entertained, and had right good cheer, 
whose noble and gentle behaviour caused him to have much 
love in the country of all kind of people. He kept there a 
noble house, where was both plenty of meat and drink for aU 
comers, and also much alms given at the gate to the poor of 
the town and couotry. He used much charity and clemency 
among his tenants, and other of the king's subjects. Although 
the hearing thereof w^ere not pleasant in the ears of such as 
bare him no good will, yet the country and common people 
will say as they find causes for now he was very much famihar 
among all persons, who then accustoraably kept him company, 
and glad at any time when he might do them any good. He 
made many agreements and concords between gentleman and 
gentleman, and betweeu some gentlemen and their wive>3, and 
other mean pei-aons, the which had been long before asunder 
in great trouble; making for every of them, as occasion did 
serve^ great assemblies and feaats, not sparing his purse. 
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where he might make a peace and amity; which got him 
much love* and frieDdship in the couiitry. 

" It chanced so that upon Corpus Christi even, my lord 
gave rae warnings after supper, to prepare all things in a 
readiness, for he intended to sing high mass the next day fol- 
lowingj whieh I did not forget, although it were late; and I 
gave like warniDg to tlie head oihcers and other of my fellows, 
to SGG in their rooms aU things furnished accordingly, I was 
not after that scantly laid in my hed, nor fully iisleep, but 
one of the porters came to my ehamher door^ caBing for me, 
and said that there were two geiitiemen at the gate, that would 
speak with my lord from the king. I rose up incontinent, 
and went with the porter to the gate, I demanded who was 
there vtdthout. They made answer and said, that there was 
Mr. Brereton, one of the gentlemen of the king's privy 
chamber, and Mr. Wriothesley, who were come from the 
king in post, to speak with my lord. Then having under- 
standing what they were^ I cauj^ed the porter to let them in. 
And after their eatry ihey desired me without delay to speak 
with my loi^, whose request I endeavoured myself to obey, 
and went to my lord*s eliamher, who was in his bed asleep. 
But when he heard me speak, he demanded of me what I 
would have* ' Sir/ said I, * there is beneath, in the porter's 
lodge, Mr, Brereton, of the king's privy chamber, and Mr. 

* Tbe favouTft.ble representation given, of this portion of tlie cardinal's 
life, notwitttstimdin^ what is saiti by Fox^ p. ft08> is fully coniirmed by an 
atilhority wliicU cannot be snBpected of partiulity to his meniorr, tliat of a 
State-Book, wliicb eaniu out from tlie office of the king's printer in tlie year 
1530, iiitiLled A Eimedt^ Jhr S'edUittn. " Wlio waft less beloveti in the 
mortli tliitij ujy lonj cardinul, God iiave liiti kdhI, before be \vm ftinoiigPt 
tliem? Wbo better beloved, after liej liad been there aw liilc ? We hate 
oatimes whom we have good nause to love. It is a wonder to see how 
tlicy were turned ; how of utter enemies they became Ma dear friends. He 
gave bifihops a ri^ht good exain|4e, how they mii^bl mn mens hearts. Tbero 
waa few liolydajs but he would ride five or Hii miles from his hons«, now 
to this fiariHilL ebnrch, nmv to that, and there vnunc one or other of his doc- 
tors to make a ^leniion nnto the people. He 8at amongst them, iii5d,smd 
mass before all the parislL. He Sfiw why cluirche« weie made. He began 
to restore them to their right and proper use. He brought Ills dinner witli 
him, and hade divern of the ^jarish to it. He inquired whetlier there was 
any debate or jpnidgo between any of them ; if there were^ after dinner ho 
sent for the partie;* to the church, and made them nil one. Men say welt 
that do welK God's laws shall never be en set by as tliey ought, before they 
bo well known*"— Si^at. E. 2. 
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from the king to speak with 



they 



Wriothe^sleyj come 

wiU not tarry in any wise^ but sptiiik with yoii, and sd depart. 
* Wi41, then/ quoth my lord, ' bid them come np into the 
next chamber, ond I will prepare myself to come to them/ 
Then departed I from my lord, and went down, and showed 
them that my lord de^sired them to take the pains to come up 
into his dining chamber, to whom my lord shortly came. 
They seeing him in night apparel, did to him due reverence, 
whom he took by the hands, demanding of them how the 
king, his sovereign lord, did. ' Sir," said they, * right well 
and meiTy, thanks be to God. Sir/ said they, ' we must 
desire you to talk with you apart,' ' With a right good will/ 
quoth my lord. Then talked they with him in secret in a 
great window; and after long talk, they took forth of a little 
mail a close thing, in manner of a little coffer, covered mth 
green velvet, and bound with bars of silver and gilt, with a 
lock CD the same, having a gilt key, with wliicli they opened 
the chest, out of the which they took an instrument or writ- 
ing, contauiing more than a skin of great parchment, having 
many seals hanging to the same, w hereunto they put more 
wax for mj loril^s seal; the which my lord sealed, and sub- 
scribed his name with his own handj and delivered the same 
again unto them, desiring them (forasmuch as they made 
haste to depart,) to tarry, and take a bed, for it was very 
late, about midnight or something past. They thanked him, 
and said they might in no wise tarry, but said they would 
straightway ride to the earl of Shrewsbury, and do as mtjeh 
as they could to be there before he should be stirring. And 
my lord, seeing their speedy haste, caused them to eat such 
cold meat as there was ready in the house, and to drink a 
bowl or two of wine. And that doi^e, he gave each of them 
four old sovereigns of fine gold, desiring them to take it in 
gree, saying, that if he had been of greater ability, he would 
have given them a better reward; and so taking their leave 
they departed. And after they were departed, as I heard 
say, they were not contented ivith their reward. Indeed 
they were none of his indifferent friends, which caused them 
to accept the same so disdainfully, Howbelt, if they had 
known what littie store of money lie had at that time, being 
but his indifferent friends, they would have given him great 
thanks; but nothing is more lost or cast away, than such 



cavendish's narbative. 209 

thlTigs as be given to such persons. My lord went again to 
bed, and yetj nevertheless, for all his disquietness and sraall 
rest that he had thiit night, lie rose in the morning betimes, 
and sang high mass as he was appointed the night before. 
There was few or none of all the house, besides myself and 
tlie porter, that knew of the going or coming of Mr. Brereton 
and Mr. Wriotliealey, and yet there lay in the house many 
str anger :s and worshipful gentlemen of the shire. 

^^ After this sort aiid manner my lord lay at Southwell, nntil 
about the latter end of grass time; at wliich time he in- 
tended to remove to Scroby, which is another house and 
lordship of the bishopric of York. And against the day of 
bis removing, he ciiused his officers to prepare all things in a 
readiness, as weO provision to be made for him there^ aa 
also for bis carriage thither, and otlier matters concerning the 
same. His removing and intent was not so secret but that 
it was abroad known in the country; which was not so mucb 
sorrow to all his neighbours there about SouthweO, but it 
was as joyful to all the country about Scroby, 

*^ Against the day of his removing, all the knights and 
otlier worshipful gentlemen of the shire of that country came 
unto kim to Southwell, upon Sunday, to dinner, and lay with 
bim all that night, to accompany and attend upon him in that 
journey the next day, and so to conduct him through the forest 
country unto Scroby. But be, being of their purpose adver- 
tised, and how tliey intended to lodge a great stag or two by 
the way, where he should needs ride, purposing to show him 
all the disport and pleasm^e that they could devise for him, was 
very loath to use any such honour and disport, not knowing how 
the king would take it; being also well assured bow bis ene- 
mies would much rejoice to understand that be would take 
upon him any sucli presuraptioo, whereby they might find an 
occasion to persuade with the king how sumptuous he was 
notwitbstanding his adversity and displeasure, and so to bring 
the king in a perfect ill opinion of him, and tbereby breed 
small hope of reconciliation, but rather to inform the king, 
tbat lie sought a mean to obtain the favour of the country 
than of him, witb divers such imaginations, wherein be might 
ratber obtain displeasure than honour. And also he was loath 
to make the worshipful gentlemen privy of this bis ima- 
gination, lest tbey should conceive any toy in their heads 
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hy meaos tbereof^ and so to leare their aeenctimed mocam 
imto him, which was mocH to his comfatt. Therefor? be 
derieed another waj, which mi^ht be taken rather far a 
iMiigfaiiig diifKirt, thmo otherwise, Ajid llnis it was: ^rst 
he eaDed me onto him liecretljr at night, goii^ to his rest, 
and commanded me that I should in most secret wise that 
might be, cause six or seven hors^, besides his mule, to be 
in a readine^ss for him bj break of the daj, and such persons 
m he appointed to ride with him to Newstead,* an abbey in 
the which he intended to lodge by the way to Scroby, wiUinj 
me to be also in a readiness to ride with him, and to call him 
fio early that he might hear mass or ever he went forward, 
and be on horseback by the break of day. What will you 
liave more? All things being accomplished and finished 
according to his pleaanrcj be, with those small number of per- 
8ons app^iinted, mounted on his mule, and set forward by the 
breaking of the day, towards Newstead, which was about 
aixteen miles from thence, whither my lord and we came 
before six of the clock in the morning, and so went incon- 
tinent unto his bed, leaving all the gentlemen and his house- 
hold at South weU in their beds, not knowing of my lord's 
sudden departure, who expected his uprising until eight of 
the clocks But after it was known unto them and to all the 
rest, theie was no more to do, but every man to his horse- 
baek, and so galloped after, supposing to overtake him. But 
he was at liis lodging at rest, ere they set forth out of South* 
well, and so was their cerf hunting laid apart, and the great 
stags uncoursed. But at their thither repair, sitting at 
dinner, the mutter was laughed at, and so merrily jested out, 
that all was well taketL 

" Then my lord intending the next day to remove from 
thenccj tliere resorted to liim the earl of Shrewsbury's keepers 
and gentlemen sent from him to desire my lord, in their 
master's behalf, to hunt in a park of their master's, called 
Worksop Park, which was even at hand, and the nearest and 
best way far my lord to travel tlirough in his journey, where 
wtw much plenty of game, that was laid for him in a readiness 
to hunt- Ilowbeit, he thanked both my lord their master for 
his gentleness, and them for their pains; and then saidj he 



* Mr. Siuger's edition redds Wtll^eck. 
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was a man not meet to receiye any such pleasure: for such 
pastime was meet for men of honour that dehghted themselves 
therein, for whom he said it was more convenient than for 
him. Neverthelei^d, he could do no less than think my lord 
of Shrewsbury to be much his friend, in whom he found such 
gentleness and noble offer; and rendered also to Lim his most 
lowly thanks, from the very bottom of his heart. But in no 
[wise could they entreat him to hunt, although the worshipful 
men in his company did much provoke him tliereto, yet he 
would not consent, desiring them to be contented; saying, 
that he came not into the country to frequent or follow any 
such i>lea5ures, or pastimes, but rather to attend to a greater 
care that he had in hand, which was both his study and plea- 
sure. And with such reasons and persuasions he paciiied 
them for the lime. Ilowbeit, as he rode through the park, 
both my lord of Shrewsbury's servants, and also the aforesaid 
gentlemen, moved him once again, before whom the deer lay 
very fair for all purposes of pleasure. But it would not 
avail; and thei-efore he made as much speed through the park 
as he could. And at the issue out he called the gentlemen 
and my lord of Shrewsbury's keepers unto him, desiring them 
to commend him to my lord their master, thanking him for 
his most honourable offer, trusting shortly to visit him at his 
own house^ and gave the keepers forty sMUings for their re- 
ward in conducting him through the park, and so rode to 
dinner to another abbey called liufford Abbey; and aiter 
dinner he rode to another abbey called Blithe, where he lay 
all night. And the next day he came to Scroby, where he 
continued till after Michaelmas, exercising many deeds of 
charity. And most commonly every Sunday (if the weather 
^^ did serve) he would travel unto some poor parish church 
^^fcthereabout, and there would say his divine service, and either 
^■say or hear mass, and caused one of his chaplains to preach 
the word of God unto the people. And that done, be would 
dine in some honest houise in the town, where should he dis- 
tributed to the people a great alms of meat and drink; or of 
money to supply the want of meat, if the number of the poor 
did so exceed in necessity. And thus with other good deeds 
practising and exercising himself during his abode there, as 
making of love -days and agreements between party and paity, 
being at variance, he daily frequented himself thereabout. 
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" Then about tbe feast of Saint Michael next after, he took 
his journey to Cawood Castle, withiQ seven miles of York; 
and pas si Jig thitluir, he lay two nights and a day at St. Os- 
wald's Abbey, where he in prtiper person the next day eon- 
firmed children in the ehurehj from the hour of eight until 
twelve of the clock at noon; and, making a short dinner, 
resorted thither again soon after one of the clock; and for 
weariness, at the last was constrained to call for a chair, and 
there confirmed more diildren from the said hour unto six of 
the clock towards night, or e\'er he could Unish and make an 
end, the number of the children was such. That done, he 
went to his supper and rested him there all that night, ilnd 
the next morning he applied himself to depart towards 
CawDod; and or ever he went, he confirmed almost a hundred 
children more, and then rode his way from thence. And in 
his journey, at a plain gi^een a little beyond FeiTybridge, 
within a quarter of a mile, there were assembled, at a great 
cross made of stone, a number of more cldldren, accounted by 
estimation to be about the number of five hundred, where he 
was fain to alight, and from thence never removed ^util he 
had fully confirmed them every one; and then took his mule 
and rode to Cawood, where he lay long after with much 
honour and love of the country, both of the worshipful and 
of the simple, doiug of good deeds of charity, and held there 
an iionourable and plentiful household for all comers; and 
also built and repaired the castle, which was greatly in det!uy, 
having a great multitude of artificers and labourers, about 
the number of three hundred persons, daily in wages. 

" Lying thei^ at Cawood be had intelligence by the gentle- 
men of the country that repaired unto him, that there was sprung 
a great variance and deadly hate between Sir Richard Tem- 
pest, knight, and one Mr, Brian Hastings, then being but an 
esquu*e, between whom was like to ensue great murder unless 
some mean might be found to redress the inconvenience that 
was like to ensue. My lord being thereof advertised, 
lamenting the case, made such means by his wise letters and 
other persuasions, that these two gentlemen were content to 
resort unto my lord at Cawood, and there to abide his order, 
high and low. A day was appointed of their thither resort^ 
at which day they came both to Cawood, not without great! 
number on either part assembled. Wherefore, against that 
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I day, mj lord had required many worshipful gentlemen to be 
I there present, to assise t Mm with th*iir endeavour to accord 
these two gentlemen, being thus at deadly lend. First, my 
j. lord commanded no more to enter the castle with these gen- 
tlemen but six of their menial servants, and ull the rest to 
remain without in the town, ur where they listed to repair. 
And himself i:5suing forth at the gate^, calling the number of 
both parties together before him, he streightly charged them 
in the king's name firmly to keep the peace, upon them perils, 
without either bragging or quarreHing either with other, and 
L caused them to have both beer and wine sent them into the 
. town. And then he returned into the castle, being about 
' nine of the clock in the morning, and because he intended to 
I have both these gentlemen to dine with him at his own tabl^ 
I he thought it good to appease the rumour before dinner. 
I TV^hereupon, he called them into his chapel^ and, with the 
; assistance of the other worshipfol gentlemen, he began to fall 
I to communication in the matter, declaring to them the dangei's 
I that were like to ensue by their wilful and stout stomachs, 
with many other good and wholesome exhortations. Notwith- 
standing, the parties lajring and alleging many things for 
their defence, sometime adding stout and despiteful words of 
defiance each to other, which my lord and the other there 
[ assembled had much ado to qualify, their malice was so great. 
I What will ye have more? With long contintiance and deep 
^^ arguments made unto them by my lord, at last, being there 
^Kuntil four of the clock in the afternoon, my lord brought 
[^^ them to a final concord and peace, concluding a certain deter- 

^minate end between them, the which I do not now remember, 
and so made them friends. And, as it seemed, they were 
both contented therewith, and very joyous of the same. And 
then my lord caused them, after they had shaken hands toge- 
ther, to go arm in arm to dinner, the sight whereof pleased 
much the beholders, and so went to dinner, although it were 
too late to dine,* yet, notwithstanding^ they dined with the 
* '' Willi itS| (stiys Hflmson, in the descriptiou of England prefixed to 
HaHiisliied'8 Clironicle, p. 171,) the iiohiliEVt gentry^ ami studentST do 
otdinarily go to dinner at eleven hefore noon, and la Hiippftr at five, or be- 
tween five and «ik at aUtemoon. The merchantn dine and sup seldom 
before twelve at noon ftnd six at night, especitdly in London. The huahand- 
men dine also at hig'h noon, as they call it, and sup at aeren or eight ; hut 
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Other gentlemen at my lord's taLle, where was drinking 
lanto each other^ in great amitj as the manner is, and making 
great semblance of amity and love. After dinner my lord 
caused each of tbem to discharge their rout and asiiembly 
that remained without, out of the town, and to retain with 
them no more thfui they were accustomed to ride withal* 
And that done, tbese gentlemeUj fuMIhcg his commandment, \ 
tarried with all the rest at Ciiwood, and lay there all that 
night; whom my lord entertained in such sort, that tbcy took 
his gentleness in great nobleness and friendship, trusting to , 
have of him a special jewel in their country; and so it proved 
after by their demeanour towards him, as it shall appear by 
their gifts, which they prepared for him against his staUa* ' 
tion. 

** It is not to be doubted but that the worshipful persons, 
as doctorgj and prebendarieB of the close of York, would resort 
unto my lord according to their duties, as unto the chief head, 
father and patron of their spiritual dignity, at his first coniing 
into the country so nigh their church, which was but bai^e nix 
miles. Wherefore ye shall understand that doctor Higden, 
then doctor of the church of York, a worshipful man and a 
divine, with the treasurer, and divers other officers of the 
same college^ repaired to my lord, and most joyfully wel- 
comed him into those parts; saying that it was to them no 
small comfoit to see their bead among them, who hath been 
so long absent from them, being all the while like fatherless 
and comfortless children; but they trusted shortly to see him 
among them in his own church. To whom he answered, that 
it wais the special cause of his coming, not only to be among 
them for a time, but also to continue his life among them, as 
a father and as a natural brother, * Su-, then,* qtioth they, 
'ye must understand the ordinances and rules of our church, 
whereof although ye be head and gctvernor, yet ye be not 
therewith so well acquainted as we be. Therefore, if it 

tnil of tlie term In our uuivcrsitieB^ the scbolarN dine at tea. As for the 
poorest sort, tliey peueriilly dine and Hup when tUey may, ho tliat to talk of 
their order of repast^ it were ^ut a needless matter," 

'* Tkettphihis. Yon weut to dinner IjHSlime, 1 pereeive, — Eiisebhfs. Even 
lis I do ' comtnonly, whem I hare no bneiness — between nine and ten. Me- 
tlLinks it is a ^ood bour; for by that means 1 »Ave a Lreakfost, wbicb„ for 
Kuch idlers as 1 am, is most fiUcBt,*' — Dialogue isttween Eusebitis and 
TheophOns, Stgnat. B 4. a.d. 1500. 
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pleaae your grace, we shall, under support ation of tlie same, 
open unto you some part of our ancient laws and customs of 
our cluirch. Sir, where ye do intend to repair unto us, the 
old law aod custom hath evermore been auch^ that our head 
prelate and pastor, as ye now he, could, nor ever might, come 
above our choir door, nor have any stall in the choir, until he 
hy due order were there stalled. Nor, if you should happen 
to die before youi' stallation, ye shall not be buried above in 
the choir, but in the nether part of the body of the church* 
Therefore we shall heartily desire, in the name of all our 
brethren, that ye would vouchsafe to do herein as oui* honour- 
able fathers your predecessors have done; and that ye will 
break no laudable custom of our church, to the which we be 
obliged by oath at our lirst admittimce, to observe that, and 
divers others, wliich in our chapter remain in record.' * Those 
records^' quoth ray lord, ' would I fain see; and this seen and 
digested, I shall then show you further of my mind.' And 
thus in this matter they ceased communication, and passed 
the time with other matters; so that a diiy was assigned to 
bring in their records to my lord, at which day they resorted 
unto him with their register and book of records, wherein 
were written their constitutions and rules, which all the 
ministers of their church were eheerly bound to observe on 
their behalf, and to see them kept inviolable* And when my 
lord had seen ami read those records, and debated the same 
substantially with them that brought these books, he deter- 
mined to be stalled there at York Minster, the next Monday 
after Allhallow day, against which time due preparation was 
made for the same, but not in so sumptuous a wise as were 
his predecessors before him; nor yet in such sort as the fame 
and common report was afterwards made of him, to his great 
slander, and to the reporters' no small dishonesty, to report 
such lies as I am persuaded tliey did, to the which I was 
made privy. I was sent by my lord to York to foresee things 
there, that should be ordered and provided for the solemnity, 
which should have been as mean as could be, considering the 
former decent honours of the worthy minister of York. 

** It came so to pass, that upon Allhallow day* one of the 
head officers of the church, which should have the most doing 
in all this stallation, was with my lord at dinner at his house 
at Cawood; and sitting at diiLner, they fell in communication 
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cif tliiri matter, atjd of the order tfiereof, sapng timt my lord 
should go on foot from a chapel (which standeth without the 
gates of the city, called St. Jameses Chapel) unto the minister 
upon cloth, the which sljould he distrihuted to the poor after • 
his passage. My lord hearing this, made answer to the samel 
in this wise. * Although that our predecessors did go ui] 
clotli, so we intend to go on foot I'rora thence without an^ 
sucli glory,* in the vamps of our hose. For I take God to 
my judge* I do not intend to go thither for any triumph or 
glory, but only to perform the rules of the churehj to the 
which 1 am bound. And therefore I ^vill desire you all, t 
will command other of my serviints, to go as humbly thither, 
without any sumptuous or gorgeous apparel, otherwise than 
in decent manner. For I do purpose to come unto York 
upon Sunday next against night, and to lodge in the dean's 
house, iuid upon Monday to be stalled; and there to make but 
one dinner ihr yon all of the Close^ and for othei' worshipful 
gentlemen that shall chance to come thither to the same; and to 
sup with some of tlie residences; and the next day to dine 
with the mayor, and then to repau* home hither again; and so 
to iinish the .'^ame, whereby I may at all times resort to York/ 
"The day being once known unto all the country, which 
could not be hid, the worshipful gentlemen and other, as abbots 
and priors, having notice of the day of my lord's installation, 
sent in such provision of victual that it is almost incredible, 
wherefore 1 omit to declare unto you the certainty thereof. 
But there wanted no store of great and fat beasts and muttons, 
wildfowl, and venison, both red and fallow, and other dainty 
things such as would have plentifully furnished Ms feast, all 
which things were unknown to my lord: forasmuch as he 
being prevented and disappointed of his purpose, by the 
reason that he was arrested of higli treason, as ye shall here- 
after hear; so that most part of this summer provision, that 

* Tlie cardinnJt perlmiis, remembered tbe crediL wliicli was gained by Lis 
unreettxful rival cnrtlinal Adrlmi^ wlio, beiog elected lo tlie piiiniey Ijy tlie 
conclavf", ihrtmgh the Jtitli!eiu;e of the emperor Clmrles V., '* before bis 
enu-y into tbe city of Eome, [m we nre Inld by tme of Sir TbomtiM Mor»*'s 
bio^'wpliers, ) ]iuttiiig; t^fF liia Liose and nhoes, imd^ ns 1 bu\e credibly 
heard it reported, bare ftioied aud bjire-le^ged, passed iLroiii,']! the HtrectH 
tOT5 tinls hh pulace with snclj LnmldeneHs, that all the people Lad him iu 
great reverent-e;' — Hiirpsfield'« Life of Sir TLonjaft More. Lanibeth MS8, 
No. 927, fob 12. 
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I spake of before, was sent unto Tork the same day of his 
arrest, and tlie next day following; for liis arrest was kept 
as close and secret from the country as miglit be, because 
they doubted the common people, whicli bad him lo great 
estimation and love for his great charity and liberality, which 
he used daily among them, with familiar gesture and be- 
haviour, which be the very means to attain the love of the 
people of the noith parts. 

*' Sir, or ever I wade any fuither in this matter, I do intend 
to declare unto you what chanced before Iiis last trouble 
at Cawood, as a sign or token given by God what should 
follow; which, at the doing of the very thing, no such sequel 
was of any man premeditate or imagined. Therefore, for as 
much as it is a notable thing to be considered, I will (God 
willing) dedare it as truly as mj memory can record — the 
which thing I saw myself being then present, 

" My lord's enemies being then in the court about the king 
in good estimation and honourable dignity, having now my 
lord in more feiu: and doubt, than tliey had before his fall, 
considering the perfect zeal and secret favour that the king 
bure always towards lura, thought at length the king might 
call him home again; and tlien if he so did, they supposed 
that he would rather imagine vengeance than to remit and 
forget their cruelty which they wrought against him. Where- 
fore they compassed in their heads, either by some means to 
dispatch him by accusation of sinister treason, or to bring 
him in the king's liigh indignation by some other means. 
This was daily their study and consultation, having for their 
espials as many vigilant eyes attendant upon him, as the 
poet feigned Argus to have; so that he could neither work 
or do anything but that his enemies had knowledge thereof 
shortly after. Now at the last, they espied a time wherein 
they caught an occasion to bring their pm'pose to pass, think- 
ing thereby to have of him a great advantage; for the matter 
being once disclosed unto the king, in such vehemence as 
they purposed, they thought tlie king w^ould be against him. 
And that done, and by them executed, the king, upon other 
complaints moved vv^ith great displeasure, thought it good 
that he should come up and stand to his trial, which they 
liked nothing at all; notwithstanding, hereupon he w^as sent 
for after this sort. First, they devised that sir Walter 
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Wakb, kniglit, one of the kiiag'^s privy chamber should be 
sent dowii with a commission into the north, unto the earl of 
Northumberlandj* (who was sometime brought up in iiouae 
with my lord cardinal,) and they twain, being jointly in 
oommisgion, to arrest my lord of high treason. This con- 
dujsion fully resolvedj they caused Mr. Walgh to prepare hiimJ 
for his journey with this commission, and certain instructjona J 
annexed to the same; who made him ready to ride-, and take^l 
hb horse at the court gate about noon of All* haUo ween day, f 
towards my lord of Northumberland. Now, I am come to 
the place where I will declare that which I promised in the ] 
latter end of the last chapter, of a certain sign or token of! 
this ray lords troitble, which thing was this; 

'* My lord sitting at dinner upon All-hallowcen day, having 
at his board- end f divers of his worshipful chaplains fitting at 
dinner to keep him company, for hick of strangers, ye shall 
understand, that accustom ably my lord^s great cross ^tood in 
a comer, at the tablets end, leaning against the tappet or 
hanging. And when the hoard's end was taken up, and a 
convenient time for the chaplains to arise, they forced them- 
selves to arise from the table; and even as they rose, one 
doctor Augustine, a Venetian and physician to my lord, 
rising from the table with the other, having upon him a great 
gown of boisterous velvet, overthrew my lord^s great cross, 
which stood in the way at the board's end, and trailing down 
along the tappet, it fell upon doctor Eonner^s heiid, who stood 
by the tappet, and the point brake his head a httle, that the 
blood ran down. The company there standing, according 



* In tlie notes to tbe Nortliniiiberliiiici ITotisfholcl Book, p. 428 — 131, 
Br. Percy Las prndncetl ftom tlie letters of diis nobtemaji aome curious par- 
liciilnrs illi;j?!.trative of the haiiili aJiJ umvortliy trentmeut ivliicli lie Iiad for- 
merly receh^ii from tlie cardinal, fiud wbitijj, m the doctors miud, tire ** a 
full \intlicniiou of the eai'I from tLe cbiuge of iiigi'iUitndet in being the 
person employed to orreHl the cardinal at bis cattle of Cawood." 

•f- " In the buriBes of our midejit nobility, tlicy dined nt long tables. 
The lowl and bin priudpiil guests eat at Lite np|(er end of the Itrst table in i 
tlie g:reat chamber, wliicli was tberefore ruJltci tliM lord's board -end ; ilie ' 
officers of liis household and inferior guests at long tables bulow in ibtt hall. 
In ibfi midfUe of each table stood a (^rreat fittlt-ceUor, and as paiticular care 
"was taken to jdace the guests according lo llieir rank, it became a mark of . 
distinction wljetber a person suVe above cr htlow tJie salt*" — Notei on tk0^ 
NorihumbtfTiiind Hoant'lioU Book^ jp, 410. 
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to their duty, ready to give thanks to my lord for their dinner, 
were greatly astomshed with the chance. My lord sitting 
in Ids cbair, and perceiving the same, demanded of them 
being next him, what the matter meant of their sudden amaze. 
1 silo wed him of the fall of his cross upon doctor Bonner's 
head. * Ilath it,* quoth he, 'drawn any blood?' * Yea, 
forsootli, my lord/ quoth I. With that he cast Ids head 
aside, looking soberly upon me a certain space, and said unto 
me, shaking his head, 'malum omen;** and therewith said 
grace, and rose up from the table, and went into his bed- 
chamber; but what he did there I know not. Now mark 
the signification J how my lord expounded this matter unto me 
at Pomfret, after his fall. First, ye shall understand, that 
the cross which he bore as archbishop of York signified 1dm- 
self; and Augustine, the physician, who overthreiv the cross, 
was only he that accused my lord, whereby his enemies 
caught an occasion to overthrow him. It fell upon master 
doctor Bonner'a head, who was master of my lord*s faculties 
and spiritual jurisdictions, and was then damnified by the 
overthrow of the cross; yea, and moreover, and the drawing 
of the blood of him betokened death, whicli shoiiJy after did 
ensue 5 about which time of this mischance, the same very 
day and season, Mr. Walsh took his horse at the court gate, 

* The enemies of arcbbisLop Land, ptirdcularlv in the time of lii« 
troables* were fond of compariuf^ him with cardhiol Wolsey ; aini there ijs 
reason to tliink tliiit iliis life wa» firHt printed hi the yetu* 1(141, for the pur- 
pose of pi'ejndicing^ tliat great prebUt iu the minds of the people, by io- 
Kjiinatinri; a ptti-alkl between birn and the cardinal. However tliJK miiy have 
been, the expression in the text recals to memory an attcoting' anecdote 
revpecting Land^ whieh the reader wUl not be diaple-aacd to tind in this 
pliice^ 

The year lO'lO, we all know, was big with cvenL<* cidflniitoiis to Laud^ and 
to the chtirch and moimrchj . Jn the Lambeth library is preserved a small 
pone of glass, in whieh ore written witb a iliamond pencil the following" 
words : — 

" Memofaiid : EccIeaiaB de IMieham, Cbeniie et Stone, cum aliis folgiire 
eomljiDiitie snnt .lanuar : 14, 10"JW-0^ thrien mvertat Ueus." 

On 11 piece of paper of the smue nize with the j,4r.hb, and kept in the some 
ca*e with it, h written by the hand of urehbishop WakR (ns ray friend Mr. 
Todd, I^IS, libraritm to his ^ace tlie pi-esent aridibiahop, informs me) as 
follows : '* Thia glass was iuken ont of the we«t iffiiidow of the gaJlery at 
Croydon before I new bnilt it ; aad is, us I take il, the writing" of arch- 
bishop Laud's own hand,'"^ 
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as nigh as it could be judged. And so it must needs be taken 
for a sign or token of that which after followed, if the circum- 
stance be equally weighed and considered; wherein, as I 
suppose, God showed him some more secret knowledge of his 
latter days and end of his troubles: wherein it was thought 
that he had further inspiration than all men did know, which 
appeared right well by diverse special communications that 
he had with me at divers times of his last end. And now 
that I have made manifest to you the effect of this prodigy 
and sign, I will return again to my matter. 

"Now, the appointed time drew near of his installation, and 
sitting at dinner upon the Friday next before the Monday 
on the which he intended to be installed at York, the earl of 
Northumberland and Mr. Walsh, with a great company of 
gentlemen of the earl's house, and of the country, whom he 
gathered together in the king's name, to accompany them, 
not knowing to what intent, came into the hall at Cawood, 
the officers being at dinner, and my lord not fully dined, 
being then in his fruits, nor knowing of the earl's being in 
the hall. The first thing that the earl did, after he had set 
order in the hall, he commanded the porter of the gates to 
deliver him the keys thereof, who would in no wise obey his 
commandment, although he were roughly threatened, and 
streightly commanded in the king's name to make delivery of 
them to one of the earl's servants; but perceiving that, said 
then unto the earl, * Sir, seeing that you do but intend to set 
one of your servants in my place to keep the gates for your 
pleasure, I know no servant that ye have but that I am as 
able as he to do it, and keep the gates to your purpose, what- 
soever it be. And also, the keys were delivered to me by 
my lord my master, who charged me with them, both by oath, 
and other precept and commandment. Therefore, I pray 
you, my good lord, to pardon me, though I do not obey your 
commandment; for whatsoever ye shall command me to do in 
the ministration of mine office, I shall do it with as good a 
will and as justly as any other of your servants, whatsoever 
he be.' With that quoth the gentleman being there with 
the earl, who heard him speak so stoutly, * Sir, he is a good 
fellow, and a faithful servant to his master, and speaketh like 
an honest man; therefore give him your charge, and let him 
keep still the gates, whom we doubt not but he will be 
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obedient to your coroTOapdment.' *Well then,' quotli the 
earl J ' hold him a book, and command him to lay his hand 
thereon. Thoii shalt swear,* quoth the em% ' that tliou 
shall well and truly keep the gates, hy our commandment, to 
the king our sovereign lord*s usCj being his grace's commis- 
sioners; and to do all such things as we shall command, and 
as to us shall seem good, for the time of our ahode here; and 
that ye shall let pass neither in nor out at these gates but 
such as you shall be commanded by us, from time to time;' 
and with this oath he received the keys at the earl's and Mr. 
Walsh's hands » 

" Of all these doings knew my lord notliing; for they stopped 
the stair, so that none went up to my lord's chamherj and 
they that came down could no more go up again. At the 
last one escaped, who came up, and showed my lord that the 
earl of Northumberland was in the hallj whereat my lord 
marvelled, and would not believe him at the £rst, but com- 
manded a gentleman, being hi^ gentleman usher, to look and 
bring him the truths whether it were he or no; ^vho going 
down the stairs, where was a loop with a lattice, where 
through he looked into the hall, iic saw my lord of Northum- 
berland, and went no further, hut returned, and showed my 
lord it was very he. * Then,' quoth my lord, ' I am sorry 
that we have dined, for I fear that our officers be not provided 
of any store of good fish, to make him some honourable cheer 
according to his estate; notwithstanding, he shall have such 
as we have, with a right good will. Let the table stand,* 
qtioth lie, * and we will go down and meet him, and bring him 
up; and then shall he see how far forth w*e be at our dinner,' 
With that he put the table Irom him, and rose up; and going 
ilown the stairs he encountered the earl, whom he met upon 
the midst of the stairs coming up, with all bis men at his tail. 
And as soon as my lord espied the eai-l, he put off his cap, 
and said, * My lord, ye are most heartily wTlcome' (and so 
embraced each other). My lord cardinal said, * Although 
that 1 have often desired, and w^ished in my heart to see you 
in ray house, yet, if ye had loved me well, ye would have 
sent me word before of your coming, to the intent T might 
have received you according to your honour. Notwithstand- 
ing, ye shall have such cheer as I can make you, with a right 
good will, trusting that ye will accept the same of me as of 
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your very loving friend, li oping hereafter to see you oftener^ 
when I sliaM l>e more able to eotertjiin you with, better fare.* 
And this said, my lord took the earl by the hand, and had 
him up into the chamber; whom followed all the number of 
the earl's servants. And when my lord came into the cham- 
ber, he led the earl to the fire, and said, ' Sir, my lord, ye 
shall go into my bed-chamber, where ye shall have a good 
fire until your chamber be made ready for yon ; and let my 
lord's mail be brought up: and or ever I go^ I pray you give 
me leave to take these gentlemen, yo\ir servants, by the 
liaiid-H/ And when he had taken them all by the hands, he 
/etumed to the carl, saying, ' I perceive well, my lord, that 
ye have not altogether forgot my old precepts and counseL^— 
whicli 1 gave you, when you were with me in your youth, to^^| 
cherish my lord your father's old servants, which I see bere^^ 
present w^ith you- SureJy, my lord^ ye do therein veiy well 
and nobly, like a wise gentleman* For the^e be they who 
will not only love youj but also live and die with you, and be 
true to you, and glad to see you prosper in honoiir; the w^hich 
I beseech God to send you, with long life.* This said, he 
took the earl by tlie hand imd led him into his bed-chamber. 
And they being there all alone, save only I, who kept the 
door, according to ray duty, being gentleman usher, these two 
lords standing at a window by the chimneyj the earl trembling 
said unto my lord, w^ith a soft voice (laying his hand upon his 
arm), * My lord, I arrest you of high treason/ With which 
words my lord was marvellously astonished, standing both still 
without any more words a good space. But at the last, quoth 
my lord, * Wliat authority have you to arrest me?' * Forsooth, 
my lord,' quoth the earl, * I have a commii^sion so to do J 
* Where is your commission,' quoth my lord, * that I may see 
it?* * Nay, sir, that you may not,' said the eiurL * Well, 
then, quoth my lord, *hold you contented; then will I not 
obey your arrest; for there hath been betw^een your ancestors 
and my predecessors great contentions and debate of an 
ancient grudge, which may succeed in you, and grow unto 
the hke inconvenience, as it hath done between your ances- 
tors and my predecessors. Tliercfore, without I see your 
authority from above, I will not obey you/ Even as they 
were debating this matter between them in the chamber, so 
busy was Mr, Walsh in arrestung of Dr, Augustine, at the 
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door of the palace, saying unto him, * Go in, traitor, or I shaU 
nijike thee/ And with that, I opened the portal door, per- 
ceivLnj2f them botfi tliere. IMr. Walsh thrust Dr. Augtistine 
in before him with violence, Thei^e matters, on both sides, 
astonished me very much, musing wbat all this shonld mean; 
until at the last, Mr, Walsh being entered mj lord'a cham- 
ber, began to pluck off his hood, which he had made him of 
the same cloth whereof his coat was, which was of Shrews- 
bury cotton, to the intent he would not be known. And 
after lie had plucked off his hood, he kneeled down to my 
lord, to whom my lord said, * Come hither, gentlemauj and 
let me speak with you/ commanding him to stand up, saying 
thus: ' Sir, here my lord of Northumberland bath arrested 
me, but by whose authority or commission he showeth me 
not; but saith, he hath one. If ye be privy thereto, or be 
joined with him therein, I pray you show me.' * Indeed, my 
lord, if it please your grace,* quoth Mr. Walsh, * he showeth 
you the truth.* * WeU, then,' quoth my lord, * I pray you let 
me see it.* ' Sir, I beseech you,' quoth Mr. Walsh, * hold us 
excused. There is annexed to our commission certain in- 
structions which ye may not see, nor yet be privy to the 
same/ ' Why,' quoth my lord, ' be your instruerions such 
that I may not see them? peradventure, if I might be privy 
to them, I could help you the better to perform them. It is 
not nnknowu but I have been privy and of counsel in as 
weighty matters as these be: and I doubt not for my part, 
but I shall prove myself a true man, against the expectation 
■ of all my cruel enemies. I see the matter whereupon it 
' groweth. Well, there is no more to do. I trow ye are one 
of the king's privy chamber; your name is Walsh. I am 
content to yield to you, but not to my lord of Northumber- 
land, without I see liis commission. And also you are a 
sufficient commissioner in that behalf, inasmuch as ye be one 
of the king's privy chamber; for the worst there is a suffi- 
cient warrant to arrest the greatest peer in this realm, by the 
king's only commandment, without any commission. There* 
fore, I am at your will to order and dispose; put, therefore, 
your commission and authority in execution; spare not, and 
I will obey the king's will. I fear more the malice and 
cruelty of my mortal enemies, than 1 do tke untnith of my 
allegiance; wherein I take God to my judge, I never offended 
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the king in word nor deed; and therein I dare stand face to 
face with any man alive^ having indifferency, withoot par- 
tiality.' 

" Thea came my lord of Northumberlniid unto me, stand- 
ing at the portal door, and commanded me to avoid tlie 
chamber; and being lolii to depart from my master, I stood 
still, and would not remove; to whom be spake again j and 
said unto me, * There id do remedy, ye must depart/ With 
that I looked upon my lord (as who would say^ shall I go?) 
upon whom my lord looked very heavily, and shook at me 
his head. And perceiving by his countenance it booted me 
not to abide, I departed the chamber, and went into the next 
chamber, where abode many gentlemen of my fellows, and 
other, to learn of me some news, to whom 1 made report 
what I saw and heard, Tvhich was great heaviness unto them 
all 

" Then the earl called into the cliamber divers gentlemen 
of his own servants; and after that he and Mr. Walsh had 
taken my lord*s keys from him, they gave the chai'ge and 
custody of my lord unto live gentlemen. And then they 
went about the house to set all tilings in orderj intetiding to 
depart from thence the next day (being Saturday) with my 
lord; howbeit it was Sunday towards night or ever they 
could bring all things to pass to depart. Then went they 
busily about 'to convey Doctor Augustine away to London, 
with as much speed as they could, sending with him divers 
persons to conduct him, wJdch was bound unto his horse like 
a traitor. And this done, when it came to night, the com- 
missioners assigned two grooms of my lord's to attend upon 
him. in the chamber w^here he laid that night; and all the rest 
of my lord of Northumberland's gentlemen watched in the 
next chamber; and so was all the house watched, and the 
gates very surely kept, that no man could either pass or re- 
pass, in or out, until the next morning. At which time my 
lord rose up about eight of the clock, and made him ready to 
rid(^; where he was kept still close in his chamber, expecting 
his departing from thence. Then the earl sent for me into his 
chamber, and being there he couununded me to go to my lord, 
and give attendance upon him, and charged me with an oath 
upon certain articles to observe al>out him. And going my 
way toward my lord, I met with Mr. Walsh in the court, 
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who called me unto him, and led rae into his chamber, and 
there showed me how the king's majesty bare towards me hia 
princely favour, for my diligent and true service that I mi- 
nistered daily to mj lord and master. * Wherefore/ quoth 
he, * the king'ij pleads ure is, that you si i all be about hini, as 
most chief in whom his highness pytteth great confidence and 
trust; and whose pleasure is therefore, that ye shall be sworn 
unto him to observe certain articles, which you shall have 
delivered to you in writing/ * Sir,' quoth I, * my lord of 
Northumberland hatli idready sworn me to diver.^i articles/ 
' Yea,* quoth he» * but he could not deliver you the articles 
in wTiting, as I am comiimnded specially to do* Therefore, 
I deliver here unto you this bill with articles in writing; 
look upon them, whether you can observe them or no; for 
you shall not receive them of me without an oath for the 
fulfilling of them.* And when I had perused them, and saw 
them but reasonable and tolerable, I answered, that I was 
contented to obey the king's pleasure, and to he sworn to the 
performance of them. And so he gave me a new oath: and 
then I resorted unto my loril, where he was sitting in a chair, 
the tables being spreail for him to go to dinner. But as soon 
as he perceived me to come in, lie fell out into such a w oeful 
lamentation, with such rueful tears and watery eyes, that it 
would liave caused a flinty heart to mourn with him. And as 
I could, I with others comforted him; but it would not be. 
^ For,* quoth he, ' now I lament, that I see this gentleman 
(meaning me) how faithfid, how diligent, and how painful he 
hath served me, abandoning his own country, wife, and children; 
his house and family, his rest and quietnei^s, only to serve me, 
and I have nothing to reward him for his high merits. And 
also the sight of him causeth me to call to my remembrance 
the number of faithful servants that I have here with me; 
whom I did intend to prefer and advance, to the best of my 
power, from time to time, as occasion should serve* But now, 
alas! I am prevented, and have nothing here to reward them; 
all is deprived me, and I am left here their miserable and 
wretched master. Howbeit,' quoth he to me (calling me by my 
name), * I am a true man, and you sliLdl never have shame of 
me for your service/ * Sir,* quoth I unto him (perceiving 
his heaviness), * I do nothing mistrust your trutli: and for 
the same will I depose both before the king and his honour* 
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able council- Wherefore, sir/ (kneeling upon my knee) 

* comfort yourself, and be of good clieer. The malice of 
your ungodly enteral es can, uor shall not prevail. I doubt 
not but comiog to your answer, my heart is such, that you 
ehall clearly acquit yourself, so to your commendation and 
truth, as that, 1 trust, it shall be much to your great honour, 
and restitution uDto your former estate/ *Yea,' quoth he, 

* if I may come to my answer^ 1 fear no man alive; for he 
liveth not that shall look upon this face (pointing to his own 
face), that shall he able to accuse me of any untruth; aed 
that know well mine enemies, which will be an occasion that 
they will not suffer me to have inditFerent justice, hut seek 
some sinister means to dispatch me/ ' Sir/ quoth I, ' ye 
need not therein to doubt^ the king being so much your good 
lord, as he hath always shovved himself to be, in ail your 
troubles/ With that came up ray lord's meat; and so we 
left our former communication, and I gave my lord water, 
and set him down to dinner; who did eat very little meat, 
hut very many times suddenly he would burst out in tear3» i 
with the most sorrowful words that have been heard of anj 
woeful creature. And at the last he fetched a great sigh, ' 
and said this text of scripture* in this wise, ' constantia 
Martirum lautlabihsl O charitas inextinguihilisi O patientia 
invincibilis, quae licet inter pressuras persequentium visa sitT 
despicabilis, invenietur in laudem et gloriam ac honorem in 
tempore tribulationid/ And thus passed he forth his dinner 
in great lamentation and heaviness, who Avas fed more with 
weeping tears than with any delicate meats that were set 
before him. I suppose there was not a dry eye among all the 
gentlemen that were there attending upon him. And when the 
table was taken up, we expected continually our removing, 
until it drew to night; and then it was showed my lord, that J 
he could not go away that night; but on tlie morrow, by J 
God*s grace, he should depait. * Even then/ quoth he, ' wheml 



• The words Tfrfiich folio w^ I appreliend, are port of some ecclesiofiticall 
hyran. It won nor. tiiiUHiiuI to aunbiiie tbe name of SiTiplttrt' to all siidtl 
compoailious^ and to whalever was read iu churcbca, *' Also I i^aiij iLndj 
aJiiniied'* (tbo words are part of die rcctmtatiou of a WickliSite) ** that I Leld! I 
tj^} Scripture catbolk nor holy, but only tJiat ia eoataiued in tbe Bible. Fot ] 
Ibe legeudB and iive» of sfuiils I held them nought; and tbe miracleft] 
written of them, J beld untrue." — Fox's Acts, p. 591. 
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mj lord of Northumberland sliall be pleased/ Wherefore it 
Wiis concluded, that be should tarry until the next daj, being 
Sundaj. 

'' On which day my lord rose in the morning, and prepared 
bim ready to ride after lie had heard mufis; and by that time 
he had said all bis divine service, it was dinner time; and after 
dinner the earl appointed all things how it should be or- 
dered; and by that time it was near night. There were ap- 
pointed to wait upon biro divers perjsons, among whom I 
myself and four more of bis own servants were assigned 
unto him. First his chaplain, two grooms, and his barber: 
and as w^e were going down out of the great chamber, my 
lord demanded w^here his servants were become; the which 
the earl and Mr, Walsh bad inclosed within the chapel there, 
because they should not trouble his passage. Not with stimd- 
ing my loi-d would not go down until be had a sight of his 
servants; to whom it was answered that he mighl not see 
them. ' Why so?* then quoth my lord. * I will not out of 
this house, but I wall see my servants, and take my leave of 
them before I w ill go any further/ And his servants, being 
in the chapel, having understanding that my lord was going 
away, and that they should not see bim befoi-e his departure, 
they began to grudge, and to make such a rueful noise, that 
the commissioners were io doubt of a tumult to tarry among 
them I wherefore they were let out, and suffered to repair to 
my lord in the great chamber; where they kneeled down 
before him; among whom was no one dry eye, but earnestly 
lamented their master's fall and trouble* To whom my lord 
gave comfortable woi-ds and worthy praises for their dili- 
gence, honesty, and truth done to bim heretofore, assuring 
them that what chance soever should happen him, be was a 
very true and a just man to his sovereign lord. And thus 
with a lamentable manner ahaked every of them by the hand. 

Then he was constrained to depart, the nigbt drew so fast 
on. And so my lord's horse and ours were brought into 
the inner court; where we mounted, aod coming to the gate 
to ride out, which was shut, the porter opening the same to let 
us pass, there was ready attending a great number of gentlemen 
with their servants, such as the earl had appointed for that 
purpose, to attend and conduct my lord to Pomfret that nigbt, 
and so forth as you shall hereafter hear. But to tell you of 
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the number of the people of the countTy that were as^emble^ 
ut the gate to lament his deportiDg, I suppose there were in , 
namber above three thousand people; which at the openinj 
of the gates, after thej had a sight of him, cried with a loi 
voice, ' God save your grace! God save rour grace! 
foul evil take them that have thus taken you from us! W< 
pray God that a very vengeance may light upon them!' Thi 
they ran after bim, crying through the town of Cawood, th( 
loved bim m well Surely they had a great loss of hij 
both rich and poor: for the poor hud by him great relief; 
and the rich lacked not his counsel and help in all their 
troubk% wldch caused hini to have such love among t 
people of the country, 

" Thf n rade he with Lis conductors towards Pomfret; ani 
by the way as be rode, he called me unto him, asking me if 
had any gentleman of mine acquaintance among the number 
that rodu with him. * Yea, sir,' ^aid I, ' what is your plea- 
sure?* ' Marry/ (|uoth he, ' I have left a thing behind that 
I would fain have; the which I would most gladly send for/ 
* If 1 knew/ quotli I, Svhat it were» 1 should send one in- 
continent back again for it.' ^ Then/ j^aidhe, * let the messen-J 
ger go to my lord of Northumljerlaudj and det*ire him to send^ 
me the rctl buckram bag, lying in my almonry in my cham- 
ber, sen led with my seal.' With that I departed from Mm, 
and went straiglit unto one Sir Eoger Lascelle^, knight, and 
steward witli the earl (being one among the rout), and de- 
sired him to cause some of his servantB to return to my lord 
of Northumberland for that purpose; who granted my request 
most gently, and thereupon sent incontinent one of his trusty 
servants with all speed back again to Cawood for the said 
bag; wlm did so lionestly his message, that he broiight the 
same unto iny lord shortly after he wrs in his chamber at the 
abbey of Pomfret, where he lay all night. In which bag 
was no other thing inclosed but three shirt.^ of hair, the which 
he delivered unto his chaplain and ghostly father secretly. 

** Furthermore, as he rode towards Pomfret, he demanded 
of me, whither they wouM lead him that night. * Marry, 
air,' quoth I, ' to Pomfret.* ' Alas,* quotli he, * shall I go to 
the castle, and lie there, and die like a beast?' * Sir, 1 can 
tell you no more/ quoth I, Svhat they intend to do; but, sir, 
I will inquire of a secret friend of mine in this company, who 
is chief of all their counsels/ 
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" With tbat I repaired unto the said Sir Roger Lnscelles, 
and dtisired him as eartiestly as I couhl, that }ie would vouch- 
safe to show me whither my lord shoidd fj^o to lie lodged that 
night; who answered me again that my lord shoidd be lodged 
in the abbey oC PomtVet, a ad in none other platie; the which 
I reported to my lord, who was glad thereof; so that witliin 
night we ciune to Pomfret, and tiiere lodged within the abbey 
as is aforesaid. 

" And my lord of Northumberland conthiued all that night 
at C a wood J to see tlie dispatch of the household, and to estab- 
lish all the stuff within the same in seeurity. 

" The next day my lord removed towards Doneaster, and 
came into the town by toreh-light, the which was his desire, 
because of the people. Yet notwithstanding the peoplti were 
assembled, and cried out upon him, * God save your grace, 
God save your grace, ray good lord cardind/ running before 
Mm with candles in their hands; who caused me to ride by 
his side to shadow him from the people; and yet they per- 
ceived him, and lamented his misfortune, cursing iiis accusers. 
And thus they brought him to the Black-friarSj within the 
which he was lodged. 

" And the next day we removed and rode to Sheffield- 
pai^k, where my lord of Shrewsbury lay within the lodgo^ 
the people all the way thitherward still lamenting him and 
crying as they did before. And when we came into the park 
of *Sheffieldj nigh to the lodge, my lord of Shrew sburj% with 
my lady and a train of gentlewomen, and all other his gen- 
tlemen and j^ervants, stood without the gates, to attend ray 
lord'rf coming, to receive him; at whose alighting the earl 
received him with much honour, and embraced my lordj say- 
ing these words, ' My lord,* quoth he, - yoor grace is most 
heartily welcome unto me, and I am glad to see yon here in 
my poor lodgii, where I have long desired to see you, and 
should have been much more gladder, if you had come after 
another sort.' ' Ay, my gentle lord of Sbrewsbury,' quoth 
my lord, * I heartily thank you: and although I have cause 
to lament, yet, as a faithful heart maj, I do rejoice that my 
chance is to come unto the custody of so noble a person, whose 
approved honour and wisdom liath always been right well 
known to all noble estates. And, sir, howsoever my accusers 
liave used their accusations against me, this I know, and sa 
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before your lordship, and all the world, I do protest, thi 
demeanour and proceedings hare always been both jus 
loyal towards my sovereign and liege lord; of whose Ui?nge in 
his grace's affairs your lordship hath bad right good expe- 
rience; and even according to my truths so I Ijeseech God to 
help rae!' *I doubt not/ quotli my lord of Shrewsbury, ' of 
your truth. Therefore, my lord, be of good eiieer, and fear 
not; for I am nothing i^orry, hut that I have not wherewith 
to entertain you according to my good will and your honour; 
but such aa I have, you shall be welcome to it; ibr T will not 
receive you as a prisoner, but as my good lord, and tlie king's 
true and loving subjec!; and sir, here is my wife come to 
salute you.* "Whom my lord kissed, with his cap in his hand, 
bareheaded, and all the other gentlemen; and took all the 
earFs servants by tlie hands, as well gentlemen as yeomen. 
This done, these two lords went into the lodge, arm in arm, 
and so conducted ray lord into a fair gallery, where was in 
the further end thereof a goodly tower ivith lodgings, where 
my lord w as lodged. There was also in the midst of the same 
gfdlery a traverse of sarsnet drawn ; so that the one ^nd 
thereof was preserved for my lord, nnd the other for the earl. 

** Then departed from my lord all the great number of gen- 
tlemen and other that conducted him thither. And my lord, 
being thus with my lord of Slirewshury, continued there 
eighteen days afterj upon whom my lord of Shrewsbury 
appointed divers worthy gentlemen to attend continually, to 
foresee that he should lack nothing that be would desire, being 
served in his own chamber at dinner and supper, as honour- 
ably, and with as many dainty dishes, as he had in his own 
bouse commonly being at liberty. And once every day my 
lord of Shrew.sbury would repair unto him, and commune 
with him, sitting upon a bench in a great window in the 
gallery. And although that my said lord of Shrewsbury would 
right heartily comfort him, yet would be lament so piteously, 
that it would make my lord of Shrewsbury to be very heavy 
for bis grief. * Sir,* said he, * I have, and do daily receive, 
letters from the king, commanding me to entertain you as one 
that he highly favoureth and loveth; whereby I do perceive 
ye do lament morti than ye have cause to do. And although 
ye be accused (as I trust w^rong fully), yet the king can do no 
less but to put you to your trial, the which is more for the 
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satisfying of some persons, than for anj mistrust tbat he hath 
of your traitorous doings.' ' Alas! my lord/ quotli my lord 
cardinal, ^ is it not a piteous case^ that any man should so 
wrongfully accuse me unto the king, and not to come to the 
king to my answer before hia grace? For I am welt assured, 
my lord, that there is no man alive tbat looketh in this face 
of mine who is able to accuse me» It grieveth me very much 
that the king should have any such opiuion in me, to think 
that I would be false or conspire any evil to his person; who 
may well consider that I have no a^ijured friends in aU the 
world, but only his grace; so that if I should go about to 
betray my sovereign lord and prince, in whom- is aU my trust 
and confidence before all other, all men might justly think 
and say, that I lacked both grace, witj and discretion. Nay^ 
nay, my lord, I would rather venture to shed my heart's blood 
in his defence, as I am bounds both for m^y allegiance and for 
my safeguard; for he is ray statf that supporteth me, and the 
wall that defendeth me against alt these my corrupt enemies, 
and all other who knowcth mc, and my true diligent proceed- 
ings in all his airairs and doings, much better than any of 
them* Therefore, to conclude^ it is not to be thought tbat 
ever I would maliciously or traitorously travail or wish any 
hurt or damage to his royal person or imperial dignity, but, 
as 1 said before, defend it wnth the very shedding of my 
heart's blood, and if it were but only for mine own defence, 
to preserve mine estate and simple life, that which mine 
enemies think I do so much esteem; having no other refuge 
to fly unto for protection and defence, but only under the 
shadow of his wings, Alas! my lord, I was in a good estate 
now, and hved quietly j being right well contented wdth the 
same. But mine enemies, who never sleep, but continually 
study, both sleeping and waking, to rid me out of the way, 
perceiv^ing the contentation of my mind, doubted that if I 
Uved, their malicious and cruel dealings w^ould grow at length 
to their shamcj rebuke, and open slander; and thereibre would 
prevent the same with the shedding of my blootL But froui 
God, that knowcth the secret of their hearts, and of all others^ 
it cannot be hid, nor yet unrewarded, when he shall see oppor- 
tunity. And my good lord, if you would show yourself so much 
my good friend as to require the king*s majesty that mine 
aceoaerB may come before my face in bis presence, and there that 
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I may make answer, I doubt not but ye sball see me acquit 
myself of ail tbeir malicious accusations, and utterly confound 
them ; for tbey shall ne%^er be able to prove, by any due pro- 
bation, that ever I offended the king either in though t, woi"d, 
or deed. Therefore I desire you, and most heiirtily require 
your good lordship to be a mean for me, that I may answer 
unto my accusations befoi'e the king's majesty* The ease is 
his, and if their accusations were ti'ue, then should it touch 
him more eai'neatly, wherefore it were convenient that he 
should hear it himself. But 1 fear me that they intend to 
dispatch me, rather than I should come before his presence; 
for they be well assured, and very certain, that my truth 
should vanquish all their accusations and untrue surmises, 
which is the especial cause that raaketh me so earnestly desire 
to make mine answer befoi'e the king's majesty. The loss of 
goods, the slander of my name, nor yet all my trouble grieveth 
me anything so much as the loss of the kirig*s favour, and that 
he should have in me such an opinion, without desert, of un- 
truth, that have with such travail and pains served the king so 
justly, so painfully, and with so good an heart, to his profit 
and honour at all timefl. And against the truth of my doingg 
their accusations proved by me to be unjust^ should do me 
more pleasure and good than the obtaining much treasure; as 
1 doubt not to do, if the case might he indififerently heard. 
Now, ray good lord, weigh my reasonable request, and let 
charity and truth move your heart with pity to help me in 
all this my truth, wherein you shall take no manner of rebuke 
or slander, by the grace of God,* * Well, then,' said my lord 
of Shrewsbury, *1 w^ill write to the king in your behalf^ 
declaring to him by laj letters how ye lament his indignation 
and displeasure; and also what request ye make for the trial 
of jour truth towards his highness*' And after divers other 
communications as they were accustomed daily to have, they 
departed asunder. 

" Remaining there thus with my lord the space of a fort- 
night, having goodly entertainment, and often desired by the 
earl to kill a doe or hart in his park there, who always refused 
to take any pleasure either in hunting or otherwise, but 
applied his prayers continually with great devotion ; so that 
it came to pass at a certain time^ as he sat at dinner in his 
€wn chambeiv having at bis board's end the same day, as he 
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accustom ably Iiad every day, a mess of gentlemen and chap- 
laiTis to keep him company, towards tlie end of his dinner, 
when lie came to the eating of his fruits, I perceived his 
colour ot'teii to change, whereby I judged him not to be in 
good healtli. With that I leaned over the table, and, speak- 
ing softly unto him, said, * Sir, me seeraeth your grace is not 
well at ease/ To whom he answered and said, with a loud 
voice, 'Forsooth, no more I am; for I am,* quoth lie, -^ taken 
suddenly with a thing about my stomach that lieth there 
along as cold as a whetstone, which is no more but wind; 
therefore I pray you take np the table, and make a short 
dinner, imd that done, resoit shortly again.* And after the 
meat was carried out of the chamber into the gallery, where 
all the waiters dined, and every man set, I rose up and forsook 
my dinner, and came into the chamber unto my lord, whexe 
I found him still sitting very iU at ease; notwithstanding, he 
was communing with them at the board's end, whom he had 
commanded to sit stiLh And as soon as I was entered the 
chamber, he desired me to go to the apothecary, and intj^uire 
of him if he had anything that would make him break wind 
upward. Then went I to the earl, and showed him what 
estate my lord was in, and wliat lie desired. With that my 
lord of Shrewsbury caused incontinent the apothecary to be 
called beibre him ; and at his coming he demanded of him if 
he had anything that would break wind upward in a man's 
bodyj and he answered that he had such gear, 'Then/ 
quoth the earl, ' fetch me some/ Then departed the apothe* 
cary, and brought with him a white confection in a fair paper, 
and showed it unto my lord, who commanded me to give the 
saye thereof before him, and so 1 did. And 1 took the same 
and brought it to my lord, whereof alt^o I took the saye myself, 
and then delivered it to my lord, w ho received it up all at 
once into his mouth. But immediately after he had received 
the same, surely he avoided much wind exceedingly upward » 
*Lo,' quoth he, *you may see it was but wind; and now 
am I well eased, I thank God;* and so rose from the table 
and went to his prayers, as he used every day after dinner. 
And that done there came upon him such a laske, that it 
caused him to go to the stool; and being there, my lord of 
Shrewsbury sent for me, and at my repair to Mm, he said, 
* Forasmuch as I have always perceived you to be a man in 
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whom my lord jour master hatli great affiance, and also 
knowing you to be an honest man (witli many more words of 
commendation and prai&e than becometh me here to recite), 
it is so, that my lord your master hath often desired me to write 
to the king, that he might come he lore his presence to answer 
to his accusations; and even so have I done; and this day 
have I received letters from the king's grace, hy sir WilHam 
Kingston, whereby I perceive that the king hatii in him a 
good opinion; and by my request he hath sent for kim, by 
the same sir William, to come unto him, who is in hiB 
chamber. Wherefore, now is the time come that my lord 
hath often desired to try himself, I trust, much to his honour; 
and it shall he the best journey that ever he made in his life. 
Therefore, now would 1 have you to play the part of a wise 
man, to break this matter wittily unto him, in such sort that 
he may take it quietly and io good part; for he is ever so full 
of sorrow and heaviness at my being with him, that I fear 
me he will take it in evil part, and thendocth he not well; for 
I assure you, and so show him, that the king is his good lord, 
and hath given me most worthy thanks for liis entertainment, 
desiring and commanding me so to continue, not doubting 
but that he will right nobly acquit himself towards his high- 
ness. Therefore go your ways to him, and persuade with 
him that 1 may iind Iiim in good quiet at my coming, for I 
will not tarry long after you.* * Sij'/ quoth I, * if it please 
your lordship, I shall endeavour me to the best of my power 
to accomplish your lordship's commandment. But, sir, I 
doubt, that when I shall name sir Wilham Kingston to him, 
he will mistrust that all is not well; because Mr. Kingston 
IS constable of the Tower, and captain of the guard, having 
with him, as I nnderstand, twenty-four of the gnard to attend 
upon him.' * Marry, it is truth,' quoth the earl, ^ what thereof, 
although he be constable of the Tower? he is ihe most 
meetesl man for his wisdom and discretion to be sent about 
any such message. And ibr the guard, it is for none other 
purpose but only to defend him against them that would 
intend him any evil, either in word or deed; and they be ail, 
or for the most part, such of bis old servants as the king took 
of late into his service, to the intent that they should attend 
upon him most justly, knowiag best how to serve Idm/ 
' Well, sir,' said J, ' I shall do what I can,* and so departed 
from him towards my lord. 
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" And as I repaired unto him, I found him sitting at the 
upper end of the gallery ypon a chest, with his staff and his 
beads in his hands. And espyiag me coming from the earl, 
demanded of me, what news? ' Forsootb, sir,* qucith I, 'the 
best newa that ever eame to you, if your gmce can take it 
well.* ' I pray God it he/ quoth he, Svhat is it?' ^Forsooth, 
sir,' said I, *my lord of Shrewsbury, perceiving by your 
often oc^mniunication with hiro, that you were always desirous 
to come before the king^a majesty, he, as your most assured 
friend, hath travailed so with his letters unto the king, thai 
he bath sent for you, by Mr. Kingston and twenty -four of 
the guard, to conduct you to his highness.' ' filr. Kingston,' 
quoth he, rehearsing his name* once or twice, and with that 
clapped his hand on his thigh, and gave a great sigh. ' Sir,* 
quoth I, * if it please your grace, if you would or could 
take all things in good part, it should be much better 
for you. Content youi'seli^ for God's sake, and think 
that God and }^our friends have wrought for you, accord- 
ing to your own desire. Did ye not always wish that 
ye might clear yourself before the king; and now that God 
and your friends have brought your desire to pass, ye will 
not take it thankfully? If you consider your truth and loyalty 
to our sovereign lord, against the which your enemies cannot 
prevail, the king being your good lord, as he is, ye know 
well the king can do no less than he doeth to you, being to 
his highness accused of some heinous crime, but cause you to 
be brought to your trial, and there to receive according to 
your merits; the which his highness trustetb, and saith no 
less, hut that yon shall prove yourself a just man to his 
majesty, wherein ye have more cause to rejoice than thus to 
hmient or to mistrust the favourable ministration of due justice. 



* " I know BOt wlietlier ot no ii, be >vurtb the mentioning beru (however 
we will put it on tbe adveTJture), but ctirdiual Wuisey, in hh life time was 
informed by aome fortune-tf llers^ that fie skotild havt' ki$ end at Khfffsion. 
Thi.4» liis eredulity imerpreted of Kingftton-ou TltHnits; wliicb made bim al- 
ways to avoid tlio riding tliiaugb that uiwtt, tliougrii the nearest way from bis 
lionsB to tlio conrt. Aftcrwiirda^ undei^tttndin^ that be was to be comiaitted 
by tbe kings express order to tbe chor{:fe of sir Autbony Kingston (see 
Henry I.ord Howard in Ms hook against Prophecies, chap. 27, fob IStJ), it 
atnuik to bis heart; too late perceiving bimaelf deceived by Uiat father 
nf liea in liis bomonynioua prediction.*' — Fuller'*) Chtirch Hisior^jt book 0^ 
p. 178. 
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For I assure you your enemies be more afraid of you than 
you of them; and doubting yon so much, they wish the thing 
that they shall never, I trust, bring to pa:*s with all their 
wits— the king: (as I said before) being your indifferent 
judge and your earnest friend. And, to prove that he so 
is, see ye not how lie hath jient gentle Mr. Kingston to 
honour you with as much honour as ivas due to you in your 
high estat*^, and to convey you by such easy journeys as you 
will command him to do; and that ye ghall have all your 
desires and requests by the way in every place, to your grace's 
contentation and honour. Whereforej sir, I humbly beseech 
your grace to imprint all these persuasions, and many other 
like, in your high discretion, and be of good cheerj wherewith 
ye shall comfort yourself, and give all your friends and ser- 
Tants good liope of your good speed.' * Well, weO, then,' 
quoth he, ' I perceive more than ye can imagine or do know; 
experience of old hath taught me,* Aod therewith he rose up 
and went into his chamber, and went to tlie stool, the Isiske 
troubled him so sore; and when he had done he came out 
figain, and immediately atter^ my lord of Shrewsbury came 
into the gallery unto him, with whom my lord met, and then 
sitting down there upon a bench in a great bay window, the 
earl asked him how he did, and he most lamentably, as he 
was accuf^toracd to do, answered him, and thanked him for 
his gentle entertainment. * Sir,' quoth the carl, * if ye re- 
member, ye have often wished to come before the king to make 
your answer, and I perceiving your oHen desire and earnest 
request, as one that bearcth you good will, have written 
especially unto tlic king in that behalf; making him privy 
also of your lamentable sorrow that yc inwardly have received 
of his displeasure, who accepteth all your doings therein as 
friends be accustomed to do in such cases* Wherefore I 
would advise you to pluck up your heart, and be not agliast 
of your enemies, who, I assure you, be more in doubt of you 
than you would think, perceiving that the king is minded to 
have tlie hearing of your case before his own person. Now, 
sir, if you can be of good cheer, I doubt not but this journey 
which you shall take up unto his highneps shall be mui:h to 
your advancement, und an overthrow to your enemies. The 
king hath sent for you by the worshipful knight, Mr. King- 
ston, and with liim twenty-four of your old servants, now of 
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the guard, to defend you against your enemies, to the intent 
that ye may safely come imto his majesty.* " Sir/ quoth ray 
lord, ' I trow that Mr. Kingston is constable of the Tower.* 
* Yea, what of that?' quoth the earl; ^ I assure you he is 
elected of the king for one of your friends, and for a discreet 
genlleinan, most worthy to take upon him the safe;cjuard and 
conduct of your person, which, without fail, the king much 
esteemeth, and secretly beareth you special favour, hir other* 
'wise than ye do take it.' ' Well, sir,' quoth my lord, * as 
God will, so be it. I am subject to fortune, and to fortune I 
submit mysellj being a truemanj ready to accept such chances 
as shall follow, and there an end. Sir, I pray you, where is 
Mr. Kingston ?* ' !Marry.' quoth the earl, " if you iviU, I 
will send for hira, wlio would mo^t gladly see you.' 'I pray 
you then,* quotli my lord, ' send for him.* At whose message 
lie came; and as soon as my lord espied him coming at the 
gallery end, he made haste to encounter him. Mr, Kingston 
came towards him with much reverence; and at his coming 
he kneeled down unto him, and saluted him in the kingV 
behalf, whom my lord, bare-lieaded, ofltred to take up, but 
lie still refused. Then quoth my lord, 'Mr, Kingston, I pray 
yoa to stand up, and leave your kneeling unto me; for I am 
but a wretch replete witli misery, not esteeming myself, but 
as a vile abject utterly east a^vay, witlnjiit desert, as God 
knoweth; and, therefore, good Mr. Kingston, stand up, or I 
will kneel down by you,' whom he wonld not leave until he 
Stood up. Then spake Mr, Kingston, and said, with humble 
reverence, * Sir, the kings majesty hath him commended unto 
you/ * I thank his highness/ quoth my lord; 'I trust he is 
,in health and merry/ ' Yea, without doubt,' quotli IMr. 
ngston; 'and he commanded me to say unto you, that 
you should assure yourself that he beareth tin to you as 
much good will and favour as ever he did, and willeth you 
to he of good cheer. And whereas repoit hath been made 
nnto him, that you should commit against his royal majesty 
certain heinous crimes, which he thinketh perfectly to be 
untrue, yet, for tiie ministration of justice, in si^ch cases 
requisite, he can do no less than send for you to your trial, 
mistrusting nothing your truth nor wisdom, but that ye shall 
be able to acquit yourself of all complaints and accusations 
exhibited against you; and to take your journey to him at 
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your own pleasure, commanding me to attend upon yoa with 
ministration of due reverence, and to see jour person pre* 
served against all inconveniences that may ensue; and to elect 
all such your old servants, now bis, to serve you by the way, 
who have most experience of your diet Therefore, sir, I 
beseech you be of good cheer; and when it shall be your 
own pleasure to take your journey, I shall be ready to give 
attendance upon you/ *Mr. Kingston,' quoth mj lord, *I 
thank you for your good news; and, sir, hereof assure your- 
self, that if I were as able and lusty as I have been but of 
late, I would not fail to ride with you in post; but, sir, I am 
diseased with a flux* that maketh me very weak. But, AEr. 
Kingston, all the comfortable words which ye have spoken 
unto me be spoken but for a purpose to bring me into a fooFs 
paradise; I know what is provided for me. Notwithstand- 
ing, I thank you for your good wiU and pains taken about 
me, and I shall with all speed make me ready to ride with 
you to-morrow/ And thus they fell into other communica* 
tion, both the earl and Mr, Kingston with mj lord, who 
commanded me to fore^see and provide that all things might 
be made ready to depart the morrow after. Then caused I 
all things to be trussed up, and made in a readiness as fast as 
they could conveniently. 

" When night came that we should go to bed, my lord 
waxed very sick with the laske, the which caused him still 
continually from time to time to go to the stool, all that night; 
insomuch that from the time that it took him, until the next 
morning, he had fifty stools, so that he was that day very 

* In the printed editioui^ the passage stands thus : " Bat alas ! I am a 
diseased niun, having a flux : (at ^vliicb tizne it was apparent that h-e had 
pnuonrd hhmelf) it hath made me vei-y weak." p. IJKI, edit- 1700. " Ii is 
higbJy probohle (says Dr. FiihkH in his Life of Wohey* p* 4S]i>), this expres- 
sion ODght to be taken in n softer senap, than the words strielly import, aiid 
that Cavendish only intended by it, that he ^voh poisoned by laldiig some- 
thing prepared for him hy other haiiJa,'* Dn F. then proceeds to invalidaie 
by renBoning, the story of the cartlinid ha^inp hastened \m own dtalli. But 
I apprehend it cannot be thougljt that ihere is much force in the doctor's 
argumeutu. It is more importitiit to observe, tbat it admits of great ques- 
lion, ivhether the words in the piireiithe»ls are not ailogetlter an interpola- 
tion. They do not occur in any MS. whicb 1 have seen. Si ill it ia certain 
tliat tJie charge of \m having poisoned hinnaelf was repeated by contem- 
porary wntera without scruple. See Tiiidairs Works^, p. 404 Supplica- 
titm to tiie Queen's Majettjf^ fol* 7^ a. d, 1&&5. Fox's AcU, p. 959. — 
Wordtworth. 
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yresk. His matter that he voided was wondrous black, the 
which the physician called coUer adustine; and when he per- 
ceived it^ he said to me, that if he had not some help shortly 
he shall die. With that I caused one doctor Nicholas, a 
doctor of physic, being with my lord of Shrewsbury, to look 
upon the gross matter that he voided, upoo sight whereof he 
determined he should not live four or five daysj yet, notwith- 
standing, he would have ridden with Mr. Kingston that same 
day, if my lord of Shrewsbury had not been* Therefore, in 
consideration of his infirmity, they caused him to tarry all 
that day. 

" And the next day he took his journey, with Mr, King- 
ston and them of the guard. And as soon as they espied 
him, considering that he was their old master, and in such 
estate, they lamented his misfortune with weeping eyes. 
Whom my lord took by the hand, and many times, as he rode 
by the way, he would talk, now with one^ then with another, 
until he came to a house of my lord of Shrewsbury's, called 
Hardwick Hall, where he lay all that night very evil at ease. 
The next day he rode to Nottingham, and there lodged that 
night, more sick, and the next day he rode to Leicester Abbey, 
and by tlie way he w^axed so sick, that he was almost fallea 
from his mule-, so that it was night before we came to the 
abbey of Leicester, where at his coming in at the gate, the 
abbot with all his convent met him with divers torches light, 
whom they right honourably received and welcomed with 
great reverence* To whom my lord said, * Father abbotj I 
am come hither to leave my bones among you,* riding so still 
until he came to the stairs of his chamber, where he alighted 
from his mule; and then Master Kingston took him by the 
arm, and led him up the stairi!, who told me afterwards he 
never felt so heavy a burden in all his life. And as soon as 
he was in his chamber, he went incontinent to his bed very 
sick. This was upon Saturday at night; and then continued 
he, sicker and sicker. 

'* Upon Monday^ in the morningj as I stood by hia bedside, 
about eight of the clock, the windows being close shut, and 
having wax lights burning upon the cupboard, I beheld him, 
as me seeraedj drawing fast towards death. He perceiving 
my shadow upon the wall by the bedside, asked who was 
there? * Sir/ quoth I, ' 1 am here.* * How do you?' quoth 
he to me. * Very well, sir/ quoth I, ' if I might see your 
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grace well*' * What is it of the clock?* said Ee to me. ' Sir,* 
said I J * it is pnst eight in the morning/ * Eight of thye 
clock?' quotli lie, * tlmt cannot he,' rehearsing divers times, 

* eight of the clock [ eight of the clock ! nay, nay/ quoth 
he at tet, * it caonot be eight of the clock, for by eight of the 
clock skall you lose your master; for my time draweth near, 
that I must depart this world.* With that one doctor Palmes, 
a worshipful gentleman, being his chaplain and ghostly father, 
standing foy^ bade me secretly demand of him if he would be 
striven, and to be in readiness towards God, whatsoever 
should chance. At whose desire I asked him that qyestion. 

* What have you to do to ask me any stit-h question ?' quoth 
he, and began to be very angry with me for my presumption, 
until at the last Master Doctor took my pnrt, and talked with 
him in Latin, and so pacified him. 

" At afternoon Master Kingston sent for me into his 
chamber, and at my coming there said to me, * So it is, that 
the king hath &ent me letters by Master Vincent, one of your 
old companions, who hath been in trouble in the Tower for 
money that my lord should have at his last departing from 
him, which cannot now be found. Wherefore tiie king, at 
this Vincent's request, for the declaration of his truth, hath 
sent him hither with his grace^s letters, that T should examine 
my lord in that behalf, and to have your counsel herein s to 
the intent my lord may take it well and in good part. This is 
the cause of my sending for you; therefore 1 pray you of your 
counsel, what way is best to be taken therein, for the true 
acquittal of this poor gentleman, Master Vincent.' * Sir,' quoth 
I, * as touching that matter, after mine advice, you shall in your 
own person resort unto him to visit him, and in communication 
break the matter unto him. And if ho will not tell the 
truth, there be that can satisfy the king's mind therein. But in 
any wise mention not nor speak of my fellow Vincent* And 
also I would advise you not to tract the time with him ; for 
he is very sick, and I fear me he will not live past a day.' 
Then went Master King^ton to visit him; and asked him 
first how he did, and so forth proceeded in conversation, 
wherein Master Kingston demanded of him of the said 
money, saying, * that my lord of Northumberland hath found 
a book at Cawood, that reporteth that you had but late fifteen 
himdred pounds, and it will not be found, not so much as one 
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penny thereof, who hath made the king privy of the same. 
Wherefore the khig hath written unto mcj to demand of you 
where it ia become; for it were pity that it should be em- 
bezzled from you both. Therefore I shall require you, in 
the krng*3 name, to tell me the truth, to the intent tliat I may 
make just report unto hia majesty of your answer therein/ 
Wit) J that my lord paused a little, and said, * Oh, goud Lord ! 
how much doth it grieve me that the king should think in me 
any such deeeit^ wherein I should deceive him of any one 
penny that 1 have. liather than I would. Master lungston^ 
embezzle, or deceive him of one penny, 1 would it were 
inoulten, and put into my mouth;* which words he spake 
twice or thrice very vehemently- * I have nothing, nor never 
liaid (God be mj judge,) that I esteemed so much my own, 
but that I took it ever to be the kinj^'s ^roods, having but the 
bare use thereof during my life, and after njy death to leave 
it wholly to him; wherein he hath but prtt vented my intent 
and {mrpose. And for this money that you demand of me, 1 
assure you that it is none of mine, for 1 borrowed it of divers 
of my friends to bury me, and to bestow among my servants, 
who have taken gi*eat pains about me, like trtje and faithful 
servants. Notwithstimding, if it be hi^ pleasure to have this 
money from me, I must hold me content. Yet I would most 
humbly beseech his majesty to see that satisfied, for the dis* 
charge of my conscience unto them that I owe it/ * Who 
be they?* quotli Mr. Kingston. ' That shall I show you,' 
fiaid my lord. * I borrowed two hundred pounds thereof of 
sir John Allen of London; and another two hundred pounds 
of sir Richard Gresham of London; also other two liundred 
pounds of the master of the Savoy, also two hundrtid pounds 
of Doctor Ilickden, dean of my college in Oxford; and two 
hundred pounds of the treasurer of the church of York; and 
also two hundred pounds of parson EUis, my chaplain; and 
another one hundred pounds of a priest, that was then liis 
steward, whose name 1 have forgotten; to whom I trust ihe 
king will restore the same again, forasmuch as it is none 
of mine** ' Sir,' quoth Ms. Kingston, ' there is no doubt in 
the king; whom you need not to mistrust in that, but 
when the king shall be advertised hereof^ as I shall report at 
my return, of your eai'nest request therein, his grace will do 
113 shall become him. But, sir, 1 pray you, where is thi* 
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money?' * Mn Kingston,' qiiotk mj lord, * I will not con- 
ceal it from the king, but will declare it unto you, or I die, 
by the grace of God, Take a little patience with me, I 
beseech you.* ' Well, sir, then will I trouble you no more at 
this time, trusting that you will tell me to-morrow.' ' Yea, 
that I will, Mr. Kingston, for the money is safe enough, 
and in an lionest man's keeping, who will not keep one penny 
thereof from the king/ And then the abbot of Leicester 
sent for Mr. Kingston to supper, who then departed for that 
night, 

" Howheit my lord waxed very sick, most likely to die that 
night, and often swooned, and as melhought drew on fast to 
his end, until it was four of the clock of the mornings at 
which time I spoke to him, and asked him how he did, 
* Well,* quoth he, * if I had any meat; I pray you give me 
some/ * Sir, there is none ready/ said I, * I wis/ quoth 
he, * you he the more to blame; for you should have always 
meat for me in u readiness^ to eat when my stomach serveth 
me; therefore, I pray yoti, get me some; for I intend this 
day to make me strong, to the intent that I mny occupy my- 
self in confession, and make rae ready to God/ * Then^ sir,' 
quoth 1, * I will call up the cooks to provide some meat for 
you; and will also, if it be your pleasure, call for Mr. Palmes, 
that ye may commune with him, until your meat he ready/ 
' With a good \¥ill,' quoth he. And therewith I went fast, 
and called up the cooks, bidding them to prepare some meat 
for my lord. Then went I to Mr. Palmes, and told him 
what ca&e mv lord wn* In, willing him to rir*e and resort to 
him with speed. And then I went to Mr. Kingston, and 
gave him warning, that, as I thought, my lord would not 
live: advising him that if he had anything to say to him, htr 
should make haste, for he was in great danger. * In good 
faith,' quoth Sir. Kingston, ' you he to blame, for you make 
him believe that he is sicker and in more danger than he is 
indet^d/ ' Well, sir,' quoth I, * you t^hall not say another 
day but 1 have given yon warning, as I am bound to do, and 
discharge myself therein. Therefore, I pray you, whatsoever 
shall chance, let no negligence be ascribed to me herein; for 
I assure you his life is wry short. Do, therefore, as yon 
tliink best.' Yet, nevertheless, he rose, and made him ready, 
and came to him. After he had eaten of a cullace made of 
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chicken a, spoonful or two, at the last quoth Jie, * Whereof was 
this cullace made?* * Foraooth, sir,* quoth I, * of a chicken.* 

* ^"hy,* quoth he^ * it iy fasting daj>' (heing St. Andrew's 
even). * What though it he/ qnoth Doctor Palmes, *" you be 
excused by reason of your sickness?' ^ Yea,' quoth lie, * what 
though? I will eat no more/ 

** Then was lie in coufession the space of an hour. And 
when he had ended his confession, Master Kiiigsiton came to 
Mm* and bade him good morrow, for it was ahuut six of the 
clock, and asked him how he did. ' Sir,* quoth he, ' I tarry 
but the pleasure of God, to render up my poor soul into his 
hands/ ' Kot so, sir/ quoth Master Kingston, ' with the 
grace of God, you shall live,, and do very well, if you wdll be 
of good ciieer/ ^ Nay, in good sooth, Master Kingi^ton, my 
disease is such that I cannot live; for I have liad some expe- 
rience in physic. Thus it is; I have a flux with a continual 
fever; the nature whereof is, that if there be no alteration of 
the same within eight days, either must ensue excoriatiou of 
the entrails, or frenzy^ or else present death; and tlie best of 
these three is death. And, as I suppose, this is the eighth 
day; and if you sec no alteration in me, there is no remedy^ 
save that I may live a day or two after, but death, which is 
the best of these tliree, must follow.* ' Sir,' said Master 
Kingston, * you be in such pensiveness, doubting that tiling 
that in good faith you need not/ * Well, well, Master King- 
ston,' quoth my lord, * I see the matter niaketh you much 
worse than you should be against me; how it is framed I 
know not; but if I had served God as diligently as I have 
done the king, he would not have given me over in my grej 
hairs. But this is the just reward that I must receive for my 
dihgent pains and study that I hai e had to do him service; 
not regarding my service to God, but only to satisiy his plea- 
sure. I pray you have me moat humbly commended unto his 
royal majesty, and beseech him in my belialf, to call to his 
princely remembrance ail matters proceeding between him 
and me from the beginning of the world, and the progress of 
the same; and most especially in his weighty matter;' (mean-- 
ing the matter between good queen Katharine and him,)i 

* and then shall his grace's conscience know whether I have 
offended him or no. He is a prince of royal courage, and 
hath a princely heart; and rather than he wiE miss or want 
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any part of his will or pleasure, he will endanger the loss of 
one half of Km realm. For I af>sure you, I have often koeeled 
hefore liim the space Bometinies of three hours, to persuade 
him from his will and appetite; but I could never dissuade 
liim therefrom* Therefore, Master Kingston, I warn you, 
if it ebance you hereafter to he of his privy council , as for 
jour wisdom you ai*e very meet, be well assured and advised 
what you put into his head^ for you shall never put it out 
again. 

" * And say, furthermore, that I request his grace, on God's 
name^ that he have a vigilant eye to depress this new sort of 
Lutheran^,* that it do not increase through his negligence, 
in such a sort as he be at length compelled to put on harness 
upon his back to subdue them, as the king of Bohemia did, who 
had good game to see his commons infected with WicklifTe's 
heresies, to spoil the spiritual men of his realm, who at the 
last were constrained to call to the king and his nobles for 
succour against tlicir frantic rage; of whom they coulil get 
BO help nor refuge, but they laughc<l and had good game, not 
regarding their duty. But when these erroneous heretics 
had subdued all the clergy, both churches and monasteries, 
and all other spiritual things, then having nothing more to 
spoil, they caught such a courage of their former spoil, that 
then they disdained their prince with his nobles, and the 
heads and governors of the country, and be^an to spoil and 
slay them. Insomutdi as the king and other nohlemen w^ere 
constrained to put harness upon them, to resist the power of 
those traitorous heretics, and t^> defend their lives; who 
pitched a field against them, in whicli tield the conflict was so 
vehement and cruel on the rebels part, that, in fine, they 
slew the king, the nobles, and all the gentlemen of the realm, 
leaving not one person that bare the name of a nobleman or 
gentleman, or any person that bare rule in the commonwealth 



• in tbo ycai 1-i^l, the «ard.iiial, liy virtyti of lii« Jeit^tUiiie authority, issned 
ft majtdote to all the biKhopH in the leuliri, lo tuke the nocpssary menns for 
caJiliiag in »tud destroying dl books, printed or writien, containing any of the 
errors of Murlin Luther: sind fniiher ilirectiiig proceasefl to be instituted 
ftgainHt all the possessors ttiid favourers of such hookHj heresiea, Sec. The 
mandate contained also a list of forty-two erroTH of Luiher. See Wilkins** 
Condtuij vol. ill. p. (MH) — (i^S* and Stryje's Ecclesiastical Mcmormh, 
vol. i. p. OO— 40, — Words w&rth, . 
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aUve; by means of which slaogbter thej have lived ever 
since without a heiid, being brought into such poverty and 
misery that they be abhorred of all Christian nations. Let 
this be to him an example to avoid the like danger, I pray 
you* There is no trust to routs or to unlawful assemblies 
in the common people; ior when they be up, there is no 
mercy with them. Let him consider the story of king Richard 
the Second, one of hia progenitors, who lived in that same 
time also of Wickliffe's seditions and erroneous opinions. 
Did not the commons, I pray you, in his time, arise ttgainst 
the nobles and head governors of this realm of England; 
whereof some they apprehended, whom without mercy or 
misery they put to death? and did they not fall to spoiling 
and robbery, w- hich was their only pretence to have all things 
in common; and at the last took the king's person perforce out 
of the Tower of London, and carried him about the city pre- 
sumptuously, making him obedient to their lewd proclama- 
tions? Bid not, aboi the traitorous heretic, sir John Old- 
cast le, lord of Cobham, pitch a field with hei-etics against king 
Henry the Fifth, where the king himself waa personally, and 
fought against them, to whom God gave the victory? Alas! 
if these be not plain precedents, and sufficient persuasions to 
admonish a prince to be circumspect against the semblable 
mischief, then will God strike, and take from us our prudent 
rulers, and leave us in the hands of our enemies; and then 
shall ensue mischief upon mischief, inconvenience upon in- 
convenience, and barren neas and scmxity for lack of good 
order in the commonwealth, to the utter ruin and desolation 
of this realm, from the which God of his tender mercy defend 
ua. 

** * Master Kingston, farewell. I can no more say; but I 
wish, ere I die, all things to have good success. My time 
draweth on fast. I may not tari^ with you. And forget 
not what I have said and charged you withal; for when I 
am dead, ye shall peradventure remember my words better.' 
And even with those words, he began to draw his speech at 
length, and his tongue to fail—Ms eyes being presently set in 
his headj whose sight failed him. Then began we to put him 
in remembrance of Christ's passion, and caused the yeomen 
of the guard to stand by secretly to see him die, and to be 
witness of his words at his departure, wdio heard all his said 
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commoBication ; and incontinent the clock struck eight, and 
then gave he up the ghost, and thus he departed this present 
life.* And calhng to remembrance how he said the day 
before, that at eight of the clock we should lose our master, 
as it is before rehearsed, one of ns looking upon another, 
aappoising that either he knew or prophesied of his departure; 
yet, before his depaiture, we sent for the abbot of the house 
to annoyle him,f who made all the speed be could, and came 
to his departure, and so said certidn prayers before the breath 
was fully oat of his body. 

** Here is the end and fall of pride and arrogancy of men, 
exalted by fortune to dignities; for I assure you, in liis time, 
he was the Imughtiest man in all his proceedings alive; having 
more respect to the honour of his person, tban he had to his 
spiritual profession, wherein should be showed all meekness, 
humihty, and charity; the discussing whereof any further I 
leave to divines* 

- ** After that he was thus departed, Mr. Kingston sent a 
post to the king, advertising him of the departure of the 
cardinal, by one of the guard that saw and heard him die: 
and then Mr. Kingston and the abbot, calling me unto them, 
went to consultation of the order of his burial. 

" After divers opinions, it was thought good that be should 
be buried the next day following; for Mr. Kingston would 
not tarry the return of the post* And it was lurther thought 
good, that the mayor of Leicester tmd his brethren should be 
sent for, to see him personally dead, to avoid false rumours 
that might happen to say that he was still alive. Then was 
the mayor and his brethren sent for; and, in tlie meantime, 
the body was trdien out of the bed wliere he lay dead, who 
had upon him, next liis body, a shirt of hair, besides bis other 
shirt, which was of very fine holland, which was not known 
to any of his servants being continually about him in bis 
chamber, saving to his ghostly father; which shirts were laid 



♦ He died Nov. 29, irj30- Le Neve's Fasti, p. 310. 

f To iidrDinister the extreme uftetion. " Ttie ^f^fih sacrament is anoint- 
ifig of sick nicD, tbe mliieb oil is htdlowcd of tLf? liisbo|\ tmd ministered by 
priestEi to tliem tbal be uf lawful age, in, great peiiiof iealh ; LulighttieHEj tiiid 
abating of their sicknesB, if Gotl will tliiit tlipy live ; ajid in forgiving of their 
yenial sins, and releoHing of tUeif puin^ if they sliail die.'" Fesiwftij fol. 
l^Jl,^ Wordsu^urih. 



cavendish's narrative, 247 

in a coffin made for liim of board?, haviog upon hts dead 
corpse all such ornaments as he was professed in when he 
was made bishop and archbishop, as mitre, cross, ringj and 
pall, with all other things due to his order and dignity. And 
la^dng thus all day in his coffin, open and barefaced, every 
man that would mij^ht see him there dead, without J'eigning, 
even as the mayor^ his brethren, and others did, 

** Lying tlins until four or five of the clock at night, he was 
carried down into the church with great solenmity by the abbot, 
and conducted with much torch-light and serv ice song, due for 
such funerals. And being in the church, the corpse waa set 
in our Lady chapel, with divers tapers of wax, and divers 
poor men sitting about the same, holding torches in their 
hands, who watched about the corpse all night, while the 
canons sang dirge and other devout orisons. And about 
four oMock in the morning, Mr. Kingston, and we his 
servants, came into the church, and there tarried the execut- 
ing of divers ceremonies in such cases used about the corpse 
of a bishop. Tlien went they to mass, at which mass the 
abbot and divers others did ofTer, And that done, they went 
about to bury the corpse in the midst oi' the said cliapel, 
where was made for him a grave. And by that time that he 
was buried, and all ceremonies ended, it was six of the clock 
in the morning. 

" Then went we and prepared ourselves to horseback, being 
Saint Andrew's day, the apostle, and so took our journey to 
the court—riding that same day, being Wednesday, to North- 
ampton, and the next day to Dunstable, and the next day to 
London, where we tarried until Saint Nicholas even, and 
then we rod« to Hampton Court, where the king and council 
lay, giving aU our attendance upon thein for our dispatch* 

*' And the next day, being Saint Nicholas day, 1 was sent 
for, beitig ia Mr, Kingston's chamber there in the court, to 
come to the king, whom I ftjund shooting at the rounds in 
the parkj on the back side of the garden. And perceiving 
him occupied in sliooting, thouglit it not good to trouble him; 
but leaning to a tree, attending there until he had made an 
end of his disport. And leaning there, being in a great study 
what the matter should be that his grace should send for me, 
at the last the king came suddenly behind me, and clapped 
me upon the shoiilder; and when I perceived him, I fell upon 
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mj knee- And he, CJiEing me bj name, said unto me, *1 
will/ quoth he, ' make an end of my game, and tlien will I 
talk with you ;* and so departed to the mark where he Imd 
shot his an*ow. And when he came there, they were meting 
of the shot that lay upon the game, which was ended that 
shot. 

" Tlien delivered the king his bow unto the yeoman of his 
bow^ij and went his ways inward, whom I followed; howheit, 
he called for sir John Gage, then his viee-chsimberlaiu, with 
whom he talked, until he came to the postern gate of his 
garden, the which hdngopen against his comiDg, he entered, 
and then was the gate shut after him, which caused me to go 
my ways. 

** And ere ever I was past half a pair of butt -lengths, the 
gate opened again, and I^Ir. Norris called me again, command- 
ing me to come unto the king, who stood behind the door in 
a niglit-gown of russet velvet, furred with sable, before whom 
1 kneeled dovvuj being there with him all alone the apace of an 
hour or more, during which season he examined me of divers 
weighty matters concerning my lord caixlinaJ, wishing rather 
than twenty thousand pounds that he had lived. He ex- 
amined me of the fifteen hundred pounds which Mr. Kingston 
moved to my lord before his death, as I have before rehearsed. 
* Sir,' said I, * I think that 1 can tell your grace partly where 
it is, and who hath it.' * Yea, can you?' quoth the king; 
'then I pray you tell nie, and you shall do me much pleasure, 
and it shall not be unrewarded.' * Sir,* said I, ' if it please 
your highncssj after the departure of David Vincent from my 
lord at Scroby, who had the custody tJiereof, leaving the same 
with my lord in divers bags, lie delivered the same unto a 
certain priest, safely to keep to his use.' * Is this true?* quoth 
tlie king. * Yea, sir,' quoth J, * without all doubt. The priest 
shall not be able to deny it in my presence, for I was at the 
delivery thereof; who hath gotten divers other rich ornaments 
into his hands, the which be not reliearsed or registered in any 
of my lord*s books of in\ entory, or other writings, whereby any 
man is able to chnrgc him therewith hut only 1.' 'Well, then,* 
quoth the king, 'let me alone, and keep this gear secret betw^een 
yourself and me, and Jet no niiiu know thereof; for if I hear any 
more of it, then I know by whom it came out, Ilowbeit/ 
<]UOth he, 'three mny keep couJifsel, if two he away, and if I 
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knew tbat my cap were privj of ray coun&el, I would cast it 
in the fire and burn it. And for jour truth and honesty ye 
shall be our servant, and be in the same room with lis ^vherein 
you were with your old master. Therefore, go 3'our ways 
unto sir John Gage, our vice-chamberlain, to w'hom X have 
spoken already to give yoo your oath, and to admit you our 
servant in the said room; and then go to my lord of Norfolk, 
and be shall pay you your whole year's wages, wbicb is ten 
pounds, is it not so?' quoth the king. ' Yea, forsooth,* quoth 
I, * and I am behind for three quarters of a year of the same 
wages/ * That is true,* quoth the king, * therefore ye shall have 
your whole year's wages, with our reward delivered you by 
the duke of Norfolk,- promising me, furthermore, to be my 
singular good lord w^bensoever occasion should serve. And 
thus I departed from the king. 

'* And as I went to Mr. Grage to receive mine oath, I hap- 
pened to meet vf'iih Mr, Kingston coming from the council, 
who commanded me in their name to go sti'ajght unto them, 
for by him they bad sent for me: * And in anywise take good 
heed,* qnoth he, *\vbat ye say; for ye shall be examined of 
certain w^ordis spoken by my lord your master at his departure, 
the which I know well enough ; and if I tell tbem the truth,' 
quoth be, ' wltat he said, I shall undo myself; for in anywise 
they may not hear of it: therefore be circumspect what 
answer ye make to their demands.' *Why,' quoth I, * how 
have you done therein youi'self?* * Marry,* quoth he, * I hove 
utterly denied that I heard any such words j and lie tbat 
opened the same first is fled for fear,' whicli was the yeoman 
of the guard that rode in post to tlie king from Leicester. 
* Therefore go your ways,* quoth he, * God send you good 
speed; and when you have done, come to me into the chamber 
of presence, where I will tarry to see how you speed, and to 
know how ye have done with the king/ 

** Thus I departed, and went directly to the council chamber 
door; and as soon as I was come, I was called in amongst 
them. And being there, my lord of Norfolk first spake, and 
bade me welcome to the court, and said: 'My lords, this 
gentleman hatli served the cardinal hh master hke an honest 
man; thereibre, I doubt not but of sueb questions as ye shall 
demand of him lie will make a just and a true answer, I dare 
be bis surety. How say you, sir?* quotb he to me, * it is 
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reported that your jnaster spoke such words and such, even 
at his depai'tore from his life; the truth whereof I doubt Dot 
but you know, and at* yoo know, I pray you report, and fear for 
no man. It shall not need to swear you, therefore go to, how 
say you, is this true that m reported?* * Forsooth, my lord,* 
quoth I, ' I was so diligent about him, attend intr the jneser- 
vation of his life, that I marked not every word that he spake: 
and as for my part, I have heard him talk many idle words, as 
meii do in sucti extremities, the which I do not now remember. 
If it please you to call Mr. Kingston before your lordships, 
he will not let to tell you the truth.' ' Marry, so have we done 
ali^e^dy,' quoth they, * who hath been here before us, and hath 
denied that ever your muster spake any such words^, at the time 
of hi^ death, or at any time before. ' Forsooth, my lords,' quoth 
I, * then 1 can say no more; for if he heard them not, I could 
not hear them, for he heard as much as I, and I as much as he* 
Therefore, my lords, it w^ei*e folly to say a thing of untruth, 
which I am not able to justify,' ^Lo!* quoth my lord of 
Norfolk, 'I told you before that he was a true man, and 
would tell the truth. Go your ways: ye be discharget]/ quoth 
he, *and come to my chamber soon, for I must talk with you.* 
** I most humbly thanked them, and so departed, and went 
into the chamber of presence to meet with Mr, Kingston, whom 
I found standing in communication ivith an ancient gentleman, 
one Mr, Radcliffe, gentleman usher of the king's privy 
chamber. And at my coming, Mr. Kingston denianded of 
me if I had been with the council, and what answer I made 
them. I answered, that I liad satisfied their lordships' minds 
with mine answerja, and told him even as I have rehearsed 
before* And tlien he asked me how I sped with the king; 
and 1 told him tdl our communications, and of his grace's 
benevolence and piincidy liberality towards me, and how he 
commanded me to go to my lord of Norfolk, And even as 
we were speaking of my lord of Norfolk, he came otit from 
the council chamber, into the chamber of presence; and as 
soon as he espied me, he came unto the window, where 1 
stood with Mr. Kingston and Mr. Radclifle, to whom I 
declared the king*s pleasure. And then these two gentleraen 
made intercession unto him to be good lord unto me. *Naj,* 
quoth my lord of NoHblk, *I will be better to him than he 
weneth; for if I could have spoken to him or ever he came 
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to the king J I would have had him to my service, and (the 
king excepted) he should have done no man service in all 
England but mc. And look,* quoth he, * what I raay do for 
yon, I will do it witli all my heiirt/ * Sir, then my desiro is, 
that it would please your grace,* quotb I, ' to move the king 
to be so much aay good lord as to give me one of the carts 
and horses that brought up my stuff with my lord'fl» (which is 
now in the Tower,) to carry it home into my country/ ^ Yea, 
marry will 1/ quoth he, and returned in to the king, tor whom 
I tarried still with Mr, Kingston. ^ And,' quotb Mi\ Rat- 
cliiiej * I will go in, and help my lord of Norfolk in your 
suit to the king/ And, incontinent^ my lord came forth, 
and told rae that the king was my singular good and gracious 
lord* and had f^iven me six of the best horses T could choose 
among all my lord*£3 cart horses, and a cart to carry my stiiff, 
and iive marks for the cost homewards; 'and hath commanded 
rae/ quoth he, * to deliver jou ten pounds for your wages, 
being behind, and twenty pounds for a reward; and com- 
manded me to call ^^Cr, Secretary unto him, to make a warrant 
for all these things/ Then was it told him that Mr, Secretary 
was gone to Hamwortii for that night. Then commanded he 
one of the messengers of the chamber to ride to him in all 
haste for tliose warrants; and also willed me to meet with 
him the next day at London, and there I should receive both 
my money and my stuffj with the horses and eart that the 
king promised me: and so I did, of whom I received all those 
things, and then I returned home into the country with the 
same. And thus ended the life of the right triumphant 
cardinal of England, on whose soul Jesus have mercy I Amen- 
** Who list to read and consider with a clear eye this history, 
may behold the mutability of vain honours and brittle assur- 
ance of abundance, the uncertainty of dignities, the flattering 
of feigned friends, and the fickle favour of worldly princes. 
Whereof this lord cardinal hath felt and tasted both of the 
sweet and sour in each degree; as fleeting from honours, 
losing of riches, deposed from dignities, forsaken of friends, 
and the mutability of princes* favour — of all which things he 
had in this world the full felicity, as long as fortune smiled 
upon him; but when she began to frown, how soon was he 
deprived of all these mundane joys and vain pleasures. That 
which in twenty years, witli great travel and study, he ob- 
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tained, was in one year, and less, with great care and sorrow, 
lost and consumed. O, madness! O, fond desire! O, foolish 
hope! O, greedy desire of vain honours, dignities, and riches! 
Oh, what unconstant hope and trust is it in the false feigned 
countenance and promise of fortune! Wherefore, the prophet 
saith full well, Tliesaurizaty et ignorat cut congregabit ea. 
Who is certain that he shall leave his riches which he hath 
gathered in this world imto them whom he hath purposed? The 
wise man saith, 'That another, whom peradventure he hated 
in his life, shall spend it out, and consume it.' " 
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LETTERS BETWEEN CAHDINAL WOLSEY, KING HENRY, THB 
EMPEEOR CHARLES V., QUEEN KATHAELNEj AND OTHERS. 



Letter L 



QUEEN KATHARINE TO MR. ALMONER WOLSEY, WITH THB 
NEWS OF THE BATTLE OP FLODDEN, 

(From tilt? Cottonian Colleciioii.) 

Mr. Almoner, — When the last messenger went I wrote not 
to you, because I had not the surety of anything that was 
done in the battle against the Scots, Now since that time 
came a post from my lord Howard, with a writing at length 
of everything as it was, which I now send to the king; and 
yon shall thereby perceive so great a gift that Almighty God 
hath sent to the king; for by me it is thought the greatest 
honour tliat any prince had, his subjects in his absence not 
only to liave the victory, hut also to slay the (opponent) king 
and many of liis noblemen. This matter is so marvellous, 
that it seeracth to be God^s doing alone* I thhik the king 
will remember to thank him for it, for do all the realm here 
hath done. And because you shall know by my lord Howard's 
letter everything better than I can write, it is no need herein 
to say any more of it. 

Mr. Almoner, the king, wlien lie was in Calan? a little 
while ago, sent me a letter touching the matter betwixt my 
lord of Canterbury and iny lord of Winchester* I did after 
his commandment, and showed the same before sir Thomas 
Ixjvel and Mr* Knglefieid, unto my lord of Canterbury; and 
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I prayed liim to give answer shortly after tlie king's mind, as 
lie knew it; for tlie matter was so new to me that I would go 
no f'urtlier in it. Since that time I have divers seasons asked 
him for tlie said answer, which I conld never have till now; 
and the same in a letter I send you herein also, I pray you, 
Mr. Almoner, exense me to the king for the tarrying of it so 
long, for I could have it no Booner. And with this I make 
an end, praying you to continue your writing, which is to me 
a great comfort; and methinketh it is a great while ago that 
I received imy from you* At Ho! born, the 16 Sept. 1513. 

Katharike, the Queek. 

Mi-* Almoner, 1 cannot send you now my lord of Can- 
terbury's answer, for the coffer wherein it is, is gone to my 
next lodging ; and therefore I shaU this night send it you by 
post. 



Letteu n. 



HENRY %'^IIT. TO THOMAS WOLSEY, BISHOP OF LINCOLN, RELA- 
TIVE TO TllE NEtJOTIATION WITH THE BUKE OF LONGUE- 
VILLE, ANNO 1514. 

(FiOTO Dr. Fiddes's Collectioii.) 

My lord of Lincoln^ I commend me unto you, and let yovt 
wit that I have spoken with the duke; who in the beginning 
was m ill afmid as ever lie was in Ins life lest no good eii'ect 
should come to pass. Nevertheless, in farther communing, 
we went more roundly to our matters; in so much, that I 
said to him: * seeing that the king your master hath sought 
so gentlely unto us, both amity and marriage, I assure yon 
(onr honour saved) we could be well content to give hearken- 
ing thereto; and if the oilers were reasonable, agree upon 
those same. But this is not reasonable, except the amity 
should no longer continue than the payment of the money; 
nor yet so, except there were a reasonable sum of money to 
be paid in hand, by and by. If your master will have the 
maiTiage, I caimot see how it can be conveniently, except the 
amity be made during our lives, and one year after, to the 
intent that all suspicion on both sides may be set apfirt. 
Which marriage and amity your master may have under this 
manner; that is to say, paying yearly one hundred thousand 
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crowns; and at Iiis request I not to stick for ready monejr in 
hand, but I to stand content thtTewitli, for reeompence of all 
things. Which, if yoiu* intister con^der what heritance he 
holdeth fi'om me. and what <]^ood my amity may do to help 
forth his matter in Italy, 1 think he will not greatly stick at/ 

This furthermore 1 said to the dtike: ' Surely, I cannot 
gee how the amity made ibr year^ can any longer endure than 
the payment, which expired would he occasion of new breach 
and demands, whereby neither he nor I should live quietly; 
which, if there fell alliance, I would be loath to seej where- 
fore I see no way to eschew all dangers and ptirils^ and to 
Tecompense me for withholding of my iaheritance (which, if 
I would be slack in^ my siihjeets would murmur at), but to 
make this amity during our lives; and one year after, payiug 
yearly as above rehearsed: which amity once granted, the 
aihance should not be refused, nor no other thing winch, w^ith 
my honour saved, I might do.' Saying furthermore to liim, 
that if I might demand, with ray honour, any le^s, or take 
any leas offer (seeing his master in so well minded to the 
aforesaid alliance and amity), 1 would be glad to do that at 
his request; but less than this it camiot stand with my ho- 
nour, nor my subjects will not be content that I should take. 

My lord, I showed him furthermore, that if he thought 
we might trust to have this end, T w ouUl be content that you 
and they sliould commune on all other articles concerning the 
amity and miirriage, till we might have absolute assurance io 
that hehalf for lessening of time. To w^hieh he answered^ 
that he could uot assure me thereof; hut that he trusted^ 
seeing my demands were so reasonable, that his master would 
agree thereto. On trust hereon we will, that you begin to 
pen the residue of the articles, as soon as you can. And 
thus fare you well. Wntten with the hand of your loving 



: 



master. 



IIenry R. 



Letter III* 

MARY, aUEEN OF PKANCE, TO CARDINAL WOLSEY, AFTER 
UEE MARRIAGE WITH LOUIS XII. 
(From the QoUmimn Collection,) 
I recommend me unto you as heartily as I can, and 
. .... as the king and you thought, I should have been; 
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for the morning next after the marriage, all my servants, both 
men and women, wtire tlischarged; insomuch tbat my mother 
Gnildtbrd was also discharged, » * * . wiioaij as you know, 
the khig and you willed me in anywise to be ray counsellor; 
' but lor any thing I miglit do in nowise might I have my 
grant for her abode here* which I assure you, my lord, id 
much to my discomfort, Iteside many other discomforts, that 
you would but little have thought. I have not yet seen in 
France any lady or gtsntlewoman so necessary for me as she 
is, Dor yet so meet to do the king my brother service, as she 
is; and for my part, my lordj as you love the king my brother 
and me, find the means that she may in all haste come here 
again; for I had as lief lose the winning I shall have in France 
as lojse her counsel when I shall lack it; which is not like 
long to be required, a:^ I am sure the noblemen and gentle- 
men can show you more than hecometh me to write on this 
matter. I pray you, my lord, give credence further to my 
mother Guildford, in everything concerning this matter. 
And albeit iny lord of Norfolk has neither dealt best with me, 
nor yet with her, at this time, yet I pray yon always to be 

good lord unto her; and would to God — -1 had been so 

fortunate to have had you with me here, when I had my lord 
of Norfolk » And thus, fare you well, my lord. Written 
,,.... the 12th day of October. 

My lord, I pray you give credence to me, my lord, in my 
Borrows ,,...* 



Letter IV. 

MAKY, QUEEN OF FRANCE, TO HENRY Vlll,, AFTER THE DEATH 
OF HER OLD HUSBAND, LOUIS Xll. 

( C otto 111 lui CoUccticjji. ) 

I commend me unto your grace, and would be very glad 
to hear that your grace were in good hetdth^ and to 'wiite me, 
the which should be a great comfort to me .... that it 
could please your grace to write more often to me than you 

do, for as now I am all out of that all my trust is 

in your grace, and so shall be during my hie; for I pray your 
^ace that it could please 3'our grace to be so good lord and 
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brother to me, that you will send hither * as you 

magi, possible me, for I beseech your grace that 

you will k€ep all the promises that you promised me 
when I took my leave of you; for your grace knows very 
well, thA I did marry for your pleasure that time, and 

now I trust that you will suffer me to marry 

your grace that is not there where they would have 

me, and I ■ trust will not do so to me, that 

has been so glad to fulfil your command as I have been: 
wherefore I beseech your grace for to be good lord and 

brother to me for fear of God, if your grace will 

married in any place ever as my I will be 

there ever as your grace knows, no other you shall have joy of 
me, for I promise your grace you shall hear that I . . . will 
be in some religious house, the which I think your grace will 

be very sorry of also fear I . . . . that that king 

that .... shall never be merry at grace for and 

ever that will I live 1 trow your grace knows as 

well as I do, and and so I trust your grace will be 

contented, else I would never marry but be there 

where never where woman shall of me, 

wherefore I beseech your grace to be good lord to him, and 
to me both, for I know well that he hath not been any hin- 
drance to your grace .... him and me both .... and 
your grace be good lord to us both. I will not change for all 

the world I beseech your grace be good lord and 

brother to me, as you have been hereaforetime, for Suffolk 

is all the trust that I have 

By your humble and loving sister, 

Mary, Queen of France. 

Letter V. 

MARY, DOWAGER OP FRANCE, TO WOLSEY, AFTER HER MAR- 
RIAGE WITH THE DUKE OF SUFFOLK. 22nD MARCH, 1515. 

(Cottonian Collection.) 

My very good lord, in my most hearty manner I recom- 
mend me unto you, letting you the same for to understand 
that my lord of Suffolk hath sent me your letter, which lately 

* Possibly the duke of Suffolk, her lover. 
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he received by Calais; by which I perceive the faithful mind 
which you do bear unto us both, and how that you be deter- 
mined not to leave us in our present trouble; for the which 
your most fast and loving dealing, I most entirely thank yoa; 
requiring you to continue towards us as you have began . . . 

shall never before .... any of our behalfs uttei^ 

most of our .... be always ready to ... . faithful kind the 

king our lord, my brother written my lord, I require 

you that I have some counsel and letters from the king my 

brother, and I trow there was never a man that had 

more 

By your loving friend, 

Mary, Queen op France. 

Letter VI. 

TO MY LORD CARDINAL, FROM SARAGOSSA, THE 12tH OP 
MAY, 1518. 

(From the Cottonian Collection.) 

[This letter is one of those ghosts of public crimes, which, 
after many years, reveal the deeds of the guilty, and inform 
the world of what despicable and vicious stuff courtiers are 
commonly made. Wolsey has been accused by the contem- 
porary historians of being bribed at this time by the court of 
France. It appears, however, that there were other mem- 
bers of the English cabinet in the interest of France; but 
there is no proof that the cardinal was corrupted. At this 
period he enjoyed a pension from Charles, which pension was 
equivalent to what he received for the bishopric of Toumay.] 

Please it your grace to know, that amongst divers things 
debated between the lord Che vers and the chancellor of Bur- 
gundy, whereas they showed us, and willed us, to write to 
your grace, that they had sure knowledge out of France, that 
the French king and his council reputed themselves firm and 
fast of divers estates and nobles in England; to the which we 
answered, that we are assured it was not so; and no realm in 
the world, with all the subjects in the same, high and low, 
were more obedient to the prince than the whole realm - o£ 
England, in all degrees, to our master. 
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They yet abided in their foresaid opinions. We answered 
them, that the Frenchmen, willing to make discord, do iraa^^ine 
this, which never was intended nor thouj^ht. Sir 1 homas 
spinel informeth Ua, that one of the secretaries privately told 

ru of writings upon a pension for your graee, which writings 

hen the said secretary did bring to be signed and sealed, the 

rd Che vers said, let it alone* yet all promises be not kept 

mth uie; which words to pass so w^se a man's mouth, aud so 

bold, we do not believe; ive write as we tie informed. 

We have also witli divers thaoks, and other good woihIs of 
the hest^ for the said lord Chevers' good conduct, and politic 
government. 

The ambassador of Spain, being in England, wrote to the 
lord CheverSj that he had a present coming from the king, or 
you by us; the chancellor hearing of this, was not content 
with the same, as uSir Thomas Eapinel informed us. 

We think, under your grace^s licencej that it was according 
such they have been promised, as the master of the rolls can 
tell yon ; and do look for it also, that there be sent to each of 
them some memorial, at the king*s pleasure undoubtedly, after 
our opinion for their better safeguard, and their honesty also; 
they be both very good English, they willed us to have them 
both recommended unto your grace. 

The lord Fynnes, a much admired yonng man, and of his 
years of most reputation in the court, does humbly recom- 
^Kmend him unto your grace, your own for ever, he saith. 
^B Of all other causes sir John Styles, the bearer, can well 
inform your grace ; as of the Infant's going into Flanders, of 
the meeting of the French king and the king .... about 
the borders of .... by the French ambassador, and not 
likely to be of the reception of the king into Saragossa, with 
the conditions of the deferring thereof , , . of the . . . archbi- 
shop^s countenance and behaviour at the same reception of all 

the king lovers and friends of the court; and 

whither the king intendeth henceforward ; to whom we be- 
seech youi* grace to give and for his long services 

to be his good and gracious lord; and we humbly beseech 
your grace otherwise to have us in your reaiembratice; 
which never shall forget you, with God*s grace, who ever 
more keep and preserve you. From Saragossa, &c. 

s2 
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Letter VIL 
to cardinal wolsey. 

i (From the Cottoniau Collection.) 

[This letter very distinctly proves, not only that Wolsey 
was not corrupted as the contemporary historians have alleged, 
but shows that what he received from Charles was in consi- 
deration of the pension that was due from France for the 
bishopric of Tournay. It will appear afterwards, that when 
circumstances changed, and it became necessary to take the 
part of Francis against Charles, in like manner the cardinal 
provided for his own interests, while he attended to those of 
the nation. To prove his corruption, it is requisite to show, 
that in seeking his own advantage he sacrificed the interests of 
the kingdom.] 

Please it your grace, I wrote to the same the 8th of 
April, amongst other things, what conversation I had with 
. . . Allemain ; and now again, in the conversation which I re- 
port in our coming letters, he said, the king's highness and 

your grace, by Don by the emperor's commandment, 

refuseth to take the pension which the emperor offereth, say- 
ing, ye will not, but ye will be free, and principally have re- 
spect to good cause. And then Don .... said, the emperor 
well knoweth that, and hath great confidence therein; but 
perad venture his majesty shall think that your grace mindeth 
not to do any gratitude to him, if you refuse this pension; and 
then your grace answered. Nay, I refuse not, but peradven- 
ture I will take it now. Saith .... Allemain, Why should 
your grace refuse it? in anywise your grace must take it; and 
I assure you, saith he, the emperor trusteth him much now 
indeed; awhile he doubted, but now he beareth another mind 
and confidence towards him. I said, my lord's grace, I know 
well, beareth his mind towards his majesty; and then I 
showed him certain clauses in your grace's letters, as to a 
friend; and then I said, I trust the emperor will have in re- 
membrance your grace's pension of Tournay, and the arrears, 
for this is good right. He said this, with much more : first, 
saith he, in the conclusion of this peace, the money paid 
therefore, shall be made first payment to the king's highnesa^; 
iind then my lord cardinal shall have all the arrears paid out 
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of hand, and a liundred thousand ducats for liis labour; and 
he must help, that the sum of money be great, although it ha 
the less, yet that is all ive look fur, ami yet he shall havii six 
thousand ducats of new pension mr^de sure in Castille, until lie 
have recorapcnce in spiritual lands; as for the nine thouisand 
crowns he would not now tell where they should be answered, 
either liere or in Flanders; and yet in times past, he told me 
here. Moreover, he said, if he will be good to the duke of 
Bourbon, he shall be made sure of twenty thou.^aiid ducats 
more, yearly, to lum, and to his heirs for ever, out of the 
diiehy of Mihin. I told that your grace would have good con- 
sideration of all takes for the arrears of the pension of 

Tour nay. 

Letter YIIL 
charles v* to cardinal wolsey. 

My lord the cardioal, my good friend, I have received your 
letter of the 5th of this month, by which, and from what my 
amhas&adors have written to me touching you, I fully per- 
ceive the good counsel, the good eare and anxiety you hear 
and feel for the lionour ajid saiety of my pei^soii, as well as 
the affectionate interest you take in the treaty and indis- 
solnbJe union betiveen myself and the king, my good uucle^ 
for the which I tliank you most cordially. 

And to tell you my resolution as to one ^\'hotn I hold for 
my good and loyal friendj and in whom I have full confidence, 
as you may plainly perceive, I would have you to know, that 
I have determined, by the aid of God, to proceed with, and 
to execute that which I have undertaken, and even to ^et 
about it in person; for I cannot, out of respect for my own 
benefit and houour, defer it; inid, tdthougli I hold as right and 
wise what you say, and \uiow that whatever yon do proceeds 
fi'om good atfcctiou, yet I am sure, when we have discussed 
the matter together, and you shall have heard my reasons, 
you will be of my opinion. 

1 have always preferred the alliance and confederation 
of the king, my good uncle, to that of all others, and have 
ever so acted a^s clearly to show you this, and things havcpiV:i- 
ceeded in such spirit, both on your part and on none. You 
have always told me that you would coinnmnicate to me, on 
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the part of the said king, my good uncle, things which no man 
was to know but he, you, and I; which things, I doubt not, 
are of great importance, and this understanding is calculated to 
be one of the principal means of the settlement of our affairs; 
wherefore I, on my part, also told you tiiat I had deter- 
mined, for the great confidence I have in you, that I would 
in like manner declare my purpose in the Ib^t instance to 
you, and I am still firm in this intent. The causes for 
the determination I have made it is impossible to discuss, 
thoroughly and seriously, without first going into the details 
of the matters which yon know of; I am anxious, therefore, 
to converse with yourself, and so seek, personally, your advice 
and counsel, after showing you my reasons, and the great 
injury it is to me to delay my affairs thus. In a word, matters 
are such as to endure very little longer delay, and to allow 
me, being gone thus far, no means of drawing back from 
what I have undertaken. I would desire to see you at 
Bruges next Sunday, imto which day I will await you, 
although the delay is very detrimental, and might be the 
cause of irreparable damage to me. I have no doubt that we 
shall have done all that is necessary in two or three days; for 
you and I together can do more in one day than our ambas- 
sadors could do in a month — there being no necessity for 

sending backwards and forwards that the king, my 

good uncle, and you, are determined to deal frankly with me, 
which I am, in like manner, with you, as you know by expe- 
^rience. Should it be so that, notwithstanding your good 
Intention, you cannot come on the said day, but will visit me 
somewhat later, further off in my camp, I will show you my 
army, by which you will perceive that I have no intention of 
going to sleep, and relying merely on the aid of God, or of 
my friends, and you shall be heartily welcomed. As I hereto- 
fore sent you word by my ambassadors, I have need to declare 
and communicate to you all my affairs, the progress of which, 
I hope, will be from good to better, if it please God, whom I 
pray to take you into his holy keeping. 

Written at Bruges this of August, 1521. 

Your good friend, Charles. 
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MARGARET, QTTEEN OF SCOTS, TO TH'OLSEl. 

Mt lord cai^dinal, I commend me heartily unto you, and 
I have received your wa-itiugj with the articles suhscribed 
witli your hand; whereunto I have made answer at lengtli i 
in all point?, and theretbre I will not be long to yon in this 
writing; but I pray you heartily, my lord, to consider well 
the answer of your said articles, and not to take so great 
regard as ye do by your writing to my lord of Angus, whieh 
an ye do will put great trouble in this realm, aud able to put 
the king nij son in his enemies* hands; wherefore, seeing that 
I and my partalvcrs have put the king my son out of the 
danger that he was in, I think it should he well considered, 
and in such a soit, that the earl of Angus should not be seut 
to this realm, and specially hy the king's grace my brother, 
which must be our defender and helper, and should give 
occasion to noblemen to take the king my son's part, and 
mine, believing therethrough to win his grace's favour, and 
will cause them to be the better minded unto the king my 
son and me; and if his grtice will send nie the earl of Angns, 
that is contrary part to the earl of Arran, it wiO be occasion 
to him to leave the good part that he hatli reaped, and to 
labour otherwise for himself, wheit? now he hath put himself 
and all his friends in danger of their lives, for the weal of the 
king my son and me. And if this should not be looked upon 
before the pleasure of the earl of Angus, that did never sit on 
steed for me * . , to the king my son, nor may not do, suppose 
ye, my lord, by other ways I informed and gave trust to the 
same, as the articles bear at length, not the less, my lord, I 
pray yon, as my great trust is in you, that ye will labour in 
that sort for me, that I and my partakers may be in a surety 
that the earl of Angus shall not come in Scotland, as at more 
length the articles bear, imd that with diligence I may be 
advertised of the king's grace my brother's pletL^ure; for while 
that I be in surety of such matters as I have written, I trust 
the ambassadors shall not he sped^ for my partidvers think that 
if they labom^ for the pleasure of the king's grace my brother, 
that on his side he should show kindness to them tdore any 
Seottishman, after the king my son. Praying you, therefore, 
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my lord, to give good counsel to the king's grace my brotber, 
and to let rae have answer incontinently for the fiutherincr of 
\ all matters, God have you in his keeping. Written the 6th 
day of Oetohen at Edinburgh, 



Letter X» 



CARDINAL VOLSEY TO THE LOKD DACRE, OF THE NORTH, 

After right affectionate recoramendations, my lord, though 
rl liave received no letters from you since my arlival on tliis 
I aide the sea; nor yet, as I am informed, ye have not adver- 
tised the king*« highness either oi' the state of his borders, or 
of the demeanour of the Scots, since my departing out ol 
England; yet the king's highnes** hath now of htte signified 
unto me, that credible report is made ynto him how the Scots 
f have not ouly made divers and many excursions in Northum- 
berland, by burning certain villages, taking sundry prisoners, 
and driving away much cattle and sheep, hut also that great 
preparation is made in Scotland for the coming of the duke 
of Albany thither; and rememhering your old accustomed 
prudent demeanour, aa well in the attaining assured know- 
. ledge of the intended purpose of the Scots, from time to time, 
rby such good espial and intelligence that ye have had amongst 
the said Scots, as of the rumours and news current amongst 
them, it is the more marvelled that if either any suck attempts 
have been made by the said Scots upon the king's subjects, 
or that any such rumours be in Scotland of the ^id duke's 
thither coming, that ye have not advertised the king's high- 
ness or me thereof^ before this time; wherefore I thought it 
right expedient, not only to put you in remembrance thereof, 
so tliat ye may w ith all diligence advertise me how eveiy- 
thing hiuh proceeded there during mine absence out of the 
realm, to the iu tent I may at my coming to the king*s pre- 
sence, which, God willing, I .shall be with in brief time, 
ascertain his highness therein, whereof to hear his grace is 
mucli desirous, but also to notify unto you what I have heard 
of the transpoiling of the said duke of Albany into Scotland, 
w ith my advice and counsel what is t^xpedient and necessary 
to do upon the same. Truth it is, that credible report huth 
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been made unto me now of late, that the said tluke is not 
only passed, or ^liall shortly pass out of France into Scotland, 
with the number of two or tliree thoui^and men of war, but 
al50 hath made great and instant labour in the court of Rome, 
for a divorce to be had und iBade for t?eparation of the mar* 
^riage betwixt tlie ques^n of Scots and the eiud of Angn?, in- 
ending to marry with the said queen, wliereui^to it is said 
she is tigreeable, and that the smne duke intendeth to aspire 
to the crown of Scotland, whith he cannot attain unless he 
destroy the young king. And if the premises be of truth, as 
by many conjectures it is in gi*ejit appearance, right necessary 
it is, that ye not only make diligent espial in Scotland fof 
assured knowledge to be liad of the premises, but also notify 
the same to tlie earl of Angus, tlie ilomes, and ,sueb others 
as by the coming of tlie said duke into Scotland shall be put 
in danger of their lives and hinds, so that they may make 
tlieir party good and puissant to stop and prevent the. damnable 
and abominable purpose of tlie .sitid duke. It is verily thought, 
that in case the said detestable intent and mind of tiie said 
duke were published in Scotland, it should provoke the nobles 
and commons against him, whereby he might be put in danger 
at Ids tlrst coming; and to the intent the said bruit may be 
made in Scotland upon true grounds, I ascertain you for a 
truth, that the French king now of late showed unto the earl 
of Worcester, the king's chamberlain, and the bishop of Ely, 
that the said duke not only intendeth in covert manncT to 
pass into Scotland, bat also htith laboured to purchase the 
said divorce foi* marrying the queen, su>[>ecting thereby the 
danger of the said young king. And albeit the said duke 
could not depart out tif France without the pernnssion and 
sufferance of the French king, yet it is in appearance that he 
dissembleth therein. I am also advertised, by tlie king's 
oratur, from the court of Rome, that the same divorce is 
urgently pursued by the duke of Albany there, in considera- 
tion VI hereof ye have good and probable grounds to instruct as 
well the said earl of Angus, as the Homes, and other nobler 
of Scotland, such as ye shall think good, that this is the only 
purpose of the said duke's coming into Scotland. And that 
he bringeth Ids men of war with him, not fur the defence of 
that land, but only to destroy the said earl, and other nobles, 
that would resist and k-t hira in the achievinnj of this his 
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damnable mind and enterprise, which he knoweth well can 
never l>e brought to pass, unless the said earl and his adherents 
be subdued. Wherefore ye may persuade unto the &aid earl, 
the Homes, and others, that if they value the safety of their , 
prince, if they love their lives, lands, and succession, they 
must, with all diligence possible, like valiant and noble mien, 
put themselves in readiness, with all their friends, stren^lu f 
and puissance, to preserve themselves and subdue their mortal 
enemy; for surely if tliey look not substantially thereunto, 
both the young king, they, and all the nobility of Scotland, 
shall be in great danger* And ye may say, that, inasmuch 
as the king of Scots, heing the king's nephew, shall by such 
practices perish, and his sister, the queen, be dishonoured 
and lost thereby for ever, ye doubt not but his highness, in 
this their laudable and virtuous quarrel, will favour, aid, and 
assist them, encouraging them with such good words, vehe- 
ment rumotii'S, and comrortahle persuasion, to stir and excite 
not only them, but also aJl the nobles and commons of Scot- 
land against tlie said duke, wiiereby either he shall be in 
danger at bis coming to Scotland, or else be exterminate from 
thence for ever. And if the sum of 10,000 or 12,000 
marks were politicly spent, to set this division in Scotland, 
and to provoke the indignation of the nobles and subjects 
against the said duke, in mj opinion it should be w eJl em- 
ployed, considering the great effects and good consequences 
that thereof may ensue, whereby great sums of money may 
be saved, as ye well knowr the premises considered, I right 
heartily desire and pray you, after your aecustomable prudent 
and politic manner, not only to set forth tliese practices with 
all speedy dihgence, but also to advertise me with similar 
diligence what ye shall and may do therein, whereby ye do 
marvellous great pleasure and service to the king*s highness, 
much redounding to his honour and the surety of his realm, 
assuring you that whatsoever you shall promise, lay out, or 
covenant, with the said nobles, keeping yourself w^ithin the- 
bounds of the said sums, till ye may advertise me of your 
said further advice, it shall be surely contented and paid unto 
you, requiring you to do effectual diUgence therein. 
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Letter XI. 

BOBERT SHAW, ABBOT OF PAISLEY, TO CAIlDtNAL WOLSEY, 
(for PKOMOTIOK.) 

(From the Cottaniftii Library.) ^ 

My LORDj^In ray roost huinble manner I recommend my 
right lowly s<?rvice to jour grace» ceilifyiDg the same that 
your king's highness, youu sovereign's ambassador, being in 
the court of Rome, lias, at the instance and request of your 
grace, Bolicitf d the pope's holiness fur my promotion to the 
bishopric of Murray, according to my humble? prayer made to 
your grace before , . . * because that the king'ts highness, my 
master, has written for the promotion of a son of the earl of 
Arran to my abbacy of Paisley, he being of tender age 
and bastard, our holy father the pope, in consideration of 
your promise, defers promoting of rae to the said bishopric; 
liowlieit, as impediments rising on the part of the said earl's son, 
ought not in reason to defer my cause, therefore it will please 
your grace to dt^ign to write to tlie said ambassador, being 
with our said holy father, for expedition of my matter, letting 
the promotion stand suspended whilst that better ways be 
laboured J and, further, give safe conduct to my brother, too, 
for waiting upon my said business, and give him leave to pass 
into Flanders to that effect; assuring your grace, that in so far 
as my poor power may extend, I shall no I fail to be ever a 
faithful and true servant to the king's highness, your sove- 
reign, and your grace — above all others, next my sovereign 
and master — as of just cause I am» 

To do like as Master Magnus, your truest servant can 
show. Praying God to preserve your grace in prosperity. 
At Edinburgh, the 8th day of May, by your grace's humble 
sarvant and entreator, at his extreme i>ower, 

Robert, Abbot of Paisley. 

Letter XII, 

THE EARL OF ARGYLE TO CARDINAL WOLSEY, (SOLICITING THB 
CARDINAL^S INTEREST TO GET THE ABBEY OF CUFAR FOR 
HIS BROTHER*) 

(From Ibe Gottonittii LibraiyJ 

Mx LORD, I commend me in my most liearty and effectual 
manner nnto yotu? good grace . . * . please it to wit tbat the 
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king's grace, my sovereign, has written to the pope's holiness, 
and to the king's highness of England, for promotion of a 
brother of mine to the abbey of Cupar within this realm; 
ahd I have written in likewise to his grace, in most lowly and 

humble manner for my lord; and, because I hope in 

Grod, that for the love betwixt the king's highness, your 
master and mine, and amongst the subjects of both your 
realms, I would be so bold that I would write humbly to 
your grace. 

I beseech you to further the promotion of my said brother 
in the best manner as your grace thinks expedient; and it 
would please ye, too, to promote ... of mine, called Dougal 
Campbell. And, my lord, if that there be any service or 
labour that I can do your grace in this realm, truly there 
shall be none in it that shall accomplish the same with better 
heart nor mind nor I shall. And farther, I have shown my 

mind at length to your grace's right trusty and wise 

Master Thomas Magnus to. I pray your grace to 

give firm credence in all that he shall show your grace .... 
fully in my behalf. And God Almighty have your grace 
in his blessed keeping. Written, &c. Edinburgh, the 27th day 
of May. Yours, William of Argtle. 



Letter XIII. 
gawin douglas, bishop of dunkeld, to wolsey. 

(From the Cottouian Librai'y.) 

Please your grace, my chaplain, which was yesterday at 
your presence, shows me that Gait, the secretary of the duke 
of Albany, has said to your grace that I promised not to 
come within this realm; and wherefore, of his master's behalf, 
beseech your grace to withhold me herein, and let me pass no 
farther. My lord, I believe your high wisdom will not give 
credence so lightly against me; and specially to the duke of 
Albany, or any of his servants, which is capital and deadly 
enemy to me and all my house. And, therefore, it is np 
wonder albeit he say such things for my harm, which divers 
times, and yet daily, hath said and done all that he may or 
can imagine to my destruction, and extermination of all my kin. 
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s I sball answer to God and your grace, the contrary 
said, is plain written; for, both by mt^sscnger and writ- 
ing, I declared how plainly I would puiss through tliis realm, 
and no other way, zind showed hini what day I Jiad tip[Jointed 
to enter in yoin* jj^roimd of Enghmd; the which I kept truly. 
And this your ;^riiee may consider what favour he has to me, 
or how I slmidd ha entreiited, if I was in Scotland under his 
subjection; or when, if I pas;!ic(i to France, or any other part 
where iie may solicit anything, when he is so bold within 
tbi."^ realm (wlierein I trust he has little credence, ) a^ for to 
solicit your grace to my hurt. Albeit you hitve granted me 
the king's highness safe conduct, tlie which, I trust, I shall 
not foHeif, nor yet your grace ivill sufti^r to be taken from 
me. Beside, this, the matter is precious; if any kirkman 
^^diould be stopped going to Home for his lawful defence on 
^^■Umnions thither, a^, never tbelcss, your grace knows full 
^Hfrelh 1 may be lightly entreated to remain here, but no ways 
^H|kt his command nor desire; and full well I wot your high 
I Visdom knows what is to be done on any service to such a 
pretension much better nor I and many such can imagine. 
Albeit, if it might stand with your pleasure, I would be;^]je4ik 
your grace to answer to this Gait; that if the dake, his 
master, will be content my action and matter be remitted 
forth from Rome to yonr grace, and before your arbitration, 
whereof I would be glad, your grace should cause me remain; 
and, also, why or how should you hold me from my lawful 
defence, which is of the law of jialure; specially I having the 
king's safe-conduct to pas;?, as said is? This is my little case, 
under correction of your grace, whom I beseech to pardon 
this my so homely writing; and the Holy Trinity Lave your 
grace in keeping. At London, thiis new yearns day, sub- 
scribed with the hand of your humble beadsman, 

GaWN Ol<' DUWKELD. 
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Letter XIY, 



WOLSEY TO THE KING S AMBASSADORS IN SCOTLAND, 



^Llster Magnus and master RatcUtf I commend me untO' 
you in my right hearty manner. Since your aiTival in the court 




STO 



APPENDIX. 



of .Scotland, I received sundry of your letters to me aii- 

dre^sed ; whereof the la^t beareth the date at Edinburgh, the 
10th day oi" this ins^lant month* wliei'ein ye have full snb- 
stantiftlly declared, as well the state and disposition in the 
whicli ye iind the affairs and state of Scotland, as also the 
substance of such things as ye, following the tenour of your 
instructions and letters sent unto you have done, with th« 
queen, lords, and others of Scotland, since your coming into 
those parts. 

And^ forasmuch as unto all material points contained in 
your said letters except the last., and such letters and copies 
as the duke of Norfolk sent with tlie same, answer hath been 
made to the said duke, as the ease hutli required; tiiough 
things devised ht^re to be written by him, to you and other, 
have been altered, changed, and not executed as hath been 
commanded, 1 shall therefore now make answer unto your 
said last letters, copies, and writings, the effects whereof consist 
principally in these things following: 

First, albeit the riueen of Scots persisteth in her wilfulness 
against her husband, the earl of Angus; yet, nevertheless, it 
seemeth, she and the lords of Scotland be determined tliat 
ambassadors shall be sent with diligence unto the king's 
highness; and that the queen, upon your good exhortations, 
showeth herself conformable to take sad and wise counsellors 
about her, by consent of the lords of the pai*liament. 

Secondly, that the archbi^^hop of Saint Andrews maketh 
outward demonstration to be very well inclined unto the 
amity of England, showing some towardness that he could be 
content to come in the embassy, Howbeit divers persons 
have informed you he would change and vary. 

Thirdly, that the said queen and lords would not the earl 
of Angus should be at the parliament, but have made an 
overture of his return to Berwick, and remaining there during 
the same; and there the reeoneiliation of him to the queen, 
and agreement with the earl of Arran, to be treated. 

Fourthly, the queen's desire for contiimance of the . * . 
men in wage, with increase of one hundred more, to the which 
queen ye have delivered . . . ,, intending also to pay the 
wage of the said . . . men, if it be sent unto you; fearing le«t, 
if ye should not do so, it might be a means to stop the coming 
of ambassadors. 
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Fifthly, that for the some doubt and fear, ye kept back 
and would be well advised, before ye delivered to the lorda of 
Scotland the kitig'a letters lately sent unto them, or to the 
queen, such lettej*s as the duke of Norfolk then wrote unto 
her. And finally, the strange dealing of the said queen and 
lords, not being contented that ye shall much longer i-eside 
and remain there, as in your said letters and T^Titings is 
mentioned more at large. 

As hereunto the king^s highness, who hath heard and 
understood the contents of all your said letters and writings, 
glveth unto you full good ttianks for your discreet and dili- 
gent acquittalj used in the charge to you committed, ascertain- 
ing you, that when his grace, I, and other of his counsel, 
have, by mature deliberation, well pondered and considered 
the said material points, we find that the same, with all the 
residue of these matters and afiairs of Scotland, consistcth 
upon one of tlie tw^o things following, whereupon all the 
residue must depend; that is to say, whether the queen and 
lords of Scotland perceiving and knowing how the king's 
highness proceedeth with them, be of mind and inclination to 
train their king and themselves unto the amity of England, 
intending to establish a perfect confidence and entire love be- 
tween the two princes and their realms, being glad so to do, 
for their own ease, weaL surety, and profit; or else continuing 
in tlieir formeJ* jealousy and suspicion of the king's grace and 
this realm^ with strange and contrarioui? minds from any 
good concord or unity to be conduced and brought about, they 
would rather adliere unto France, training their king to the 
devotion thereof, so to depend upon the fine of the French 
king, as of him in whom they will have their most assured 
and special trust and eonlidenee, using the king's highness 
and this realm as though his grace should be glad to seek for 
their amity, or had any need or necessity thereof, and not to 
accept and take the benevolence and bounteous goodness of 
his grace to proceed of the good will and entire affection that 
his highness bearcth to his dearest nephew and sister the 
king and queen of Scots, as it doth, recognising and acknow- 
ledging themselves highly obliged imd bminden unto hh 
grace therefore, and using themselves with mutual corre- 
spondence of all kindness as to reason and congruence doth 
appertain. These be the things which are first and prin- 
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cipallj to be noted, being more material than either sending 
ambns.sadors, paciiicjitioii of partiunlar quarrel^; and dk- 
pleasures, entirtjiinrnent of guards, and other like things, 
which miist depend hertnipoji. And, therefore, in your doing? 
and proetiediiigK tliere, tliou^h sending of anibas&adors is an 
fippearanee of further towardneiis, yet iackin;^ a determination 
in Scotland to seek and dL-sire to Hve in lirm peace and ami^ 
witli tlds xTahii, it is not the eoniii^g of ambassadors ^'ith 
hollow and j^trange minds and intention.^, tliat sliall principally 
conti'ibutc to thij^ hu:?iuess; verily the king's highness per- 
ceiving by your letter> that the queen of Scots, notwithstand- 
ing lier wilfulness in not following as yi-t the king's good 
advice towards her husband, is minded nevertheless to advance 
the sending of ambassadors, thinketh, that if their setting 
forth be in apparent towardness, as by your said letters it 
seemetJi to be, the same is not now by any sharp dealing or 
denionstiation to be impeded or hindered; but that the said 
queen and lords, having intention and mind, by such despatch 
of amtm^stidors, to procure the good of peace, should rather 
in tlieir so doing be conifortfd, and the more kindly and 
favourably entreated and handled. So, iiijx.smuch as the 
archbishop of Saint Andrews shovveth himself outw^ardly 
right loving and conformable to further this Jimity, and hath 
right good and secret eon fere nces with you touching the 
same, he is to be entertained with the best words and manner, 
and is to be accepted as ye write, according to Ids demonsti'a- 
tions and surety. If he could be reasonably induced to come 
in the embassy himself, it is not to be doubted but that, by 
means of his great w^isdom and experience, matters should 
take much the better effect ; for which purpose I have written 
a good letter unto him at tliis time, like as by the copy thereof; 
which, with the original to be delivered unto him, I send 
you herewith, ye shall percei^■e more at Ifirge. And the said 
copy shall be a sutficient instrnctiou unto yon how^ yo may, 
as of yourself, secretly and friendly exhort and advise him 
so to do, putting him in comfort, that as great honour and 
profit is like to ensue unto him tliereof, and peradventui'e 
greater than ever had any archbishop in Scotland. Beside 
this, the queen of Scots, proceeding lovingly and kindly with 
the king's grace in all other her doing?^ it is not the matter 
most material at this time, whether she will yet accept the 
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earl of Angus to lier favour or not. Nor were it wisdom 
that tlie king*i? graee, now that he }iath suffered him to enter 
into his country^ w^hieh hiri iiiglmess had no honourahle colour 
to deny him, should so stick unto the making up of the dif* 
ferenees between the queen, the earl of Ai'nm, and him, that 
it .should seem to be a matter that the king's grace would 
prefer to be mixed with the aftairs and causes of the realm. 

Howheit somewhat it is to he marvelled for what ground 
or occasion he should he inhibited to come unto the parlia- 
ment, considering that lie is one of the chief noblemen of that 
realm and a true subject unto his prince, unless the lords of 
Scotland, not bearing unto him, as it appearetli, so much 
favour and good will as bj many and many letters sent hither 
from the borders liath been mentioned, w^onld mind in the 
said parliament to pass Eomcthing at the queen*s request 
which shall be to his extreme prejudice and detriment; fur, 
since his coming into Scotland, tliei'e hath not yet hithcrtOj as 
far as is known here, been shown any corroboration that he 
is so well beloved, or hath sueh a party in that realm as hath 
been reported, but rather it is to bti thought, that the lords 
who cannot suffer any great preeminence or superiority to be in 
one of themselves above the other, doubt that he. being hus- 
band unto the queen, whom for that she is a great princess 
they could suffer to hav^e the shadow or visage of government, 
should after his reconciHation unto her favour, rule all the 
residue; and for tkat cause very like k is that this divorce 
hath proceeded for training of him unto her will, till such 
time as the parliament might be fmishetl, and he neither 
privy to their drifts and compasses^ nor present to w ithstand 
such things as might sound to his derogation or hindrance, 
wbich thing were fm' discrepant froju honour and reason. 
And right kjath would the king's highness be to see or know 
such effect to be brought to pass, he being by the king^s lieu- 
tenant advised and desired to repair unto Berwick; wherein 
one thing is specially to be noted; the said queen allegeth 
that it is much against her honour that the earl of Angus 
should thus be sent into vScotiand without her consent and 
agreement; but she nothing regardcth how much it should 
soimd to tlie king^s dishonour cither to have detained him any 
longer here, having no occasion so to do; or now to allure him 
unto Berwick, as though his grace were constrained to keep 

T 



diyub 



274 APPENDIX. 

him out of Scotland, till the said queen's pleasure were deter- 
mined. And if any notahle thing should he done against him 
during his ahode in Berwick, then should it also much more 
touch the king's honour. >Vlierefore his grace, and other of 
his counsel, do not a little marvel that either my IcHrd of Nor- 
folk, or you, would consent to such overture, or write therein 
to the said earl, unless ye might first have had some evident 
appearance upon what ground the same should have been 
done, and have well known that it must he for some great as 
good effect. But if ye may perceive the queen and the lords 
so to proceed with you that the king's honour be not herein 
touched, and the matters to be in train, according to the 
king's mind and desire; then, though the said earl were ab- 
sent firom the parliament, so his presence there should do hurt 
neither to the assembly of the lords or sending of ambassa^Hrs, 
it is not the thing which the king's grace would ye should 
stick at. 

And likewise the money that ye have given unto the 
queen, and the payment of the . . . men for one month, if it 
be done already, may be suffered; ye finding the queen and 
lords in such good disposition as is aforesaid. 

As to delivery of the king's letters to the lords, it is 
not to be a little marvelled that ye would respite or defer the 
doing thereof, considering that the matter therein contained 
is thankful and acceptable, and nothing in the same letters 
mentioned which soundeth to the said queen's dispraise or dis- 
honour, but rather for the preservation of the same; assuring 
you, that these letters were devised not without mature de- 
liberation of said counsel, knowing that if, upon particular 
displeasure, there should be surmise made to the lords of Scot- 
land of any unreasonable demand required by the king's high- 
ness, the said letters should be a sufficient declaration unto 
them, whereby they might know the king's good meaning and 
intent; but when things be devised here for conducting of 
the king's matters, and the same by some shall be changed 
and altered to their device and fantasy, and by others preter- 
mitted, and not delivered, or not put in execution, according 
to the commandment given in that behalf, it is no marvel 
though matters many times perish and have adverse success, 
the experience whereof partly may appear in the delivery of 
my letter unto the archbishop of Saint Andrews, which much 
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coniinoaed luoi in his devotion towards the kin^f's grace; 
if all other had been d^jlivertid in time, and till instructions 
followed with such sentences, elanses, and manner, as they 
were here conehed, it is not to be douljted bot lietter effect 
would have ensued thereof; and therefore if tJie king's said let- 
ters be not yet delivereiU there is no cause why ye should not, 
without further delay of time, give the same, considering that 
they shall rathei' advance the coming of the ambassadors, and 
confirm the lords in the king^s devotion, than othei'wise. 

So as for this point, ye do perceive that, finding the 
queen and lords in such good mind and towardness as is 
aforesaid, and the ambassadors determined to be sent without 
ftu ther delay, it were not convenient to hinder or disturb the 
same, but rather to advance it with as good and convenient 
ways, without suit or desiring them thereunto, as ye can devise. 

On the other pmt, it is to he coiisid<i*ed what hath, at 
and since your deptirture from hence, been notiiied to the 
duke of Norfolk and you, by instrnctions, letters, and other- 
wise, touching the plan, form, and wanner of the king^s intent 
and meaning in these matters of Scotland, not being grounded 
upon other thing, but only upon the benevolent and loving 
mind that the king's grace beareth unto his said dearest 
nephew and sister, for the proximity of blood and possibility 
of succession that the said young king is in to the king's 
highness, and the other good virtues and quidities I'eported to 
be m his person; as ye have been largely advertised of 
the king's mind in that behalf, by you well pondered and 
regarded, ye may finally perceive that, when the queen of 
Scots, and lords of that land, shall make strange and high 
demonstrations unto jou in their doings, without due respect 
had unto the king's gratuities and kindness, but rather use 
themselves as though the king's highness were fain to seek 
upon them for amity and friendship, the more ye show your- 
self inclinable to their demands and requests, and the more 
they shall perceive you to insist for their good wills, the 
prooder and more arrogant they shaU be; and therefore in 
this case it were not convenient that, for sending of their 
ambassadors, which shall be most to their profit and surety, ye 
should too much follow the queen's mind and desire, or for- 
bear plainly and roundly to open and declare unto her such 
things as ye have in commandment to do; for by that mean* 

t2 
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abe shall perceive lliat only for the weal of her son and herselJ, 
the king's grace doth show himself thu8 benevolent unto 

I them, and not for anything that his grace iooketh to win 
thereby, or to lose by the contrary; whereas, if the plan be 
not declared unto lier, slie sliall tliink that the king's hi*jhness 
^are not nor will do anything agulnst her mi nth but tuliil all 
her demands and desires, be they rea^^onable or not, and so 
she shall remain in overmueli estimation and arrogance of 
herself, refusing to condescend imto s^ucli things as may be 
most to the honour, weal, and surety of iier and her sfiid son, 
whieli perchance she wilt look more substantially unto, if her 
ingrtite unkind and indiscreet demeanour, he in convenient 
m:mner declared imto her. Wherein I lately wrote onto my 
lord of Korfolk tlie king's pleasure to be signilied unto her, 
as it was couched in my letters; howheit both he altered and 
changed the same far from the fai^hion that it was in; and 
still the letters which he sent ye forbear to deliver, as though 
the comijig of the aralmssadors should be a thing highly to 
the king's bench t, aud the retardment of them in the said 
queen's default shoald sound to the king's extreme hindrance 
or d I, sad vantage, winch was never meant or thought on this 
side; or that the queen and lords of Scotland, having such 
fantasy imputed in their mind, should be procured, solicited, 
or provoked en the king's behalf thcrt^unto. And unless ye 
have found them of other mind than this, the king*s higlmess 
doth not a little marvel, that either ye would deliver unto the 

. cjtieen one groat of money, or be of the opinion that tlie wage 

[©f the . , . men should be paidor advanced for the said queen*s 
pleasure, or at her nomination or desire, considering tliatj by 
means of the same, she may, if she do not intend and mind to 
follow the king's ways, make herself and jiarty strong both 
against the carl of Angus and all other that should be averse 
to the. French faction and pleasure: and therefore if ye have 
not already made payment for the said . . , men, it shall be 
wisdom ye be not over hasty in the doing thereof; specially, 
without ye see the queen in such good train, that the said 

' payment may gi-eatly confer to the furtherance of the king's 
intent, and do no damage or hindrance to the same. 

Finally: whereas there hath been motion made unto you 
by the queen, by consent and desire of the lords, as she saith, 
that ya should depait and return home, wherein ye have ob- 
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tained respite till the coming of the said ambassadors, it is 
tliought very straa;!^ that je, who hrive been .sent thitlif r with 
such pres^'^nts, and for demonstration of gratnity and kindness, 
should be so entreated; 'whereby there is great appearance 
that neither the queeu nor the lords that make motion of 
your departure hem* any great favour towards the kiag's 
grace, btit that they have yuu in stii*picion and jealousy, 
not willing that ye shouhl be privy of their doingg and pro- 
ceeding's, unto which matter due regard would be had, for 
many rct^pects and causes. And if, by good and politic way3, 
without great pursuit or instance to be madcs ye could tind 
the means tiiat, with their good contenttition, ye might 
remain there f(»r a longer treason; sayings that when tlie am- 
bassadors sliall be arrived, there may insarge and happen some 
things wherein it shall be requisite and necessary plainly to 
explain imto the said queen and lords the king's intent and 
meaning by mouth, better than can be done by letters of their 
ambassadors, or by any the king^s letters imto the said queen 
and lords; it is thought your presence and remaining there 
for a season should do great good; and therelore ye shall, by 
good dexterity, tind the means so to do, if conveniently and 
honourably, without showing any great desire or fervour on 
your side thereunto, ye can bring it to pas^: bit t if ye shall 
perceive that they will be much contrary from it, making 
great difficulty in the same, then the king's highness is con- 
tented tliatj after tlie coming of the said ambassadors into 
Enghuuh ye shall take your leave and depart at your pleasure, 
whereof 1 doubt not but ye wiO advertise me before that time, 
so that 1 may instruct you of the king's mind and pleasure 
how ye i^haO order yourself w^ith the queen and otherj* at your 
departure after, as it shall be sven^ that the said queen and 
lords shall proceed, and as the case and matters then shall 
require. 

Letter XV, 



WOLSEY TO THE KINGS AMBASSADOHS WITH THE 
EMPEUOH. 

Mr. Sampson and Mi", Jernynghara, I commend me unto 
you in ray most right hearty manner. Since the arrival here 
of Mr, Boleyn, by w horn the king's gi*ace hath been adver- 
tised of the state wherein the emperor's matters and affairs 
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itood at his departing, is also come hither Monsieur de Beau- 
rein, sent by the said eraperor with lett*;rs to the king's gra<5e 
and me, and abo with two instructions; one concerning such 
matters as he Iiad to be spoken of here, and the other touching 
certain benefices to be by him done with the duke of 
G . , a . * e; the effect ot" both which instructions were 

' taken out and tramilated into English, and the abstracts? of 
the saine, for your better knowledge and understanding, I 
send unto you herewith. I recei\^ed also, hy the said Beau- 
rein, the letters of you, Mr. Sampson, to rac directed, the 
effect whereof I shower! unto the king's grace, who, as well 

[lor your diligent writings at that time, ns for other your 
former advertisements, giveth unto you ♦special thanks, like 
as I do for my part. And Ibrasmueh as by the said two 
abstracts ye shall amply and fidly understand the charge 
which was committed to Monsieur de Beaurein by the two 
instructions, 1 shtiU therefore refer you thereunto for your 
knowledge in that behalf, advertising you that, inasmuch as 
the said Beaurein might not make any abode here, saying 
that he must be with tlie said duke at the place prefixed by 
the latter end of this month: a memorial, therefore, was given 
unto him of certain things which he should do there on the 
kings behalf, till sueh season as Dr* Knight, being ambas- 
sador with tlie lady Margaret, and consequently well on his 
way, might with commitssion and instruction sent unto him 
in diligence, repair also to the same place, there to be present 

kat the diet and treaty with the said duke for the king's part; 

[which commission and instruction, iucoatinently after the 

1 depiu*ture of the said Monsieur de Beaurein, were made and 
sent unto Dr. Knight; the copy whereof and also of the 
memorial in Latin, given to Beaurein, ye shall receive at 
this time, so that by all the said copies ye shall know and 
under^itand the whole process of everythiJig which hath 1>een 
devised, concluded, and done by the king's grace and bis 
counsel in this behalf, and how ready and inclined his highness 

lis to every such thing a* may sound to the furtherance, 
"benefit, and advancement of the common enterprist^s :uid 
affairs. And in ease either the said MonsieHr de Beaurein, 
or the eraperor*s ambassador here resident, had Imd any com- 
mission or instruction to have treated and concluded with the 
^'s grace, upon the numbers, place, time, and other special- 
eoneerning the advancement of armies, on either side. 
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against France tMs sammerj and for the putting over of the 
personal invasion, the same had also Leen fully concluded and 
agreed; neverthele^is, all fK>ssihl« diligence is used here for 
preparation and putting everything in perfect readiness, that 
shall l>e requisite for the army to be sent out of tins realm 
intf> Frmice. so as, mcontiiiently upon knowledge had from 
jou that the emperor hath concluded a treaty for that pur- 
pose, and that ye see real and effectual execution of the same, 
and advancement forward on that side, the king's army, with- 
out delay of time, or delay, shall he in diligence transported, 
so to proceed according to the eonven lions and agreements 
which stiail be passed by you in that behalf. Wherefore, ye 
shall diligently procure and solicit the emperor to accelerate 
his resolution therein, if it be not done already, as I trust 
verily it is before this time, and your letters despatched 
hitherwards, containing answer of the same, which for the 
more surety ye may duplicate^ so a^, for lack of knowledge 
from thence, if any misadventure should happen to your first 
letters, the king's grace should not remain destitute and un- 
provide^l of answer touching the emperor^s trdnd in the pre- 
mises, without which no fruitful thing, except preparation, 
can be done, cither concerning invasion to be made this yeai', 
as is aforesaid, neither ah^o the ellectual execution of the 
treaty to be passed wdth the said duke- And what the king's 
grace hath resolved and done touching the charge uf Beau- 
rein, ye being now suiiiciently instnicted by the said copies, 
shall, with the king*s most cordial and my most hemhle re- 
commendations, sliow and declare unto the emperor, ^vith 
such doubtfid points as concern de la IVIoer, and other suspi- 
cions which might arise in tliis matter, as the thing which, 
though it be not very apparent, yet the king's grace, who 
tendereth the einjieror's honour and weal a?? much as his own, 
would not pretermit to advertise his majesty of any matter that 
might he doubtftd and dangerous unto his ailairs. 
, * Over this ye shall shovv unto the emperor that, upon safe 
conduct desired by the king of Denmark, and to him granted, 
he, with the queen his w ife, and one hundred persons in their 
company, be lately arrived here; when the king's grace, as 

* Tli9 fullowing contains the opiiucin of the coi'dinal luid the Englisli go 
vemment on one ol' tlie moal remiu-kaUle iacidemiii of the «ge of Henry VJII- 
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weil for the Lononr of his highness and of this his realm, as 
for the alliance which is with the said king, hj reason of the 
queen his wife, hath, for the emperor s and her k>ve and honour, 
more than for any demonstration of kindness heretofore 
showed bj the king of Denmark towards the king's grace and 
thia realm, received and entertained in the best manner, at 
the king's charges and expenses, from their arrival at Calais 
form-ard; since whose coming to the king's presence at Green- 
wich, where they were for a season lodged and feasted, and 
also since their coming to London, where thej now be, at 
Bath place, all at the king's cost as aforesaid, I have, on the 
king's behalf^ had sundry conversations with the said king of 
Denmark, upon the cause and occasion of his coming hither, 
perceiving, in effect, by him, that the crown of the realm of 
Denmark is not descended unto him by rightful succession of 
inheritance, but by election, as it hath always been accustomed, 
the prerogative and jurisdiction of which election resteth in 
certain special persons of the same realm, who, at the request 
of the late king of Denmark, father to this man, passed the 
election of him, in his father's days, to succeed in the said 
kingdom after his time, with certain conditions whereunto 
they astringed and bound him, for the nonobservance and vio- 
lation, it should be lawful to the same elisors to depart from his 
obeisance: which election so passed, the late old king of Den- 
mark, having at that time another son, and being, this king, 
at the time of his said election, but of twelve years of age, 
was, by the father's persuasion, after the death of the said 
other son, ratiHed and confirmed. Howbeit the said king 
affirmetli, that the conditions were more strange than had 
been accustomed to be used in other princes' days, whereunto 
he, in that minority, was nevertheless obliged and bounden, 
and that, for such matters as the said elisors, with other his 
subjects, do allege against him, sounding to the rupture and 
breach, as they say, of the said conditions, albeit he was and 
is contented if he can be found defective in the same, to 
reform and amend any thing by him passed; yet, nevertheless, 
partly by counsel of the duke of Holstein, and partly by the 
instigation of the Steds, enemies to tlie said king, the said 
elisors have abandoned him, and elected his uncle, the said 
duke of Holstein, who, with the puissance of his adherents, 
so proceeded against the said king, that, if he had not fed 
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with his wife and children, he and thej should (as he saith) not 
onl) have been put in danger of their persons, but also he had 
lost his ships, ordnance, goods, and siilistaneCj for which cause 
he withdreis^ himself, first towards the emperor^s said Low 
Countries, and now into En^rland, to require, demand, find ask 
of the emperor* and the king's grace, as well help and assist- 
ance, as aldo advice and counsel. And thi^i is the veiy cause 
siud manner of liis repair hither at this time. Whereupon 
the king's highness, for the near connexion which the said 
king of Denmark hatli with the emperor by marriage of his 
sister, wlio is a princess full of good virtues and manners, and 
wliom the king's grace, as well for the emperors sake as for 
her noble qualities, i-ight much doth tender and regard, hath 
at good length debated and devised upon this matter w^ith me, 
and other of liis eounsel, to whom it^i,s thought right .strange 
that the king of Denmark (as he alhrmeth) having divers 
other great jiatrimonies, eouiitries, and places of hh inheri- 
tance, and otherwise faithful, sure, and true to him, who wiM 
at ail times take his part, and receive and obey liim as their 
sovereign lord (the names of which conntrics and places be 
mentioned in a bill here inclosed), would thus suddenly de- 
part into remote and strange parts, whereby the more courage 
and boldness might be given to his adversaries and enemies, 
both to persist in tlieir displeasant minds towards him^ and 
also to provoke other of his loving subjects to their devotion 
and party: whereas, by his presence and ostentation of him- 
self, they might peri'hance with good policy and aid of Lis 
loving subjects, have been the more facily vanquislied and sub- 
dued, or, at tlie least, induced to have changed their purpose. 
For which cause, upon good deliberation, and often conversa- 
tions by me had with the said king of Denmark, I have 
advised and counselled him in anywise to rejjair again, Tv^th 
diligence, to such of the said counti'ies and places remaining 
in his obeisance, as he shall think expedient, making his stay 
and continuance there, ibr procuring and labouring such 
things as may be most l>eneficial to the recovery of the good 
wills and minds of the siiid elisors, lords, and subjects of 
Denmark, and the reconciliation of him unto his enemies. To 
the furtherance whereof, it is thought that the emperor, of 
good congruence and kindness, and the king's grace, for 
gratuity and love, sliall put their Lands by good mediation, 
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sending ambassadors and letters, both unto the said elisors, 
duke of Holstein, and other lords of Denmark, which may 
labour them to resume and take again their said king, who is 
contented not only to reform all such things, if any be, as they 
think him to have done contrary to the said conditions, 
wherein the king's grace will take upon him and be bound as 
his surety that he should so do; but also will utterly remit 
and forgive any displeasure or attempt which they or his sub- 
jects have enterprised, done, or committed against him in this 
his expulsion and new election. And furthermore, means 
may be made to the said Steds, who have great privileges 
•bd liberties in the emperor's and king's regions, that at their 
contemplation, and for their sakes, they will cease from any 
hostility, war, or rancour, against the said king, and some 
amicable composition to J)e made in the differences depending 
between them. All which devise the king's grace will cause 
his ambassadors, resident at the court of Rome, to show unto 
the pope's holiness, to the intent that the same also may send 
his briefs and writings, both to the said duke of Holstein, 
elisors, and others of Denmark, and also to the Steds, for this 
purpose; with which ambassador expedient it shall be that the 
emperor's ambassador do also join therein; so that it is verily 
trusted that the emperor putting his hands effectually hereunto, 
as of reason and kindness he must needs do, the proximity of 
blood and fair suopession descended between the said king and 
queen considered, this matter may yet be reduced and brought 
with labour, help^ and policy, into good train, and the said king, 
with Grod's grace, by loving and fair means restored to his 
kingdom without further violence, war, or effusion of blood, 
which way is meet and expedient to be first attempted, and 
no further hostility to be raised or stirred, in expendure if it 
be possible. Nevertheless, if the same shall in nowise do 
profit or avail unto him, but that the Danes and Steds shall 
remain obstinate and in pertinacity, without conforming them- 
selves to good order and reason, then further direction may 
be taken for assistance to be given unto the said king, as 
well by the king's grace and the emperor, as by such other 
princes of Germany, and elsewhere, as be his confederates, 
lovers, and friends. Wherefore ye, showing and declaring 
the premises, shall procure and solicit despatch of such per- 
sonages and writings as he will send for this purpose, with 
commandment to be given to his orator at Rome to join with 
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the king's ambassador as is aforesaid; in which mean time as 
znuch shall be done by the king's grace as may be possible, 
for it is a thing far discrepant from good order, reason, or 
congruence, that a prince shall thus, by the wilfulness of his 
lords and commons, be expelled and put from his crown, upon 
any grievances by them pretended, specially not being the 
matters first showed and objected unto him, and his answer 
heard upon the same; ascertaining you that the said king, 
accepting marvellous thankfully, and in good part, this good 
advice and counsel, the circumstances whereof I have caused 
to be put in articles in Latin, which he singularly liketh, is 
minded, within four or five days to depart with the queen 
ids wife, towards Flanders, where his ships be rigging, so to 
proceed further according to the said device; praying you, 
therefore, to ascertain me of the emperor's answer and resolu- 
tion herein, and in all other the premises, with diligence, as 
the king's special trust is in you. 

Post scripta. — ^Letters be arrived, as well from the bishop 
of Bath, being the king's ambassador at Rome, dated there 
the third day of the last month, as also from Mr. Pace, dated 
at Venice the first day of the same, tlie copies of which letters, 
for your better knowledge and information, I send you with 
these presents; by tenour whereof you shall, among other 
things, perceive how, upon the attachment of the cardinal 
Sodormo, the French king hath revoked his ambassador^ 
which were on their way towards the pope's holiness, and that 
in the court of Home is neither commission nor person deputed 
for the sjud French king, to treat either of peace or truce; so 
as there is no manner, Hkelihood, appearance, or towardness, 
that anything may or shall at this time be further done therein, 
or that the emperor and the king's grace shall ground or 
establish their common matters thereupon, but substantially 
to foresee and provide for all such things as may concern the 
most effectual annoyance of the common enemy. Ye shall 
further perceive by the said copies, that expectation is to be 
had of the pope's holiness, who in no wise will be induced to 
condescend unto any treaty offensive against France, respiting 
also upon the success of the affairs at Venice, to declare and 
show his resolute mind, touching his entering into a league 
defensive, which will be the most that he can be induced 
unto, and that not without difficulty; for which cause, expe- 
dient it shall be that the king and the emperor, without further 



delay of time, do witli diligence I'urnidi, provide, and look 
UDto their business, and in &ucli wise pre^s the French kiog 
earnestly, and not with small prickings, which as it apptareth 
he doth little esteem, that he may be constrained and enforced 
othenvice to himself than hitherto he doth begin. In wLicIi 
matter ye shall declare and show imto tlie emperor the king^g 
opinion, cm listing in two material points The iirst and 
great'jst thing cunsi«]ered by liis grace aiiil his counsel is, 
that, rememberini^ tlie untcjwardness and obstinacy of the 
said French kin^^, it i^ now thought expedient^ by all the 
mean?i and ways possible, to accelei-^ate the pei-sunal invasion^ 
and for that purpose to devise how in an}'wise it may he 
feasible, as well by ibrhearing and sparing other particular 
charges, which might sound to the delay and impeachment 
tliereof, as otherw ii^e; for better it shall be once to annoy the 
common enemy with great puisc^ances which he should not be 
able to resi.>tj whereby he may be driven to oHer and eome unto 
reasonable conditions, than thus, by driving the time by little 
and little, to waste and consume treasure, and in conclusion no 
good effect to come thereof: wherefore, if the emperor and 
king*s grace might be iurnished with money, treasure, and 
other requisites for a main and great invasion to he made in 
their own persons, the sooner the snme WTre done and put in 
execution, the rather the common enemy slu>uld be brought 
and compelled to sjjcak of another time, and perchance some 
great and notable victory might thereof ensue, to their great 
honour and profits. Kevertheless, if for lack of liirniture of 
money and treasure, the emperor and the king's grace should 
not now do the same in their own persons till the next 
Slimmer iu the year next following, by wliich time it shall be 
seen what the French king will further do touching peace, 
then it is thouglit a wtiy might be taken for making of an 
expedition by lieutenants, the same to iuYnde in sueh places, 
taking the year before them, and with such force and puissance 
as some notable effect might ensue tliereof, and the enemy 
enforced to know himself: the debating and devising of which 
matters, by common ronsent^ might, in the residue of this 
summer tmd the next winter, be practised, commenced, and 
concluded, so that at the beginning of the next year the same 
might be executed accordingly, which is thought a more dis- 
creet and prudent way, and better effect shall ensue thereof, 
L than to defer the enterprises till the summer be almost spent, 
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aa hath been this present year, and as they shall and may be 
furiiisbed with money on both side:3 for the performance of 
the prtiinis<?.s, either by iova^ion in person, or by lieutenants. 
Necessary shall it be that mutual frank and plain advertise- 
ment be made thereof, from time to tiaai% to the intent that 
everything nmy proceed to the honour of both princes, annoy- 
ance of the common enemy, and eschewing of snperlluous and 
vain expenses as shall appertain; for, by such dribhling war 
as yet hitherto hath been made by the said prince?, the com- 
mon enemy i3 rather exalted, contemning and httle or nothing 
regarding them, tlian driven to knowledge himself, or come to 
honest conditiuns of truce and peace, desiring the eontiauance 
of war in such manner rather than otherwise, suppoBing 
thereby that the sidd princes shall be impoverished, and he 
little or nothing damaged or annoyed. And in case the 
emperor and the king's grace cannot be furnished neitlier to 
invade in their persons, nor by their lieutenants, as above, 
wherein plainness ought to be used, and all dissimulation or con- 
eeahneut hud apart: then, by mutual counsel it must be devised 
how, and by what good means they may come to an honour* 
able peace, tor thus to stand and continue so long in war with- 
out doiiig any notable damage to tlie enemy, can neither be 
to their hojiour, nor endured by their realms and subjects. 

The other matter winch the king's grace and his counsel 
have special resp*eet unto is this: ye know the full resolution 
of his grace touching such things as be to be done this year, 
for the answer w^hereof, and knowledge of the emperor*3 
mind in the same, his highness looketh to he advertised with 
such diligence that, giving one month's respite after the time 
of the said answer to assemble and transport his army, the same 
may be entered into the enemy's countries by the midst of 
August at the furthest; for, as the emperor may well considfT 
if, for lack of such knowledge in time, the whole month of 
August should peradventure expire before the king's army 
might be in the fieldj rainy v/eather then in September 
daily runnmg on, and the army intended to be sent unto 
Boulogne, as ye well know^ it should not be possible either 
for the shortness of time to do any gooil there, or also in that 
tbul and wet country to convey back again the artillery and 
ordnance. Whereof, consequently, should ensue none other 
bnt waste and expenses of money, loss of the artillery, and 
great dishonour; for which cause the king's pleasure is, that 
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je, Biiowing the premises to ihe empemr. da substantiAll}' 
note whetlier as well the armies to be prepaid on that »idc 
may be advanced aud entered into the French king's cotintry 
before or hy the midst of August at the fartiiest; as al^o that 
your adveniseoient of the same may come in sach time as the 
king*a army, with the said one month's warning, may do the 
like on this side; in which ciuse the king's grace is and will be 
right well contented to follow and perform the device and 
agreement had thereupon, for the execution w hereof nothing, 
in the meantimf^ is here pretermitted. Nevertheless if either 
the emperor':* armies cannot be so soon ready in those parts, 
or that his resolution be not so soon taken, sent, and h^e 
arrived, that, with the said one month's warning, the king's 
army, und the other B;»sistance to be sent unto Ibem out of the 
eraperor*s Low Countries, may be ready in the field before 
midst of August, wbich is as much or more necessary to be 
done at that lime hence than on that side^ — the strength of 
the country and the great ordnance requisite to be carried 
considered. Then it is tbougbt unto the king*s grace and his 
counsel, that better it 'were to leave and forbeai' the sending 
of any such armies thi^ summer, and to spare tbe money that 
should he spent in the same for the said personal invasion, 
than out of time to advance them, and witli loss, reproaches, 
and damiige, to return them. And, in the meantime, tlie 
emperor and the king's grace, standing in mei'e term.i of 
defence, and providing sufficiently as well for furniture of 
their towns, Ibrtresses, and places, as for guarding of the seas 
with some good and meet ships— that is to say, the emperor 
from the trade along the coast of Spain, and the king from 
the trade hither, and so to the coast of Flanders, and they to 
look there to the guarding of the said quarters; sure tliey may 
be that not only their countries and subjects shall be well 
defendt^'d, and with small charges in comi>arison oi' the other, 
but also tlie common enemy, in the mean season, the more 
wearied, fatigued, and iui|Miverisked; whereby, at the time of 
the said personal invasion, they should be of the much better 
strength and ability to maintain themselves for a great space, 
will eh is requisite to be done, if any fruit or good etiect shaU 
ensue thereof: and to begin in the latter end of the year* 
when no tarrying or abode may be to do any effectual annoy- 
ajice to the enemy. And if, perchance, it might be thought 
that this time were most opportune and cojivenient by reason 




LETTERS TO AND VROtl WOLSEV. 



2ST 



L 



of the diikfi of I cloubt not but by the time that tlie 

emperor und his counsel sliall have groundly pondered and 
noted the ditlieulties contained before in thc^e my present 
ktters, which peradventuro before were not thought upon, it 
shall appear tbat tbere in not like to grow so great bent^fit or 
eommLjdity tliereof as was esteemed. I require you, tbere- 
fore, circumspectly tmd discreetly to handle this matter with 
the emperorj taking such du'ection, by your prudent demon- 
strations to be made unto him herein, tliat neither the time in 
making these sober wars against the enemy be thus longer 
consumed, but that by the advancement of tlie saiil personal 
invasion this next year he may be earnestly handled, as i^ 
aforesaid; noralrio, that the enterprisers to be done this xsummer 
be so late by you there concluded, that for lack of knowledge in 
the time before limited, the king's grace be driven to advance 
his army and people, and spend Ins money and time in vain, 
and consequently do good done, but rather reproach, loss, 
and damage to be sustained. And of the emperor's resolution 
in all and singular the premises, with such other knowleflge 
and successes as shall occur in the mean season, 1 pray you 
diligently to advertise me, from time to time, as the king's 
grace specially trustetli you. 

And whereas in sundry former letters and instructions 
given unto Mr. Boleyn aud you Mr. Sampson, ye were eom- 
ninnded to solicit and procure the speedy sending into thei*e 
narrow ^ens of an army of 3000 men; which thing the 
king's grace moved and desired, onl}^ because at that time the 
French king prepared a great and puissant army to have been 
set to the sea, intending, it' he miglit, to have been lord of 
the same; inasmnch as tlte same French king, npon know- 
ledge had of the king's aimy by sea put in readiness, which 
be saw well he was not able to conntervail, bath now left otf 
tlie setting fi)rth and advancement of his said great army, not 
being minded, as far as the king's grace can learn, to send 
out the same this year. Tlie king's highness, therefore, 
having as gre^it respect to the saving oi' the emperor's charges 
as of his own, and rather more, being minded to furtlier 
everything that may be to the determination of the said 
charges, so as thereby they may be the more able to make 
the said personal invasion^ willeth, that ye shall show unto 
liis majesty, that for the said considerations he shall not need 
to put himself to chai'ge at this time for sending of the said 
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3000 men, but only to provide for the guarding oFtiiose seas 
from the trade along the coast of Spain, as is aforeand^ so as 
the merchants and subjects of both princes and other their 
friends, may pass to and fro out of danger as shall appertaiJi. 
And so heartily fare ye well. At my place beside Westmin- 
ster, the third day of July. Your loving friend. 

T. Cardlis. Ebor. 
To my loving friend, Mr. Richard 
Sampson, dean of the king's 
Chapel, and sir Richard Jer- 
ningham, knights, king's coun- 
cillors, and ambassadors with 
the emperor. 

Letter XVI. 

THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Mr. Sampson and Mr. Jerningham, I commend me unto 
you in my right hearty manner. Since my last letters to 
you addressed, sent by the hands of Chatel, secretary to tlie 
lord Beaurein, divers alterations, changes, and contrarieties, 
have, to the king's great miscontentment, regret, and displea- 
sure, happened and ensued in the common affairs and enter- 
prises; the circumstances whereof, ye, avoiding all sinister 
and feigned reports, which might be caused or contrived, 
shall plainly show and declare to the emperor and his council 
at length in manner and form following^ 

First, whereas the duke of Suffolk, and count de Buren, 

with the common army, after was taken by surrender, 

the town and passage of Bray by force, were determined to 
have fortified the said Bray, there to have established their 
staple of victuals, and so to have marched the right way 
towards Paris; trusting and supposing by the way to have 
had some word or knowledge from the duke of Bourbon. 
Desiring the king's grace, therefore, not only to send unto 
them, against the beginning of November, new 'furniture oi' 
money, but also, in consideration of the decrease and dimi- 
nution of their numbers, by reason of death and sickness, to 
cause the army to be enforced, as well with a competent 
number of English footmen, as also with the supplement of 
the Burgundians on the emperor's part, in such wise as they 
might be the more able to encounter with the enemies, when 
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Deed should be, and also to leave convenient garrisons in such 
places as they had taken, and should take, for defence of the 
same; promising that they who then were passed the ri^er 
of Sum rue J would prot-eed to a great open town, not far dis- 
tant from thenee, cndled Lihoiis, to ^bide the king's answer 
and resolution in that behalf So it was that, upon know- 
ledjG^e of the premises, the king's highness, being very joyous 
and ghid of this good commencement, trusting verily that 
after the long delay of time, and great difficulty which had 
been in default of their carriages and limoners, they should 
now prosperously and eommodiou&ly pass to the annoyance of 
the common enemy, not only sent immediately unto the town 
of Calais sufficient ftirniture of money to have sufficed the 
said army till the beginning of January at the least, directing 
letters to the said duke of Suffolk to send unto Calais conduct 
for the same; but also, with all possible diligence, raised an 
army of 7000 men, to have passed with speed unto the said 
Lihons, there to have joined w^itli the residue. And besidea 
that, his grace immediately wrote unto the lady Margaret 
and count de Buren, desiring and instantly requiring tliem, 
that the BurgundianSj which were then evil payed, and in 
default thereof daily ste'd away, might from thenceforth be suf- 
ficiently furnished of their payment, and also number of them 
as laclted might be fulhlled and supplied. To which purpose 
his highness furthermore instrueted you by letters, sent by 
Chatei, to call upon the emperor for commaQdment and sure 
order to be given in that behalf. And was utterly resolved 
and determined, that the said army shoohl have tarried in the 
enemies' countries all this winter; the Burgundians doing the 
like, as the letters sent unto the said duke of Suffolk, count de 
Buren, and also to the lady Margaret, bis liigkneiS signified 
nnto them at length. Nevertheless, the king's letters so 
passed, the money also arrived at Calais, and there remaining, 
for lack of conduct, and the said enforcement being on the 
way to Dover there to have taken shipping, suddenly cfinie 
new letters from the said duke of Suffolk and count de Biu'en, 
showdng how that Bray was not nor could not be made in 
short space strong or tenable; and that, as well for more 
commodious saving of victuals, as for conveyance of money 
to the Burgundians, and the better joining with the duke of 
Bourbon, they discharging the gaixisons of Amere and Bray, 
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and throwing down tLe walls;, gates, and bulwarks of them 
iMJtIi; destroying also the strength of the said passage; wort> 
fully minded and deterrained to march towards a place in tLe 
confines of Champaigne, far distant from the said Bray, called 
Laalemoys, trusting there, or by the way, to have some know- 
ledge from tlie said duke of Bourbon where they might best 
join witli him, making in those letters neither mention of 
money or reinforcement; b(3t only that for the space of twelve 
days they could neither send nor receive any letters to or 
ii'om tiie king's grace, showing Ijow they had countermanded 
their victutds, great ordnance, and all other tilings, which 
was coining towards them from St. Omers; giving an order, 
that as well the same as letters and other requisites to he 
sent uuto them, should he conveyed unto Valencieimes. Of 
which news and alteratJouE, seeming to precede of the Bur- 
gundians, the king's highness not a little marvelled; trusting, 
nevertheless, that upon receipt of his former lettei-B, received 
with more additions requisite to the purpose, the said duke 
and count would have changed this their new deliberation 
and intent. Howheit the king's hope and expectation therein 
was wholly frustrate; for they had so secluded, stoppedj and 
broken the passages beliind tliem, that not only in twelve days, 
but in sixteen, no word, messenger^ or letter, did or could 
arrive or be sent from the one to the otJier, In which 
time sundry reports were raised of divei^s great exploits 
done by the said army, whereof no certainty could be had; 
whereby the king's grace was still in good hope, advancing 
und netting forward the rein fore ementj with all other tilings 
requi.site for continuance of liis army, except only that, 
upon this new knowledge, the reinforcement was stayed 
at the sea side, tiU advertisement might be had to what 
pkce they shoidd be sent. In the mean season letters wei'e 
brought from the lady Margaret, declaring resolutely that 
she could not, nor might, make any provision for continu- 
ance oi' the said BurgundianSj desiring the king therefore to 
furnish the same, or at the least till the first day of January 
next ensuing. Of which tidings his grace, who then had an 
army of 6000 men against the duke of Albany and the Scots, 
besides his armies on the sea, to his grace's extreme charge, 
was right heavy and sorry; w hereunto, after the said twenty- 
one days expii*ed, was added new disconiibrtahie matter, when 
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his grace, by letters of the said duke of Suffolk and count de 
Buren^ understood that tiiey in this mean season had taken 
Montidier, one of the strongest towQB of France, situate six 
miles beyond the river of Somme, right meet for the duke of 
Bourbon, if need had been to have Iain in this winter. And 
that, aft€r a right good feat done upon Pontremy and a cer- 
tain hand of French horsemen, whereof sixty at the least 
were takeuj and among them some good personages, and as 
many slain^ they had also defeated the strength of the said 
Montidier, taken and pillaged Koi, abandoned them both, and 
were again returned on this side of the river of Somme; 
al!irming, that unless they should so have done, tbe money 
of the BurgundianSj which as they said was then at Valen- 
ciennes, could not in surety eome unto them; sayings never- 
theless, that after the same, and also the king's said money 
being at Calais (for the which they had then sent) received, 
they were in as good place to follow their former journey 
towards Lan Ic Lannoys, as they were on the other side of 
the said river. And the said duke of Suffolk promisiug that, 
havijig continuance of the Burgundians, he would not fail to 
observe and accomplish the same; of which news concerning 
this the said duke's former intent, the king's grace take right 
good comfort, and should have taken much more, if liia 
highness bad not been advertised, as well of the said answer 
and express refusal made by the said lady Margaret, as also 
that the 10,000 lance-knights, which were under the leading 
of the count Felix, after their wages paid by the king's grace, 
tmd a great booty taken, the rest of the 100,000 crowns also 
arrived for the king's part, were totally retired and gone 
home; and the duke of Bourbon utterly resolved to pass with 
diligence to the emperor* Which news, all accounted together, 
showed in manner a mere impossibility that the king's army 
could continue this winter, specially lacking thek horsemen, 
without whom they could do no good, ^id being now no 
time to make provisions of men in this reahn or elsewhere, 
considering abo that the duke of Bourbon, who at the last, 
with the horsemen which he had levied, might have joined 
with the king*s army, though he lacked his lance-knights, 
had also discharged them; all which things did put the king's 
grace in some discontent, abiding daily more knowledge of 
the certainty. Nevertheless, the said duke of Suffolk and 
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count de Byren, understanding hy this time, from the ladj 
Margaret and otherwise, that she could not nor uiight furniiih 
to the further entertainment of the said Bnrgnndians; per* 
ceiving also how their horses and people of both companies, 
diu]y and nightly died in great numbers for cold; and that 
if tlie same should so continue they could not coDvey their 
ordnance from tlie place where it then was, being within the 
enemy'jj countrie?, without any knowledge, consent, or com- 
mnndment of the kjng'?5 grat-e; other strong place taken, 
which hi5 highness is minded to keep with a good garrison, 
repaired and retired wholly and entirely unto Valenciennes; 
where the king's army still remaiiiethj abiding knowledge of 
the king's pkajHure. Albeit the Bnrgnndians be a good 
season passed, departed every one to his own dwell ing-Iiouse. 
"Whereupon the king's grace, having knowledge thereof, and 
considering in wliat i*tate be the present affairs of Italy, the 
emperor being also, as it is here supposed, in the field in 
person, liath given order and commandment unto his said 
lieutenants and army, that if in anywise they can have con- 
tinuance of the said Burgundians, cither for the whole winter 
or at the least for a season, they shall endeavour themselves 
by redoubling of their limoners, and otherwise in anyi\nse to 
remain, proceeding again to the enterprises as long as may 
be posi^ible; and iit the least to resort again to the places at 
this aide the river of Somme, taking Doulens and Corbe if 
it may be; and to establish garrisons in the same, in such wise 
as it may evidently apjiear unto the French king that the 
king's grace is not minded to leave his enterpriees; nor that 
liig army shall be discharged from those parts, if in anywise 
the same may be continued by gan-ison or otherwise. And that 
the Burgiindians will join with them again for that purpose. 
Of whom, nor also of the com piemen t of carriages promised 
by the lady Margaret to have been provided, they could never 
be fully furnished by a great deal; which, besides the long 
retardment of the king's army at Calais, the Burgundians 
then also iiot being ready, hath been a marvellous hindrance 
unto the common affairs, that else had been much further ad- 
vanced in the commodious tinie of the year, and perchance 
the enemy by this time have been brought thereby unto right 
Imse and low state. All which premises you shall at length 
*w and declare unto the emperor, being the very truth and 
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plainness of the matter, least that percliance llie lafly Mai'- 
garet, knowing by report of tlie count of Burcn and otlit^r 
Eurgundians, that the duke of Sutfblk €on:!5t:nted to retirLi on 
this side of the river of Somme, and so to A'^alencieiines, 
before answer received from the king^s grace touching enter- 
tainment of the isaid Burgiindiaiis, or before knowletlge had 
there of skaliug of the said hmce-knighti!, shall, for her justi- 
iication to the emperor, make demonstration unto hi^ majesty 
that there was nor should have been any lack in the enter- 
tainment of the Bnrgundians in ease tlie king's army ^vonM 
have tarried; and for that cause I send unto yon, herewith, 
not only the copies of certain clauses, written at sundry 
times, by tlie duke of Sulfolk, shovviug and declaring the 
great lack of payment of the said Bnrgundiansj which caused 
them to ihll uuto spoil, besides the diminution of their num- 
bers, but also copies as well of the count of Buren*s letters, 
written to the king's grace and to me; wherein he showed 
the non-hkeliliood of their said entertainment, which was the 
total cause of the first intended way from Bray abatidoned 
and forsaken; as also of the lady Margaret's letters, uritten 
to the emperor's ambassadors here resident, mentioning how 
she could not nor rai^lit furnish money for continuance of 
the Burgundians as is aforesaid ; which things plainly notitied 
unto the emperor, shall put his majesty out of any doubt 
that the dissolving of the said army was not in the king's 
fault, or by his will or consent i but is, 1 assure you, as highly 
to the displeasure and miscontent of his highness as can be 
possibly devised or imagined. Nevertheless, since there is 
now no remedy, his grace will, as well by keeping garrison 

in the said , if it he tenable, and also, if it be possible, 

in the said towns on this side of the river of Somme, as by 
all other means, plainly show and prove his assured and per- 
fect mind and intent not to desist from his enterprises in 
France, but effectually to continue the same, according to the 
emperor's desire and contemplation. For the better per- 
formance whereof his grace hath sent in post after the duke 
of Bourbon, desiring him, if he be not too far [last in his 
journey, to pass by tliis the king's realm, as well for his more 
surety, commodity, and brief expedition, as also to the intent 
that^ upon communication and device, to be had between the 
king's highness and him, of such further things as be now to 
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be done and enteqirised touching the common affairs, the em- 
peror may at his coming and repair unto him, be the more 
perfectly ripe therein ; and the same more directly, by 
mntaal understanding and knowlctlgc from the one to the 
other, be put in execution, than should be if the said duke 
passed by Genoa lirst into Spain, and then thither, as he 
affirmeth he is minded to do. Howbeit, by such knowledge 
as is had irom sir John KusseO, who lieth at Besancon, with 
the king's money last sent, for payment of the said lance- 
knights, it should seem that the said duke is ah^eady very far 
on ins journey tri wards Genoa, so as it is thought it shall be 
too late to send any knowledge to him of the king's said mind 
and desire. And much it is to be feared least his passage by 
that way shall be very dangerous. Wherefore, if he shall 
happen saiely to arrive by that way with the emperor, the 
matter murit be taken as it now may be, and the more speedy 
diligence is to be used, for advertisement to be given unto the 
king's liighnesis of every thing accordingly* 

\Jlerc follow two pages in cypher. ^ 

Over this ye shtdl show unto tfie emperor how that, after 
the great preparations, brags, and boasts made by the duke of 
Albany, with his Frenchmen and Seots, to invade this the 
king's rcahn, and the number of . . , , ScntSj at least, assem- 
bled and raised for that purpose, he marching with them 
towards this the king's said realm, furnished right plen- 
teously of ordnances, victuals^ and other necessaries, did set 
Ibrth a truce or peace, to have been tre-jited or communed of 
by the mean ol' the king's sister, the queen of Scots, with 
comprehension of France, Whereunto, heaides his hope, 
answer was made, that as long as he and his Frenchmen were 
in the realm of Scotlandj or the Scots given to the party of 
the Frencli king, they should never have peace, truce, or 
other appuintmejit, with many other clauses mentioned in let- 
ters of the earl of Surrey, the kitig^s lieutenant for the time 
iti the north parts of this realm, to the rep roach and pricking 
forth of the said duke; whereupon he, after long demurring 
and lingeiing upon tiie borders, trusting that he would come 
unto Berwick, Carlisle, Norham, or some other strong place, 
which all were sufficiently furnished for his resistance, 
came at the last before a poor castle, not yet fully builded 
and finished, called Wark, wherehi were only 100 soldiers^ 
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with a captain nained sir "William Lisle, unto which place he 
bent, and two whole days ahot all his great ordnance right 
fiercely, being right well* manfullyj and vidiantly defended; 
the third day, early in the morning, he sent o^ er the river 
unto tkis English side, where the base court of the castle was, 
3000 Frenchmen and 1500 Scots to give the assault on this 
side, while the battery endured on the other, who, being the 
base couL't too large to he with all the rest defended with. lOO 
person.^, in process entered the same, giving the assault to 
the iunerward so eagerly, that, partly by sufferance of the 
captain ajid soldiei's, they also entered the same, being slain 
with fighting at hard strokes, as fast as they came In, in 
suchwise that, ai'ter the captain of the French footmen, with 
twenty of his company were slain, the rest were driven out 
of the inner ward, and by the captain and Enghshmen so 
freshly pursued, that they, with above L500 footmen, French 
and Scots, then being in the base couii;, were totally driven 
and expelled out of the same, aud with loss of above twenty 
of them, compelled to :dee agiiin over the water, where not a 
few were drowned for haste. The castie being thus, for that 
time, delivered fix)m the danger of that assault, the captain 
gave knowledge of the premises to the king's said lieutenant, 
who, with his ai^my, was in sundry places in and near Ber- 
wick, lodged in the country in three wards and sundry wings, 
BS commodity of victuals would suflfer, and, incontinently 
after his army assembled, marched towards Wark, whereof 
the said duke being by espial advertised, immediately levied 
his siege, and in the night with all celerity returned, as far 
as for the time he might, into Scotland, lodging himself and 
whole army at an abbey called Eales. Howbeit, being adver- 
tised that the kiog^s said lieutenant was ai'rived at Wark, and 
passing the river with his ordnance and ai'my, intending to 
pursue the said duke, he the night following, at midnight, 
causing the retreat to be formed, in despite of all the Scotti:?h 
borderersj who exhorted him to tarry and rcvenge the dis- 
pleasures done unto them, shamefully and cowardly fled and 
ran away, marching continually-, with small pauses and rests, 
till he came to Edinburgh, where, after Ins army, to hit* 
perpetual shame, skaled, he called a council, and since that 
time hath made new overtures of peace or truce, which be 
^answered as the former were. Whereupon the king's grace. 
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inasmuch as for the un season ahkness of the time, sterility, 
ban'enneas, and softness of the ground there, no main inva- 
sion can as yet be made into Scotland, hath established great 
gairisons on those borders, who do and shall make continual 
excursions and roads into that laud, devasling and destroying 
the same, till such time as the commodious time of the year 
shall come for further annoyance to be made unto them, of 
which good successes, without loss of any Englishman or 
hurt of one, may be done to this realm. Albeit the said duke^ 
by Jiis journey, in manner hath destroyed Scotland for many 
years, the king*s grace doubteth not but the emperor wiU be 
very joyous and glad, trusting in Almighty God that, by 
continuance of the wars this spring of the year, and the sum- 
mer coming, the Scots shall be compelled to know themselves, 
and either abandon the said duke and faction of France, or 
else to be of little ability to do any annoyance unto this the 
king's realm, in presence or absence of his grace, for a long 
time to come. 

Finally, I send unto you, here enclosed, copies of the 
king's and my letters to the duke of Bourbon, sent by his 
servant, bearer hereof; after whose arrival to the emperor, 
ye shall, on the king's and my behalf, salute him with cordial 
recommendations, rehearsing unto him by mouth how dis- 
pleasant it was to the king's highness and me to hear and un- 
derstand of the retirement of the said lance-knights, by whose 
continuance, after the said duke once joined with them, the 
king's army, who, ensuing the emperor and the said duke's 
advice and counsel, left all sieges, and, marching into the 
boweb of France, and of travers of the same, only to join or 
be near unto the said duke, and he, with his horsemen and 
lance-knights, were hke to have utterly caused a clear muta- 
tion in France, to the high renown of the emperor, the king's 
grace, and the said duke, whereas by the said retirement 
matters be now greatly hindered and changed. And never- 
theless, if the said duke^ after the lance-knights departed, had 
yet drawn with his horsemen towards the king's army, they 
should have been puissant enough to have kept the ileld; 
and at the least the said duke might have kept Mon tidier, 
strengthening the same for his abode there this winter, which 
would have been a notable countenance against the common 
enemy. Ilowbeit, since there is now herein no remedy, ye 
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sliall say unto him that the king's grace and I shall think 
long to hear of such farther ways as be to he devised for the 
redubbifig thereof, and the fiirther pursuing of the common 
enterpnses, wherein, neither with the rest of the 100,000 
crowns, nor with any otlier thing that may be done on the 
king's part J and for the lion our and weal of the said duke, 
shall be any laek or default on this side; with sueh other 
good words as ye may perceive shall sound to the confirniatioa 
of the things mentioned in the said copies; saying further* 
more, both unto the emperor and «nto him, that, upon know- 
ledge of their minds what way shall now larther be taken, 
afore the king's grace will send unto you commission for con- 
elusion of all matters with the said duke accordingly; and of 
his answer herein T pray you to advertise me with diligence, 
as well of all svich things as ye do, can, or shall know touch- 
ing tlie intent of the emperor, and of the said matters, con- 
cerning practices or appointments, and other the premises, as 
also of the good news, successes, and speed of the emperor's 
amiy, whereof to hear the king's grace thinketh very long; 
and also of such occurrences as shall happen them from time 
to time; signifying unto you, sir Bichard Jerningham, that 
the king's highness, in consideration of yoar travails and 
pains sustained there, hath appointed you to he his vice- 
chamberlain, and the same office doth keep and reserve for 
you purposely, till your coming and return, praying you both 
not to be slack in often advertisements, considering how 
much damage and hindrance the lack thereof doth unto the 
coramon causes and affairs, which his highness and I both 
trust ye will ponder and consider, supplying hereafter the far 
distance of the places by your diligent dispatches and writ- 
ings, wherein ye shall administer unto his grace very thank- 
ful and acceptable service to he considered and remembered 
accordingly. And fare ye heartily AvelL At my place besides 
Westminster, the fouith day of December, 1523, 
Your loving friend, 

T, Cardlis. Eboh. 
To my loving friends, Mr, Richard 
Sampson, doctor of the law, and 
dean of the king's chapel; and 
sir Richard Jerningham, knight; 
the king's counsellors and am- 
bassadors to the emperor. 
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Letter XVIL 

LORD SURRET TO CARDINAL WOLSEY* 

Please it your grace to be advertised^ that upon Friday, at 
ten o'clock at night, I returned to this town, and all the 
gaxTisons to their places assigned, the bishopric men, my lord 
of Westmoreland, and my lord Dacre, in likewise every man 
home with their companies without loss of any men, thanked 
be God, saving eight or ten slain, and divers hurt at skir- 
mishes and assaults of the tow^n of Jedburgh and the 
fortresses, which town is so sevei*ely burnt that no garrisons 
nor none other sliall be lodged there unto the time it be new* 
builded; the burning thereof 1 committed to two sure men, 
sir WHliam Bulinan and Thomas Tempest. 

The town was much better than I wot it had been, for 
there were twice more houses therein than in Berwick, and 
well builded, with many honest and fair houses therein suffi- 
cient to have lodged . . ♦ horsemen in garrison^ and six good 
towers therein, which town and towers be clearly destroyed, 
burnt, and thrown down. Undoubtedly thei"e was no excur- 
sion made into Scotland in no man's day living with so few 
a number, that is recounted to be so high an enterprise as 
this, both w^hat these countrymen and Scottiahmen, nor of 
truth so much hurt done; but in the end a great misfortune 
did fall only by folly that such order as was commanded by 
me to be kept was not observed; the manner whereof here- 
after shall ensue. 

Before my entry into Scotland I appointed air William 
Bulmer for the vanguard, and sir William Evers for the reai*- 
guard. In the vanguard, 1 appointed my lord of Westmore- 
land* as chief with aU the bishopric^ sir William Bulmer, 
sir William Overs, my lord Dacre, with all his company, and 
w^itb me remained all the rest of the garrisons and the 
Northumberland men. I w^as of counsel with the marshals 
at the ordering of our lodging; and our camp was so well 
environed with ordnance, caits, and dikes, that hard it was to 
enter or issue but at certain places appointed for that purpose; 
and assigned the most commodious place of the said camp for 
my lord Dacre's company, next the water, and next my lord 
of Westmoreland; and at such time as mj lord Dacre came 
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into the field, I being at the Jissault of the abbey which con- 
tinued imto two hours within night, my said loi"d Dacre 
would in nowise be content to lie within the camp^ which 
was made right sure, hut lodged himself without, w herewith 
at my i*eturn I iv as not content; but then it was too late to 
remove. The next day I sent my lord Dacre to a strong- 
hold called Fernherrit^ the lord whereof was his mortal enemy, 
and with hira sir Arthur Daren^ sir Marmaduke Constable, ' 
with 7CK> of their men, odc cotont, and divers other ^ood 
pieces of ortlnauce for the lield» The said Fernherst stood 
marvellous strongly within a great wood. The said two 
knights, with the mo^t part of their men, and Strickland, 
your grace's 4000 with 300 Kendal men, went into the wood 
on foot, with ordnance, where the said Kendal men were so 
handled, that they found hardy men that were DOt foot back 
for them. The other two knights were also so ahiirply 
assailed that they were enforced to call for more of theii' 
men, and yet could not bring the ordnance to the fortress, 
unto the time ray lord Dacre with, part of his horsemen 
lighted on foot, and mai'vellously hardly himself handled; 
and, finally, with long skliinishing and much ditficiiltj, got 
forth the ordnance, won the house, and threw down the 
same; at which skirmish my said lord Dacre, and his brother 
sir Christopher, and sir Arthur, and sir JMarmaduke, and 
many other gentlemen, did marvellously hardly, and found 
the best resi.stance that hath been seen since my coming to 
this part, and above 300 Scots slain, and Dot passing four 
Englishmen, but about forty liurt. After that, my said lord 
returning to the camp, would in nowise he lodged in the 
same, but where he lay the first night; and he being with me 
at supper, about eight o'clock, the horses of his company 
brolvc loose and suddenly ran out of his field, m such number 
that it caused a marvellous alarm in oiir field; and our stand- 
ing watch being set, the horses came running along tlie camp, 
at whom were shot above one liimdrcd sheaf of arrows and 
divers guns, thinking they had been Scots that would have 
assaulted the camp; finally, the horses were so mad that they 
ran like wild deer into the field, above tsv^enty at the least in 
divers companies; and in one place Jifty fell down a gre^t 
rock and slew themselves, and above fifty -two ran into tlie 
town, then being on fire, and by the women taken and carried 
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away riglit evil burnt, and many were taken again; but 
finally by tbat I can esteem by tbe number of tbem tbat I 
saw go on foot the next day, 1 tbink there is lost above 200 
horsesj and all willi folly, for lack of not lying within the 
camp. I dare not write the wonders that my lord Dae re and 
all \m eompaiiy do say they saw that night six times of 
spirits and fearftil sight-5; and universally all their company 
say plainly the devil was that night amongst them six times, 
which misfortune hath blemished the best women that was 
in kScotland many years. I assure your grace I found the 
Scots at this time the boldest and the hottest that ever I saw 
any nation. And all tlie remainder, upon all parts of the 
army, kept us with so continual skirraisli^ that I never saw 
the like, if they might assemble . . . aa good men as I now 
saw , , . or , . . it would be a hard encounter to meet them. 
Pity it is of my lord Daere's loss of the horses of his com- 
pany: he brought with liim above 300 men, and carae and 
lodged one night in Scotland, in his most mortal enemy's 
country. There is no harder nor better knight; but often- 
times he doth not use the most snre order, which he hath 
now paid dearly for. Written at Berwick, the twenty -seventh 
of September. YourSj most bounden, 

T. SUHRET, 

Letter XVIIL 

WOLSEY TO THE KINg's RESIDENT MIKISTER IN HOME. 

My Lord, — I commend rae unto you, in my most hearty 
manner, perceiving, by tenour of your letters, bearing date at 
Rome, the . . . and . . . days of December, that my letters to 
you, addressed by two special couriers, the one the . . . 
flay, and the other tbe . . , day of November, were safely, 
after some difficulty in t!ie way, arrived, and come to your 
hands, with the state and disposition wherein the affairs then 
were and stood at that time; for the whicii yonr diligent 
advertisement, the king's highness, unto whom I have shown 

and read your said letters, and also your others of tlie 

and I, botii give unto you our hearty thanks; assuring you, 
that as well your sundiy devices and discoui-ses had with the 
pope's holiness to very good purposes, as also your discreet 
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order taken for certain of the king's money, with other jour 
doingSj there he much to he liked nnd commended, wherein 
more and more ye daily show tlie manifest proof of your 
wisdom and great zeal to do unto the king's highness and his 
realm acceptahle service, which ye mny he assured sliall be 
remembered accordingly, ascertaining you that the king's 
grace sundry ways hath lately heen advertised that the 
French king, lying himself witli the most part of his ai'my 
still at tlie siege of Pnvia, hath sent and advanced, or intendetli 
shortly to send forth once again the duke of Alhany towards 
Naples; after whom it was first said, that the said viceroy of 
Naples and other the emperor's folks, leaving Lodj, passed and 
took their way thitherward for defence of the same; and that 
the French king had thereupon sent after them count St, Pol, 
with other good companies and hand of men, tlnnldng to in- 
terchide the emperor's folks between both companies; after- 
ward hy letters sent from the duke of Milan, of the twenty- 
second of Decemi)erj to his ambassador resident with the 
king's highness, the same among other news perceived, that 
in case the Fren-ch king should send any power toward Naples, 
or make visage so to do for any policy or craft, thinking 
thereby to cause the said viceroy to abandon Italy, and to 
attend the defence of Naples, the said French king should be 
greatly frustrate of his opinion, for the said viceroy would in 
nowise leave Italy; but as soon as he slionld have his power> 
mnte experiment battle with the said French king, which 
thing to hear and understand the king's highness was very 
joyous and ghid, commending and lauding gi-eatly the said 
viceroy's great virtue, wisdom, and good conduct, in this be- 
half. This matter, not unlikely to he true, is of great im^ 
portanee and consequence, having many things in it necessary 
substantially to be considered; for^ remembering the common 
fame, which upon sundry advertisements out of Italy, hath 
long continued here^ that there is a privy part, treaty, and 
agreement, concluded between the pope's holiness and the 
French king, both for alliance and other gre^t matters; and 
seeing that the French king dare take upon him this enter- 
prise, which, without the pope's favour, he could never think 
to bring unto good purpose; the demonstrations also, which, 
at the Jbrmer time, w*ere showed for passage of the French- 
men through Placenza, with other great arguments and 
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apparent conjectures, sounding to that purpose; it ia verily 
to be thought that the pope*s holinesj^ be it that the same Iw^ 
iBduced thereiinto by fear, affection, ambition, or otherwise, 
proeeedeth not so sincerely with the emperor and the king's 
grace in this behalf, as was supposed; and therefore^ that the 
king's highoess, for his part, upon snch assurance as always 
I have made unto liis grace on the pope's behalf, hath hitherto 
grounded his affairs upon an entire confidence towards hiu 
holiness, persuading unto himself, as indeed hath been Avritten 
from thence, that neither fear of adversity, though his holiness 
^ahoidd be compelled to fly out of the city of Rome, nor desire 
of exaltation of his country, friends or kinsfolks, lucre of 
goods, possessions, or other things, should move bis holiness 
from the constant mind which the same had unto the king 
and the emperor; but that if it should come unto the utter- 
most, he would take such part in peace or ivar against the 
French king as they should do, which thing seemeth not to 
be observed so constantly as was writteo and affirmed. It is 
now time to be somewhat more plain with his holiness than 
before needed or wns intended; for surely if it be true tliat 
IS divulged and reported abroad, where it w^as supposed that 
his holiness, for his great virtue, wisdom, experience, perfect 
S5eal unto Christ's religion, and other liis qualities, was like 
hy his high pohcy to have done as great good and furtherance 
to the weal, quiet, and exaltation of Christendom, and to the 
honour and dignity of the see apostolic, or more than any 
his predecessors have done of a great season. This manner 
of proceeding is evidently apparent to be the high and plain 
way to lead straight unto continual and incessant w^r, to the 
hindrance, damage, and diminution of the Christian religion, 
and to the great impmring of the dignity of his holiness, and 
the said see apostolic ; which eminent dangers being so noto- 
rious as they be, I cannot, nor may, with my duty towards 
his holiness, forbear to signify and cause to be declared unto 
the same, with due humility, obedience, and reverence, as one 
of the unworthy members of that church whereof his holiness 
is tlie head, praying you therefore that, taking a cunvenient 
time for this purpose, and making unto his holiness my most 
lowly recommendations, ye shall begin first with the rumour 
and fame divulged here, as is aforesaid; proceeding also to 
the firm opinion conceived in him by the king's highness and 
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me, with other the prBmisesj making also, in my name, pro- 
testation, that I specially and entirely for the fervent zeal 
that I have to wards the honour, weal, and surety, of his 
holiness, and of the quiet and repose of Christendom, am 
desirous to notify unto the same my poor advice and opinion 
in this weighty matter. Enter the overture thereof in bs good, 
pleasant, and loving manner, as ye can devise. Saying, 
furthermore, that since the time that the king's highness re- 
ceived his crown and dignity royal, the very intent and 
purpose of bis grax^« hath always been affixed to do his best 
endeavour to help, further, aiid conduce universal peace in 
Cbi'istendom, and to repress or bring unto good reformation 
those that be disturbers of the same. To the intent, that 
such peace once had, his highness, whom it pleased Almighty 
God to constitute in the rule of his people in his flourishing 
and growing yeai^s, might in his life (God so willing,) see the 
time to do some notable service unto Christ's religion against 
the infidels, for a general expedition by aU princes to be made 
against the same. 

And npon this virtuous purpose his grace hath princi- 
pally grounded the cause and occasion of his wars against 
those that daily do impeach the quiet of Christian princes, 
showing himself always inclinable to that thing which might 
conduce unto good, sure, and general peace; and what rejoice 
Ids highness took, what perfect trust, and confidence, and ex- 
pectation his grace also had to hear and understand, that the 
pope's holiness after his assumption to the papal dignity was, 
and showed himself most entirely minded to this purpose, no 
man can be better witness than I, who always ceased not to 
imprint in the mind of his highness that this was the prin- 
ciple and in manner the only intent and meaning of the pope'js 
holiness, whom God had ordained to have correspondence of 
convenient youth, entire zeal, and singular affection here* 
unto. 

Secondly, when any notable thing hath insurged, which 
might be to the impeachment of this so virtuous a purpose, as 
hath been damnable heresies suscitate and brought up by the 
friar, Martin Luther, how his highness, minthng to the utter- 
most of his power and conning to repress, both by his sword 
and also his pen, aO things sounding to the division of the 
holy churehj needeth not to be rehearsed. 
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Thirdly, his grace hath not a little taken to heart and mind 
the great enterpn:ies now lately, these intestine %vars in Chris- 
tendom enduring, attempted by tlie Turk, ai3 well against 
Belgrade, and other parts of Hungary, as against the city 
and isle of Rhodes; wherein what jacture, loss, detriment, 
and peril, ensueth, and is apparent to the rest, is facile, 
and easy to he considered, being one of the things most highly 
hath moved his grace partly to withdraw the uttermost rigor 
of his wars, and ratber with liis own extreme detriment, loss, 
and prrjudice, to condescend unto some way conducing towards 
}jeaee, whereby the Christian princes unity the malice of tbe 
inftdels might the better be resisted, than leaning unto hk 
own particular titles, quarrels, and pretences, to enforce the 
extremity of his wars to the continuance of discord in Chris- 
tendom, and to the advantage of the enemies of Chi'ist's reli- 
gion. And in what danger not only the realm of Hungary, 
but also the realm of Naples, with the rest of Italy, and con- 
seqiiently his holiuescf, the city of liorae, and generally the 
state of idl Christendom, standeth in, if the Turk in this Im 
pride finding such opportunity, shall attempt to invade the 
same, there is no wise man but he can well consider. 

Besides this, it in notorious, and sorrowful to be remem- 
bered, how largely the said Lutheran heads do spread tlu^ough 
all Germany, the pestiferous sect whereof is not so kept out of 
France, Spain, Flanders, Denmark, Scotland and, perchance^ 
many parts of England and other regions, but it hath partly 
penetrated the same, the remedy whereof is ouly the expecta- 
tion that the good people, being members of Christ's church, 
have had to hear and understand, that the head thereof in 
this his beginning tetided all such things as might sound to 
the reformation of enormities, the observance of due order, 
and the foUowing of Christ's laws. And if it shall chance, as 
God forbid, that they might perceive themselves frustrate of 
this opinion^ it is hai"d to know how much the malice of the 
ghostly enemy might work or have power in them. 

These things well pondered and remembered, it is hard for 
the king's highness and me to think or believe that the pope's 
holiness whom God hath endowed with so great virtue, wis- 
dom, and other notable qualities, doth, or will, for any earthly 
cause, cease or pretermit to have piincipal or vigilant respect 
hereunto, before tlie fear or dread of any prince, whatsoever he 
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were, and before any desire of exaltation of Iiis Louse, country^ 
family, or kiiifolks, but rather to expend liis substance, goods, 
autbority, person, and life, to the maintenance of Christ*s re- 
ligion, than for any particular cause to put the same in bazai*d 
and danger. 

But if his holiness, who liitlierto hath showed himself so stu- 
dious of universal peace, and to advance the said expedition 
against the infidels, should now (as God forbid) be moved or 
induced to lean unto any such thing as might sound to the 
furtherance and advancement of the prince's cause^ which is 
the only disturber of the tranquillity of Christendom, these 
things following be undoubtedly evident, and likely to ensue. 

First, where there was good hope and appearance of peace 
to have been composed by mediation of his holiness in brief 
time, the same may well be assured that the realm of Naples 
and duchy of Milan botli taken from the emperor, he shall 
never nor wdll condescend unto peace, truce, or appointment, 
they being out of his hands, for recovery of wliir.h Naples, in 
that case, the king's IJghness were bounden to give the empe- 
ror assistance, inasmuch as it was in his possession at the time 
of making the treaty; which were a means that ttie wars 
should be more hot and cruel than ever before, without any 
hope or appearance that they should have any brief end, but 
long to continue. Of the which war, the pope's holiness, 
favouring the French king, or not earnestly resisting him in 
the said enterprise of Naples, might and should be accounted 
to be the principal author and occasion, to the high displea- 
sure of God, the great inquietation of Christendom, his own 
dishonour, and the occasion of infinite hurts, damages, and in- 
conveniences in our time, and after our day, to ensue. 

Secondly, the French king having the duchy of Milan and 
the realm of Kaples both in his hands, and being a prince of 
such ambition and cupidity of dominion as lie is, it is not to 
be doubted that he would study and compass the ways how he 
might by little and little ahect and draw unto Lis subjection 
as many other countries of Italy as he could, acquiring the 
residue, by dread or otherwise, unto his will and devotion. 
Whereby, consequently, he might attain ways and means to 
attempt the empire of Rome; which had or not had, the pope's 
holiness might be sure that the same, constitute inter Sct/llam 
et Charyhdm^ should be fain to condescend unto all the will 
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and pleftsure of tbe said French kiug; who, notwithstaiitling 
any good countetiaiiLe tlmt be doth now make, would not then 
fail to use and dispose of the pop^ as of his chaplain; whereby 
the houour, dignity, and preemineoce of the see apostoUc 
should, from the high state of the same, he brought into base 
and exile reputation, and what dishonour for ever gbould be 
spoken and wTitten of a pope, which in his time and default 
had not only sutFeredj but in manner given the occasion here- 
of, I doubt not but his holiness can well consider. 

Thirdly, if perchance^ as some men say, the pope were 
minded to erect a kingdom in Etruria, which being feudatory 
to the see apostolic, might be thought to be a defence unto the 
same, his holiness may well be assui-ed, that though, perchance, 
for this time the gi^eatest inconvenience that might ensue 
thereof, should not appear, yet, nevertbeless, it were the next 
and most plain way after his days, if it be not done in his 
time, to bring the said »ec apostolic into extreme danger; for 
how other princes^ being vassals of the church, do use them- 
selves towards the same, ia daily in experience; and whether 
the church be strengthened or defended, or weakened or 
anD03'Gd by them, is well known. And if the pope^s holiness 
for any j>articular affection to hiii own family, should, for ex- 
altation thereof, impair Jind extremely endamage the see apo- 
stolic to the high prejudice of all his successors, and of the dig- 
nity of Christ's church, how iar Buch an act were discrepant 
from the expectation and good opinion winch all folks have had 
that his holiness in his time should not only preserve, but 
greatly amplify the same to him and his successors, may be 
well considered. 

Over this, there is great respect and consideration to be 
had unto the frail state wherein a great part of those \vliich 
should be members of the church of Kome now stand in ; for it 
is not unknown that the Lutheran heresies have, as is aforesaid^ 
infected all Germany, a great part whereof is in the emperor 
and Ids brother's dominions; who linding extreme ingratitude 
in the pope's holiness, a great occasion may be given to their 
subjects the rather to fall unto such ways as may tend to the 
pope's displeasure, whereby the ivhole couutry, now proud 
and ready to hearken unto the said heresies, may happen to 
withdraw themselves from the obedience to the church of 
Home. And w'hat Spain shall do is hard to know; nor also 
whether France shall be as ready thereunto as any other, 
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thouji^h the pope's holiness do never so niiich for it. And, to 
B2LJ the truth, I see such inclination in many oi' the clergy 
and people of this realm, tliat I fear an evil example given h}- 
other might soon do mucb hurt in the same. Wfiieh things 
well con5idei*ecl, it were rather convenient that tiie pope's holi- 
ness should now study ways and mean.s, hj h\s direct and in- 
different proceeding with the princes, to confirm and amend 
the reputation of the dignity papal, than by losing and 
amitting the benevolence of the emperor, being the greatest 
prince in Christendom^ and having moi^t countries and pos- 
Bessions in his hands, to give occasion wlierehy the obedience 
to the church of Rome should be notably diminished. And 
this matter, among other, is not the least to be regarded and 
looked untOj for surely the dangers thereof be moi-e eminent 
than I now do write, like as 1 am sure the pope's holiness doth 
perfectly perceive and know. Which thing was in good train 
of reformation aud remedy, by such prudent and virtiioua 
ways as the pope's holiness hath taken, as well in sending my 
lord Ciirdinal Campeggio into G-ermany as otherwise; who, 
by his great dexterity^ Ijatli there so much profited in tlie 
charge to Mm committed, that there was apparent and good 
hope, by little and little to extinct the said infection. Whereas, 
if this new manner of proceeding should be used, not only the 
said lord cardinal standeth in extreme danger to be destro}'ed 
in Germany, but also there is great appearance that the 
dignity papal, by declining of Germany and other eountrieii 
from the obedience thereof, shall suffer and take the greatest 
detriment and hindrance that ever came thereunto. 

Besides this, it is notorious with what cmel mind and in- 
tent the Turk infesteth Christendom, studying nothing sa 
much as how to extinguish Christ^s faitli; for which pyrpose 
he hath first won and acquired the two propu^natious and 
most defensible and strong places of the same, converting all 
his doing to find the means and ways, by sundry regions and 
places, to enter Cbristendom at one time. Who, being a 
priace of so great a power as he is, thinketh himself puissant 
enough to subdue all the whole princes and realms of Chris- 
tendom, though they were never so well united. And what 
opportunity shall be given unto him finding the same in total 
divisioo, is easy to be known; for first, in Hungary atiall he 
found small resistance in comparison of his power, the princes 
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1D06I vidnoot of the same being the eniperor^s sul^eels and 
aDieai and occupied in the defence of his cause; Naples and 
Sidlj being conntries of no great strength, and occupied with 
wsra intestine, shall not be able to make against him anj re- 
mtance; the city of Rome, and the rest of Italf, Naples lost 
and the Turk's power entered, be of small power to do tliem- 
gelves or any other good or furtheTance. Hungary lacking 
assistance, what way Grermany shall be inclined unto, who 
now 80 much favours the Lutheran sect, is deeply to be pon- 
dered. And th*?n, whether the French king, having war and 
hostility with England and divers other countries, shall be 
able, with his alliance made in Italy, to put remedy unto these 
inconveniences, the pope's holiness, by his great wisdom, can 
soon judge and di&cern. Therefore if his holiness, like a 
gracious father, head and governor of Christ's church, do 
mind the surety, weal, and preservation of the saiue, and will, 
in thase tempestuous and troublesome storms^ be the very medi^ 
cin*3 and leech to the dLseases and infirmities presently reign- 
ing in Christendom, it is no time now to look unto particu- 
larities and private affections; but, substantially regarding 
the supreme dignity that God hath called him unto, and find- 
ing affairs in the state that they now be, to intend, with all 
effect, onto such w^ays and means as shall tend to the in- 
crease of Christ's religion, rather than to give cause or occa- 
sion to the manifest impairing of the same. And herein, to 
gay the very truth, and acquit myself with my duty and most 
tender zeal towards his holiness, I cannot see how it may 
fitand with the law and pleasure of Almighty God that the 
heads of the church should involve and initiate themselves 
and their state by their conjunction unto temporal princes in 
the wars; but tliat, as I verily suppose, since these leagues 
offensive or defensive, or both, have been used to be made in 
the name of any pope, God hath stricken and sent afiliction 
unto the whole church and generality of Christendom for the 
same. And these contracts and conventions used for the en- 
hancing of particular families and countries, have not hitherto 
proved either to endure or to do good and furtherance to the 
papal dignity; but all that one pope hath gone about in such 
affairs, with much travail, labour, cost, and difficulty, hath, 
either in his own time, or soon after, been disappointed; and 
ilways with the detriment and damage of the see apostolic, and 
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wMeh Bath been of the chief causes to provoke such damnahle 
sects against the pope's authority as hath of iate days been 
raised in sundry parts of Christendom. And though I sup- 
pose and think verily, that the pretiiisea he right well con- 
sidered and pondered by the pope's holiness, and that the 
samej any bruit raised to the cojitrary, is of so high wisdom 
and virtue that he would never condescend to such things in 
the favour of the French king as is reported; yet neverthe- 
less being matters of so great importaneej I thought con- 
venient, in accomplishing of my duty as a most humble 
creature of his holiness, to declare unto the same the danger 
and peril which I see and perceive in these affairs; whereunto 
I doubt not but his holiness can and will adhibit and put 
better remedy than here can be studied or devised. Never- 
theless, to declare the king's and mine opinion herein, I ad- 
vertise you, that there be three ivays by the which it is 
thouglit here that a convenient remedy may be found for dis- 
appointing the French king's purpose, the enterprise of Naples, 
and consequently to eschew the said great dangers and incon- 
veniences apparent to ensue of the same; which three things 
ye shall declare and show unto the pope's hoiines?, on the 
king's and my behalf, as by way of friendly counsel given to 
the same, in case affiiirs stand in such case as the king's grace 
is advertised. 

The first and principal is, that the said viceroy persist firmly 
in this his intention now wdth diligence to enforce himself to 
present give and strike battle with the French king before 
he may enforce his power; for the king^s highness, by espial 
and otherwise^ is advertised that the French king hath sent 
for Monsieur de Lautrec, and all the captains and men of war, 
from his frontiers, as well on the side of Spain as in Pieardy, 
Burgundy, and elsewhere, to repair unto him> being in likeli- 
hood in fear and dread of such battle. And therefore now 
is the time for the viceroy to accelerate the same, before the 
IVench king can be able so to reinforce himself, and thereby 
to put pertect surety, God willing, both unto the duchy of 
Milan and to the realm of Naples ; for such battle, stricken 
with advantage, as it now may be, neither the duke of Albany 
can prosper in Naples, but shall with his army come to ex- 
treme ruin ; nor also the French king can be of power to do 
anything in the duchy of Milan, but at the least shall be co m- 
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pelled to abandon the same; whereby be shall be afterwards 
ciOnMrained to come unto reason. And albeit this matter 
toucli not the king's highness, nor any capitulations be passed 
between the emperor and his grace for the same, yet never- 
theless for the tender love that his grace beai'cth unto the 
emperor, in case the said yiceroy will really and actually 
fitrike the said battle with the French king, his gi'aee will, the 
game done and performed, give unto him and tliat army a 
reward of 60fiOO crowns. And in this case of battle stricken, 
the king's grace is contented that ye not only coda ert the 
residue of the 50,000 crowns yet remaining in sir John Rus- 
sell's handsj and not made hither by exchange, unto this use, 
for the reward and toward the entertainment before specified, 
after the battle stricken^ and not before; but also that, as well 
widi that which ye have taken, and the residue delivered to 
my loi^ of St. John's folk and other, as otherwise ye by your 
wisdom and jKdicy find the means without any great loss or 
interest to supply and make up the re&sidue of the said 50,000 
crowns, llowbeit, if lor lack of good rtfsistance to be made 
in Naples, or Ibr fear of afFection of the people to the French 
party, or other cause, to the king's highness unknown, tlus 
thing, so much profitable to the surety of Italy, cannot b© 
performed and achieved; but that the said viceroy will and 
ehall thiuk good in anywise to follow the Frcjach king's army 
marching towards Naples, then the king's highness thinketh 
goo<l that they in no wise leave Lodi, Cremona, and other 
fortified places unfurnished, but surely to provide for defence 
of the same. And then the pope's holiness who, npon the 
sudden descent of the French king into Italy, and the lack of 
sufficient furniture of the emperor's folk, was peradventure 
the rather induced and inclinable, for his own surety, and 
fear of the French power, to fall into some practice with the 
French king, may nevertheless upon these your instructions, 
exhort the Venetians to advance and set forth their army 
with all diligence in assistance of the emperors folk; and his 
holiness, either openly, or at the least secretly, may give 
effectual aid unto the same, by such good ways and devices as 
to hiB holiness shall be thought expedient; and among other, 
c^nmventibits ocuUs, to suSer or cause the peasimts and vil- 
leins of the territory of Bologna, being, as it is said, churhsh 
people, as well by fortifying and defence of the passages. 
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wlttich be very narrow and diingerous for the marching of an 
army, as by withholding victuals from them, so to impede 
the Frenchmen there that they shall not he ahle to pass that 
country. Who, either overthrown, or hy thtse means re- 
pelied and put back, the French king shall be so discouraged, 
and Ids power so enfeebled, that there shall need no ft^ar to 
be had of any leata hy him to be done in Italy at this time^ 
And this device^ the Frenchmen passing towards Naples, and 
being but a small number to speak of, shall be the thing, if 
the former way be not feasible, that may put surety to the 
realm of Naples; and consequently the French king's powder 
and estimation so much diminished, to give the emperor's 
folk a marvellous advantage for the utter defeating of the 
French king, and the driving of him out of Lombardy ; for 
there is neither of these two ways but, if they may be duly 
followed, the Frenchmen be like, God willing, to be repressed, 
and either totally subdued there, or at leaat compelled by force 
to abandon Italy. Which shall be the next and most sure 
means for conducing of peace, without such obstinate refusal 
and liigh demands as hitherto hath been showed and required 
on the French part. 

The third way devised and thought good here, if neither 
of these ways can be brought about, or, the same attempted, 
:*haO not fortune to take good effect is, that whereas there was 
lately overture made unto the viceroy of Naples, on the pope's 
behalf^ that he, and other the emperor's folk there, should 
condescend to put as much part of the duchy of Milan as yet 
is ill their possession into the pope's hands, per modum 
depositiy for a certain time, within the w^hich coramunicatioff 
and treaty may be had for an agreed peace, showing thai 
the French king wa3 contented to do the like for such towns 
and places within the said duchy as remained in his hands, 
and thereupon to conclude a truce to depart out of Italy w^ith 
his army, the pope's holiness should now soon set ibrth that 
overture with all effect; which being admitted and accepted, 
the realm of Naples shall be out of the Frenchmen for this 
time, and the duchy of Milan, nevertheless, is not omitted nor 
lost from the emperor, but may perchance either be restored 
unto him, or ordered unto his contentment; and the French 
king, not being sure of his successes either in Naples or in 
the said duchy, condescending hereunto, may save himself 
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aad his people, return home with his honouTf come unto truce 
Tvith the emperor and the king; whereof, God willing, may 
ensue a good peace, and ye be in good appearance to have 
honoorable appointment concerning the dnchj of Milan to 
his content ation hereatter, so a.n the emperor's iblk, in avoid- 
ing tlie danger that may ensue to lose both Milan and Naples, 
if tiiey take wise ways^ ought to condescend hereunto, whereby 
they may be sure to save the one and not lose the other. And 
the French king, being not yet sure to acquire either of them, 
and standing not out of danger of his enemies, never like to 
enjoy both coiintTies in quiet if he had recovered them, and 
having \m person, honour, army, and reputation at hazard, 
shall put the some in surety, return with as great honour for 
the time as can he devised, and yet be in good appearaoee of tlie 
duchy of Milan, or of the disposition thereof to his conteotment, 
as is aforesaid, besides the emolument that may grow unto him 
by the means hereof to come, God wdlh ng, to a good peace. And 
to the intent it may evidently appear that there shall lack 
nothing on the king's behalf which conveniently moj he done 
to the furtherance of these matters, his grace hath not only 
willed his principal secretary, Mr, Ric. Pace, to repair unto 
the Venetians at this time, to solicit the speedy setting for- 
wards of their array, as is aforesaid, but also sir Gregory 
Cassillis unto the viceroy of Naples, to exhort him unto the 
premises, as by the copy of their instructions being herewith 
ye shall perceive; willing and commanding also, that sir John 
Russell, for the better advancement of the common affairs, 
and adveitisement to be given of the successes from time to 
time, shall pass unto the duke of Bourbon, and reside about 
him for a season; who also, if the cai^e shall so require, and 
the king's grace is contented, shall repair hither, to the intent, 
ibr lacking w^aya of truce, some annoyance may be done on this 
side by his means, as shall be thought most convenient. 
Ascertaining you that Mr. Secretaiy is commanded among 
other things to say unto the Venetians, that if the breaking 
their pacts, bands, and conventions with the emperor, should 
give unto the French king commodity to attain the realm 
of Naples, the king*s highness cannot repute them as the 
emperor^s friends, but rather his enemies, and will not fail so 
to accept them also unto his grace. And further he shall 
^ecretl}"^ say unto the duke and council of Venice, that it is 
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not known nnto the king's highnesiJ how inhumanly the 
Spaniards have ordered themselves in Italj, giving thereby 
cause and occasion to such as favour the emperor's party to 
dechne from the simie; and rather to desire to stiifer the 
FrencEi pmty there, not being so cruel as the Spaniards. But 
he shall say that the matters well proceeding at this time, 
the king's highness trusteth to do so much with the emperor 
that he shall have the investiture of the duchy of Slilan 
clearly unto the duke of the same, whereby Italy roay be 
delivered both from the Frenchmen, and also the Spaniards, 
Which thing, if ye also say unto the pope's holiness, it shall 
peradventure the more animate and encourage him to put his 
hand to the expulsion of the Frenchmen, trusting thereby to 
deliver Italy both of them and also of the Spaniards, as is afore- 
said. Wherefore, seeing the matters brought to sijch extreme 
hazard as is here reported, if the pope's holiness love God 
himself, and the weal of Christendom, now is the time, since 
the three things be so feasible, to show the same, which if his 
holiness neglect, unless there be other good remedy, or the 
matters in other train than is here known, if the inconve- 
niences before specified shall fortune to ensue thereof, the 
king's highness, I, and other which thus would give unto the 
pope's holiness wholesome admonition and esihortation, be 
discharged before God and the world, and the dishonour, 
blame, and reproach shall be imputed unto those who have 
deserved the same. In declaration of the premises unto 
the pope's hohness, ye must use great circumspection ; for if 
ye shall perceive that his holiness doth no great tiling in 
favour of the French party, but rather for fear than other- 
wise, and that ye see no contrary appearance, but that upon 
good grounds his holiness may be induced to experiment the 
said devices, then shall it be good to open the same unto him; 
but if ye do know his holiness totally affectionate unto the 
French party, then shall it be dangerous to open unto him 
the secrets of the king's mind and opiiaion, lest he should dis- 
cover the same unto the Frenchmen; but declaring unto his 
holiness the said dangers eminent to the see apostolic, and all 
proper done, to keep yourself within good limits in opening 
such part of the rest as ye shall think eacpedient. 

And albeit, that by letters sent from the emperor to hi& 
ambassador here resident, whereof ye shall herewith receive 
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the. cop]r, it is written that he hath sent into Italy the sum of 
200,000 ducats; yet, nevertheless?, inasmuch as it is not cer- 
tain whc tber that money be arrived, or shall come in time or 
not, the king's highness h content that ye, seeing aud per- 
ceiving the matters there to be in such train and disposition, 
that not only the lack of a small sum of money might be the 
eaxtae or occasion of the ruin of the whole^ ye shfill in that 
Cttie rathtir than all good opportunity should be omitted, 
advance ynto the said emperor s army, before battle stricken, 
as much part of the said 50,000 crowns as npon your last 
exchange made remained behind, wherein the king's highness 
and I trust your accustomed wisdom and discretion not to be 
over hasty thexein, unless ye mny see that the lack thereof 
may he to the extreme peril, and the having thereof a perfect 
and high advantage unto the surety of the present atfairs in 
time of extreme necessity. 

Ye shall furthermore perceive, by copy of the emperor's 
gaid letters, how firmly his majesty is determined to the 
defence of his causes in Italy, which thing is by the pope's 
holiness well to be considered, that no despair be taken for 
his usage to the French king, \\^ho hitherto as far as is known 
here, hath gained neither strong places, nor also any honour 
by this enterprise, and the emperor, either by himself or hj 
his friends, shall not be unpurveyed to defend and maintain 
his right, honour, and reputation, whatsoever success, good or 
had, the French king shall have at this time, which thing in 
good manner ye may extend unto his holiness, as ye shtdl see 
the time and opportunity t<i require. 

Finally, I send unto you herewith a copy of such overtures 
as by the archbishop of Capua, at his coming from the French 
king to the emperor, were proposed, and of the aiujwer made 
unto the same, which both of the one party and the other be 
so slender, and of so small effect, that httle regard is to be 
had thereunto; and among other things ye may well assure 
his holiness, that whatsoever sinister report may be spread by 
the Frenchmen or other, of any practice made on this side 
with France, by reason of the being here of my lady the 
FrencJi kiiig^s mother's servant, or by any other person that 
may be sent hither on the Freuch kinnfs behalf, his holiness 
shall perfectly trust that nothing is meant, or shall be passed 
<a: concluded here, directly or indirectly, but by the emperor^a 
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consent, and as the pope*s holiness shal be made privy; but 
that if any reasonable offers shall fortune to be made for the 
king's behalf, the same shall be intim^ited both to the emperor 
for his consent and to the pope's holiness for knowledge^ 
before anything shall be concluded; and his holiness, as I 
have always writleD, to have the honour and final doing 
thereof, as the very author of the same. 



Letter XIX, 

WOLSEY TO THE KrSO's AMBASSADORS AT THE IMPEEIAL 
COUUT. 

Hy lord of London and Mr. Winglield, I commend me 
unto you in my right hearty manner. Since my last letters 
written unto you, I have received letters from the bi.sbop of 
Batli, the copy whereof I send you herewith, perceiving, as 
weU by tenonr thereof as by relation of the pope's nuncio here 
resident, that his hohness is now minded to enter a league^ 
offensive and defensive, with the king's highness and the 
emperor, as they shall reasonably devise. There is also in 
the said letters mention made of certain motions, devised by 
the Venetians and Florentines, fur a league defensive to be 
made between the pope and states of Italy^ which, for the 
considerations specified in the same letters, the pope^s holi- 
ness, as he affirmeth, doth refuse. It appeai-eth furthermore, 
of what towardness tiie pope was in at the last to have the 
realm of France diminished of certain great portions, and the 
French king's eldest son to be admitted unto the crown 
thereof, with other matters right necessary for you to know 
before your coming to the emperor; for which (;ause I thought 
convenient to send you the said copy, as well to the intent 
you should know the pope^s mind and inclination herein, as 
also foF that ye may, as ye see cause, give more ample know- 
ledge to the emperor, ^vhat is spoken of, and may be done and 
devised in case Ida majesty should take any other way at this 
time than were consonant unto the mutual kindness and in- 
telligence between the king's grace and him, which is a 
thing right meet to be notified unto him, to the intent he may 
know the king's highness doth not lack ways and overtures 
enough made unto his grace, which might be to the particular 
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profit of Jiis liighness, if the same wouM, id any part, decline 
from the empertir ; and shall the rather induce and move l^^ 
majesty to concur and join in one proceeding and perfect con- 
formity with the king's highness at this present time. 

Ye may perceive also what was reported to the pope*s hoU- 
neas, touching the intent of my lady the French king's mother 
to repair unto the emperor, which thing I can right well 
believe, ascertaining you that in case the emperor do admit 
her unto his pre^^ence, and that she come with power of the 
estates of Frimce to treat, commune, and cont'lude, it is bard to 
think that the emperor shall condescend to tlie personal inva- 
eion, or do any great feat of war, till he shall see what fruit 
shall ensue of the saitl treaty. 

And surely the uncertainty of that matter cousidered, and 
that though also the shires of thia realm show thenaselves 
tttherto as conformable as can be devised to make the contri- 
bution unto the king*s grace, yet nevertheless it is not 
certain in bow speedy and good manner the sanae may be 
levied » Remembering furthermore, that passing into Nor- 
mandy the king's highness cannot furnish himself of no less 
yicluals than for eight days, which will be very difficult to 
do, and that victual spent or not spent, it is doubtful how the 
passage may be had by, which failing, the king's grace should 
have on his back Montreuil, Hesdin,Terouenne, and Boulogne; 
I have for these causes, by great persuasionSj induced the king*s 
highn^s to be contented that my lord of Norfolk, witb his 
vanguard, and those appointed in the rearward, ivhicb in the 
whole will amount unto the number of 20,000 men and more, 
besides the aid of Flanders^ shall somewhat in the more dili- 
gence pass before, and that his grace shall remain here till 
guch time as more certainty may be bad, as well of tlie 
emperor s mind and intent how the money may be levied, 

and also what succeed of taking of the said pa^ssagc of ^ 

and thereupon his highness to proceed, after his best commo- 
dity and pleasure* 

Besides this, I have showed unto the emperor's ambassa- 
dors here resident, like as also ye may notify unto the emperor, 
what divers ways be studied and devised in Italy and other 
parts to divert the king^s good mind and concurrence from 
the emperor, with the fear conceived by them, that chiefly 
and principally by means of the first intelligence between the 
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king'iS grace and him, liis majesty having my lady princess in 
maiTiage is like to aspire unto the mcinarehy of Christendom; 
and among other things, I have declared unto them an offer 
made unto the king's highness of 50,000 dueat§, to be given 
unto his grace by the potentates of Italy towards the main- 
tenance of his wars against France, with their concurrence 
that tlie French king's eldest son may have the crown thereof, 
the king's highness having right hu*ge portions of his pa- 
trimonies there, so that the king would give unto the same 
son my lady princess in marriage, and consequently satisfy 
their doubt and fear of the said monarchy; so as there lack 
no ways, if the king*s grace would hearken thereunto, how 
his highness, regarding only his own commodity, might right 
well do liis feat without the emperor; all which things his 
grace hath utterly refused. 

The Scots, also, have now offered that, having my lady 
princess given in marriage unto the young king, they will de- 
liver him into the king's hands, with eertain towns and places 
on the borders, and utterly abandon France for ever : which 
thing, also, the king*s highness has expressly refused, saying 
that his grace will never violate or break his promise made 
unto the emperor, but that his majesty shall liave her in 
marriage. In such wise as the Scottish ambassadors be 
departed without any conclusion of peace, truce, or appoint- 
ment. Wherefore, all the premises considered, the king's 
highness specially trusteth that the emperorj showing mutual 
correspondence of kindness, will id all offers or motions stay 
hiraselfj not doing or passing any thing without the king's 
consent, like as his grace, for the emperor's sake, refuseth all 
the commodities offered for his part. 

All which premises shall be good grounds whereupon ye 
may the more bine! upon the emperor to perform such things 
as on the king's part be desired, not doubting but by your 
great wisdom and discretion ye will order the same accord- 

inglj' 

Ye slmll understand the king's highness and I be advertised 
that don Diego de Mon^ada is sent by the viceroy unto the 
emperor, and in his company, at the French king's request, be 
also passed Byron and Montmorenci, who, of likelihood, be 
sent to make a mean and way for the repair thither of mj 
lady the French king's mother. 
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I also &eiid tinto 3^u herewith a copy of a writing delivered 
onto me by the pope's orators, and sent to them by the arch- 
bishop of Capua, ill confirmation of such things as be men- 
tioned in my loi"d of Batli's letters, and bow that John 
Matthias no more meddleth with the affairs of the state, hot 
that the same be now committed wholly to the said Capuan, 
so that now Johp Matthias only meddleth with the dating of 
bulls; which, if he had so done before, had been to the pope*s 
great honour and reputation. At my place beside Westmin- 
fiteFj the 7th day of April, 1525, Your loving friend, 

C. Gaud' '*, Ebor. 
To my loving brotlier in Christ the 

bishop of London, and my loving 

friend sir Riehard Wingiield, 

knight J the king's ambassadors to 

the emperor. 

Letter XX, 

WOLSEY TO MS. SAMPSON. 

Mr, Sampson, T commend me unto you in my right hearT 
manner. By the hands of Monsieur de Eieux, who as I 
undei'stand lay a long season in the west countries upon his 
passage, for default of a convenient wind, I wrote unto you 
laj last letters,* wherein I advertised you such overtures 
as were made here by the said De Rieux on the duke of 
Bourbon's behalf, and of the answer given unto him upon the 
same, with such other matter as was then oceurrent; declar* 
ing, among other things, the king's firm deliberatioo nothing 
to pretermit on this part which might confer unto the ad- 
vancement of the common affairs, with the great desire of his 
highness and of me to know and understand the emperor's 
mind, what his majesty intendeth or thinketh good to he done 
or set forth against the common enemy this year, in case some 
honourable appointment do not succeed to their reasonable 
satisfaction and contentment. In all ivhieh matters, and 
other then wiutten unto you, the king's liighness and I attend 
with great desire to have answer, considering that the spring 
of the year^ convenable for preparationSj passeth fast on, and 
that so great matters as these be should be foreseen and pro- 

* TUe intention of Henry lo prosecute llie war Ti^rouslr. 
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vided in time, lu the mean season, the king^s highness 
putteth as good order as may be to the fonvardness of his pre- 
parations at home, and doth not cease, bj all ways and means 
that can be studied or devised, as the emperor's affaii's do 
sueeeed in Italy, to further, hel]>, and advance the same; and 
much the rather, bet^ause his highnesSj supposing before that 
the emperor had given assured order unto the matters of the 
duehy of Milan, was nevertheless, long since the despatch of 
my last letters to you, advertised out of Italy that no letters, 
word, or knowledge, was then arrived there from the emperor, 
since the descent of the French king into that ducliyj which 
thing the king's grace and I tliought verily to proceed either 
of contrariety of wind or by i^ason of the emperor's late sick- 
ness of a fever, or of some other adverse chance or nusfortune; 
and his highness, minding, like a most loving and tender 
father and perfect friend, to supply the default with as mucii 
lielp as then could be done on this side, being advertised that 
the French king made sundry demonstrations and visages to 
send the duke of Albany with a power into the realm of 
Naples, and tliat the pope^s holiness began to run in sus- 
picion that lie inclined overmuch to the French party, doubt- 
ing, alsOj least the Venetians and others might do the Like, 
after divers letters at sundry timeSj written both to the 
pope's said holinesSj the infant don Ferdinando, the viceroy of 
K a pies, the duke of Bourbon, and other, comforting and 
exhorting them to ali such things as might sound to the 
benefit of the emperor's causes and the surety both of Naples 
and Milan, not only despatched his trusty servant, sir Gregory 
de CassiUis, to pass in diligence unto the said Infant, dnke of 
Bourbou and viceroy of Naples, but also sent his trusty coun- 
sellor, Mr. Hichard Face, then lying at Trent^ unto the 
signory of \^enice; wrote furthermore unto the bishop of 
Bath, the king's orator in the court of Rome, and appointed 
sir John Russell to repair and reside with the duke of 
Bourbon, to such intent, effect, and purpose, as by the in- 
structions and letters, the copies whereof I send yon here- 
with, ye shall perceive at great length, beiog so devised, 
ordered, and couched in every point, that by the same ma}' 
evidently and largely appear how like an assured friend and 
most kind iatlier the kiug's lughness, as well in adversity as 
in prosperity, doth tender the honour, causes, and matters of 
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the said emperor; wherein, as may appear, hid grace prater* 
mitted nothing that might be thought to confer or conduce to 
the weal thereof, and to put reniedj to all inconvenience;?^ if 
any were, as bj the information and advertisement had out of 
Italy, there was asao redly before the despatch of the said six 
Gregory an appearance of some danger like to ensue to the 
emperorls said matters, if speedy remedy were not adhibited 
and provided; for by letters of the bishop of Bath, it appearel 
that the popes holiness, in his conferences with him^ showed 
himself in ranch more fear and donbt of the French king, 
alleging sundry reasons and introductions whereby might 
arise some scruple or suspicion tliat his holiness was not so 
atedfast in the emperor's cause as was supposed; and, be- 
sides, that it was reported that the duke of Albany was set 
forth towards Placenza, making a countenance to pass ijito 
Naples. Whereupon the king's highnes.^ doubting least some 
inconvenience might arise unto the emperor^s said matters for 
lack of knowledge had in Italy from his majesty, and being 
advertised that the Frenchmen, under colour of the being here 
of John Joachim, made their vaunt that they were well assured 
of the king's grace, made the said despatches not only thereby 
to stay the pope, Venetians, and other potentates of Italy 
from concluding of anytliing with the French king, or, at 
the leasti upon the great and weighty considerations men- 
tioned in the said exipies, to withdraw and allect them from 
doing anything passed or premised to the same French king, 
if any such were; hut also to show unto them and all other a 
manifest com probation of the king's firm and deliberate mind 
assuredly to lean with all eflfect unto the defence and main- 
tenance of the said emperor's affairs, and to remove all such 
opinion as upon report of the Frenchmen they might conceive 
to the contrary. 

Ye shall, either by translation of the said copies into 
French, or Latin, or otherwise, after the king's most cordial, 
and my due and humble recommendations made unto the said 
emperor; and after declaration made of the premises, show 
and notify at full length nnto his majesty and counsel, the 
very effect, order, form, and manner of the same; whicli^ if 
misinterpretations and sinister reports do not take more place 
than the truth, must needs of congruence be in the most 
thankful and agreeable part by them accepted, wherein thex^ 
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is one matter of great aed weighty importance, tliat of very 
necessity in avoiding sundry inconvenieiiees, whicli else 
might ensue to the hindrance of the rooted love and perfect 
intelligence being between the king and the emperor; I am 
of force, and in manner against my will, compelled to cause 
at this time plainly to be signified unto the said emperor; for 
if I should any longer hide the same from his majesty, I 
doubt that there might great hindrance and detriment grow 
thereby, unto his own cause and affairs, like as it is to be 
supposed, that by reason that the matter was not till now 
here perfectly and thoroughly comprehended and known, 
no little damage hath hitherto ensued to the common enter- 
prises. 

It hath been of a long season, and from sundry parts, re- 
ported unto the king's highness, and to me at divers times> 
that Monsieur de Praet, who I'esideth here ambassador for 
the emperor, hath continually been a man disposed and in- 
clined to make in his letters and writings both to the em- 
peror and the lady Margaret, seditious and sinister reports; 
saying many times, upon his own fantasy, suspicion, and con- 
jecture, things clearly untrue, and compassing at other times^ 
when things have been done, said, or set forth friendly, 
kindly, and lovingly, so to couch his reports and the circum- 
stances of the doings thereof, as though the gratuities showed 
by the king's highness have from time to time been conduced 
by the industry, pohcy, and labour of the said ambassadors; 
ascribing therefore the laud and thanks thereof unto himself, 
whereby he might acquire the more grace and favour of the 
said emperor and lady Margaret. To these things the king's 
highness and I were not over hasty to give soon credence; 
but, supposing the said ambassador to be a personage of more 
virtue and inclination to good than now he prove th to be, I 
would sometimes admonish him, in general words, of such ad- 
vertisement; exhorting and advising him to be well wary 
how he, being a minister between two princes so nearly con- 
joined in intdligence, should attempt or do any thing to the 
hindrance thereof; but rather, regarding the office of a good 
ambassador to do that in him is for the nourishing and in- 
crease of tlie same. Wherein he always made me such 
answer that I conceived no further suspicion or jealousy 
towards him in that behalf; being therefore the more frank 
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Amoog other, afler mj aeeaatimahle maafier, when I haid, 
the deventh da j of thia instant moofh, reotiwed letters from 
Mr. Pace, bearing date at Trent the twenty-oxtli and twenty- 
eighth dajs of January, the copies whereof I send you here 
inclosed, specifytiig anc^ news of Italy as then were oome to 
hh knowledge, and understanding bj the lel&don of Brian 
Tuke, that had sent UQto the said ambassador a packet of 
letters that had come from my lady Margaret, I sent a sex- 
vasit of mine to the said ambassador, desiring him to take the 
flains in the afternoon to repair unto me, as well to the 
intent I mi|^ht make him participant of such news as the 
king's highness and I had received, as also to understand 
whether he had any good news in con^rmation of the same. 
Unto whom, on his coming in the presence of the duke of 
Norfolk, and some others of the king's counsels, and also of 
the ambassador of Milan, who came with him, I read the said 
letters and news, declaring the same unto them formally in 
the Latiti tongue; where with^ for as much as there was mat- 
ter thereia of right good tenourand effect, wc all rejoiced and 
were glad. And, proceeding nnio the peculiarities, we de- 
vised and conjectured up^jn the making of the three bridges 

by the French king over the river of , wliich we 

inteqireted to be done rather for his better commodity to flee, 
aeeiiig his carriages that might full well have served to the 
forti lying of his camp were already transported, than othei'- 
v/im. We Bpake also of the doubts that might be, least the 
emperor's army, continuing long in the fidd, should lack 
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money, wberein the said ambassador mfeiTed, that those 
which had akea<ly helped the French king with money and 
victuals, naming the pope, the duke of Ferrara, the Floren- 
tines, and other, ought also of good congruence to help unto 
the continuance of the emperor's army, Hereixnto I an- 
sweredj that the coming of sir Gregory de Cassilliis should 
highly confer onto those aifairs; for as much as not only he 
should bring unto the army some comfort of money, and 
other good knowledge of the king's fast mindj which might 
the rather encourage them unto the battle; hut that also, by 
the sending of Mr. Pace to Venice, and of my letters to 
Home, I trusted the Venetians should be the more glad to 
continue fast unto the emperar, and that the pope's holiness, 
of likelihood, upon the great considerations of me alleged, 
would change his copy; saying, m truth was, that the said sir 
Gregory, who departed from hence upon the emperor's aifairs, 
as far as could be known here, the distances of the places 
considered, were ia most appearance of despair, should by his 
coming, God "willing, revive the same, having always special 
trust that the pope's holiness would change his copy as is 
aforesaid; which, the state of Christendom well considered, 
appertain unto his holiness to do, if he would be a good father 
and head of Christ's religion. And if, neglecting the same, 
his hohness would not do the office of a common father, but 
rather as a private person or a chaplain, as adhering unto 
France, the French king would not fail to make Iiim like as I 
also plainly wrote to be showed unto his holiness on my be* 
half by the bishop of Bath, as by the copies ye may perceive, 
then he must be taken according to his acts and merits* 
Finally, it was devised among us, and I showed my opinioa 
what were expedient to be done, in case the French king, 
as the chance of battle is uncertain, should either be over- 
thrown in the same, or be compelled to retire, and flee unto 
France. And in this matter I said expedient it w^ere that 
the emperor and the king's highness should take substantial 
ways and means for pursuing of the victory, wherein I doubted 
not but the king's highness, my master, w ouM do for his pwrt 
as much as should be requisite; saying, that I would, with 
all diligence, cause an expedition to be made into Spain for 
this purpose, and other matters, wherein it is necessary to 
know the emperor's mind with diligence. These and other 
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like devices, we had to tbis effect; and vnth the same the said 
aunbaasador, seeming to be jojou* and well contented, giving 
unto me thanks on the emperor's belmlf, depailed. 

Three days before that, as many times is here accustomed, 
it was appointed tltat, us that night following, which was the 
11th day at night, a privy watch should he made in London, 
and by a certain circuit and space about it: in the which watch 
was taken, passing between London and Brentford by certain of 
the watch appointed to that quarter, one riding towards the said 
Brentford, who, examined by the watch, answered so closely, 
that upon suspicion thereof they searched him, and found 
secretly hid Jibont him a little packet of letters, subscribed in 
French, which the said watch perceivingj brought the letters ' 
unto a man of law's clerk, being of the same company • who sup- 
posing the bearer of them to he either a spy or a messenger 
from some merchant, stranger, or other, intending to disclose 
things unto the emperor, and perceiving the said packet to be in 
the taking of it by the unlearned men of the ivatch broken 
and evil handled, looked in the letters. And thinking the same 
by reason of tlie ciphers more suspect, brought it iitito the 
king's solicitor, being in the same watch; who, not acquainted 
"with the name of the said de Fraet, brought the letters so 
opened unto sir Thomas More, being in another watcli near 
unto the same; and he presented them in the morning fol- 
lowing, unto me, being in the Chancery at Westminster; 
which, when I had read, knowing how far the effect of them 
was discrepant from the truth, anon I conceived the former 
advertisements made unto me touching the said imibassador's 
accustomed usage in making sinister reports to be true. 
And perceiving by the said letters, that albeit the usage is 
not here that strangers should pass through the realm with- 
out a passport, yet one of the folks was despatched by the 
said ambassador the day before with letters towards Spain, 
wherein it was like there might he as evil or worse report than 
in these, I with all diligence sent to countermand the said 
former letters, or any other despatched at that time by the 
said ambassador. And so was taken also a packet of bis let- 
ters directed to my lady Margaret. AYhich original letters, 
directed unto the emperor, with copies of those addre^^seti unto 
my lady Margaret, viewed and overlooked, and the untruth 
mentioned in them deprehended, I send unto your hands bere- 
ft ith, as well because the emperor may know such things as 
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bis folks on this side do advertise liis majesty of, which maj 
confer to the furtherance of his afiairs, as also, because the 
same may herehy the more asf5u redly and perfectly understand 
and perceive that the said de Praet hath of hkelihood con- 
trived no few matters untrue and feigned in his letters sent 
of a long season, as well into Spain as into Flanders?, whereof 
there is much appearance by reason of such proceeding, 
strange demeanour, and suspicion, as hath seemed to have 
heen had towards the king*3 grace, both on that side and in 
Flanders of a good season, so that it is evident to be conjec- 
tured that the said de Praet hath done more hurt, detriment, 
and damage, by his evil reports in the common aflairi^, than 
ever he can be able to redouble or amend; and surely has by 
the same deserved much more blame than I will rehearse. 
And what the king's grace and his counsel may think by the 
words contained in the said ambassadors letters directed to 
Mt^ John Allemain, finding exception in the king's aniitj and 
friendship, as though the same hath been either nothing or 
very faint and slender, I remit to the emperor and his council, 
after sight of the same letters, to judge and consider; think- 
ing very strange that the said ambassador would or durst so 
write unto Mr, John AUemain, being so well acquainted with 
the emperor's secrets as he is, unless he had before this time 
perceived like opinion to be imprinted in some of their minds 
on that side; which if it so be, there is as great injury done 
unto the king's iughne&s as ever was to noble and gracious 
prinee in this world; who, for the emperor's sake, and to do 
unto his majesty alt- honour, gratitude, and pleasure possible, 
hath done more than in time of man's memory can be found, 
that ever one prince bath done for another. The particula- 
rities whereof shall not need to be i-ehearscd, forasmuch as 
they be well known by friends and enemies through all 
Christendom; and that such rehearsal should be in manner 
bnt an exprobation, seeing also that the king's firm trust and 
confidence is, the emperor of hi^ great wisdom, and the Yirtu- 
ous and discreet men of lii:i couuselj have large experience, 
and do right well know and consider the same; any such 
reports, feigned or contrived tales, devised by such indiscreet 
and inexpert persons as the said de Praet is, notwithstanding. 
And surely, if it had not been that the king's grace, of his 
goodness, did benignly and lovingly accept such ministers as 
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the emperor would depute to do hia business here, without 
making exception at any of them, his grace long before this 
time would have advertised the emperor that the said de 
Praet hath always showed Idmself a man of insufficient quali- 
tiesj inexpert, and far unmeet to such a province as is com- 
mitted to him from so great a prince. Nevertheless, for the 
€inperor*s honour and pleasure, tlie king*s grace hath lovingly 
tolerate his ioability, and studied to supply the same the best 
that might be, as he that would not too soon reprove the thing 
which by the emperor and Ms council was thought good tmd 
approved* But if the emperor, knowing the untrue and most 
|>eriious demeanour of the said de Praet, who cannot be taken 
here but for a suspect and indign person, will still continue 
him here as his ambassador, not only the king's bigkness and 
I shall be in great dread to call him to any matters of import- 
ance, but also of all likeliliood he shall, as far as in bim may 
be, do great damage to the common affairs » causing the entire 
confidence that hitherto hath been, and as I trust (his sinister 
reports notwithstanding,) yet is between the two princes, 
rather to decrease and diminish than to be augmented* 
Wldch sort of ministers is necessary to be removed, and 
other, minding the furtherance of good amity and good intel- 
ligence, to be subrogate in their places. The ordexing 
whereof the king's highness remittetb to the great wisdom of 
the said emperor and his counciL 

And as to my part, though it pleased bim to write, that in 
sending for him to me, as is aforesaid, I did more honouT 
unto him than I liad done in the three years that be hath 
been here, I am the less miscontented with his untrue report, 
forasmuch as the contrary is so evident and weU known, and 
can be as plainly testified by other of the emperor's council- 
lors and servants which hath been present with him, not only 
at many conferences of importance, but also at other times, 
when I might show unto him honour, cheer, or demonstration 
of love for his master's sake, that I doubt not as little credence 
shall be given thereunto as to the rest of his ciphers and open 
writing, showing and approving manifestly his untruth, over- 
much trust in his own wit, and evident dissimnlation. And 
in like manner the obscure and dark words conveyed in his 
letters to full malicious purpose concerning the pope's holi- 
, mess, be as little to be regarded. Which words, because he 
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could not dilate bj any specialties to be of otlier sort than 
good and honourable^ tie would conveniently cloak to be in- 
terpreted, understood, and taken to some perverse sense and 
purpose. Nevertheless for my part it sulliceth, and I 
repute it as a tiling which was Grod's "v\^U, that hj a misfor- 
tune bis penlous demeanour is at the last deprehended; 
whereby the emperor may have cause to remove anything 
that might perchance be imprinted in his conceit or mind, 
touching swch other evil reports as the said de Praet hath 
made heretofore, either of the king's highness or of my pro- 
ceeding, and provide by his wisdom for avoiding of such in- 
conveniences hereafter* 

You shall show unto the emperor, that soon after I had 
depre bended these matters, I desired the said de Praet to 
come and speak with me; where were present the duke of 
Norfolk, my lord marquis of Dorset, the bishop of London, 
sir Richard Wingfield, and other of the king's privy council, 
of whom many bad heard my conference the day before with 
the said ambassador; to whom in good and plain manner I 
declared the manner, form, and chance of tiiking the said 
letters in the watch, and by what meana they came open tirst 
to those of the watch unleai^ned, and after broken and opened 
unto sir Thomas More's hands, and so unto mine. Which 
occasion moving me, upon knowledge of the contents therein, 
to stop and intercept his other letters;, proceeding pin'ticularly 
unto some special causes mentioned in the same, wherein me- 
thonght the said ambassador had done unto the king^s high- 
ness and to me express injury and wrong, and of likelihood had 
by many former writings imprinted in the emperor's, my lady 
Margaret^s, and other their counsellors' minds, Bome sinister 
opinion far discrepant from the truth, considering tliat in one 
and in other of these letters now intercepted, he mentioned 
divers seditious words and clauses, as followeth. 

Fij'st, in his letters to the emperor he writeth, this clause 
depending upon the matters touching the pope's holiness, the 
Florentines and other, and moreover they are singularly 
minded to deprive the holy father of bis dignity and power. 
Wherein I said he imputed unto me, being a cardinal and the 
pope's legate de latere, in manner no less offensive then is 
crimen lesm majestatis. And next he hath couched feigned 
words touching the despatch of sir Gregory, as though I 



3S8 



APPENDIX* 



should vaunt or tbink the victory, if any be, to proceed only 
upon the despatch of tlie same sir Gregory, which was never by 
roe thought J nor the one or other of the said matters other- 
wise by me spoken, raeant, or uttered, than is before touched 
in the beginning of this letter. And, though it were not 
convenient that any labour should he used for translation o( 
the clauses, being in cipher, yet the open letters preceding 
mighty and following the same do, give a great light and 
argument to what evil end the ciphers do tend, special being 
in hia letter to Mr* John Allemain these words inserted, '* If 
we can gain the battle, it will be well for him to remove 
himself from the danger of such confederates and friends u 
he has had hitherto. Need is that I say he has no ground 
for faith in any of the whole set." These words, by mar- 
vellous strange, touchingj as well by the special words, " con- 
federates," as by the general words *' in any of the whole set," 
not mej but the king's highness, to whom he would affirm 
the emperor were little beholden. Besides that in his letters 
to the count of Hoogstraaten, he writeth these words, " when 
things go well with our people lie says nothing aboyt them; 
when they go ill he vaunts marvellously, as though the 
success of everything depended on him and his people, and 
that all of you were nought, I hope ere long to see our 
master revenged for all these things." How these words 
aoandj and whether in my proceedings I have deserved such 
thanks of the emperor, or that his majesty should be once 
revenged upon me, which may be taken by those words, I 
refer me to all wise men. Over this what a suspicion he 
would my lady Margaret should conceivCj by the king's com- 
ing to Bridewell, because John Joachim was lodged near to 
the same, his letters directed to Monsieur de Thoulouse do 
declare. And, as well by other his letters directed to the 
same de Thoulouse, as by those written partly in ciphers to 
Monsieur de Hoogstraatenj appeareth how evil pleased the 
said de Praet is with the coming hither of the ambassadors now 
as is it said despatched from my lady Margaret, fearing of 
l^eHhood that they should deprehend some part of his untrue 
and perilous dealing. "Wherefore, after objection unto him 
of the premises, I desired him to show by what means he 
could pretend to justify any part of the said i-eports, and to 
put in writing such things as he affirmed in his said letters 
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to Mondeiir de Hoogstraaten he had in his memory to tie 
showed unto the king's highness my master. 

Saying furthermore^ that his grace is a prince of such great 
wisdom, knowledge, and experience in his affairs, that I, 
whom his liighnesa doth put in so singular a trust and special 
confidence, would be loth to say or do any thing in so great 
matters as these he, before I had first well and substantially 
known the mind and pleasure of his grace, and been by the 
same commanded so to do; nor I may or will of myself take 
upon me, withoot the authorityj knowledge, or express com- 
mandment of his highness, either to do or undo, whereby the 
said ambassador or any other might take ground to write or 
report that I could be the cause of any evil that his majesty 
hath at this present time; but rather it should seem that the 
said ambassador would think or mean that either my master is 
a prince of so small knowledge or counsel, that I may do in his 
great affairs what I will, or else he would impute covertly 
unto his highness that thing which openly he arrecteth unto 
me; for what fervent and tender zeal and afiection I have in 
all my proceedings and doings with hi a highness borne at all 
times unto the emperor's cause and matters, no person living 
can better judge than the king ruy said master can. Con- 
cluding, therefore, that since the king^s acts ' and merita 
towards the emperor have been of such sort as is not im- 
known tlirough all Christendom, the said ambassador could 
do no worse service to his master, than thus to study, con- 
spirej and^ imagine how he may sow jealousy, suspicion, and 
unkindness between his majesty and his best friends, seem* 
ing to be a thing proceeding of an untrue disposition of the 
said de Praet towards the emperor, whose affairs cannot 
more be hindered by the greatest enemy, than by such means 
rather than of any good mind that he hath to concern and 
increase good love and intelligence between both princes. 
And whether the king*s excellent gratuities showed unto the 
emperors majesty be to he recompensed either with one's de- 
liverance of him from such iriends and confederates as the 
king's grace is, or with trust once to be revenged as the said 
ambassador writeth he doth hope, I refer me to the judgment 
and discretion of all good and wise men. And, for my part, 
I had well trusted, and yet do (the seditious reports of the 
said de Praet notwithstanding) that the emperor's majesty 
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had and doth otherwise interpret and accept mj acts and 
proceedings, than it seemeth the same de Praet "w^ould they 
should he accepted, or else I might hnve cause to think many 
lahours, travuilsj studies, and pains, taken with most gbd 
heart to do unto Ms majesty all honour, service, and plea- 
sure to me possible, not so well collocated as I supposed 
and in manner think and firmly helieve them to be, wherem 
the order to be used by his majesty for punishment of this 
great error and ofi^ence committed by the said ambassador, 
shall he a great demonstration, lights and appearance hereafter. 
Hereunto the said de Praet being not a little abashed, nor 
without cause, made first exception at the intercepting of his 
letters, as he that would not give credence to the manner of 
their interceptioUj and the opening of them, by a fortunate 
error, as is aforesaid, saying that ambassadors do %vrite unto 
their princes that which in their conceit is thought good, 
referring the judgment unto others. He affirmed also, that 
till this time it could not, nor should he ever found in any of 
his letters that he hath made any evi! report, either of the 
king's highness or of me, aa by his original letters, which he 
said he desired and would he glad should and might be 
showed, he would bo judged^ and that the cause and occasion 
moving him tlms to write at this time, waa only the being 
here of John Joachim eight months, the difficulty made to 
condescend unto the truce proposed at Rome, the not ad- 
vancing of an army on this side as was spoken of, and the 
refusal of the king's highness to contribute anything to the 
defence of Italy. To this I answered, I could not a little 
marvel, that be, whom the king's highness and I have always 
made privy of the succeases, would or could suspect or judge 
any evil herein, considering that as to the coming here of 
John Joachim, I, at the being here of the archbishop of 
Capua, showed unto the said ambassador and "\\TPote similarly 
to youj to be declared unto the emperor, that wliere the pope's 
holiness made overture of a truce to be taken at Rome, the 
king mj master was not minded to condescend thereunto^ 
but with three things: one is, that the emperor were first 
agreed and contented with the same ; secondly, that there 
might be an appearance how in the time of truce might follow 
a good peace between all three princes; tliirdly, inasmuch as 
hard, and almost impossible it should be to make the pope's 
holiness so ripe in the king's particular cause as were needful, 
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tlmt one should be sent hither from the French kiog, or at 
the least from my lady regent of France, which might make 
offers for the king's part; and the same found reasonahloj to 
advertise the emperor thereof. To whom the king's and my 
opinion was, another person should be also sent for midiing of 
similar otFers unto his majesty for Iiis part; so that, hoth princes 
pleasedj the peace might be concluded at Home, by raotual 
consent; and the pope*s bolinerss to have the hooour, as author 
and condiicer of the same. Upon the return of the which arch- 
bij^hop of Capua through France, the said John Joachim, 
showing himself to be a merchant, and come for his own causes 
to Boidogne, with mind to repair into this realm for mer- 
ciiandize, desired a safeeonduct so to do. And albeit I sus- 
pected it might be but a colour, and that he were some per- 
sonage sent by the French king*s consent, for wliich cause 
the safeeonduct was granted, jet nevertheless in eight days 
after hia comiiig he never disclosed unto me what he was, 
but continently showed himself desirous that some good way 
were taken between the princes. As soon as upon my 
strait examination he discovered himself, and that he was 
sent from the lady regent, I made Monsieur de Praet privy 
thereof^ and of hii^ fe;lender charge, with the answer given unto 
him upon the same, praying him to advertise the emperor and 
my lady Margaret, as I also would do, aod did so. And from 
time to time since that season, 1 have not failed to make the 
said ambassador privy of all that hath heeo done, spoken, or 
communed with the said Joachim, who w as lodged in a house 
within the Black friars, belonging to a Mr. Lark, w^hom you 
know, to the intent I would have an eye upon him, being 
sent from an enemy, tliat he should, as he cannot, nor doth 
send or receive any letters or messages but by mj knowledge. 
Howbeit, against the king's coming to Bridewell he was re- 
moved from that lodging. And what I have written unto 
you herein, to be signified unto the emperor, my sutidry 
letters, if they be safely arrived, can bear witness. The 
king^s highness and T also continually have made in this time 
the pope's holiness privy to every of the premises, showing 
aiwaySj that for no messeugerj ambassador, or other that 
might come out of France with offers, whatsoever they were, 
his grace would never conchulc any thing with the FrencJi 
king hut with the emperor's express knowledge, consent, wiD, 
and agreement, hein-G: minded rather to continue his enter-* 



U 



332 



APPENDIX. 



prises against the common enemy to the uttermost than 
otherwise. Wherefore, seeing that neither the pope's holiness, 
nor the emperor, well regai'ding the premises, could think 
anything to be done herein but to the best purpose, I marvelled 
how the said ambassador, to whom the truth aod proceeding 
here is so weU known, could take any colour to excuse Im 
said evil reports upon that ground. 

As to the not condescending to take the truce proposed at 
Rome before the decease of Monsieur de la Koche^ I was sure 
there was neither the emperor^ nor other that loved the king 
my master, which reasonably could or would arrest^ default, 
or blame io me therein; though I, like a true servant, gave 
counsel unto ray said moi^ter to the contrary, considering how 
much that truce proposed; for a long season, that is to say, 
four or five yeara, rebus stantibus ui tunc steterunt^ should 
have been to the extreme loss and prejudice of the king my 
master's affaii's; for albeit I then said and wrote, and as truth 
was, such a truce, if i6 were p<^rpetual, might have been most 
beneficial for the emperor, having in his hands the whole 
duchy of Milan, the signiory of Grenoa, the city and territory 
of Tournay, with Naples, KavaiTe, and Fuentarabia delivered 
from the danger of the Frenchmen, being also diseliarged of 
the pension of Naples, of the marri^e with the French king's 
daughter, and of £dl other inconveniences whereunto bis ma- 
jesty was bounden by the treaty of Noyon; the indemnity 
also of the king^s highness not answered nor paid; yet never- 
theless there could nothing be devised more prejudicial and 
derogatory unto the king's cause and matters; who by that 
means having then his preparations in readiness for the wars, 
should give the enemy time to respire, had nothing won or 
recovered of the things belonging to his grace^s right and in- 
heritancej had also sustained and spent excessive charges and 
treasure for the emperor's sake in these wars. There was 
furthermore do order taken, nor appearance how the said in- 
demnity should be answered. And finally, nothing of pro- 
mise or goodness might or could arise unto his grace from thaX 
truce. Wherefore if I should, for the pleasure of any prince 
living, have given at the first counsel unto the king's highness 
to accept and agree to the said truce, it might have been well 
thought I had been no good servant or counsellor to his grace, nor 
al should have acquitted my self according to ray most bounden 
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duty unto his highness, afore and ahove all other earthly princes; 
but rather, it was expedient that the emperor, who, by my 
ma.ster*s good help, had attained so many great pieces, should 
then somewhat train himself In concumng with his highness, 
or otheiTvise, so that there might he some likelihood of more 
equality in the successes of their enterprises^ before they 
should come unto such an unreasonable truce. All thiSj not- 
withstanding, when the king's grace was advertised that there 
was not; sufficient furniture of money on the emperor's behalf 
for the entertainment of the wars, and that there began to be 
some doubt and peiil least the truee not taken, the affairs ot^ 
Italy should impairj the king's highness by dehberate ad- 
vice of me and other of his privy council, fur the tender zeal 
and affection borne towards the emperor*s causes, all the said 
inconvcnieuces that should ensue thereby unto his grace not- 
withstandint^, postponing all his own matters,^ was contented 
and sent commission to Rome in all possible diligence for 
concluding of a truce till May come twelve months; which, if 
it hiid not been only for the emperor's sake, and for conser- 
vation of his honour, his highness would never have conde- 
scended ynto. And therefore the said ambassador had far 
overpassed himself^ to write, say, or think, that by anything 
done on this side in refusal of the said truce, the emperor had 
cause to be revenged. 

Over thi:3, as to the not advancing of an army on this side,, 
as was spoken of, it is well known that the king's highness at 
all times plainly declared and detenu ined, that his grace was 
not minded nor would send over any such army that time of 
the year, unless then his grace might be sure of two things^ 
one wns^ that the army, then being in Provence, w ere passed 
the river of Rhone, with intent to pierce the heart of the 
enemies* countries ; another was, that the captain general of 
the company of horsemen and footmen to be sent by the lady 
Margaret would condescend to pass into such part of France 
as to the king's lieutenant shonld be thought most convenient. 
Without which two things the king's grace always expressly 
declai-ed, none array should be advanced at that time of the 
year. And over this the king's highness perceived, by rela- 
tion of the emperor's own folks, that there lacked money on 
the emperor's part for contribution to the said army in Pro- 
vence; wdiich was an evident argument, that where it was 
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capitulated that the emperor should bear the whole contrihu- 
tion fll\er an army were once advanced on this side, tlie whok 
enterprises sliould of likelihood perish in default of money in 
Provence, when the contribution of the Iialf was not per- 
formed, and consequently the army on this side should either 
be io extreine danger, or compelled to return with reproticli, 
loss, and dishonour, besides the wasteful consumption of trct- 
flure. Besides that, the array in Provence not passed tin: 
river of Rhone, small good or assistance could be given bj 
them unto the army on this side. And the Burgandians, re- 
fusing to promise to pass by such ways as the king's lieutenant 
should devise, if they should continually keep near to their 
own frontiers^ after the accustom able manner, no great ^ood 
or profit could arise of that journey. Wherefore, seeino^ that 
the sending of the said army was never promised or intended 
by the king's grace but under the form aforesaid, it was 
thou^lit more expedient for the emperor's benefit that tk 
king's highness should continually contribute unto the army 
in Provence lacking money, rather than sending another «» 
tbis side, to put both in appearance of extreme danger, Ami 
eonseqwently^ the emperor liad cause to give most heartj 
thanks unto the king's highness, which so much tendered Iii 
affairs, minding to have contributed unto thesustentation of the 
army in Provence all this winter; and to set forth some other 
good enterprises to their comfort, the beginning of the year; 
and not to be revenged of these good and friendly deeds, is 
the said de Praet would provoke his majesty to be. And to 
that intent, after the king^s contribution expired, Lis grace, 
over and above his convention, sent the snm of 50,000 crowns, 
appointing that sir John Russell should have received the 
same at Trent, eo to he conveyed straight onto the army iB 
Provence. Which arniy, by then the money was come so 
far as Trent, was clearly dissolved, and the money sent into 
Italy, there to remain in readiness, if any necessity thereof 
should chance in the emperor's affairs. And albeit the king's 
highness (as the certainty of things done in Italy cannot be 
here at the first known) suppc^sed that gocwl order had been 
given by the emperor for defence of the same, and thereupon 
commanded the said sum to he returned by exchange. Yet, 
nevertheless, upon knowledge had that no word was arrived 
there i'rom the said emperor eince the descent of the French 
king into these paits^ the king's highness, of most hearty and 
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tender raind towards the emperor, sent the said sir Gregory de 
CassiliiSj despatclied with the charges aforesaid; who had also 
in commandmentj that if he might perceive the emperor's army 
to lack money, he should employ and deliver them the said 
50,000 crowns, hy way of loan; aiid^ rather than fail, clearly 
to give unto them the same. Which sam, any report made 
to the contraiy notwithstanding, is yet remaining there, in 
such hands that albeit practise was made for exchange there- 
of, ways be devised how to have the money upon the sight, 
though the said amhassador, after his accustomable sinister in- 
terruption, would afiiim that the said money was sent but for 
a eolour, and that it is totally returned by exchange, which is 
clearly untrue, as sball appear. Wherefore his feigned report 
hereio was and is to be taken as proceeding of his perverse 
fantasy without gromid of reason, truth, or appearance. 

And as to the contribution of Italy, albeit he knew well 
that there was never capitulation passed between the king's 
highness and the emperor for that purpose, nor his grace knew 
what the emperor intended to do therein, or whether the ini' 
periab aohcited by the pope would have corae^ or yet will 
come, to a truce or not; and that also Monsieur de Rieux at 
his being here confessed error and true demeanour to be in 
the viceroy of Naples; and that the king's grace liath been 
from many good places advertised that there were and yet be 
practices between the French king and the said viceroy for 
appointment to be taken with the emperor, as in my last let- 
ters I wrote unto you more at large, so that his highness could 
not certainly know by what means assistance should be given 
to the said viceroy; yet what his grace hath done, by his 
divers and many lettei"s to sundry parts, and now of late to 
sir Gregorjr's despatch at such time as the said emperor's 
affairs in Italy seemed here to be in most despair, no man 
could better testify and bear record than the said ambassadors* 
Wherefore, to write that I would ascribe the victory, if any 
were, only to the king's grace, or that I were the cause of 
all the evil that the emperor hath, or that his majesty doth all 
things alone, and hath no cause to give thanks but to God and 
his own servants; and that no prince can be better served by 
the viceroy and other than he is; and that his majesty is little 
beholden to any liis friends and eonl'ederates all, w^hatsoever 
they be; and that he trusteth to see his majesty once revenge ' 
or that there were appearance that the king's highne? 
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Speaking with so simple a person as John Joachim is, or also 
with the said president, could find none other mean, if his 
grace were so disposed, but to come unto Bridewell, specially 
the said president being lodged in a canon's house at West- 
minster, I could not a little marvel; saying that hereby the 
said ambassador had showed manifest appearance that he hath 
a corrupt mind and perverse intent, studying rather to bring 
these two pi*inces into jealousy and suspicion than to nourish 
good love and intelligence between them. To this he could 
make none other answer but that he wrote his fantasy, remit- 
ting the judgment to wiser men than he is. And, provoked 
to put in writing such other things as he affirmed he could 
produce against me, he answered, that this was the effect of 
all; and that when the emperor shall command him, he will 
so do. Hereupon, having respect unto the emperor's honour, 
I desired him to forbear writing till such time as he might 
know further the emperor's pleasure, and so his repairing to 
the king's highness or to me, unless he had new matter by 
any letters that should come, saying that the king's highness 
and I would advertise.* 

Letter XXI. 

WOLSEY TO THE BISHOP OP LONDON AND SIR RICHARD 
WINGFIELD, KNT., AMBASSADORS IN SPAIN. 

April 7, 1525. 
My lord of London and Mr. Wingfield, I commend me unto 
you in my right hearty manner. Since your departure from 
hence arrived here a servant of the emperor, sent out of Spain 
with letters to ambassador de Praet, having order given unto 
him, as he affirmed, incontinently to pass unto the lady 
Margaret. At the despatch of him out of Spain there was 
no knowledge of the battle stricken in Italy; but, as I 
may predict by relation of the president of Malams, whom 

* There is a letter ,from Margaret, regent of the Low Countries, to car* 
diual Wolsey, in which she acknowledges his letter of the 10th of February, 
and says she is sorry for the discontent he had received by Monsieur de 
Praet, the emperor's ambassador : that if it were in her power she would 
recal him, and have him punished for the least thing he should do against 
his honour, which she holds as dear as her own. She fully acknowledges 
the cardinal's great zeal towards the emperor, and that he is a true and loyal 
friend to him. 
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fay good means I caused to disclose more of his secrets unto 
me than the lord Be vers bath or wo^ld do. He said letters 
sent imto de Praet mentioned the emperor's desire^ that for as 
much as the French king at that time was in Italy, and to 
drive him out of the samej the king's highness would invade 
on this side, offering to advance into the parts of Narhonnc, 
on the other side, an array which ehould be of eight hiindi^ed 
of ai'mSj five hundred light horse, seven thousand Spaniards, 
and four thousand Germans, hesides the peasants, with artillery 
and ordnance requisite for the same. And that he would 
maintain, entertain, and continue his army in Italy, under the 
leading of the duke of Bourbon and the viceroy, at his own 
proper costs and charges; and over the same would give aid 
to the king of three thousand footmen , and one thousand 
horsemen, out of his Low Countries. Notwithstanding this 
the emperor's determination signified to Mons, de Praet, yet 
I perceive that his ambassadors here resident would first have 
advertised the lady Margaret hereof, before the king's high- 
ness or 1 should have had any knowledge of the samej to the 
intentj that whosoever should be concluded herein, she might 
have all or a great part of the thanks, Whicli manner of 
proceeding I by good means have discovered out of the said 
president apart. To whom I said, that if my lady Margai^et 
will look to have any thank in this behaLf, wherein as yet 
hitherto she hath little or none deserved, hut all that is offered 
is to be ascribed unto the emperor, it shall be well done that 
she increase the number of three thousand footmen to four 
thousand, and the one thousand horsemen to three thousand j 
and, so doing, she shall deserve special thank, advising him 
and Ms colleagues, therefore, to solicit the same. And albeit 
be thought my lady Margaret might at length be induced 
there untOj yet he thought it would be difficile for them to pass 
with their said aid into any part of Normandy, being so far 
distant from tlieir frontiers* For avoiding of which difficnlty 
I told Mm, that perchance the king would personallj descend 
at Calais with a right good part of his army, sending the i-esi- 
due by sea^ to make them enter into Normandy; and for so 
doing, methought they coyld not of reason make any diffi- 
culty, but that their said aid should join with the king's 
highness and army in his marches of Calais; and so to pass 
into such places as should be thought unto his grace con- 
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venient. Which overture, as I could perceive, not aalj con- 
tented hira, but he promised with all diligence to adrertiae 
the hid J of the same, not doubting but he should have shortly 
from her upon the premises a <2rood resolution. Of all whidi 
the emperor's offers and occasion aforesaid I thought conTt* 
nient to advertise 70U, to the intent you might perceire how 
before the battle stricken the emperor was inclined and 
disposed. 

Over this there was a clause omitted in your instructions, 
which is to declare the king's mind, in case the emperor^ 
being contented on this resolution to invade Italy in his owi 
person, will say it should be .... , from ^od conscience to 
charge him also with entertainment of the duke of Bourboo. 
Nevertheless, you know that by mouth it was agreed aul 
thought ^ood, that in such case, that if the emperor could ia 
nowise be induced to the said entertainmentj the duke of 
Bourbon should repair unto the said aid of the Liow Coun- 
tries, to have the leading thereof; the same to be in that case 
somewhat reinforced and increased to a gi'eater number, as to 
good reason and congruence doth appertain. Which matter, 
in case of the emperor's invasion, ye shall set forth in de- 
grees; that is to say, iii*st, the emperor to contribute half to 
the entertaimnent of the said duke, and the king's grace the 
other half; 30 as always the moiety to be borne by the king^iS 
grace may be defalked of such money as is due by the em- 
peror unto the king's highness. Secondly, this failing, the 
king's grace, rather than fail, to bear the whole 300,000 
crowns last lent unto the emperor, hia majesty supporting the 
rest; and the same to be paid by the emperor in deduction of 
the said debt. And, linallyj none of these then to come unto 
the repair of the said duke to the army in the Low Countrica^ 
as is aforesaid. 

Finally, I send unto you herewith all the commissions, letter^ 
and copies, that were devised for your despatch; with thoee 
of the king^s, the queen *s, and mine own hand. And also an 
emerald, whieh my hidy princess sendeth to the emperor, 
whose most humble and cordial recommendation:^ made unto 
the Bame, you at the delivery thereof shall say, tliat her grace 
hath devised this token for a better knowledge to be had 
when God ahall send them grace to be together, whether his 
majesty do keep him^seif as continent and chaste as with God's 
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grace she wiB. Whereby, you may gay^ his majesty may see 
that her assured love towards the same hath already such a 
passion in her, that it is also confirmed by jealousy, being 
one of the greatest signs and tokens of hearty love and cor- 
dial afiection- And thus I beseech Almighty God to send 
you good speed and passage. At my palace beside West- 
minsteij the third day of April, 1525. Your loving friend, 

T. Card"^' Ebob. 
To my loving friendSj my lord privy 

seal J and sir E,ichard Winglield, 

knight of the order, the king's 

ambassadors to the eraperor- 

Lettjeb XXIL 

auee^ katharine of arragon and hexry vui. to car- 
dinal wolsey, a joint letter, 1527- 

My lord, in my most humblest wise that my heart can think, 
I desire you to pardon me that I am so bold to trouble yoa 
with my simple and rude writingj esteeming it to proceed 
from her that is much desirous* to know that your grace does 
well, I pex'ceive by this bearer that you do, the which I 
pray God long to continue, a^ I am most bound to pray, for 
I do know the great paina and trouble that ye have taken lor 
me both day and night is never likely to be recompeosed oa 
my part^ but only in loving you, next to the king's grace^ 
above all creatures living; and 1 do not douht but the daily 
proofs of my deeds shall manifestly declare and affirm mj 
writing to be true, and I do trust you do think the same. My 
lord, I do assure you I do long to hear from you some news 
of the legate, for I do hope, if they come from you, they shall 
be very good, and I am sure that you desire it as much as I, 
and more>, if that were possible, as I know it is not; and thus 
remaining in a stedfast hope, I make an end of my letter, 
written with the hand of her that i:^ most botiud to be — 

(Here queen Katharine's part ends; the rest is written by 
the king*) 

The writer of this letter would not cease till she had caused 
me likewise to set to my hand, desiring you, though it be 
short, to take it in good part. I ensure you there is neither 
of us but that greatly dajireth to see you, and much rejoiceth 

z 2 
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to hear that you have escaped this plague so well, trusting 
the fury thereof to he passed, especially with them that keep 
good diet, as I trust you do. The not he^riog of the legate's 
ival in France, cau&eth us somewhat to muse; notwitb- 
nding we trust by your vigilance and diligence, with the 
asaistance of Almighty God^ shortly to he eased out of that 
trouble. No more to you at this time, but that I pray God 
send you as good health and prosperity as the writer*s§. By 
your loving sovereign and friend, Henry, R, 

Letter XXIIT, 

ANNE 60LEYN TO CARDlirAL WOLSEY. 

My lord, after my most humble recommendations, thia 
shall be to give uuto your grace, as I am most hound, my 
humble thanks, for the great pain and travail that your grace 
doth take, in studying, by your wisdom and great diligence, 
how to bring to pass honourably the greatest wealth that is 
posi-ible to come to any creature living; and in especial re- 
memhcring how wretched and unworthy I am in comparing 
to his highness. And for you, I do know myself never to 
have deserved by my deserts that you should take this great 
pain for me; yet daily of your goodness I do perceive by all 
my friends; and though that I had not knowledge by them, 
the daily proof of your deeds doth declare your words and 
writings towai'd me to be true. Now, good my lord, your 
discretion may consider as yet how little it is in my power to 
recompense you, but alonely with my good will; the which I 
assure you, that after this matter is brought to pass, you shall 
find me as I am (bound in th*^ meantime to owe you my ser- 
vice); and then, look what thing in this world I can imagine 
to do you pleasure in, you shall find me the gladdest woman 
in the world to do it; and, next unto the king^s grace, of one 
thing I make you full promise to be assured to have it, and 
that i?, my hearty love, unfcigncdly, during my life; and 
being fully detennined, with God's grace, never to change 
this purpose, I make an end of this my rude and true meaned 
letter, praying our Lord to send you much increase of honour 
with long life. Written w^ith the hand of her that beseeches 
your grace to accept this letter as proceeding from one that 
is most bound to he your humble and obedient servant, 

Anne Boleyn. 
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Letter XXIY. 
anne boletn to caedinal w0l5et. 

Mt lord, in my most humblest wise that my poor heart 
can think J I do thank your grace for your kind letter, 
and for your rich and goodly present, the which I shall 
never be able to deserve without your great help. Of the 
which I have hitberto had so great plenty, that all the days 
of my life I am most bound of all creatures next to the 
king's grace to love and serve your grace, of the wMch I 
beseech you never to doubt that ever 1 shall vary from this 
thought as long as any breath is in my body; and as touching 
your grace's trouble with the sweat, I thank our Lord that 
they that I desired and prayed for are escaped, and that is 
the king and you; not doubting but that Grod has preserved 
you both for great causes known only to his high wisdom; 
and as for the coming of the legate I desire that much; and 
if it be God*s pleasure, I pray him to send this matter shortly 
to a good end; and then I trust, my lord, to recompense part 
of your great pains, the which I must require you in the mean 
time to accept my good will in the stead of the power, the 
which must proceed partly from you, as our Lord knoweth, 
whom I beseech to send you long life with continuance in 
honour. Written with the hand of her that is most bound 
to be, your humble obedient servant, Anne Boleyk. 

Letter XXV. 

ANNE BOLEYK TO WOLSEY. 

My lordj in my most humble wise I thank your grace for the 
gift of this benefice for master Barlow, howbeit this standeth 
to none effect, for it is made for Tunbridge, and I would 
have it, if your pleasure were so, for Sunbridge; for Tun- 
bridge is in my lord my father^s gift, by a vowson that he 
hathj' and it is not yet void; I do trust that your grace will 
grant him Sunbridge, and considering the pain that he liath 
taken, I do think that it shall be very well bestowed; and in 
so doing, I reckon myself much bounden to your grace. For 
all these that hath taken pain in the king's matter, it shall be 
my daily study to imagine all the w^aya that I can devise 
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to do tbem service and pleasure; and thuB I make an end, 
sending you again the letter that you sent me, thanking your 
grace most humbly for the pain tliat you take for to write to 
me, assuring you that, next the king's letter^ there is nutliing 
that can rejoice me so much. With the hand of her that 13 
most bounden to be 

Your humble and obedient servant, Anne Bolktm. 

My lord, I beseech your grace, with all my heart, to 
remember the parson of for my sake shortly, 

Lettee XXVI. 

THE KING TO WDLBEY. 

Mine own good cardinal, I recommend me unto you with all 
my heart, and thank you for the great pain and labour that 
you do daily take in ray business and matters, desiring you, that 
when you have well established them, to take some pastime 
and comfort, to the intent you may the longer endure to 
serve uj^, for always pain cannot be endured, Sui'ely you 
have so substantially ordered our matters, both of this side 
the sea and beyond, that, in mine opinion, little or nothing 
can be added; nevertheless, according to your desire, X do 
send you mine opinion hj this bearer, the reforraatioo whereof 
I do remit to you and tlie remnant of our trusty councillors, 
which I am sure wiE substantially look on it. As touching 
the matter that sir "William Says brought aasM^er of» I am 
well contented with what order soever you do take in it 
The queen my wife hath desired to make her most hearty 
reeommendations to yon, as to him that she loveth very wellj 
and both she and I would know fain, when you will repair to 
us. No more to you at this time, but that, with God^s help, 
I trust we shaU disappoint our enemies of their intended 
purpose. Written with the hand of your loving master, 

^^ To my lord ear^ual« 

I MllTE ( 

I love m 



Letter XXYTT. 

WOLSEY, IN HIS DISTRESS, TO THOMAS CROMWELL- 

MiiTE own entirely beloved Cromwell, I beseech you as ycm 
love me, and will ever do anything for me, repair hither this 
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day as soon as the parliament is broken up, lajing apart aU 
tilings for tiiat time; for I would not only communicate things 
unto you, wherein for my coin fort and relief I would have 
your good and discreet ad rice and counsel, but idso upon the 
same commit certain things rec[uij'ing expedition to you on 
my behalf to be solicited* This I pray you, therefore, to 
haste your coming hither as afore, without omitting so to do^ 
as ye, under my succour, relief and comfort, and quietness of 
mind; and thus fare ye well. From E&her, in haste^, tliia 
Saturday in the morning, with the rude hand and sorrowful 
heart of your assured lover, T, Carb^ Ebor, 

I have also certain things concerning yourself, wliich I am 
sure you will be glad to hear and know. Fail not, therefore, 
to be here this night; ye may return early in the morning 
again if need shall so require. Et iteritm vale, 

Mr. Augustin showed me how ye had written unto me a 
letter wherein ye should advertise of the coming Lithcr of 
the duke of Norfolk. 1 assure you there came to my hands 
no such letter. 

LETTEit xxvin. 

WOLSEY TO DB. STEFBEN OARPfil^ER, SECKETARY OF 
STATE, 
(In tlie Agbniole Museum at Oxfoiil.) 
My own good master secretary, going this day out of my 
pew to say mass, your letters dated yesternight, at London, 
were delivered unto mc; by the contents whereof I under- 
stood that the king's highness, of his excellent goodness 
and charity, is contented that I shall enjoy and have the 
iidministration of York merely, with the gifts of the promo- 
tion, spiritual and temporal, of the same, reserved only unto 
his noble grace the gift of live or six of the best promotions, 
and that his pleasure is I should leave Winchester and 
8t. Albans. As hereunto, Mr. Secretary, I cannot express 
how much I am bound en to the king's rayal majesty for this 
his great and bounteous liberality, reputing the same to he 
mnch more than I shall ever be able to deserve. Howbeit, 
if his majesty, considering the short and little time that I shall 
live here in ikm world, hy the reason of such heaviness as I 
have conceived in my heart, with the ruinousness of the old 
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houses, and the decay of the said archbishopric, at the best to^ 
the sani of 800 marks yeaj-lj, by the reason of the act passed 
m to testaments, with also my long painful service and poor 
degree; and for the declaration of his grace^s excellent charity, 
if his higlmess be minded I shall leave Winchester and 
St. Albans, whicli I supposed, when I made my Bubmission, 
not offendinnr in my truth towards his royal person, dignity, 
or royal majesty, I should not now have deserved to have 
left; and much the more knowing his excellency's propensioa 
to pity and mercy, and remembering the friink departing 
with of all that 1 had in this world, that I may have some 
convenient pension reserved unto mc, such as the king^s 
highness of his noble charity shall think meet, so ordering his 
that shall succeed me and my Uving, that the same may be of 
like yearly value and extent. Whereat my trust is, and my 
heart so giveth rae that his majesty would make no difficulty, 
if it may Hke you friendly to propose the same, assuring you 
that I desire not this for any mind (God is my judge,) that I 
have to accumulate goods, or desire that I have for the muck 
of the world; for, God be thanked, at this hour I set no more 
by the riches and promotions of the world, than by the ruEthes 
under my foot; but only for the declaration of the king's 
favour and high charity, and to have wherewith to do good 
deeds, and to help my poor servants apd kinsfollv; and, 
furthermore, that it would please the kmgV excellent good- 
ness by your friendly mediation, considering how slenderly 
I am furnished in my house, now especially that the apparel 
of Winchester and St, Albans shall be taken from me, to give 
and appoint unto me a convenient furniture for the same, 
non ad pompamj sed necessariam honeUatem; and if I may 
have the free gift and disposition of the benefices, it shall he 
greatly to my comfoit, and yet when any of the five or six 
principal shall fortune to be void, the king's gi-acc being 
minded, any of them his highness shall be as sure of the same 
as though they were reserved, and thus by his noble and 
merciful goodness delivered out of extreme calamity, and re- 
stored to a new freedom, I shall, with God*s mercy and help, 
so order my life, that I trust his majesty shall take special 
comfort therein, and be pleased with the same: spero quod 
) h(Ec^ qiim petOj non videbuntur magiifi. Howbeit, I most 
humbly submit and refer all my petitions, imnm ipsam vkam, 
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to his grace's. ordiDance and pleasure, praying you to declare 
and signify the snme, supplying^ my indisposition and lackness 
of will, conceived by reason of my extreme sorrownesa and 
heaviness, that tlie same may he to the kang's contentation, 
wherein I had liefer he dead than to offend in word, thought, 
or deed, and as touching the granting of the fee of one 
hundred pounds for Mi% Norris, during his life, for Ms good 
service done unto the king's highness, for the which I have 
always loved him, and for the singular good heart and mind 
that I know he hath always home unto me, I am content to 
make out my grant upon the same; nay, and if it will please 
the king to enlarge it one hundred pounds more ; and in like 
manner because Mr, Treasui^er hath the keeping of the king's 
game nigh to Farnham; I would gladly, if it may stand with 
the king^s pleasure, grant unto him the reversion of the same 
things as the lord Sands hath there, with the amplification of 
the fee above that which is oldly accustomed, to the sum of 
forty pounds by the year; and also I would gladly give to 
Mr, Comptroller a like fee, and to 'Mr* Russell another of 
twenty pounds by the year, remitting this, and all my suit, 
to the king^s highness, his pleasure, mercy, pity, and com- 
passion most wholly. Beseeching his highness so now gra- 
ciously to order me that I may henceforth serve God quietly 
and with repose of mind, and pray, as I am most bounden for 
the conservation and increase of his most noble and royal 
state; and thus with my daily prayer I bid you farewell. From 
Eisher, hastily, with the hand and most heavy heart of 
Your assured friend and beadsman, 

T. Caed^'* Ebos. 

Letter XXIX. 

CAJtDlNAL W^OLSEY TO DR, STEPHEN GAKDEXER. 

(In tlie Aslimole Miiseiim at Oxford.) 

My own good master secret aiy, after my most hearty com- 
mendations, I pray you at the reverence of God to help, 
that expedition be used in my pursuits, the delay whereof so 
repleniaheth ray heart with heaviness that I can take no rest; 
not for any vain fear, but only for the miserable condition 
that I am presently in, and likely to continue in the same, 
unless that you, in whom is mine assured trusty do help and 
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relieTe me therein; for first, ocmtinuing here in tills moist and 
CJsrrupt air, beings entered into the passion of the dropsy^ 
Cum prosiaiione appetifus e£ cantim/o visomnio^ I cannot 
live; wherefore of necessity I must be removed to eome other 
dryer air and pLioe, where I may have commodity of physi- 
ciang. Secondly, Laving but York, which is now decayed, 
by 800^, by the year, I cannot tell how to live and keep the 
poor number of folks which I now have. My house there be 
in decay, and of every thing meet for household unprovided 
and unfurnished. I have no apparel for my houses there, nor 
money to bring me thither, nor to live with till the propitious 
time of year come to remove thither. These things consi- 
dered, Mr^ Secretary, must needs make me in a^ony and 
heaviness, my age therewith and flickne-ss considered- Alas! 
Mr. Secretary, ye, with other, my lords, showed me that I should 
be otherwise furnished and seen unto; ye know in your learning 
and conscience whether I shouhl forfeit my s]>iritualities of 
Winchester or no. Alas! th'e qudities of mine ofiences con- 
sidered, with the great punishmejit and loss of goods I have 
sustained, ought to move pitiful hearts; and the most noble 
king, to whom, if it would please you of your eliiiri table good- 
ness to show the premises after your accustomed wisdom 
and dexterity, it is not to be doubted but his highness would 
have consideration and compassion, augmenting ray living, 
and appointing such things as should be convenient for my 
furniture, which to do shall be to tlie king's high liooour, 
merit, and discharge of conscience, and to you great praise 
for the bringing of the same to pass, for your old bringer up 
and loving friend. This kindness exhibited from the king's 
higlmess shall prolong my life for some little while, though it 
shall not be long; by the mean whereof his grace shall take 
profit, and by my death none, What is it to his highness to 
give some convenient portion out of Winchester and Saint 
Alban.Sj his grace taking witli my hearty good will the 
residue. Remember, good Mr. Secretar}^, my poor degree, 
and what service I have done, and 3iow now, appi'oadiing to 
death, I must begin the world again* I beseech you there- 
fore, moved ivith pity and compassion, succour me in this my 
calamity, and to your power, which I know is great, relieve 
me; and I with all mine shaK not only ascribe this my relief 
unto you, but also pray to God for the increase of your 
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lioBDtir, and aB mj power shall increase me, I shall not fail to 
r^uite your kindness. Written liastily at Eslierj witli the 
rude and shaking hand of your daily headsman, and assured 
friend, T, Cakd"* Ebojl, 

To the right honoorahle and my 

assured friend, master Beeretary. J 

Lettee XXX* I 

WOLSET TO SECRKTAKV GAEDENEB, 
(From Strype,) 

Mine own good master secretaiyj alheit I am in such 
alteration and indisposition of mj head and body, hy the 
means of my daily sorrow and heaviness, that I am fain omit 
to write any long SctterSj yet my trusting friend, Thomas 
Cromwell, returning and repairing unto you, I could not for- 
bear but briefly to put you in remembrance, how that after 
the consultation taken by the king^s highneea upon mine 
ordering, which ye supposed should be on Sunday was seven- 
night, ye would not fail to advertise me at the length of the 
specialities thereof; of the which to hear and have knowledge 
I have and daily do look for. I pray you, therefore, at the 
reverence of God, and of this holy time, and as ye love and 
tender my poor life, do so much as to write unto me jour said 
letters, whereby I may take some comfort and rest; not 
doubting but your heart is so gentle and pitiful that having 
knowledge in what agony I remain, ye will take the pain to 
send unto me your naid consolatory letters, whereby ye shaE 
not only deserve toward Ood, but also bind me to be, as I am, 
your continual beadsman. Written this morning, at Efiher, 
with the rude hand and sorrowful heai't of yours with heart 
and prayer, 

T. CARniKAlitS ElIOE MiSEEKIMUS. 

To the right honourable Mr, Secretary, 
Lettee XXXI. 

WOLSEY TO SECEETAST GAEDEKER, 

(From Strj'pe.) 

My own good master secretary, after my most hearty recom- 
mendations, with like tiianks for your goodness towards me^ 
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these Bhall be to advertise you that I have been infomied bj 
my trusty friend, Thomas Cromwell, that ye have signified 
imto him to my singular consolation how that the kiiig*s high- 
ness, moved with pity and compassion, and of hiB exceMeQt 
goodness and charity, considering the lamentable condition 
and state that I stand in, hath willed you, with other lords 
and masters of his honourable council, to intend to the per* 
fecting and absolving, without further tract or delay, of mine 
end and appointment, and that mj pardon should be made in 
the most ample form that my counsel could devise. 

For this the king's most gracious remembrance, proceeding 
of himself, I count myself not only most bounden to serve and 
pray for the preservation of his most Tojfd majesty, but also 
thank God that ye have occasion given unto you to be a soli- 
citor and setter forth of such things as do and shall conserve my 
said end; in the making and compounding w hereof » mine ag- 
Hured trust Js, that ye will show the love and affection which ye 
have and bear towards me, yonr old friend and lover; so declar- 
ing yourself therein that the world may perceive that by your 
good means the king is the better good lord unto me; and 
that now, newly in manner coming to the world, there may 
be such respect had to my poor degree, old age, and long con- 
tinued service, as shall be to the king's high honour, and 
your great praise and laud, which undoubtedly shall follow if 
ye obtained your benevolence towards me, and men perceive 
that by your wisdom and dexterity I shall be relieved, and in 
this my calamity helped. At the reverence, therefore, of 
God, mine own good Mr. Secretary, and refuge, now set to 
your hand, that I may come to a laudable end and repose, 
seeing that I may be furnished after such a sort and manner 
that I may end my short time and life to the honour of 
Christ's church and the prince,; and, besides, by daily prayer 
and true heart, I shall so requite your kindness, as ye 
shall have cause to think the same to be well employed, like 
as my said trusty friend shall more amply show unto you. 
To whom it may please you to give firm credence and loving 
audience, and I shall pray for the increase of your hononr. 
Written at Eslier, with the trembling hand and heavy heart 
of your assured friend and beadsman, 

T. Cari>"" Ebob. 

To the right honourable and my singular 
good friendj master secretary. 
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WOL3ET TO SECRETAKY GARDENER. 



(From StrjTi^.) 



Mine 



gentle 



hearty 



master secretary, aiter my most 
recommendationSj these shall be to thank you fo _ 

humanityj loving and gentle reception^ that ye made unto the 
poor Provost of Beverly; and especially for that ye have in 
such wi.se addressed him unto the king's highness' presence; 
that his grace not only hath showed unto him that he is tia 
good and gracious lord, but also that it hath pleased his 
majesty to accept him as his poor orator and scholar. Whereby 
both he and I account ourselves so bounden unto youj that 
we cannot tell how to requite this your gratitude and kind- 
Dess; most heartily praying yoti to continue in your good 
favour towards him, and to take him and his poor cause into 
your patronage and protection; and as mine assured expecta- 
tion and trust is, to remember the poor state and condition 
that I stand in, and to be a mean to the kiQg*3 highness for 
my relief in the same. In doing whereof ye shall not only 
deserve thanks of Godj hut also declare, to your perpetual 
laud and praisCj that ye, being in authority, have not forgot- 
ten your old master and friend; and in the way of charity, 
and for the love that you bear to virtue, and ad bona studia^ 
be means to the king's highness for my poor colleges, and 
especially for the college of Oxford. Suifer not the things 
which, by your great learning, studyj counsel, and labour 
hath been erected, hounden, and with good statutes and ordi- 
nances to the honour of God, increase of virtue and learning 
established J to be dissolved or dismembered- Ye do know 
— no man better- — ^to what use the monasteries, suppressed 
by the pope*s licence, the king's consent concurring with the 
same, and a pardon for the premunircj be converted. It 
is not to be doubted but the king's highness, of his great 
virtue and equity, being informed how everything is passed, 
his most gracious licence and consent (as is aforesaid) ejchi- 
bited thereto^ will never go about to dissolve the said incor- 
porations or bodies, whereof so great benefit and commodity 
shall issue unto his realm and subjects. Superfluities^ if any 
such shall he thought and found en^ may be abridged, but to 
destroy the whole, it were too great pity. 
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Eftsones, therefore, good master secretary, I beseech pu 
to be good master and patron to the said colleges; " Et nm 
sinaa opas manmfm timntm perirey aut ad nihihim reding 
Thus doing, both I and they shall oot only pray for you* but 
in such wise deserve your pains, as ye shall have cause to 
think the same to be well bestowed and employed, like 08 
tills pret*ent bearer shall more at the large show unto yoa» 
To whom it may please the same to give firm credence; and 
thus, most heartily, fare you well. 

From Southwell, the 23rd day of July. 

Your loving friend, T. Card'** Ebob. 

To the right honourable and ray 

singular good friend, Mt, Doctor 

Stephen, secretary to the king's 

highness. 

Letteu XXXill. 

WOLSBT TO SECRETARY GARDEKEE. 
(From Strype«) 

MkHS own good master secretary, after my most hearty 
teoonmicndations, these shall be to desire, and most effectu- 
ally to pray you to be good master and friend unto me, con- 
cerning the uncharitable suit of Strangways for 700 pounds* 
which he pretendeth that 1 should give unto him for the 
ward of Bowes,- and albeit there was at his Hrst coming 
to my service^ by our mutual consetit, a perfect end made 
between him and rae for the sarae^ yet now digresaing 
therefrom, perceiving that I am out of favour, destitute of 
succour, and in calamity, he not only newly demandetli the 
same 700 pounds^ but hath also made complaint unto the 
king's highness, submitting that I should, contrary to jtisticCt 
detain from him the said 700 pounds, for the redress whereof, 
it hath pleased the king'ts majesty to direct his most honour- 
able letters to me; the contents whereof I am sure be not un- 
known unto you; and ensuing the purport thereof, and before 
the delivery of the same three days past, notwithstanding 
my great necessity and poverty, only to be out of his excla- 
mation and inquietness, I have wi'itten to my trusty friend^ 
Mr. Cromwell, to make certain reasonable offers onto him for 
that intent and purpose; most heartily beseeching you to help. 
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that upon declaration of giich tbmgs, as upon mj part shafl 
be signified unto you by the said master Cromwell, some such 
endj by your friendly dexterity, may be made betwixt us, as 
shall accord with good congruence, and as I may support and 
be able (mine otlier debts and charges considered) to bear. 
In the doing whereof, ye shall bind rae to be your daily 
beadsman, as knoweth God, who always preserve you. From 
Southwell, the 25th day of August. 

YourSj with heart and prayer, 

T, Cam"^ Ebor. 
To my right entirely well-beloved 
friend, ilr. Stephen Gardener, 
secretary to the king's highness* 

Letter XXXIY. 

wolset to fox, bishop of wikchester, 

After most humble commendations with like desire of your 
health and perfect recovery, please it your good lordship to 
undei'stand that on Sunday Inst past the king received letters 
from sir Eobert Wiogfield^, dated the 4th of this month, by 
the contents whereof he advertised the king that the emperor 
had not only word fi*ora the court of Kome but from divers 
other places, that our lioly father the pope should he in such 
danger of life that there is no hope of his recovery, for ail 
the lowxr parts of his body, from the middle downwards, 
w^ere dead mortified, and as cold as any stone; wherefore the 
emperor minding and intending to his best the advancement 
of the cardinal Adrian ad papatum^ hath sent the bishop 

of to Eome efl[ectu ally to solicit tijc same; and to the 

intent that this his purpose should the better be brought about, 
he hath taken with him sir Robert Wingfield^ who also at tlie 
instant desire of the emperor intendeth to go to Kome; yes- 
terday at luass I broke with the king in this matter, and 
Bhowed unto his grace how much honour, and also further- 
ance of all his affairs in time to come should ensue to Mm, if 
that by his commendation some cardinal might attain to be 
pope, and saying that the emperor was eiTectually intending 
the preferment of the cardinal Adrian, who in manner is as 
the king's bound en subject, with his gracious help, the matter 
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should much the sooner be brought to pass. I found his 

^nuce very conformable and agreeable to mj saying; howbeit • 
I durst not further wade with his grace as touchiDg jour 

letters of recommendatioii, as well for the of your 

other letters and the dates of the same^ as also that we haTft 
no sure knowledge of the pope^s death, otherwise than is 
before said. Your lordship I trust is nothing miscontent with 
jne that I presumed to break your instructions; for assuredly, 
except Mr/Freasarer, no earthly man is nor shall be made privj 
to your letters, I am half afraid that you be displeased, for- 
asmuch I have received no writing from you tliis long season; 
I truBt you will take my doing to proceed of good will, 
thinking that it was for the best in good part. My lord, ia 
communication at the large, 1 have ielt how that my lord 
chamberlain and of Durham, be much inclined to the car- 
dinal of Saint George J and io all their talk they cannot speak 
too much honour of him, dispraising the cardiuiil Adrian; if 
your lordship were here tbis matter would be seon brought to 
your purpose. And my lord, for divers urgent causes it ia 
thought very expedient that you should repair to the king; 
for all his great matters be deferred unto your coming, which 
is daily looked for and desired of all those that would the 
king's causes should proceed in a good train. The Master of 
the Rolls is coming to Dover; w^e look for him daily; he hath 
written hither that never man bad worse cheer than be in 
France; nothing hath he done further than I wrote on to 
you in my last letters as touching his charge. 

The ambassador of Ari-agon hath liberally dealt with my 
lord Darcy;* he hath given to him all he wanted for one 
whole month after sixpence the day, and for fifteen days after, 
eight -pence the day, for every soldier more than of very duty 
he could demand. And the king our master Imth for his 
part given to him the thousand pouTids wdiich at his departiog 
liis grace lent to him; thus the king's money goeth away in 
every corner. And as touching the king's abode here, be in- 
tendeth not to depart hence till within four or five dajs 
beibre All h alio wtide on Monday next coming, his gmce pur- 



• Sent into Spain with 1500 areljers. Upon bis oiTival, TJews was 
bpotiglit tljoi a peace was concluded witL the Moors. He was lihorallv re- 
viTfu-ded, Olid dis^missed. 
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poseth to ride to London to see his ship, there to tarrjr two 

dayg, and so return hither Rf^ain, Mj lord Stra is not 

yet coming to the court; within three or four days he in- 
tendetli to be here. My lord treasui-er, at his last coming 
to the king, which was this day se*nnight, had such manner 
and countenance shown to him, that on the morrow he de- 
parted home again, and as yet is not returned to the court; 
without little help now he might be utterly, as touching lodg- 
ing in the same, excludcdj whereof in my poor judgment no 
little good should ensue: the king is minded as yet to send 
ilr. Deane, of Windsor, to the king of Scots, as ivell to 
declare the cause why he hath taken Ma ships^ and thus 
treated his subjectSj as also to bear the queen*3 bequest, for the 
which she hath instantly written. Mr. Howard marvellously 
incenseth the king against the Scots, by whose wanton means 
his grace spendeth much moneys and is more disposed to war 
than peace: your presence shall be very necessary to repre=5S 
this appetite. Other news we have none here, but that it is 
thought that the queen is with child j when other shall occur 
I shall advertise you of the same, as knowcth God, who pre- 
serve your good lordship in good health. At Windsor, in haste, 
the last day of September^ with the rude hand of your loving 
and humble priest. 

As touching the preferment of Mr. Ing, I need not write 
unto you, for I suppose he hath advertised your lordship at 
the length in that behalf, and also desired your counsel, now 
that the king bath showed him his pleasure how far the ex- 
pediiion of his matter shall be further ordered and de- 
meaned. And our Lord send you health and strength. 

Thomas Wolsey. 

To my singular good lord, mj lord of Winchester. 

Letter XXXV. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Afteh most humble commendations, my lord, I beseech yoa 
to attach no blame to me, that since my departing from you 
1 have not written to the same all such news as hatli oc- 
curred for the time; for in faith unto this day I could at- 
tain no time so to do, unless I should have written but half a 
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tale; sure I am hereof jou will marvel, but at our nesct meet- 
ing your lordship shall know the cause. And as for tbe 
matters of Spain, liow the same do go, I am sure you have 
been advertised by such writings as hath been sent to you 
from thence. Howbeit, yon sbiiU by Mr. Knight's letter, 
which I now send on to you, know in substance all that is 
written by my lord marquis John Stile or any otheri by 
the which letters I now perceive your old saying to be 
true, touching the order and pain which Englishmen will 
abide, endure; I trow their desire to return home shall be 
to the hindrance of the enterprii^e of Guyenne, equivalent to 
the king of Arragon's slackness, from whom the gentlemaa 
which was sent hither in the time of the parliament to view 
the king's artillery, a man full of words, ia lately come to 
the king, the substance of whose charge resteth only in ex- 
cusing the king his master, that his army hath not joined 
with the king's army hitherto, alleging that the danger of 
NavaiTCj with the colourable dealing of the king of the same^ 
hath been the cause of thi:g long delay; howbeit now he dare 
jeopard his life tliat both armies be joined. The king hia 
master affirmeth by the oath of a prince that he shall neither 
desist from the war, nor leave the king on to such time as his 
grace hath recovered and attained to the crown of France, 
with many other pleasant words; I pray Grod the deeds may 
follow and ensue accordingly. And as toucldng the state of 
Italy, and how also our ambassadors do in their matters, your 
lordship shall perceive by such letters as I send to the same 
in this packet, wliich when you have read, I beseech you to 
send again. 

And to ascertain you of the lamentable ajid sorrowful 
tidings and chance which hath fortuned by the sea, our 
folks on Tuesday fortnight met with twenty great ships of 
Trance, the best with sail and furaished with artillery and 
men that ever Avas seen. And after innumerable shoo ting of 
guns, and long chasing one another, at the last the Regent most 
valiantly boarded the great GiU'rick of Brest, wherein were four 
lords, three hundred gentlemen, eight hundred soldiers and 
marines, four hundred cross-bow men, one hundred gunners, 
two hundred tun of wine, one hundi-ed pipes of other wine, 
sixty barrels of gunpowder, and fifteen great bi-azen cortawds, 
with ten mernelose, a number of siset and other guns of every 
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sort; omr men so valiantly acquitted tl^emselves, that within one 
hour's fight they had utterly van(|uished with shot of guns 
and arrows the said Carrick, and slain most part of the men 
within the same. And suddenly, as they were yielding them- 
selves, the Carrick w!X3 on a flaming fire, and likewise the 
Hegent; within the turning of one hand, she was ao anchored 
and fastened to the Csrrickj that hy no means possible she 
might for her safeguard depart from the same- And so both 
in sight -witbin three hours were burnt, and most part of the 
men in them. Sir Thomas Ivnivettj who most valiantly 
acquitted himself that day, w^as slain with one gun ; sir John 
Care w J with divers others, whose names he not yet known, 
be likewise slain; I pray God to have mercy on their 
eouls. And my lord, at the reverence of God; keep these 
tidings secret to yourself, for there is no living man knoweth 
the same here, hut only the king and I. Your lordship 
knoweth right weU that it is expedient for a wMle to keep the 
same secret, to see how the king taketh the matter and be- 
haveth himself. Ye would mar\^el and much allow^ his wise 
and constant nianneri I have not, on my faith^ seen the Hke. 
And thus with hea^-y heart and sorrowful pen I make an end, 
beseeching God to preserve your good lordship. From Fam- 
hamj this morning, ia wondrous haste^ the 26th day of 
August, with the rude hand of your assured chaplain, 

Thomas Wolset. 

The residue of the French fleet, after long chasing, was by 
our folks pnt to flighty and driven off into Brest haven. 
There were six as great ships of the said fleet as the Regent 
or Sovereign; howbeit, as cowards they fled; sir Edward 
hath made his vow to God that he will never see the king in 
the face till he hath revenged the death of the noble and 
valiant knight sir Thomas Knivett. 

The letters of thanks to my lord cardinal Adrian I send to 
your lordship in this packet. 

Letter XXXVI 

WAREHAM, ARCHBISHOP OT CANTESBURT, TO WOLSEY, 

PiuEASE it your grace, I am informed by such credible per- 
sons as I have secretly caused to make privy, especially amongst 
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the clergy of my diocese and peculiar jurisdietioii, that tlieie 
is much iintowardneis in the clergy, which aa they say doth 
greatly grudge to make contrihution of the third part of the 
goods or promotions, saying tliat now they must pay the sub- 
sidy granted at tlie last convocation, which as yet they have 
not paid, neither be able to pay, as they say, neither know- 
eth where or of whom to borrow it. And in case they should 
now pay the third part of their said goods or proniotionSj they 
should live (as they say) in continual poverty, and their 
chancels, parsonages, vicarages, bai'us, and oth<^r houses, decay 
and utterly be destroyed j saying also, that if the king's grace 
should now^ and also in time to come thus by his grace'* 
letter?, missives, privy seals, or other ways, hereafter require 
aid of the spiiituality as oftentimes as it shall please his grace 
so to do, besides the grants of convocations, to which they 
acknowledge themselves bound, the church and clergy shall at 
length be put to such insiipi>ortabIe charges, as they shall not 
he able to beaiv to the utter undoing and destruction of the 
same, as they say it is almost already, and so hospitality 
should cease. 

It is reported to me also, that divei-s of the clergy say some 
of them do support their fathers:, some their mothers^ and some 
both, wliich as they fc^ay, they be boitnd to do by laws of God. 
And in case now they should be compelled to put them out 
of their houses, they &ay they should be compelled to do 
against charity, the laws of nature and laws of the church, and 
so their fathers and mothers should be constrained to ^^-o a 
begging, to their utter shame, and they themselves to live in 
misery. 

Item, it is reported that if the clerg}- bad money or knew 
how to come by it, they would right gladly contribute accord- 
ing to the king*s grace's demand; saying that for the time 
they had money tbey w-ere as glad to depart to their prince 
a^ ever was clergy, hut they have so long paid that they be 
utterly undone and can pay no morej adding, if the kin«"*s 
highness knew^ their i^overty, his grace would not demand the 
third part of the goodB of the churchj or yet any pait moi'e 
til an they have ah'eady paid and granted to pay. 

It in reported also that the king's gjace have had abeady 
of them in tenths, in loans, in subsidies, and other payments, 
to the sum, every year of his gmce*s reign, of a tenth, which 
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is sixteen tentlis, and reported that the church was never so 
continualljr charged in no kmg*s days; and if there should 
now he any new contribution demandedj the church should he 
utterlj destroyed. 

Also I am informed that the clergy do commmne amongst 
themselves, that considering that laymen which standeth only 
forth keeping of their own goods, and finding of their wivei? 
and children, will nothing gi^ant, they were ranch to be blamed 
if they would not stand for the defence of tlie goods of the 
church, ^vhich they allege to be Bona paupertim et non regitm 
neque nohiUunu 

Your grace may perceive by these reports made to me, if 
they be true^ that thei-e is a great untowardness in the clergy, 
for the which I am right sorry. In case these reports be 
true, as peradventnre a great part be, I beseech your grace 
that I may know your best advice and counsel how 1 maj 
best order myself in this behalf. And that knowing, I will 
help to the best of my power (as I would God should help 
my soul) to induce the clergy to advance according to the 
king's grace's instructions. 

Upon Thursday next ensuingj divers of the clergy within 
Tdj jurisdiction be assigned to appear before me liei*e at 
Otford, and then I shall perceive whether I shall find true or 
no such reports beforesaid as have been made unto me* And 
as I shall then find, so will I certify your grace. 

As touching the demeanours of the king's grace's subjects, 
sent unto me by bis grace's commissioners of this county, 
which partly knoweth the demeanour of them, I have written 
my letters to sir Thomas Boleyn and sir Henry Guildford, 
knightSj which letters I doubt not but your gi-ace have either 
seen or else shall shortly see. If at any time any of the said 
laymen should be sent unto the king's grace or yours, in case 
they should be there well and favourable entreated, they that 
doth abide at home will think that they should be as favour- 
able entreated. And so they would little regard this demand. 
And in case they that shall come to the king's grace and 
yours should be hardly entreated, they that be at home will 
think they shaU be as ill entreated, and peradvcntiu'c nii^ht 
cause theui to make more business at length to their own pains 
than the king*s i^race would be contented withal. And what 
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elmll be best done in this matter I commit it to your grace's 
wisdoni. At Otford, the 15tli day of April. 

At yoBr grace's commandment, 

William Cahtvar, 

To the most reverend father in 

God, and my very singular good 

lord, mj lord cardinal of York, 

legate de latere, liia good grace. 

Letter XXXVn. 

THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF YORK TO WOtSEY. 

Most reverend father in God and our most singular good 
and graeioua lord, in our most humble manner, witli 
due revexence we commend us unto your grace, to thank 
your grace^ of your most gracious kindness and good- 
ness of late showed unto us, as toucliing the dimin- 
ishing of our fee fai'm encnst the lord of Rutland, where- 
in we think that your grace was a very good and gracious 
lord unto us, and in all other causes and businesses con- 
cerning the commonweal of tlie king's grace and your grace'5 
poor city of York, beseeching your said gi-ace of continuance. 
And ioT tlie tender zeal mid ikvour that your said grace hath 
ever borne to the increase of the poor citizeiis of the said city 
that pleased your grace to obtain the king's most gracious 
letters patent under his grace's broad seal, whereby we and 
they of late shipped both wool and fell, likewise as the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Newcastle now doth. And by reason 
thereof the said citizens did daily increase in getting of goods 
as long as they continued such shippingj the which grant so 
obtained by your grace was the highest and most especial 
commodity and jewel that ever came to the aforesaid (*ity for 
the preferment and enriching of the citiKcns thereof, and also 
greatly refreshing to all the country about the same ; albeit, 
that that was otherwise rej)Orted by certain persons that did 
murmur and grudge with your gracious good act and welfare of 
their poor neighbours. And at such time as we did use and 
exercise the skipping of the said wool and fells by virtue of 
the said grant, then we were so glad thereof that we did little 
regard our old commodity in buying of lead. And at that 
time the rich merchants of London got the trade of lead as we 
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had before, and so since that time tliey iiave liad the trade and 
most part tliereof in their hands, and hath enhanced that to 
so high a priccj that we can get but little of that, where- 
lorcj most gracious lord, tlie premises considcued, we beseech 
your grace in our most humble mannerj that we may have and 
continue the shipping of the said wool and fell, according to 
the king's grant, and also free passage beyond tiie sea, with the 
little substance of lead that we liave now ready to be shipped, 
notwithstanding tlie restraint thereof made to the contrary, 
or else we are like to be utterly undone j being poor men, aa 
knoweth the blessed Trinity-, who ever more continue your 
grace in honour* At the city of York, under the seal of 
office of the mayoralty of the same, the 24th day of June. 
By yoiir grace*s most bounden and daily headmen. 

The mayor of tue city of york, and 
his brother albermen of the same. 
To the most reverend father in 
God, and their most singular 
and gracious lord, the lord le- 
gate, his grace, cliancellor of 
England. 

Letter XXXTHI. 

wolsey to the ambassabors of yjla^ce. 

My lords, I commend me unto you in right hearty manner- 
And hy the contents of your letters to me addressed, hearing 
date the 28th of December, I not only understand the good 
diligence and effectual devoir tiiat you have done, and put 
you in for the substantial sobcitiog and fruitful expedition of 
the king's cause and matter to you committed, but also the 
great conformity and towardness of the French king in the 
furtherance of the same; who, as it appear eth by the writing, 
is Wght applicable to the accomplishment as well of the con- 
yentions, whereunto he is bound by the treaties, as also to 
amoving all impedimenta that might im[)ede or let the per- 
fecting thereof; manifestly declaring thereof not only by the 
answei^ given to the lord Ligny, but also by making his sub- 
mission and oaths benevolently as a virtuous prince; and 
accounting and accepting upon him the restitution to be made 
to the king's subjects for despoils done upon the seas, and 
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taking the charge upon him for recovering of Mortaign, 
wherein he hath partly declared his mind, in his loving letter* 
to tlie king's highness addressed, but not so amply as yoiir 
letters purport. 

Whereupon the king's highness, as well for the great 
honours and comfortable cheer to you showed and made, 
since- your arrival in that realm, as for the towardness the 
said king fiho^^^eth himself to be of, not only in the entertain- 
ment of firm love and amity between the king and him, hut 
also to do unto his grace such honour and pleasure ajs he can, 
his highness hath now at this time hy his right kind and 
loving letters given unto him right special and cordial thanks, 
like as by a copy of his said letters here incloseds you shall 
perceive more at length. And well assured you may be, the 
king's highness upon sight of these your said letters, not only 
much commended your great diligence and provident dei- 
terity, in the wise conducing of these his weighty matters, 
whereby you have deserved his singular favour and thanks, 
but also took great rejoicing, consolation and comfort, in thii 
honourable J princely, and loving demeanour of the said French 
king; having good hope and confidence, that by this his con- 
stant dealing at the beginning, the amity and alliance, to the 
great comfort of their friends, and discomfort of their enemies, 
honourably and kindly commenced and begun bctw^een them, 
ah all not only proceed from good to better, but tin ally 
attain the desired end and universal weal of all Christendom. 

And as touching the king's mind and pleasure in the diffi- 
culties touched in yom' former letters, concerning the qualities 
of the hostages, I doubt not but ye have perfect knowledge 
by the king's letters, to you lately sent, containing ample in- 
structions how to order yourselves in so great a matter, as 
that is; not doubting but that after your accustomed wise and 
provident manner, you will so circumspectly order yourselves 
therein, that the best hostages as may possibly be gotten, may 
be had. Or at the least, the iinal resolution of the king's said 
letters shall be attained; wherein, as heartily as I ctm, I re- 
quire and instantly desire you to apply yourselves with all 
effect. For to this point all other princes take special regard; 
w^hereupon not only dependeth the surety of the conventions, 
but also the stopping of dishonourable bruits, which by accep- 
tation of insufficient hostages might be spread over all, which 
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is more to be pondered than the importance of Tournay, or 
any other thing thereupon depending. 

And as utito the per son al meeting of both princes, the 
viewing of the plaeCj and appoiQting the number to come 
with the said priticeSj in mine opinion je have taken a right 
substantial and discreet way; praying you efiectually to follow 
the same, always foreseeing that the number be not too great, 
in avoiding sundry incommodes and inconveniences that might 
follow thereof, as I doubt not you can right well consider. 

Finally, as touching the monthly wages appointed to the 
soldiers of Tournay after their discharge to be paid at their 
arrival in Dover; forasmuch, as ye my lord chamberlain for 
sundry causes and considerations, and especially for such pay- 
ments of debts as be owing by many of the said soldiers ia 
Toumay 

Letter XXXIX. 

WOLSET TO THE KING, (CONCERNING THE FRERCH KINO, AKB 
CERTAIN MARITIME AFFAIRS,) 

SiHj I perceived hy such writings as lately came to my hand 
from your secretary, that your gTace hath received three or 
four letters from me, of sundry dates. And forasmuch as in 
some of them nothing was contained but only news, it is not 
thought requisite any special answer he made thereunto, but 
only your gracious thanks to me to he given; which I would 
he right and glad to deserve, by all the industry, labourj and 
policy that I can use. 

And, sir, as touching those news, which at that time were 
written hj your ambassador, sir WilHam Fitz -Williams, 
touching the promise made by the French king, on his 
honour, that he would give battle to the emperor's army 
within brief time, I think, verily, that yom* said ambassador, 
as a faithful gentleman, reported no less than the French 
king spake; howbeit, by the contents, as weU of such other 
letters as I have received this day from your said ambassador, 
as by the news come from the emperor to his heir, inclosed, 
your grace shall well perceive that neither the French king 
is in such a readiness within so brief time to give battle, 
though lie promised on his honoiff so to do, nor yet that the 
news written on either party be so true that firm credence 
ought at all times to be given unto them* Nevertheless, by 



362 APPENDIX. 

provident foresight, more credence is to be given to writings 
of such as most commonly miike true reports, than of others^ 
which accustomably use to contrive news upon untrue grounds 
for the advancement of their own aJfairs. Whereunto yoor 
grace having good experience, as well in times past, as by 
the experience now occurrent, can hest judge, especially when 
the loss and damage of the French king i>e by him cauiselessly 
to your grace arrected. So that I suppose neither this cru^ 
battle is so near at Imnd, nor yet such reports, though they 
be spoken, upon his honour, be always to be believed. 

Over this, sir, whereas your grace, foreseeing the dangers, 

damages, losses, and prejudice that might ensue to yoor 

navy, and the subjects of your realm, if, in this suspect and 

casual time, they should resort to Bordeaux for thia vintage, 

like as they have been accustomably used to do heretofore, 

desired and commanded me to declare unto you ray poof 

advice and opinion what was most expedient to be dona 

therein; I calling unto me the whole number of such your 

councillors as he here with me, after long reasoning and 

debating of the said matter, finally concluded by one a^ent, 

; that such remedies as were expressed in my letter then to 

. your grace sent, were most convenable pi-ovisions to remedy 

I the said danger, bt^s, and damage. And surely, sir, if by 

I our wits and intendments, better remedies could have been 

I foreseen, the same should have been notified, and intimated 

j unto you. But inasmuch as your grace pondereth the danger 

I and casualties that may ensue, by repaiiing of your navy and 

I subjects to Bordeaux, that you count none assurance by 

I treaties, placards, proclamations, or articles, to be confirmed 

I by the princes on all parts, to suffice for that indemnity, 

and presuppose such writings and promises to be fraudulent 

and evasive allectives, to bring your said navy and subjects 

to danger; thinking also, that the sending of a convenient 

number of your small ships to Bordeaux or Leghorn, to be 

given for hriuging Gascony wines into yom' realm, should 

raise a murmur among your subjects, &c. 

Lettkh XL. 

WOLSET TO THE KIKG, (a^UT THE DANCEE OF HIS BHJFS*) 

Sm, whereas your grace, most prudently and providently 
considering the imminent dangers that may ensue, as well by 
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taking of your navy and subjects, with such goods and sub- 
staoce as they have^ and sliall bring with them to Bordeaux, 
if they should thither repair this year for vintage, as they 
have been heretofore accustomably used to do; as also ponder- 
ing the suspicion tiiat might be impressed in the French 
king's mmd, by the abstaioing of your said navy and subjects 
from thence; which jealousy might perchance cause hira to 
restrain and stop your pension, payable unto jou within brief 
time; ye not only dessire me maturely to debate and consider 
what is best to be done therein, but also to advertise your 
grace with diligence of my poor advice and opinion upon the 
same, like as in your secretfiry*s letters by your command- 
ments unto me addressed, it is contained more at length: 

Sirj when I groundly considered your provident forecast, 
as well for the conservation of your navy from damage, as 
the princely zeal that ye bear to preserve your subjects and 
their goods, with the substantial regard that ye take to your 
honour and aurety, in foreseeing politically before hand, the 
danger and damages that in this suspect time may ensue to 
your highne^ss, your realm and subjects, it is unto me one of 
most singular consolation and comfort that ever I had, 
whereby I evidently perceive that no man ciin more groundly 
consider the politic governance of your said realm, nor more 
assuredly look to the preservation thereof, than ye yourself* 
And therefore, though your grace of your goodness require 
my poor advice, yet well assured I am, ye can better provide 
remedy for the same than I can imagine or devise. 

Kevertheless, to accomplish your noble pleasure and com- 
mandment, I shall declare my poor opinion, though remitting 
always the same to your reformation and correction. 

And first, sir, albeit I suppose and think that the French 
king, troubled and infested with so many enemies and armies 
on every side, as well within his own realm, jis in the duchy 
of IVIilan, and upon the borders of Navarre, will be well 
awai'e how he attempt anything, either by land or sea, whereby 
he should give occasion to provoke you to break with him, 
and join with any of his enemies, by means whereof he might 
fall to many dangers; yet upon that ground will I not take my 
foundation. Though thi^ day the chancellor of France, after 
he had dined with me alone, without any of his colleagues, 
declared expressly, that not only the king, liis master, hath in 
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yott his most ai!ianc6, before all other princes, but also pl^f 
showed that though such advice and counsel, as I in jour 
narae, tand as your lieuttinant, should show unto him, tor the 
firm entertainment of the good amity between jour grace and 
hiiu, he had commandment to be conformable; and that both hb 
said master and he was as good Flnglish as any of youi* subjects; 
like as it should be well known, by his favourable entertaining 
of your suhjectSj repairing to any of the dominions under the 
obeisance of his said master. Whereby it appeareth, that ^ 
yet, for any broits they have no manner suspicion- 

Nevertheless, for the assured remedying of the doubtfal 
dangers by your grace foreseen and remembered, I thought 
not most surety to lean only to wordi, unless the same were 
eorroborated by available bonds and writings; therefore, he* 
sides other remedies, which I shall hereafter particularly 
declare in this my letter, I have taken this order with the 
said chancellor of France^ 

First J forasmuch as complaints be here daily made bj your 
subjects, of such depredations as be committed upon them by 
the Frenchmen, which is manifestly proved before the said 
chancelloi', and not only no redress made to some of your 
subjects upon the same, but also divers ships Iiave been 
rescued from them; whereof one, with certain Frenchmen 
apprised thereof, arrived here in your haven this day; I 
have, thereforej upon those grounds, without speaking of the 
matter of Bordeaux, caused the said chancellor to detemiinfi 
that proclamations be made throughout the realm of France 
and Britain, upon the sea coasts, that no man, under pain of 
death, shall enterprise to take any English ships or English- 
men's goods; but that all EngUsh, both by land, sea, and 
fresh water, shall have as free course in surety to pass, re- 
main, and return at their liberty, as ever they had heretofore 
in the dominions of the said French king, 

I have also moved the said chancellor to write to the king 
his master, that, over and beside the said proclamations, an 
open placard, signed and sealed by the said French king, 
shall be made and delivered to your grace; making assurance 
to aD and singular your subjects, repairing to Bordeaux, or 
any other bis dominions under his obeisance by sea or land, 
that they and every of them shall not only be favourably 
entertained, but abo sufered safely to return with their 
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shipsj gooda, and mercliandises, aecording to the treaties, 
without an J trouhle or vexation to any your said subjects* 
To the granting and expedition of which open placard I find 
tlie Baid cliancelior riglit agreeable. And albeit the French 
king be bound hereunto by treaty, yet, if contrary to the same 
treaty, proclamations, and placards, they shall attempt any- 
thing against your subjects, it may be more grievously 
arrected unto the said French king's charge, when ye shall 
make your declaration against hiju. 

And, sir^ during our abode at this diet, having the chan* 
celloT of France here, they shall uot dare to enterprise any- 
thing at Bordeaux against the goods or ships of any subject 
of your realm. And a truce, or abstinence of war, being 
taken by the commissioners of tlds diet, as I trust it shall be, 
then bostility shall cease on all parts during the truce, 
whereby your navy and ships shall be in surety. 

And yet, sir, for an abundant cartel for the safeguard of 
yonr ships and navy repairing this year to Bordeaux, I have 
devised tbree ways: wliereof the first is, that provision by 
your grace should be made in your ports, that no ship above 
the portage of an hundred or six score should pass Bordeaux 
this year, and that no multitude of ships should consort there 
together and at once, hut such a convenient number as ye shall 
think good; suffering them first to return, for knowledge how 
they have sped, before any more ships be sent forth. By which 
means not only the great ships of your realm shall he io. 
safety, but also the most part of your navy conserved from 
danger. 

The second i-emedy is this, that in case it may like your 
grace not only to U cense your subjects to bring their wines 
upon strangers' bottoms, but also give liberty to the French- 
men and Britons to bring Gascon wines to your realms upon' 
their proper ships; ye should not only have right great plenty 
of wines at better prices than it hath been accustomed to be 
sold heretofore, with tlie augmentation of your customs, but 
also relieve Flanders and the emperor's countrie^^ with wines; 
whereof during the wars they shall be destitute, if they be 
not relieved by your means. And besides that, sir, there 
shall so many French and British ships resort to your realm, 
under colour of your said licence and liberty, that you shall 
always have a good counter security and pain to take their 
ships, if they would anything enterprise against you. 
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Finally, sir, among other devices and eapittUations that wb 
be now in making for the safety and surety of the tishers, as 
well of Flanders as of France, during this herring time, I do 
intend, Leside the aforesaid provisions for the safeguard of the 
navy, to devise the articles to be concluded by the mutual 
consent of both parties, that not only yoer subjects^ with their 
ships, goods^ and merehandise^j shall surely and safely pass and 
repass through all harbours under the dominion of the em- 
peror and French king, but also that no manner of sldpaj 
strangers or others, shall be taken within their streams. By 
whicli articles the liberty of your sti'eams and territories of 
the sea shall be more largely extended and amplified, as well 
by the emperor's as the French king's express consents, by 
special articles, than ever it was lx*S)re; which articles also 
shall be a high remedy for the preservation of your navy, and 
free liberty to be given thereby unto themj freely to pass and 
repass to all coasts and countries under the dominions ancl 
obeisances of the said princes without damage. 



Lettee XLI, 

same to the same, on the same subject. 

And whereas your grace doubted not but that I, Avith your coun- 
cil here, at Calais, had had so large knowledge of the damage 
of your subjeetSj being daily despoiled on sea, as ye have 
advertised me, since both I and they would have agreed witli 
your grace in one opinion i sir, truth it is, that I had certain 
knowledge of sundry despoils done upon the sea by French- 
men, before I advertised your grace of my said poor answer 
and opinion for this Bordeaui^ voyage, which, upon their 
complaints had good redress and restitution, whereby I was 
moved to have the better trust. And since that time I re- 
ceived another letter from your secretary; wherein he w^riteth 
that two hulks, wherein were certain goods appertaining to 
Englishmeuj were lately taken by Frenchmen j the one being 
conveyed to Boulogne and the other to Frith in Scotland. 

And as touching the hulk conveyed to Boulogne, surmised 
to appertain to Birch, wherein one Roch, of London, pre- 
tendeth to have goods, I have caused some of your council 
here to bear complauita of the said Roch; and albeit the 
said Eoch neither can nor will justify the said hulk to apper- 
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tain to Birch, yet lie cliallengetli certain goods in lier, 
whereof I dooht not he shall have restitution, if he can dnlj 
prove them to he his. And as nuto the other hulk can ied 
into Scotland, I sec no remedy, hut letters to be devised 
and sped bj your grace, to be sent to the council of ScotLand, 
by the parties damnitied there to pursue for restitution. And 
if tliey he FrenehmeQ that have taken the goods, then a cer- 
tificate to be made of their names and dwelling-places, with 
a specialty of the goods taken, I shall endeavour myself with 
the chancellor of France for restitution to be made according 
to justice; and this, in effect, he all the despoils that 1 know 
newly done, Howbeit, some other pursuits have been made 
here, for redress of depredations done upon the sea about 
IVIidsuramer and before; which shall also he remedied in the 
countries where the offenders dwell; for which purpose let- 
tei*3 be delivered by the chancellor to the parties com- 
pl^nants, 

TJiis, sir, like as we heretofoiHS conformed our opinions and 
mind touching the voyage of Bordeaux, to your high plea- 
sure, so we eftsoon remit the same to your great wisdom. 

And, sir, to inquire of the Frenchmen why they take the 
Easterlings hulk, it appertainetb not to me as your lieutenant* 
For if they will pretend enmity to be betwixt the merchants 
of Dantzick and them, your grace may not conveniently let 
the same; howbeit to restore your subjects' goods being in 
them, I have and will speak accordingly. 

And whereas your secretary further writetb, that this first 
vintage may be further respited and deferred upon good 
grounds, without distrust or jealousy, by declaration of this 
manifold despoil, and cruel intreaty of your Hubjects upon 
the sea, as well by Frenchmen as Spaniards, by rea-son whereof 
it may l>e said tliey abstain from the said venture, like aa to 
good policy it appertaineth, for the servation of themselves, 
and surety of their goods; I think the same full good and 
reasonable considerations, if they take it well; howbeit to 
defer that voyage to the latter vintage at Candlemas, so timt 
by virtue of a truce to be taken here, they may then resort 
thither in surety; sir, under your favour and correction, your 
said subjects shall be in more danger going than now; for if 
some suspicion and distrust be taken now by the French 
king, as your grace judgeth by the strange entreaty of your 
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ambassador, it is to be supposed that bj that time it ahaUto 
further spread aud increased. And so I saj that if the treaty 
not yet declared broken, the placard, safe conduct, and all tk 
other remedies before touched cannot now stand in stead; 
then the abstention of war, which may be as scion broken^ 
if there be no truce, as all the other assurance, cannot then 
prevail; especially considering this omity standing yet un- 
broken betwixt you and the French king, no truce can h 
taken betwixt you and him. For taking of a truce, [)re- 
supposeth rupture of amity. And therefore this truce mu>t 
be only taken betwixt the emperor and the French king, for 
the indemnity of their subjects, which cannot help your suV 
jects. In consideration whereof, these remedies now pro- 
vided may better serve at this time than the abstinence rrf 
war then, and esjyecially the safe conduct comprised in the 
placard for all your subjects resorting to France^ which is an 
abundant cartel, though the same standing the aniity needed 
not. 

Sir, if princes accustoniably observed their safe conduclN 
to their enemies in time of open war, it is to be supposed tliey 
will not break it, standing the colour of peace and amity. 

And on the other side, the second vintage is commonly in 
February, about the Purification of our Lady, in which month 
jt is included by treaty that the emperor shall be with you in 
England; and then the distrust and jealousy shall be more 
largely imprest in the Frenchmen's minds than it is now. 
And albeit your subjects may then go surely without im- 
peachment, yet it were not possible to bring wine of the 
second vintage to serve the emperor at his coming into your 
realms. 

And whereas it is further written that by this treaty taken 
with the emperor, it is sufficiently provided for the indem- 
nity in the pension of France to be paid by the emperor, if 
the French king refuse to pay the same; sir, the matter de- 
I pendetli upon your declaration; jmd, therefore, good it were 

^H to save the next payment to be made by the French king if 
^H it might conveniently be. 

^H And whereas it is alleged, tliat my doubt is solved by 

^V mine own writing, whereas I suppose the French king shall 
E not provoke your enmity, but conserve your amity; sir, if my 

I letter be well regarded, I write that only conditionally, unless 

k 
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be be dnven thereunto bj distrust and diffidence, and so tliat 
doubt remaineth not unabsolved. 



Letter XLIL 

wolsey to king henry viil 

Sir, H may like your highnesa to understand I have tins 
hour received letters from your orator resident in the court 
of Romej mentioning how the thirteenth day of this instant 
it pleased Almighty God to call the pope*s holineass to his 
mercy, whose soul our Lord pardon, and in what train the 
matttjrs there were at that time for election of the future 
pope. Your highness shall perceive by the letters of your said 
orator, which I send unto the same at this time, whereby 
appeareth that mine absence from thence shall be the only 
obstacle, if any be, in election of me to that dignity; albeit 
there is no great semblance that the college of cardinals shall 
consent upon my being there present, because of the factions 
that be among themselves, for which cause though before 
God I repute myself right unmeet and unable to so high and 
great dignity, desiring much rather to remain, continue, and 
end my life with your grace, for doing of such poor service 
as may be to your honour and wealth of this your realm than 
to be pope, yet nevertheless remembering what mind and 
opinion your grace was of at the last vacation to have me 
preferred thereunto, thinking it should be to the honour, 
benefit, and advancement of your aiFairs in time coming, and 
supposing verily that your highness persisteth in the game 
mind and intent, 1 shall devise such instructions and commis- 
sions and other writings as the last time %vas delivered to 
Mr. Pace for that purpose, and the same I shall send to yotir 
grace by the next post, whom it may like to do farther 
therein as shall stand with your gracious pleasure, whereunto 
I shall always conform myself accortlingly ; and to the intent 
it may appear fm-tlier to your grace what mind and detei^mi- 
nation they be of towards mine advancement, which, as your 
orators write, have now at this present time the principal 
authority and chief stroke in the election of the pope, making 
in manner triumt^iratum. I send unto your Jiighness their 
several letters to me addressed in that behalf, beseeching our 
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Imrd that such one may be dioden as may be to tbe bonottr m 
God, the weal of Cbrist's church, and the betie^t of all Cbrb- 
tendom, and thus Jestis preserve your most noble and roysl 
estate* At the 3Iore, the last day of December, by your molt 
humble chaplaiD, 

T, Card*^" Eboe. 

Lktteh XLHL 

the same to the same, on the same subject. 

Sib, it may like your grace to understand that ensuiD^ tk 
tenor of my letters sent unto your highness jesterdaj, I 
have devised such commissions and letters to be sent «Dtt> 
your councillor?^ the bishop of Bath, and Ricbard Pace, iwi 
master Thomas Hannibal, jointly and severally as at the lt?t 
time of vacation of the papal dignity were delivered unto tbf 
said master Eiclmrd Pace for tbe preferment either of roc oft 
that faiiiojcr, of the cardinal de Medicis unto tlie same, whidi 
letters and commiBsions, if it stand with your gracious f !«- 
sure to have thut matter j^c t further^ it may like your highiw;sg 
of your benign grace and gootlness to sign, so to be sent to 
tlie court of Rome in such dilijrence as the importance of tbe 
same v>\\\i the lirevity of the time doth necessarily inquire, 
and to the intent alsn tliat the emperor may tlie more efle^ 
tually and speedily concur with your highness for the f^rthe^ 
ance thereof. Alheit I suppose verily that ensuing tie 
conferences and communications which he hath had witl 
your grace in that behalf!, he hath not pretermitted before 
this time to advance the same, yet, nevertheless, for the ijnh^ 
accekration of his furtherance to be given thereunto, T have 
also devised a familiar letter, in the name of your grace, to 
he directed unto his majesty, which if it may please jowr 
highuess to take tlie pain for to note with your own hand^ 
putting thereunto your secret sign and mark, being between 
your grace and the said emperor, shall undoubtedly do singular 
ix'nefice and furtherance to your gracious intent and virtuous 
purpose in that behalf; beseeching Almighty God that such 
effect may ensue thereof as may be to his pleasure, the con- 
tentation of your highness, the weal and exaltation of ymir 
most royal estate, realm, and aflairs; and howcTer the niatt«!TS 
shall chance, I shall no less acknowledge myself bonnden far 
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above aoj my deserts unto your highness tBan if I had 
attained the same, whereunto 1 would never in thought aspire, 
hut to do honour, good, and service unto your noble person and 
this your realm, and thuis Jesus pi'eserve your most noble and 
royal estate. At the More, the first day of October, by your 
most humble chaplain, 

T, Caed^^* Ebor. 

Letter XLIV. 

THE SAME TO THE SAME, (tOUCIIING THE ELECTION OF THE 
CARDINAL D£ MEDtCIS.) 

Sir, after my mov5t humble and lowly recomraeadatious, this 
shall be only to advertise your highness, that after great and 
long alt creation mid eontrariety which hath depended between 
the cardinals hi the conclave, tbey, at the la^t^ resolved fully 
and determined, the faction of France abandoned, to elect and 
choose eitber my lord cardinal de Medicis or me; which deli- 
beration coming to the knowledge of the nobler and citizens of 
Rome, they alleging that the affairs of Italy being in the train 
as they then were, it should be to the extreme danger thereof 
to choose a perscm absent, made sundry great acclamations at 
the conclave window, whereby the cardinals being in fear not 
only of tlie inconvenience like to ensue unto Italy, but also of 
their own persons, albeit they were in manner principally 
bent upon me, yet for eschewing the said danger and murmur 
by inspiration of the Holy Ghost without further difficulty of 
business, the nineteenth day of the last month in the morningj 
elected and chose the said cardinal de Medicis, who imme- 
diately was published pope, and hath taken the name of Cle- 
ment VII., of wdiich good and fortunate news, sir, your high- 
ness hath much cause to thank Almighty God. Forasmuch as 
not only he is a perfect friend, and faithful to the same, but that 
also much the rather by your means he hath attained to this; 
and for my part, as I take God to record, I am joyous thereof 
than if it had fortuned upon my person, knowing his excellent 
qualities most meet for the same, and how great and sure a 
friend your grace and the emperor be like to have of him, and 
I so good a lather, by whose assumption unto that dignity, 
not only your and the said emperor's affairs, but also all 
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Cliristendom, shall undoubtedlj come to much better and 
more prosperous perfection, like as upon the first knowledge' 
thereof the Frenchmen be already departed from Milan, and 
paj^sed a river towards France^ called Ticino. Trusting thit 
the next news which shall come from thence shall be of their 
arrival at home, wherein as I shall have further kiiowle<lg«i 
so 1 shall advertise your highness thereof accordingly. And 
thus Jesus preserve your most noble and royal estate. At 
my poor house besides Westmi aster, the seventh day d 
December, by your most humble chaplain, 

T. Card"^ Ebor. 

Letter XLV. 

WOLSEY's letter to ROME, FOR PROCURING THE POPEDOM 
TO HIMSELF, UPON POPE ADRIAN'S DEATH. 

My lord of Bath, Mr. Secretaryj and M\ Hannibal, I com- 
jTiend me unto you in mj right hearty manner; letting pii 
wit, that by letters lately sent unto me from you, my lord of 
Bath, and Mr. Hannibal, dated at Rome the fourteenth day 
of September, ^vhich letters I incontinently showed unto th^ 
king's ^race liis highnesSj I have been advertised, to our great 
discomfort, that the said fouitoenth day it pleased Almighty 
God to call the pope's holiness unto his intinite mercy, whose 
soul Jesus pardon. News certainly unto the king's grace and 
to me right heavy, and for the universal weal or quiet of 
Christendom, (whereunto his holinesSj like a devout and 
virtuous father of the holy church was very studious) much 
displeasant and contrarious. Nevertheless, coii forming our- 
selves to the pleasure of Alraiglity God, to whose calling we 
all must he obedient, the mind and intention of the king's 
highness, and of rae hoth^ is to put some lielps and further- 
ances, as much as conveniently may he, that such a successor 
unto him may now, by the holy college of cardinals, be named 
and elected, as may, with God's grace, perform, achieve, and 
fulfil the good and virtuous purposes and intents concerning 
the pacification of Christendom, whereunto our said late 
holy fatlier, as much as the brevity of the time did sufier, was, 
as it should seem, minded and inclined; which thing, how 
necessary it is to the state of Christ^s religion, now daily 
more and more declining, it is facile and easy to be considei'edj 
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and surely amongst other Christian princes there is none which 
OS ye heretofore have perfectly understood, that to this purpose 
more dedicated themselves to give furtherance, advice, and 
counsel than the emperor and the king*s grace, who as ^vell 
before the time of the last vacation as since, by mouth and by 
letters, witii report of ambassadors and otherwise, had many 
sundry conferences, communications, and devices in that 
behalf. In which it hath pleased them, far above m j merits 
or deserts, of their goodness, to think, judge^ and esteem me 
to be meet and able for to aspire unto that dignity; per- 
suading, exhorting, and desiring me, that whensoever oppor- 
tunity should be given, I should hearken to their advice, 
counsel, and opinion in that behalf, and offering unto me to 
interpone their authorities, helps, and furtherances therein to 
the uttermost. In eomprobation whereof, albeit the emperor, 
BOW being far distant from these parts, could not, nor might 
in so brief time, give unto the king's grace new or fresh 
confirmation of his purpose, desire, and intent herein, yet, 
nevertheless, my lady Margaret, knowing the inclination of 
his mind in this same, hath, by a long discourse, made unto 
me semblable exhortation ; oUbring, as well on the emperor's 
behalf as on her own, that as much shall by them be done to 
the furtherance thereof as may be possible. Besides this, both 
by your letters, and also by particular and most loving letters 
of the cardinals de Medicis, Sanctorum Quatuor, and Cam- 
peggio, with credence showed unto me on their behalf, by 
their folks here resident, I perceive their good and fast minds, 
"which they and divers others their friends owe unto me in 
that matter* And finally, the king's highness doth not cease, 
by all the gracious and comfortable means possible to insist, 
that I, for manifold, notable, urgent, and gi'eat respects, in 
anywise shall consent that his grace and the emperor do set 
forth the thing with their best manner. The circumstances 
of whose most entire and most firm mind thereunto, with 
their Ijoimteous, godly, and beneficial offers for the weal of 
Clu*istendom, which his grace maketh to me herein, are too 
long to rehearse* For which causes, albeit I know myself 
far unmeet and unable to so high a dignity, minding rather 
to Hve and die with his grace in this his realm, doing honour, 
service, g(X»d, or pleasure to the same, than now (mine old 
days approaching) to enter into new things; yet, nevertheless. 
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for the ^eat zeal imd perfect mind 'wrhich I bave to tiie 
exalfation of tba Cbristian faith, the honour, weal, and surety 
of tlie king's grace and the emperor, and to do mj duty bodi 
L to Almighty God and to the world, I referring everything to 
f God's disposition and pleasure, shall not pretermit to declae 
unto you such things us the kinor's highness hath especiilly 
willed me to signify unto you, on his graee's behaJf, who iDcei 
effectually willeth and desireth you to set forth the smifi^ 
omitting nothing that may be to the furtherance thereof, U 
his special trust is in you. 

First, ye shall understand, that the mind and entire de- 
sire of his highnesSj above all earthly things, is, that IshouM 
attain to the ^aid dignity, having his. perfect and fii-m ho^ 
that of the same shall ensue^ and that in brief time, a geoo^ 
and universal repose, tranquillity, and quietness in Christea- 
dom, and as great renown, liouour, protit, and reputaticn 
to this realm sls ever was; besides the singular conifort and 
rejoice that the king's grace, with all his friends and subjects 
should take thereof; who might be well assured thereby, to 
compone and order their great causes and affaii's, to their 
high benefit, commodity^ and most advantage. For this, and 
other great and urgent causes, the pleasure of his highness is, 
that like as ye my lord of Bath, and Mr, Hannibal, have riglit 
prudently and discreetly begun, so ye all, or as many of you 
as be present in the court of Rome^ continue your practice^ 
overtures, motions, and labours, to bring and conduce thii 
the king's inward desire to perfect end and effect. 

And because it is not to l>e doubted, but that before the 
receipt of these my letters, ye having former instructions, 
shall liave far entered your devices in this matter, wherein 
the king\H grace trusteth ye do lose no time or opportunity 
that possibly may be had, I shall therefore, briefly and com- 
pendiously touch suck these things, as the king's highness 
would ye should substantially note in this behalf. 
^_^ One is, that albeit ye both before^ and also now, know tb« 

^B king's m.ind and desire herein, as is aforesaid, taking that for 
^™^ your foundation; yet nevertheless, forasmuch as it appearett 
t by your said letters, and otherwise, that the cjirdinal de Me- 

■ dicis, whose preferment (if tJiis may not be had) both the 

^^ king*s grace and I tendereth above all other, mindetU to ex- 
^f Tieriment what may be done for himself, great policy and dex- 

^ a 
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terity is in jour laboors and communications to be used, so 
that ye may Bsst, by great ensetirtjh and inquiry, perfectly 
understan Jj as nigh as may be, the disposition, mind, afiection, 
mid inclination, as well of the said cardinal de Medicis, as of 
nil the residue, if it be possible; which thing^ well known, well 
pondered and considered, ye shall thereby Imve a great light 
to the residue of your huftiness, wherein alw^ays ye must so 
order yourselves, tbat the matter appearing unto you much 
doubtful and uncertain, your particular practices (tlie desired 
intent perad venture failing) shall not because of displeasure 
or unkindness be noted bj any that may be elected; and 
for your introduction herein, the king's grace sendeth unto 
you at this time two commissions under his great seal, the 
one couched under general words, without maki!>g mention 
of any pai"tieuhir person ; and in the otlier^ his highness hath 
made mention of nie by special name: besides that, yc shall 
receive herewith two letters from his grace to the college of 
cardinals, with copies of the same; the one in special recom- 
mendation of me, and the other in favour of the cardinal dc 
Medicis; beside such other particular letters m my recom- 
mendation to certain cardinal, and other, as by the copies of 
them herewith inclosed ye sbaU now pexceive. After the 
receipt thereof, if the cardinals before that time shall aiot be 
entered into the conclave^ ye taking you^ commodit}^, as by 
your wisdom shall be thought most expedient, shall deUver 
unto the cardinal de Medicis the king's letters and mine to 
him addressed, showing unto Idm, with as good words and 
manner as ye can, that for Ms great virtue, wisdom, experience, 
and other commendable merits, with the entire love and favour 
whicii the kiug*s grace and I bear unto him, thinking and re- 
puting hira most meet and able to aspire unto the papal dig- 
nity before all other, ye have commandment, commission, 
and instruction, specially and most tenderly, to recommend 
him ynto the whole college of cardinals^ having also the king's 
and my letters to them in his favourj upon ^vhich declaration 
ye shall perceive his answer to be made unto you in that he- 
half; whereupon, and by knowledge of the disposition of the 
residue, ye may perceive how to govern yourselves in the de- 
livery of the rest of your said letters, for in case it may 
evidently appear unto you that any of the cardinals, to whom 
the king's letters he directed, liave firmly established their 
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nunds upon the said cardinal de Medi<fis, the more circum* 
spection h to be osed Tvitii any such in the deliVery to him 
of tilt! king's letters, and overture of the secretness of jour 
minds touching ine; considering that if the king's intent mij?bl 
in nowise take effect for me, Iiis grace would, before all other, 
advance and further the said cardinal de Medicis- ^everthe* 
lesSj if either by his answer to be made unto you, or by other 
good knowledge, ye shall perceive that he hath so macy 
enemies !iereia, that of likelihood he cannot attain the same, 
ye may he the more hold to feel his mind how he is incHnedto- 
wai'ds me; ^sayingj as indeed the king's grace hath written unta 
him, that in case he should fail thereof, the king^'s highness 
would insist as much as to his grace were possible^ for me ; whicli 
ye may say were in manner one thing, considering that both the 
cardinal de Medicis and I bear one mind, zeal, and studyi to 
the weal and quiet of Christen dom, the increase and surety 
of Italy, the benefit and advancement of the emperor^s and 
the king*s majesty's causes; and I being pope, lie in a manner 
(whom I above all men love, trust, and esteem) i^ere pctpe, 
being sure to have everything according to his mind and de^ 
sire, and as much honour to be put unto him, his friends and 
family, as might be devised in such wise: that by these and 
other good words and demonstrations, ye may make him 
sure, as I think he be, that failing for himself, he with all hk 
friends do their best for me; and seeing no hkelihood for him 
ye may then right well proceed to your particular labour and 
practises for me, delivering the king's letters both to the 
college of cardinals^ and to the other, apart, as ye shall see 
the case then to require; and soliciting them, by secret 
labours, alleging and declaring unto them my poor qualities, and 
how I having so great experience of the causes of Christen- 
dom, with the entire favour which the emperor and the king's 
grace bear unto mc; the knowledge also, and deep acquaint- 
ance of other princes, and of their great atfairsj the studious 
mind that I have ever been in, both to the surety and weal of 
Italy, and also to the quiet and tranquillity of Christendom; 
not lacking, thanked be God, either substance or liberality 
to look largely upon niy friends; besides the sundry great 
promotions, which by election of me should be vacant, to be 
disposed unto such of the said cardinals, as by their true and 
l^fast friendsMp had deserved the same; the loving familiarity 
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unto Eome; whither also I should not d 
more of the Christiaii princes, being 



also which they should find in me; and that in my nature 
I am not m great dispose to rigour or austereness, but 
can be contented, thanked be God, fiiinklj^ pleasantly, and 
courteously, to participate, dispose, and bestow such things 
as I have, or shaU come to my disposition, not having any 
such faction, family, or kinsman, to -vviiom I might show 
any partiality iu bestowing the promotions and goods of 
the church; and which is highest to be regarded^ that is 
likely, and in manner sure, that by my means, not only 
Italy shall be put in perfect surety for ever, but also a final 
rest, peace, and quiet, now most necessary to be established 
betwixt all Christian princes; whereupon the greatest and 
most notable expedition might he made against the infidels 
that hath been heard of many years. For the king's high- 
ness in that case w^ould he contented, and hath fully promised, 
God willing, to come in person, when God shall send time, 

doubt to bring many 
princesj being determined, if God 
should send me such grace, to expone mine own person in 
God's quarrel ; by means of which my presence many things 
should be stated, that for superiority and otherwise, in times 
past, hath been occa^sion of disagreement amongst princes; 
albeit, peradventure, the greatest respect shall not now be 
bad hereunto, nor this he the best elective to win the cardi- 
nal's favotir; wherein you must therefore use yourself hj your 
wisdoms, as you shall see the time, sesison, and care to require^ 
assuring them, for the removing of the doubt in changing 
of the see, or not speedy repair thither, that after the election 
once passed and notified to me, I w^ould not fail, by God's 
grace, w^ithin three months to be in Rome; there, and in the 
parts thereabout, to remain during my life, whereof ye may 
make faithful assurance. By these, and other good means and 
promises on the king's behalf of large rewards, which bis 
highness referrcth to your discretion, and is contented to per- 
form that which ye do therein, it is not to he doubted but that 
you shall obtain the favours of many of them; so as if respect 
may he had to the honour of the see apostolic, and the surety 
of Italy, the tranquillity of Christendom, the defence of the 
same against the infidels, the exaltation of the faith, the per- 
secution of Christ*s enemies, the increase and weal of the college 
of cardinals, with their advancement and promotion, gentle, 
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frank, and liberal entertaiDnieiit of ikem^ and general^ 

to the benefit of all holy church. The king's grace sappoeetli 
his mind and desire herein, with all your good tiieaniv dili- 
gence, and solid tati Olid, is not unlike to take good eJect; 
wherein, for the more authority, and better conducing o( 
jour purpOi^j the pkasure of his grace is^ that jou join witk 
the emptiror's ambaBsadors, as far as you may see and per- 
ceive thera to favour this the king's intent, like as liis grticc 
thinketh, that according to the often conferences, communi- 
cations, promiseSj and exhortations made by the emperor to 
me in this behalf, and according to my said lady Margaret's 
desire or offer, they liave commandment to do. lu the politic 
handling of all which matters, the king's highness putteth in 
you his special trust and contidenee, so to order yourself in 
the premises, as you shall perceive to accord with the inward 
desire of Ms grace, and the state and disposition of the thing 
there; for which purpose h^ grace hath furnished you at 
this time, jointly or severally, ivith two sundry commissions^ 
the one general for me, and in my favour^ by the Vkrliich yon 
have ample authority to bind and promise, on the king^s 
behalf, as well gift of promotionsj as also lai*ge sums 6i 
money to as many and such as you shall think eonvenient; 
and sure ye may be, whatsoever ye shall promise and bind bis 
grace to do in that behalf, his highness will inviolably 
observe, keep and perform; the other s}iecial, as afore letters 
to the college of two effects, the one for the cardinal de 
Medic is, and the otlier for me^ w ith other pai^ticular letters 
in mj favour; all which his pleasure is, tliat you gliall use in 
manner and form aforesaid; that is to say, if you shall per- 
ceive the affair of the cai'dinal de Medicis to be in such per- 
fect train that he is like to have the same dignity, ye then 
proceed to that which may be his furtherance, using never- 
theless your piirtieular labour for me, if you think it may do 
good, ailer sucli sort as ye shall not conceive any ingratitude 
or un kindness tlierein. And if you may see tliat the said 
cardinal de Medicis be not in such great likelihood thereof, 
then considering that the king's grace and I think verily he 
win do his best for me, ye shall effectually set forth your 
practices for attaining and winning as many friends for me 
as possible may be, delivering your letters for the intent, as 
^j'ou shall see cause. Wherein you being furnished for both 
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purposes, stnd also having one of the commissions general and 
indilfereiit, without aiij person therein specially recom- 
mended, things to be done or omitted, as you shall know to 
stand with the state or commodity of the affiiirs there, and 
with the ground of the king's mind to you now declai'ed^ 
which shall be your best and perfect instraction; and as you 
shall do or know herein, so the king's grace desireth you 
often and speedily to advertise me, by your letters, having no 
(Joubt but that his highness will see your travels, diligence, 
and pains in this behalf, bo to be considered, as you shall 
have cause to think the same well employed and bestowed. 

And my lord of Bath, as you do know well, because Mr* 
Pace, at the time of the last vac4ition, was sent purposely 
from hence with commission and instruction for that matter'; 
the king and I, supposing that upon knowledge of this news, 
he being at Milan, would incontinently repair unto Rome, 
hath therefore made the foresaid commissions, and also this 
letter to be directed unto you, ]ointly and severally willing 
you, in such substantial and discreet wise to proceed in that 
matter, not forbearing any thing that may be to tlie further* 
ance thereof, as his* grace, and mj special trust, is in your 
And thus most heartily fare you well. At my manor of 
Hampton -courts the 4th day of October. 

[ 77ie rest h in the cardinaPs mvji ha ml. 2 
My lord of Bath, the king hath wiUed me to write unto you, 
that his grace hath a mai'vellous opinion of you; and you 
knowing his mind as you do, his higimess doubteth not but 
this matter shall be by your policy set forth in such wise, as 
that the same may come to the desired cifect, not sparing any 
reasonable offers, which is a thing, that amongst so many 
needy pei-sons is more regarded, than perchance the qualities of 
the person; ye be wise, and ye wot what I mean; trust your- 
self best, and be not seduced by lair words, and specially of 
those wliich (say what they will) desire more their own pre- 
ferinent than mine. How belt, great dexterity is to be used; 
and the king thinketli that all the imperials ahall be clearly 
with youj if faith be in the emperor and theyoang men, which, 
for the most part being needy, will give good ears to fair 
offers, which shall be undoubtedly performed. The king wil- 
leth you neither to spare his authority, or Ms good money or 
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substance. You may be assured, whatsoever you promise 
shall be performed; and our Lord send jou good speed. 
Your loving friend, 

T. Casd"* Ebor. 

Letter XL VI. 

THE SAME TO THE SAME, (UPON KNOWLEDGE OF THE P0PE'= 
ELECTION.) 

3Iy lord of Bath, IVIr. Secretary, and Mr. Hannibal; 1 
recommend me unto you iu my right hearty manner; since my 
writing unto you, 1 have at sundry times received youi* let- 
ters of the last of October and nineteen t!i of November, 
wherein to the king*s and my good and full coutentation p 
have right diligently adverti^sed me of such things coming to 
your knowledge as have succeeded in those parts, as well con* 
cerning the cardinals then Jjeing in conclave as otherwise, 
and how after long altercations and sundry contrarieties which 
seemed to be amongst the cardinals, at last, by the grace and | 
inspiration of the holy spirit^ they agreed and condescended 
upon my lord cardinal de Medicis, whom the said nineteenth 
day they elected and published pope, taking tlie name of 
Clement the Seventh, with other matters mentioned and com- 
prised in your said letters more at large, for the which 
your substantial good and speedy advertisements, by me al- 
ways showed and declared unto the king's highne^JSj liis grace 
and I give unto you most special and hearty thanks, nametji 
for the desired news of the said election, which I assure you 
to be as much to the king s and mj rejoice, consolation, and 
gladness, as possibly may be devised or imngined ; for wliicli 
cause his highness and I, in sign, token, and approbation of 
the singular comfort which we take in the same, not abiding 
or tarrying for uny intimation to be made thereof, either by 
the pope's holiness now elect, or by the college of cardinals, 
thought convenient and requisite vnth diligence to speed 
unto you letters congratulatory directed unto the pope's holi- 
ness, whereby the same may perceive the entire love and 
most cordial affection that his grace and I continually bear 
unto him, which letters congratulatory being herewith, you 
the effect shall perceive by the copies of the same here in- 
closed, the king*s mind and pleasure is that ye^ taking a con- 
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yenient time for that ptirpose, shall in due, requisite, and most 
loving manner present and deliver unto the pope's holiness — 
that 15 to say: 

First, the king's letters and afterwards mine, making suck 
humhlej heart J, filial, and obedient conimendations on the 
behalf of his grace, and of me apart, as to the most entire 
affection and devout mind which he beareth unto Ms holiness, 
you do know to be for either of ua meet, convenient, and 
concordant. After the reading whereof, ye shall show and 
declare unto his holiness at length, what joy, comfort, and 
gladness it is both to the king's highness and me to perceive 
and understand that once in our lives it hath pleased God, of 
his great goodness, to provide and send such a pastor and 
governor unto iiis church, as his grace and I have long and in- 
wardly desired; who, for his virtue, wisdom, and other high and 
notable qualities, merits, and deserts, we have always reputed 
the most worthy and able person ia this world to aspire and 
be caUed to that dignity. And, for my part, I have in this 
behalf attained that thing which 1 have entirely and cor- 
dially longed for and desired; assuring you that I cannot 
with my tongue or pen express the imvard joy wkich I have 
taken and do take to serve; for surely besides the manifold 
particular causes moving the king's highness, and me most 
especially, to desire the exaltation, weal, and comfort of so 
faithful and so constant a friend as his lioliness hath been 
ever unto us, having firm and undoubtful hope, that the 
sincere love and constant affection heretofore surely esta- 
blished, rooted, and knit, is, and shall be for ever most 
assuredly permanent and indissoluble on either part, lOs grace 
and I consider the present calamities, troubles, dissensions, 
jars, variances, discords, wherewith Christendom is all over 
vexed, afflicted, and inquieted, besides many other enormi- 
ties, perils, dangers, and mischiefs, whereby the state thereof 
is greatly and piteously compelled to decline; for the succour 
of which infirmities none so apt and convenient a medicine 
w^ould have been exhibited in this stormy season, as by the 
provision oP God to have a pope and head, which both may, can, 
and will endeavour himself to repair and restore the same 
unto the due perfection; whose assumption is undoubtedly to 
be reputed a due gift of God only, and an act most fortunate 
and gracious, and chanced in a most convenable time and 
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aemaoni for which the kin^^a grwce and I hsive ^ren and do 
give unto the Almighty God as loving thanks ms may ht 

And ye may assure his hollDess, that the king's gi*<^» ^ 
an obedient and most loving soiiy and ns a most pioos lod 
Tirttious prince, will not fail effectualljr, firmlj, and ooft- 
stantly to join and concur with hinij in all things which 
fiomid to his honour, weid, and sui-ety, the tranquillity, qnk 
and repose of Christendom, offering hh grace's aiathority, 
puissance, relief, and blood, for the furtherance tin !Vi f ; 
the uttermost. Like as I aLso, as a most devout : 
member of his, shall not fail to employ my wit, stu. . , , ^ , j, 
substance, and ]ife to do unto his holiness all the service nd 
pleasttre to me possible ; as, by the coDtinual experien^ • 
the ftaoie, shall assuredly pi-ove from time to time, ^v[ ■ 
soever and so soon as the ease shall require. All wDicij 
matters ye shall extend with the be^t most hearty and \o\w!, 
words and demonsti^ations that you can devise, in such wb« 
as his lioliness may thereby perceive the aBsnred mind and 
cordial affection which the kiug's grace and I do bear unto 
the same. Over this, ye shall show unto the pope's holiDP^ 
that, albeit the king's highness was resolved and determined 
that his army, beintr in France, having there right g«jd 
success with honourable victory, should have remained there 
all this winter, having made their way and entry into the 

bowels of France without resistance; the town of ^ oeir 

to the river of , taken by dedition, and the castles toA 

walls thrown down; the town of Bray, situate upon the etid 
river^ mightily fortified, and by the enemy valiantly defended, 
by strength gotten and acquired; and the said enemies bj 

their loss profligated; the towTi of , six leagues beyonS 

the said river, after approaches fire and battery made tliere* 
unto, Avherein were Poiitreray and divers noblemen, 
five hundred tbotmen and live hun<lred spears riirnished ' 
them, after a eoniiict miide, wherein were taken Monsietif 
l>annaville and tw^o otlier great men of arms, and as mmj 
slain, besides sixty footmen, and sixty men-at-arms, and m 
many slain by the kirig*s lieytenant to the use of the king*i 
highness, as parcel of his inheritance of his reahn of FraiMSSi 
rei^idered and delivered the towns of Roy and - — — ^ with 
other towns and castles also taken. And the said army^ 
being upon way of Travers of the realm of France, towards 
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the town called Larm* in Limoges, where they should be in 
convenient readiness, both to proceed straight to Paris, also 
to join with tlie duke of Bourbon, and such as with the 
ten thousand lance-knightSj being at the king's charge 
he had with him ; for which purptose, also, the number of 
eight thousand fVe^sh soldiers, horsemen and footmen, were 
prepared for their inforcement, mid passed on their w ay nnto 
Dover, and other places on the sea coast, ready to take 
passage; the king's army being also sulhciently and amply 
furnished of money for their continnance, and the sum of a 
hundred thousand crowns sent unto Bay Samson for the 
payment of the lance-knights from month to months so, as on 
the king's part, nothing was lost or pretermitted, w hich ought 
or conveniently might have been done for the continuance of 
this ivinter war, w^hereby the enemy, disturber of the quiet 
in Christendom, might the rather be enforced to know and 
inform himself, or else sutler so largely, thnt his temerity 
should thereby be mitigated and repressed- yet such fervent 
colds reigned at that time, with other divers incommodiate 
weather, that fir^t the lance-knights, being under the leading 
of the count Felix, and ready to join with the duke of 
Bourbon, partly by means thereof, and partly (as is aforesaid) by 
coiTuption, abandoned the field, and after a great bounty taken, 
retired into their connti-ies, and that army thereby at tins time 
clearly dissolved. The duke of Bourbon also passed towards 
Spain by the way of Italy; and over that, the horses and the 
beasts which di*ew the king*s and emperoi*s artillery, and 
other carriages, died daily and nightly in such number, that 
there remained not enough in dry weather to remove the 
same, and, continuing t^vo or three days longer, they should 
have been fain to leave the said artillery for lack of carriages, 
w^hieh could not then for a long season have been recovered- 
Men also passing hy the way, as well Englishmen as Bur- 
gundians, perished lor cold in so great number, that a pity it 
was to see. And, finally, tliere w^as such lack and default in 
payment of the Eurgundians that, for that and other considera- 
tions before specified, the diike of Suficdk and count de Buren, 
leaders of the common anny for the king and emperor, could 
see no other remedy but for a time to withdraw themselves in 
some sure place in towns, for release and succour of their 
men and beiists, or else utterly to lose the same, leave the 
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artillery, and put the common affair in extreme hazard; like 
as they by common assent retired unto Valencia, taking ^ 
also, in their way, certain castles and places of Boybeti 
and Beonerroy, which, being delivered by the duke of 
Suifolk to the BurguncHans, to be kept to the king's use, 
were since by the said Burgundians abandoned and fof* 
saken. And finding the time of the year clearly unsea- 
sonable, of new to proceed and return unto the enemy's 
country, they» by mutual accord^ agreed to discharge their 
said armies till the beginning of the next spring of the 
year, leaving every thing in such state and order as Ihey - 
may then right speedily be ready to proceed again untij 
their enterprises. And forasmuch as, the said aiiuy being 
beyond the sea, chanced the death of the pope Adrian, and 
the election of the pope's holiness being unto that dignity, ly 
means whereof it is uncerttiin wjiat further direction shall U 
taken for his holiness and states of ItJily for the year now en- 
suing and coming, especially the affairs of the duchy of MiJim 
being in better train than they were. It is thought by tJie 
king's highness and his counsel necessary and requisite, that 
ye, showing unto the pope's holiness the said success, witB 
the iirm and constant mind wliich the king's grace is of to 
perfect these other victories with, in case other princes, to 
w^hom, as well for their particular causes, as the tranquillity 
of all Christendom it appertaineth, will do the semhkbie, 
shall desii^ his lioline&s to ascertain liis highness of his mind 
in this behalf, showing unto him not only the virtuous 
grounds why their common enterprises be attempted against 
him who, by his inordinate ambition, annoys and affects all 
Christendom, and how much the repressing of hiin shall 
sound to the pleasure of God, the weal of Christ's church, the 
surety of the pope's holiness, and of all Italy, which have 
been the principal causes moving the king's grace to express 
his labour, travail, pain, subjects, aud assistance with his sub- 
stance, for reformation thereof; but also such things as for 
this present time be thought good and profitable to prosecute 
war against the common enemy, wltich he these: — 

First, the honourable grounds moving the emperor and the 
king now last into these wars of France* 

vSecondly, the firm conjunction which is contracted betweea 
the emperor and the king. 
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Thirdlj, the base estate whereunto the French king is 
brought, being exhaust of monej, and his subjects not able to 
contribute more unto him. 

Fourthly, his horsemen greatly diminished, without likeli- 
hood liow he may repair them. 

Fifthly, the revolting from him of the duke of Bourbon, 
liaving r500 gcntleraen in France sworn unto his part. 

Sixthly, the mindful hatred that the French king bath 
amongst all Ms commons, the fear that he is in by the distrust 
of hia lords, not knowing which of them are his friends or his 
enemies; the doubt lest that the French king hath amongst 
all his commons (not being pressed) may gather friends and 
fortify places now weak, which afterwards by peace may be 
impregnable; the dishonour which the French king hath 
taken in Italy, the consideration between the states of Italy, 
the abandoning of the French king by the Venetians by 
reason of the new elected pope, shall declare themselves more 
sincerely for the emperor and the king*a grace than before; 
the way and means found on this side for entering the bowels 
of France without besieging any strong places; the example 
of small resistance against the duke of Suifolk, and serablably 
against the emperor on that side on Spain, and faculty to win 
the people's favours; the discourage of the French king by 
disappointment of the Scottish invasion, and flying of the 
duke of Albany; the annoyance abeady done to the Scots not 
being mrfided or able to continue their wars; the readiness 
wherein the emperor and king's ships, artillery, and ordnance 
^s in ; the goodly suras of money granted to the emperor jmd 
the king by their lords and commons; the likelihood that the 
French Idng once pressed shall not be able of a long season 
to be again so insolent, whereby an end shall be of the wars 
in Christendom for many a day; and, finally, the great un- 
certainty whicli is to be reckoned in obeisance of any con- 
ventions to be made by the French king concerning the same 
peace or truce, which he will no longer observe than shall be 
for his own benefit. 

These things well and substantially considered, the king's 
special trust 19, that the pope's holiness {who hath always had 
fervent inclination to those matters, as to a virtuous cardinal 
and honourable member of Christ's church appertaincth) will 
^now that it hath pleased Almighty God to constitute and 
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ordain him to be head of the eame) no less tender the weil 
and quiet of Christendom than he hath hitherto been i 

desirous thereof, which shall be the highest merit and hooo 
that in this his beginning bis holiness may or can attain. 
Wherefore the king's instant desire is to know assuredly 
whereunto his grace may trust, and what expectation hi 
highness may have of perfect favour and efiectual assistance 
from tliose parts, without any more outward demons tratioas 
to be made therein than shall be entireJy and sincerely accom- 
plished, for as yet hitherto the king's grace, for the inward 
zeal which he hath to the weal of Christendom, hath in a 
manner borne the most and weightier buithen of these wars^ 
and most effcctuaUy hath proceeded unto the same^ observing 
all promises without variance, delay, or alteration, others have 
been more slack and remiss than shall be now convenient or 
needful to reliearse, and hitherto no profit hath come unto bis 
highness, but only honourable renown for his graciouB fliid 
virtuoua mind and intent, though other be in state and ooa- 
dition more meet to their purpose, praise and hearken to a 
perpetual peace, which in process shall be but a colour an<l 
shadow of goodness rather than that thing whereof may < 
in the issue a perfect and general estabHshment of rest i 
peace in all Christendom, 

The premises well and substantially considered, it shall not 
only be a virtuous and meritorious, but also a faithful act, for 
the pope's holiness to declare his full mind, resolution, and 
intent, plainly herein to the king's grace (who hath always 
been inclined to do unto the holy church, and particulm-ly to 
the pope now being, as much honour as hath been in the 
faculty and power of his grace) who may by such loving 
knowledge as sliall be given unto him by the pope's holiness, 
order and train his weighty matters and causes accordinglj: 
for his holiness after so many gratitudes to the holy see 
apostolic, heretcdbre most largely extended, is now desirous 
and minded to experiment and see what correspondency shaU 
be showed unto his grace for recovery of such portions as 
belong to his most mighty titles and inheritance detained and 
witliholden by the common enemy, like as to policy, wisdom, 
and good reason doth appertain, and to the intent that scm* 
blable knowledge may be had of the minds, intents, and db- 
pofiitiona, as well of the VenetianB as also of the duke of 



LETTERS TO AND FROM WOLSET. 387 

Milan, how they will concur for the anBoyance of the enemy; 
the king*s mind is eitber hy ymir special letters to be sent 
unto Venice, or by such other good means as you shall think 
convenient, ye do enseareh* know, and understand the incli- 
nation, mind, and resolution of the VenetianSj which had, the 
king's highness is contented that Mr. Secretary mid ilr. Han- 
nibal, in consideration of your long demurs in these parts, 
shall return home, passing by the duke of Milan, for know* 
ledge of his intent and mind in the premises for which pur- 
pose letters of credence shall be a sufficient instruction lor 
you in such things as shall be needful to be commanded at 
this time. 

Furthermore, ye shall on the king's l^half show unto the 
pope*s holiness, that if the same he mindt^d to establish and 
further universal peace in Christendom, none so good or con- 
venient way or means c^m be devised to compel the common 
enemy to come unto honourable and reasonable conditions, as 
at this time to press him earnestly ^md by all ways podsible,. 
Wherefore^ amongst other annoyances to be done unto him as 
well on that side as of the countries of Spain and on tiiis side* 
it shall be in any ways requisite and expedient, that the duke 
of Bourbon (wheresoever he be at this present time, either in 
Italy, Spain, or elsewhere,) shall with all possible and con- 
venient diligence repair straight hither to the king's grace, 
with whom his highness h minded to conclude on the em.- 
peror's behalf and his own sucli notable things for annoyance 
of his said enemies as (God willing) shall be for the high 
furthexance of the common cause and affairs; and for that 
c^use you shall desire his holiness to put his hand and help, 
that in anywise the said duke of Bourbon may repair hither, 
(as is aforesaid,) and solemnly, if be remain in those parts, 
you may confer with him upon his speedy coming, as also to 
assure that the king's highness will be glad and very joyous 
to se^ him within this realm, being minded to accept and 
entertain him in most kind and lo™g manner, and to take 
such way with him by the emperor's consent, concurrence, 
and. agreement for the enterprises to he achieved and done 
with all diligence, as shall be to his most surety, honour, and 
weal, whereas, if he should refuse to come unto the king's 
grace for order to be taken in the present atfairs, his highness 
is not minded to charge himself further than he hath done, 
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for any assistance to be giyen unto the said duke; and thii» 
"bjr all good means to you possible you shall advance and solicit, 
stA well with the pope*s lioUness as othenvise, that no tract or 
delay be used thereinj but that to avoid loss of time (wliidi 
cannot be reeovered) the said duke may accelerate his oDmiag 
I into this realm; and in case, after the thing perfected with the 
I king's grace, he shall think good to pass into Spain, yet the 
I most requisite way for the substantial promotin*^ of all tlie 
I common affairs were to pass by the king's grace, if he be not 
I passed already ont of Italy, ascertoining you that the king's 
highness hath sembliibly written unto the emperor, that if 
before the arrival of these letters the said duke shall have 
L fortuned to take the sea towards HpaioT the emperor shall 
I upon his coming to liim cause hira to use all possible diligence 
I in his coming hither, hke as I am sore the emperor, knowing 
I the importunity of the matter, will do accordingly; albeit, 
I that in the beginning of this letter it is mentioned that the 
I iing's grace, not abiding nor tarrying any intimation to be 
I made by the pope's holiness of his electiouy doth send now his 
'letters congratuhitoryj {as is aforesaid,) yet nevertheless I ad- 
Tertise you to be kept unto yourself, that I have received with 
convenient diligence at several times, not only your letters of 
the third day of December, but also of the 18th of the same. 
In the first ivas contained matter of right good effect 
whereat the king's highness and I take singular rejoice and 
L comfort to hear and perceive the pope's holiness was of so 
I good mind and inclination towards the emperor and the king's 
I affairs, minding either to concur with him effectually in case 
|lie may be advertised they intend to continue and prosecute 
the wars after this winter, or else, if the emperor be not 
able so to do, his holiness doing secretly as much as he should 
be bound to do, (if he as pope did enter the league) would 
keep himself in such state as he might he mediator. That 
after the French king should offer such peace unto them both 
as Bhould stand with their honour, wherein his holiness then 
(as ye affirmed) had great hope with other good matters con- 
tained in your said former letters, howbeit the last seena to be 
of anolhei" sort, considering that (as ye write) his holiness 
giveth to much hearkening unto the French cai'dinals with 
other matters therein contained sounding rather to an nppear* 
ance of overmuch inclination to the French party and their 
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practices aod abuses tlian unto Iiia firm adhering unto the 
king and emperor. Wherefore the king*a highness and I oot 
a little marvel, having made these our special trust and con- 
fidence, that upon your declaration unto him of the king's mind 
and latent, with the great reasons and urgent considerations 
specified before in our letters, why the common eaeray shall 
be earnestly pressed, without which he will never be induced 
to any reasonable puiut, his holiness ensuing that which hti 
wrote in your former letters will effectually concur with the 
king and the emperor's, either declaring himself to accept the 
league, if the emperor and the king will continue the wars, 
■and making also some new league with the king's grace and the 
emperor, (as your said letters purport); or else, if the emperor 
shall not be furnishe*! for the said continuance, to produce by 
policy an lionourable and profitable peace, (as is aforesaid); 
for you may say unto his holiness, that, of all persons living 
which might have aspired unto this dignity, the king's and 
my entire confidence is that none would or could be more 
favourable unto the emperor and king's aifairs than he. And 
it were not honourable that Ms holiness {being cardinal of 
the league, with other things sounding to the pejichment of 
the common enemy) should now, being pope, find fault or 
exception at the same; and sure may he be, that whatsoever 
practice of the Frenchmen shall set forth with him, he shall 
find them but abuises, wherein his holiness hath good experi- 
ence in time^ past, knowing right well that they will neither 
observe nor keep anj of their conventions or promises longer 
than shall stand with their commodity and profit. Besides, 
his holiness not adhering and concurring effectually with the 
king and emperor, it should be an occJision for them to think 
no small ingratitude for the same, and, therefore, their causes 
and affairs should be greatly hindered, and the reputation of 
the emperor furthered greatly, who by that means should be 
further from any good or reasonable way to be taken than he 
is now; and consequently, the enemy prospering in Italy, and 
the king and the emperor despairing of the pope's entire 
favour, what a danger as well the state of his holiness as of 
all Italy were in, is plain and easy to be considered. The 
French king being also at such sore deal, would think to 
have all his pleasures and commands of the pope, which had 
or refused, he then having so great a- foot, would and might 
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use hiA holmess as a chaplaiii. Aod, finallj, tlie pope, net 
then BO well assured of the king's and empeixir^a assistaztce u 
he now is ^lioiild experiment what it were to cast awaj two 
guch friends, which be able and minded to nudotaiii, conservi^ 
and defend hi.s estate to the uttermost. The sect also of tiie 
Lutherans might by means thereof the rather be ace^iled 
bj divers subjects of the emperor^ as well in Q^erm&uj as eke- 
where, which should hear of the pope's ingratitude and peiftM; 
that might spread so far both in France^ and Spain, and 
Italy, that the dignity of Christ's church might thereby in 
brief time be suppressed, and had in small reputation^ All 
which dangers, with many more which might ensue for h<k 
of the pope's effectual joining at this time wilh the king and 
emperor, either for war or conducing of peace, (as is aforesaid,) 
ye must instantly beseech his highness virtuously and ^ 
erectly to ponder and remember, showing unto the same that 
for knowledge wbat the emperor is minded and able to do 
this summer for the annoyance of the enemy. His highnefls 
hath before this by me despatched his especial letters both to 
his majesty, and also to the king's ambsussador there resident^ 
with intimation of the king's mind being right well able aad 
thinking best that the enemy be earnestly pressed od both 
sides if the emperor bkould be furnished to do the semblable 
for lack thereof; yet there may be such an enterprite 
attempted, and is devised to be done by the duke of Boor^ 
boD, witli the assistance he shall have from the king and 
emperor, without excessive chai"ges, and praise shall as sauch 
and more abase the Frencli king, than if the king's grace and 
emperor had invaded France in their own persons with their 
armies royal: to which purpose the king's highness hath not only 
instructed his ambassadors resident with the emperor looking 
right ehorlly for the emperor's answer and resolution therein, 
with I'epaij ing hither of the duke of Bourbon, but also hath 
written to the lady Margaret, desiring her to call a council 
general, like as the king's highness doth here the semblable, and 
to know and understand what tliey will contribtite, and w hat 
she and other the euiperor's Low Countries be minded to do in 
this behalf J wherefore ye shall exhort the pope's holiness in 
anywise to leave and forhear any demonstration of favour 
and inclination towards the French party, showing himself 
firm and constimt in his love und affection towards the em* 
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per or and the king's cauge, wlilch shall he the next means 
and wajr to make the French king to make overture and 
offer of reasonable condition s, and much the ratlier if his 
holiness will declare himself in the league, whereas by the 
contrary he shall hring the enemy to such elation, that using 
first crafty practices and subordinations with the pope*s holi- 
ness^ against whom, undoubtedly, he beareth in his heart an 
old rooted secret and hidden malit'e, and setting the less by 
the emperor and the king's grace, he shall at the last, finding 
time and opportunity, discover his pestiferous intent to the 
utter ruin, slander, and oppression, as well of the dignity of 
the church of Kome, as also of the st4Jte of Italy for ever. 
And therefore, if the pope's holiness be minded to be the 
author of a good peace and unity in ChriBtendom, ^md will 
regard his own weal, honour, and surety, he must efieetuaily 
adhere to the emperor and king, leaving his famiharity with 
the French cardinal, and hearkening to the practices of their 
taction, which will be the immediate way to cause the com- 
mon enemy to know himself, ami either to come to reasonable 
and honourable conditions, or by the firm concurrence together 
of the pDp6 and eroperar, and the king's grace with the 
Venetians and other states of Italy, and other their friends, 
to be brought to such base and low estate as he shall not be 
able to do annoyance, displeasure, or hurt unto them here- 
after. And of the popes answer herein, with all matters 
worthy of knowledge which you shall advertise me by your 
letters in diligence, to the intent the king's grace may train 
his matters accordingly; and of the coming hither of jMr. 
Melchior fram the pope, and is not yet arrived, nor any 
knowledge had of him; but by your letters to make unto 
Mm Buch answer as shall appertain. 

Letter XLVH. 

WOLSEY TO MR. SECKETAEY FACE, AT ROME. 

Mr* Secretary, I commend me unto you in my right hearty 
manner. Uj my other letters to my lord of Bath and Mr, 
Hannibal, at this time directed, I have written unto you all 
at length, as well in the king's causes as my own* This shall 
be only to advertise you, that albeit I am right well assured 
"at ye have to the uttermost and best of your power on* 
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deavoured and employed yourself to the obtaining of the huH 

of legation now granted unto me by the pope's hoHne^ yet, 
neverthele^gj to be plain with you, as oae in whom I have 
my singular trust and coniidence, I esteem somewhat more 
strangeness to be showed unto nie than my merits require, b 
that there hath been difficulty made to amplitj my faculties, 
{pernon famiUareSy) and such other things as be contained ia 
my instructions given unto my lord of Bath. Supposing 
verily ye having familiar and perfect acquaintance with the 
pope's holine.sa^ may by your dexterity and wisdom do so 
much to the remedying thereof, if, as of yourself alone, you 
sometimes do repair unto his holiness, putting the same by 
good means and introduction in remejubrance of my merits, 
and faithful mind towai'ds him, as well in minorihiis as now; 
showing, furthermore, how by pope Leo*s grant and pope 
Adrian's, who passed my legation with as large faculties as 
now I have, ^^f quinquetinmmy and so from five years to ^\% 
years, during my life* I know right weU how that for the 
prerogatives the king's highness hath in this realm, as for 
other causes, all the profits that may arise of ray legation, 
having also all the amplification of the faculties aforesaid, 
wiU not be worth a thousand ducats by the year, whatsoever 
report may be made to his holiness to the contrary by some 
that might suppose and think that great revenues might grow 
thereof^ and ye may say, though ye perceive that I repute 
and esteem the benevolence as much and as high as the same 
10 worthy to be taken, yet, nevertheless, ye have taken me to 
be one that can note and consider the causes of the said buU; 
and what emolument, honoux*, and benefit shall ensue unto 
me thereby, more than 1 had before by the grants of other 
popes, to whom I was entirely dedicated, as to his holiness. 
Wherefore, you may say your opinion is, as of yourself, that 
in sign and comprobation of a special grace, and more large 
favour towards me than others generally, he should amplify 
the said bull with the said other faculties, or rather with 
more, which then shall be a very demonstration and manifest 
appearance tliat his holiness singularly tendereth and loveth 
me, wliereof I may take such rejoice and comfort as praise 
hereafter may be to the contentation of his holiness. And 
thus, by good manner to use yourseli' in this matter without 
knowledge that it proceedeth of me; that by your politic 
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handling not only the said faculties may be extended to mj 
desirOj but also the pope's holiness to know what it is that lie 
hath done for mo, and what of likelihood is my expectation. 
In which youu doing, you shall administer unto me siogular 
pleasei'e, to be amongst otlier remembered accordingly. And 
heartily fare you well. At my palace besides Westminster, 
the last of February* Your loving friend, 

T. Card^*^ Ebor. 

Letter XLVm. 

WOLSEY TO MR, SAMPSON AUD MR. JERNINGHAM, RESIDENTS 
WITH THE EMPEBOE* 

Mr, Sampson and Mr. Jerningham, I commend me unto 
you in my right hearty manner. The last October arrived 
here a post of the emperor's, with letters to his ambassador 
here resident j having also your letters to the king's highneas 
and rae directed of the 8th and 23i"d days of September; 
witli him also arrived a gentleman of the emperor's, sent 
by this way to the duke of Bourbon, who brought several 
letters of much fresher date addressed to the said am- 
bassador, and two days following, a servant of yours, 
Mr, Deane, arrived at Woodstock with the king*s grace, to 
whom he delivered all such letters as ye by him sent unto 
the king's grace and me; as well those that concerned the 
king's affairs as mine, which letters his grace received and 
remitted unto me, with diligence like as I also -sent unto the 
king's highness with like manner all your said former 
writings coming to my hands. By the which, and also by 
the copies of the emperor's said letters written to his ambas- 
sador, together with the relation of the said gentleman, the 
king's highness and I perceive in what readiness, state, and 
disposition the emperor^s affairs were at the dates of the said 
letters, with his intent to proceed with his said army in his 
own person, and to supply by the longer continuance the 
tardity and slackness which has been used in the setting forth 
of the same; having also made provision for the payment of 
100,000 crowns, for his portion unto the duke of Bourboo, 
towards the entertainment of 10,000 lance-knights. And f 
siring that the king's grace would do the semblable f<r^' 
and to give order that his army, leaving siege 
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places, and passing itito the bowels of France, may oontinue 
all this winter with a convenieDt reinforcement^ afflrming i 
promising that the count de Buren with the Btu^iind 
horsemen and footmen beinnj under him, should semblably con- 
tinue; and finally, his majesty showing the good news of 
arrival of certain gold from the isles, desires the prisoners of 
Hanover taken in the king's army may be reserved for the 
redeeming of the duke of Bourbon's friends, wliieh the French 
king has taken and achieved, besides other good and discreet 
advertisement comprised in your said letters as might there 
come to your knowledge, like as in the same is contained 
more at large; and hereunto, albeit that the lack of adver- 
tisement from thence hath not been a little to the king's 
marvel and discomfort, and the no less hindrance of the 
common aflairs, if by the great foresight, diligence, and policy 
used on this side, things had not been prevent€:d, remedied^ 
and foreseen, yet nevertheless it appeareth by the dates of dae. 
letter^, that the same hath been delayed by reason of contrary ' 
and onseasonable winds and weather, which must be sufFered 
and taken in patience. And to the intent that the emperor may 
be by you perfectly advertised how great diligence hath beea 
used for the furtherance of the common enterprises, as wdl 
by sending and advancing the king's ai-my with all effect* Th« 
order given unto them at the emperor's former request, not to 
serve any sieges of strong places and to proceed into th«? 
bowels of France, the help, succour, and relief by the king's 
grace to the duke of Bourbon in extreme necessity, by send- 
ing and advancing unto him the king's whole portion, that is 
to say, 100,000 crowns, towards the entertainment of the swd 
lance-knight?, without wldcb (lacking then provision for the 
emperor's part) they had been scattered and retired, and the 
said duke utterly lost and destroyed* the benevolent and con- 
Ibrmabie mind of the king*s highness at the emperor's instance^ 
and for the weal of the common affairs, not only to continue 
the said army this winter, but also to reinforce the same with 
a number of 4000 men, which ye shall name 7000 men; and 
finally, the successes and matter of proceedings of the duke 
of Sutlblk and the count de Buren, with the king's and 
emperor's folks being under their leading, I (for your said 
advertisement) do send unto you herewitli the copies of 
certain letters lately come at smadry times from, the duke 
of Suffolk, with the answer made unto the samej and sem- 
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blabljj with such letters as upon the arrival of your said 
letters be now written both unto the said duke of Suffolk and 
unto Dr, Knight, by ten our of which copy you shall now 
plainly see and understand not only wliat hath been done^ and 
what train the matters on this side stand in, but also be suffi- 
ciently and amply instructed of stich things as shall be need- 
ful and i*equisite to be by you showed and declaredj on the 
king's and my behtilf to the said emperor, to whom ye may 
show that before the arrival of these new letters the king's 
grace had resolved bis continuance and enforcement of his 
armyj ready to be set forth as soon as the king must have 
word that the emperor's army was really and actually set for- 
wards, and in surety that the Burgundians should be enter- 
tained and continue with his army, and the emperor's portion 
for the entertainment of the duke of Bourbon furnished as 
well tor the surety of the emperor's said armvj wherein the 
king under standeth that his majesty passeth personally, as 
also for the furtherance of the common affairB, considering by 
foresight and high providence that tlie same shaU be requisite 
and expedient; and now much the rather because the empe- 
ror doth instance the king so to do, though so be hy the 
capitulations as ye know his grace is not bo linden to continue 
his army longer than the month of October; trust me that 
since his grace hath done this of special foresight and benevo- 
lent mind at the emperor's instance and contemplation, his 
majesty will (according to his writings) supply the tardity of 
setting forth by continuance; and al^o take such assured 
order that the said count de Buren and Burgundians, without 
wdiom it shaU not be possible for the king's army, not fur- 
nished with horsemen, to continue, may remain still with the 
same this winter, and have from time to time substantial pro- 
vision of payment, wherein (as by some of the said copies you 
shall perceive) there is great lack and default, refeniiig you. 
to the reasons, introductions, and persuasions comprised in 
the copies for enforcing and agreeing of that and all other 
matters therein necessary to be known^ showed and declared 
or i^olicited unto the emperor, which ye shall by your wisdoms 
and discretions use as ye shall see the case and successes of 
the affairs necessarily to require, noting especially four mate- 
rial and notable things which in no wise may be omittflH 
The one is the continuance of the emperor's armv or 
side so long as shall he possible. 
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The second is, substaatial order to be given for the conti- 
nu&Dee of the said count de Buree and Burgnndians, with 
assured payment to hn made from time to time, for the whidi 
you have grounds and considerations enough, comprised in 
the said copies necessary to he highly pondered and regarded. 

Thirdly, that no default be in the advancement of the 
100,000 crowns tor the emperor's poi"tion to the duke of 
Bourbon, without which DOt only the enterprise should be 
subverted, but ako lost and totaOy east away. 

And, fourthly, if the French king whose army was long 
ago passed into Italy, and he himself remaining at Lyons, do 
revoke the same for his own strength, as it is thought and 
bruited abroad, orders may be given unto Prospero Colonnn 
and others of the armies of Italy to follow them in the tail, 
hy means whereof the enemies pressed thus now at one time 
on all sides, shall (God willing) with less charge and busineis 
be brought to right base and low estate. And the matters 
being in so good train, ' a final end much the rather put 
unto the wars of Christendom, than this thing in any poiat 
slacked shall be possible to he again brought about in 
many years, for the performance whereof you may say the 
king^s grace, for his part, spareth neither labour, study, 
travel, danger, nor expences. And that withal effect and travel 
on every side, both by sea and land, to the inestimable charge 
of his highness; for besides the army by sea and in FranoCi 
and the great garrisons laid also all this summer on the 
borders towards Scotland, who have done the greatest destruc- 
tions in Scotland that hath been seen this two hundred years, 
his highness hath there attending now hourly the battle (if it 
be not stricken before this, or the duke of Albany and Scots 
fled J, 50,000 soldiers largely and plentifully furnished, 
equipped and trimmed of ordnance, artiOery, and munitioa 
carriages, and victuals and other necessaries, besides 3O00 
lords, noblemen, and gentlemen ; which manner of earnest 
proceedings on all sides witli eifect at once, you shall say to the 
emperar, it is and shall be more beneficial to the common 
affairs than by httle and little to continue and prolong the 
enterprises many years, whereof ensueth small annoyance or 
impeachment of the enemy, and to the emperor and the king 
no profit, but loss, expences, and charges; wherefore his ma- 
jesty pursuing the matter with all effect (as the king's entire 
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confidence is be will) you may say that neitlier by tbe duke 
of Savojj nor sucb indirect means, tbe Frencb kin^r sball seek 
his peace, wherein the emperor hath substuntiiil order in re- 
taining tbe messengers (suppoaed rather to come for explora- 
tion than otherwise), and of his advertisement tbe king'a 
highness most cordially thanketh Mm, but God wilhng sball 
be at the last, in brief time, enforced and compelled to send 
nnto such princes great and honourable ambassadors, mih 
otiier manner of overtures and oilers than he hath yet done, 
not doubting but the emperor of his great wisdom and pru- 
dence for manifold and notable eifects that thereof may ensue, 
as well to the particular causes of his majesty and the king's 
grace, as for tbe universal reposej quiet, and tranquillity of 
Christendom depending thereupon, will substantially and pro- 
foundly consider and regard these matters accordingly. Over 
this you shall signify unto the emperor that sh" John Russell 
concluded and iigreed with tbe duke of Bourbon, and mutual 
oatlis w^ere made for performance of articles between the 
king's grace and him to the same effect as was contained in a 
bill thereof, which I heretofore sent unto you (except every 
article touching the said duke's recognition of the king's 
grace as his sovereign lord) was touched, to be referred unto 
the emperor, which the king's highness and I take to be as 
well for the king's purpose as can be devised. And, by the^ 
next post, I shall with all diligence send unto you a commission 
for conclusion, capitulation, and perfecting the treaty betw^een 
the emperor, the king's grace, the Infantj archduke, and the 
dtike of Boui-hon, with instructions how to order yourselves 
accordingly. Finally, the king's grace giving you great thanks 
for your good endeavours used in his causes there, willeth 
you to have especial respect and regard that his highness and 
I may have more often knowledge and advertisements from 
you of tbe successes in those parts, for surely the loss thereof 
is m great an impeachment, prejudice, and hindrai^ce to the 
common enterprises as may be imagined or devised. And, 
therefore, his highness trusteth that you wiU substantially 
look thereunto, according to the special trust and confidence 
that bis grace hath in you; and fare you heartily well. At my 
place besides Westminster, tbe sixth day of November. 

Postscript. — Here ariived letters from Dr. Knigbt, the 
king's ambassador with the lady Margaret, that by reason of 
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the mariner sent tmto tbem by the ardiduchess, he waa ad- 
vertised the French army in Italy had had an overthwjv, 
with the loss of 22,000 men* which news (if they be true) 
are of ri^ht good consequence; and also the Swiss had con- 
descended to give unto the French king 6OO0 of them to 
attend upon him for the safeguard of his person, besides thai 
how the dyke of Bourbon fnot minding to violate the neu- 
trality of the French count) was depai^ed from Bezancoi 
unto Lure in the county of Ferehre^ and that the laxioe- 
knights being not passed with the count Felix 7000 paoes» 
were at post Suslesauce, with whom the said duke, well pro- 
vided of a goodly band of horsemen, intending with diligence 
to join and so march towards the enemies. Over that* « 
well hy the relation of the said mariner, as by letters fro© 
Kome, it appeareth that the cardinals entered the coocUire 
the first day of October, and that the sixth day of the saxne 
arrived there the cardinals of Aux, Lorraine, and Vandosmei 
who (booted and spurred, without tarrying) entered the said 
conclave^ whose coming is like to make somewhat longer 
tract in the election. 

I, therefore, trusting that his majesty hath, by your jrood 
solicitation, set forth that affair with effect long before thi^ 
time, shall make no new^er rehearsal thereof to you. And fare 
you heartily well. At Westminster, the sixth of November. 
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Mr. Sampson and Mr. Jemingham, I recommend me ante 
you, in my right hearty manner. 1 have not only received 
your letters, to rae directed, dated at ValladoUd the third day of 
July, but also have seen your letters of the same date ad- 
dressed to the king^s highness^ together with the original 
treaty by you lately passed there, with the emperor*3 commis- 
sions for such enterprises as are to be made this summer 
against France; perceiving also by your said letters the dis- 
course, order, and form w hich hath been used and observed 
since the arrival of sir Richard Jerningham to the court, and 
the manner of the declaration of your charge unto the em- 
peror, the answers, debating, and Jinal resolutions made^ had, 
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and taken upon the same. The circumstance whereof the 
king's grace and I like verj well, and as well for jour good en- 
deavour used therein as for jomr speedily advertisements of 
the same (though your servant by contrariness of wind and 
other impediments, was very long on his journey), the king's 
highness and I give unto you hearty thanks. And albeit, 
that by mj other letters, lately to you directed^ i trust come 
unto your hands long before tliis time, I did advertise you 
of tlie mattei*s here at time occurring, namely, that of the 
arrival here of the lord Beaver with the specialities of his 

charge, of his departure towards , and of the answer had 

from him of such articles and conventions as he had concluded 
with the said duke^ the copy whereof I send unto you at tliis 
time, with the copies also of instructions and articles given unto 
sir John Russellj to be concluded with the said duke, on the 
king's behalf J who is contented to contribute the sum of one 
hundred thousand crowns for entertainment of ten thonsand 
Germans, who shall he sent by don Ferdinando unto the 
duke, showing unto you, furthermore, the consideration and 
weighty importance of that matter, with the good opportu- 
nity and commodity now given unto tlie king and the em- 
peror, the scjnblable whereof is hke never to ensue again if 
the same be permitted; albeit his grace hath no manner of 
knowledge at this time of the treaty by you passed with the 
emperor*9 commissioners, yet for the singular and tender 
mind which his highness always bciireth towards the fur- 
therance and advancement of the common affiiirs, his grace 
abiding no answer from you of your said charge, did with all 
diligence possible set forth a mighty and puissant army, by 
the twenty- second day of this month, should be at Calais to 
join near unto the marshes of the same, with four thousand 
horsemen and four thousand footmen, to be appointed by the 
lady Margaret on the emperor*s behalf, and from thence to 
pass unto the siege of Boulogne, as in my former lettei-s and 
copies was mentioned more at large; yet, nevertheless, to tbe 
intent that the emperor may from time to time be advertised 
of the success of liis great and weighty affairs, whereby Ins 
majesty having knowledge thereof, may the better know how 
to order his matters on that side. For his part, 1 assert ain 
yon, that ensuing the deliberation and determination taken as 
before^ the king's grace hath levied a puissant army as of 
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ac^tual and puissant persons, with as expert and good captain? 
as h&ve passed oat of this realm at any time this hundred 
years? which army, largely furnished and provided of ordnance 
and tirtillery, and other habiliments of war, and semblably of 
victuals in sufficient quantity, is committed unto the kiag*5 
entirely-beloved cousin and counsellor the duke of Suffoli, 
being his grace's lieutenant-general of the same, in whostt 
company be also divers lords and other councillors and discreet 
captains — as namely, the lord Mountjoy, Montague, Ferrers 
Sandsj Berkeley, Herbert, Courson, sir Richard WinglieH 
sir Andrew Windsor, sir John Vere, sir William Stenin^ton, 
sir Richard Weston, sir Edward Gilfoi^, sir William Sinf^ 
ston, the lord Cobhara's son, sir Anthony Wingfield, sir W9- 
liam Sidney, sir JefFery Gates, su* Richard Cornwall, sir 
William Courlen, sir Gyles Strange, with sir Edw. Dio:bj, 
sir Edw. NeviU, sir John W"iiloughby, brother to the lord 
Willoughby, sir Henry Owen, sir Arthur Browne, sir Griffin 
Dormer, and many other, besides otiicr good captains beino; 
in the king's crews at Calais, which mth their numbers shall 
join &]m with the king's army; and, according to former letterss 
such extreme diligence, with great study, labourj travail 
and pain hath been made, that not only the said duke ot 
Suffolk was transported and arrived at Calais the twenty- 
third day of this instant month, but also the said captaias 
and whole army, with the ordnance, victuals, and baggages, 
with other requisites which should be sent from thence^ wer« 
before him and since his departure transported and passed, 
and remain now at Calais only for horsemen that should come 
from the lady Margaret^ and for the carriages and draughts as 
at the king's costs be provided in the emperor's Low Countries, 
which, God willing, shall be at Calais w^hoUy and entirely the 
last day of this month, on which day the duke iJitendeth to 
set forward on his journey; trusting by the grace of Almighty 
God, and the good, heaily inclination of his people, is in, with 
all actual provision to he made, there shall be a long essay 
made to attain their purpose; w^herein 1 praise God to send 
them good speed. Wherefore, inasmuch as this matter is so 
far set forth with effect on the king's party, his grace doubteth 
not but as well ensuing the tcnour of the said new treaty as 
for the taking the occasion of the said dyke* The emperor 
hatli also really sent and advanced his puissant army- on that 
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side unto Guyenne, th© diligent proceeding whereof to the 
most damaging and annoyance of the euemy> ye must in- 
stantly procure, solicit, and call upon so as the said enemy, 
now earnestly pressed on hoth parts, may thereby he com- 
pelled to divide his power, which hy that means shall he of 
less ahility to make resistance on either side; and, conse- 
quently, the affairs of the said duke well set forth, as the 
king's grace trusteth it shall be, there shall (God wiUiug) 
appear, in brief time, high and notable effect to ensue of this 
enterprise, to the emperor and king^a great honour and repu- 
tation, the singular benefit and advantage of their common 
causesj and repressing of the said enemy, being the disturber 
of the quiet in Christendom. And much the rather this 
matter ought to be effectually followed, for that Almighty 
God hath, after the loug wars, discords, and dissensions which 
hath been in Italy, to the great danger of the same putting 
into the hearts and minds, as well of the pope*s holiness as of 
the Venetians and all other princes and potentates, to unite 
and knit themselves together in one conformity, like aa I 
doubt not but that the emperor is largely and specially adver- 
tised from his ambassadors before this, as well of the treaty 
concluded at Venice, as of the other passed at Rome; which 
things concurring so well together must needs give the more 
occasion to the emperor not to slack any time that may be 
taken for the advancement, hut so to reinforce his said army 
that some honoui'able exploit may be done there. For the 
furtherance whereof, it is the king's pleasure that the said 
sir Richard Jerninghara in anywise proceed with the said 
army, to the intent that he not only may see and know thehr 
manner of doing, but also exhort, encourage, and instil the 
leaders and captains of the same, valiantly to advance them- 
selves and lose no time. And for such other causes as are 
mentioned in your instructions, of which success I pray you 
from time to time advertise me, and to the intent you may be 
participant of such news and oecurrences as have been hexe 
since the departure of sir Richard Jerningham, I advise you 
that, upon such knowledge had by special order or otherwise, 
that the French king, of his malicious mind, continually made 
great preparations to send the duke of Albany in Scotland 
with a good army to do annoyance unto the realm, the 
king's grace hath not only prepared and put in readiness the 
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north parts to a g^reat number, which, under the leading af the 
earl of Surrey, may at all times either invade or defend tts^ 
as ftball be commanded, and victual ordered in staples for 
that purpose, but abo hath greatly enforced hie army upon 
the Beas. So as besides the navy under sir Anthony Pojn 
on the west seas^ to whom also are sent one of four handled 
and the other of three hundred, and besides those that keep 
the north seas uader Christopher Doe, with his army, ship* 
and one other, &ir Henry Sherborne amongst others assault^ 
a ship of four hundred, sent two months past out of France 
into Scotland laden with men, of which men the captain mid 
three hundred of his men were in a long, sore fight, sotoe 
slain, divers taken prisoners, and the ship sore bruised, with 
the loss of few Englishmen except the said sir Henry Sher* 
borne, who ah^ was slain with a gun, and besides sucL 
men of war as guard the passage between Dover and Calais, 
and such other as conduct the king's merchants to and from 
Zealiind, sir William is find hath been upon the seas with 
thirty-six great ships, who, though the weather had been to 
him somewhat stormy and contrarious, hath not only giren 
the chase unto twelve ships of France sent to convoy the 
archhi?jhop of Glasgow and other ambassadors from the duke 
of Albany into Scotland, enforced them to take the havens of 
Dieppe and Boulogne, in either of which havens two of the 
French ships perished at their entry, but also by some of hif 
ships left for that purpose doth yet continually keep them in 
the said havens witboLit suffering them to pass on their am- 
bassage. And, moreover, posteth himself along coast, taking 
ships and boats, landing in divers places, where he hadb 
burned and done much hurt in such wise that the Frenchmen 
of the countries iurther in be all descended unto the sea-side, 
which they have fortified in all places, and do keep continual 
watch for fear of the king's said army; nevertheless the of 

this month the said sir Wm. Fitzwilliams descended at Treport, 
where the town is situate upon a high cliif, and to the same 
one only way of small breadth, which way was strongly for* 
tified with bulwarks, and the town gamsoned with a band of 
.3000 Eien. And albeit that fierce shot of guns and qimrries 
wa?* made by the Frenchmen at the landing of sir William 
Fits? Williams, yet he, with sir Francis Bryan, sir Jokn 
Hoptou, Gary, and divers other captains, with the numba* of 
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lOjOOP men, landed in the sight of the enemy, and shortlj 
af^er woa the said hulwarks, from whence the French taeti 
iled into the town, which the Enghshmen thrice assaulted, 
and the Frenchmen thrice issued giving battle; nevertheless, 
they were always put hack. But forasmuch as the towTiwas 
so strongly fortitied and manned, and the tide being spent, 
the king's said folks might not with their hoats come again 
on board if they had made longer deinixr, they hurnt the 
fauxhourgs of the town, wherein 300 houses and ahove were, 
destroyed the hulwarks, and took away all the ordnance of 
the same, which was much and good; burnt, also, twelve 
ships of war, and twelve othej ships in the haven, taking all 
tiie ordnance of the same ships with them; and in the con- 
flicts aforesaid slew above 600 men, with the loss of bo moi'e 
than twelve Enghshmen, Whereupon they departed to Fin- 
head, showing themselves before the haven*s mouth, where 
the said duke prepareth kis shipping, and perceiving he could 
not nor durst not issue — albeit, by a messenger they otfered 
them battle, with as many ships and men equal to his as he 
would appoint; knowing, also, both the wind to be contrary 
to the said duke either to pass by the west seas or tlie narrow 
seas, and for that also a great storm compelled them to leave 
the coast — returned to the Downs, not only to receive fresh 
victuals, but also to lodge themselves in the narrow seas, 
there to lie in wait for the said duke; so as, by these means, 
the said duke hath been disappointed of that day on which 
he made faithful promise to return into Scotland, w^hich was 
the feast of the Assumption of our Lady, and, with God's 
help, shall not yet very easily find commodity to pass by, one 
way or other, tluther j hj means whereof, the Scots, being in 
despair of his coming, began to abandon him and the French- 
men cleaving to the queen of Scots, and have accorded that 
if the aaid duke arrive not at the last day of this month, (as 
I trust he shall not,) they wiU not only take unto them 
another king, forsake the French faction, and constitute 
governors about him, but also sue unto the king's grace for 
peace. On the other part, if this said duke should or might 
arrive, the said earl of Surrey is in perfect readiness to en- 
counter with him, and hath, what with the roads, before the 
departure of sir Richard Jerningham and since, so devastated 
^^ and destroyed all Tweedale and the March, that there is left 
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neitfaer house, fortress, vilkge, tree, cattle^ com, or other 
sacootir for man, insomuch that some of the people that fled 
from the same afterwardi returning and finding no suste- 
lUmce, were compelled to come unto fkigland begging bread^ 
which oftentimes when they do eat, thejr die incontinently 
for the hunger passed; and with no imprisonment, cutting off 
their ears, bnming them in the faces, or otherwise, can be 
kept away. Such is the punishment of Almighty God to 
those that be disturbers of good peace, rest, and quiet in 
Christendom. 

Finally, the king's grace committeth unto your perfect 
wisdoms, discretions, and diligence^ the due solicitation and 
furtherance of all such things as may be to the advaneemenJ 
of the common affairs, according unto such instructions as 
have been given unto you beforetime, aod as you shall know 
to stand with the mind and pleasure of his grace, praying 
you always to be diligent in advertisements of the successes, 
which is the thing shall greatly further, profit, and prevail 
those urgent and weighty affairs; the far distance between the 
king's gnice hath proved much incommodious, their commoo 
business considered. And heartily farewell. At Hampton 
Court, this last of August, 1523- Your loving friend, 

T. Cahi)"» Ebor. 

Lettee L. 

the same to the same. 

Mr. SAMr.soN aiid Mr, Jemingham, I commend me unlo 
you in my right hearty manner. By Lucie, servant to the 
duke of Bourhon, I writ nnto you my last letters, and in 
the same advertised you the cause, manner, and form why 
the common army, which was nnder the leading of the duke 
of Suffolk and the count de BureUj in France, came and re- 
paired ioto Valencia; with the intention imd mind that the 
king^s grace was of, to cause the said army, for his part, to 
return, mid remain for this winter in the emperor's countries, 
in case the cuont of Buren, with the emperor's folks, ^vould 
do the serablable. Nevertlieless, forasmuch as the season of 
the year was so frcfioent with extreme cold and other sore 
weathers, that neither men nor beasts could longer endure 
marching in the field, but died daily ivud nightly, on both 
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parts, in a great number, for cold — ^and divers lost their 
fingers, handSj and feet, being frozen and dead upon their 
"bediij and some daily cut off; being also no manner of possi- 
bility to or likelihood that new limoneers and other horses for 
draught and carriage should be recovered in less space than 
six weeks, at the least, without which it wj^s impossible to 
march or draw forth artillery; and yet, after the same 
draught recoveredj the army being so lar out of the heart of 
the enemy's country, when wet weather should come the 
great ordnance should in no wise be carried; remembering, 
also, that the duke of Bourbon's army was then totally 
scattered, without hope of any fruit to ensue of his enter- 
prises at this time: for tliese respects and considerations, 
by common consent of the said duke of Suffolk and the count 
de Buren, who, by reason of impediments, were of necessity 
forced so to do, the said common army was clearly dissolved 
and discharged; and before knowledge given to the king's 
grace of the same, not only the Burgundians and lance- 
knights returned home to their dwelling-places^ but also the 
pioneers and carriages were likewise discharged and paid; the 
king's folks, also, by little and little, passing from Valencia to 
Burgos, and there wholly kept themselves till advertisement 
hereof was given to the king's bighness, and his pleasure 
known upon the same; whicli matter, at the begioning, foras- 
much as the king's grace was not then so plainly advertised 
of the impediments and incommodities as since j was to his 
grace's by -pleasure and miscontentation, a goodly reinforce- 
ment being then ready to be sent out of England to the same 
army, as in my last letter I wrote to you at length. Wliere- 
npon commandment was given by the king's highness to the 
duke of Suffolk, that in case the said comit de Buren, and 
Burgundians, and lance-knights, would retuiii into the 
enemy's countries, contriving their war evasive for all tins 
winter, or a good part thereof, he, with the king's army, pro- 
ceeding and doubling the limoneers, should do the semblable. 
Howbeit, in conclusion, it was doubled both by the lady 
Margaret and count de Buren ; which their answer un- 
doubtedly prove! h it to be true, that it was not profitable for 
this time to redouble the hmoneers and gather again the 
said Burgundians and lance-knights under the space of six 
months, nor that any exploit, invasion, or marching, other- 
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wise than lying in garrisons, could further be done tbls time 
of the year; with many large reasons and demonstratioiie 
justifying, confirming, and approving the same, so as the 
king*s grace was found to accept and take the same, dlssotr* 
ing, in some sort the better part, tracting, nevertheless, the 
time so long as to experiment whether any good exploit 
might be studied or advised, and for other causes hereafter 
mentioned. 

Letter LL 



THE SAME TO THE SABCE. 

This letter containeth special instructions to perstrade the 
emperor to cause the duke of Bourbon to come into En^lactl 
and s{)eak with the kiufir, and to the intent that the duke 
mighL aiterwards from the Low Countries make an enti^ 
into France with an army. 

That this day the whole army is not returned as wdl i 
great part of them, as also the duke of Sntiblk and principil 
lords, councilloi"s, and captains, yc shall find in the said letter 
to Bourbon, with all other tilings worthy knowledge. So is 
the king's highness being with you before the spring and 
convenable time of the year advertised of the premises, maj 
in time train and order his matters and affairs accordingly; in 
declaration of the premises unto the emperor, you must use 
good circumspection, to the intent you must first perceive 
and understand the mind and disposition of him and his 
council, as well towards the continuance or not continuance 
of the wars, as also to do some cflTectual and notable thing 
for the king's benefit and advantage, whereincase it shall be 
expedient that this overtm'e made unto his majesty, he tal« 
some cause to deliberate with his council before he can make 
unto you a perfect and direct answer upon the same, though 
it is not to be thought but tliat before the receipt of these 
lettei"s, they have there advised or spoken of some enterprise 
or s<ime further annoyance to be done tins year against the 
common enemy, unless tliey saw other appearance of sr 
honourable and beneficial appointment, both for the king 
the emperor than is here yet; wherefore the king's plea 
is that ye di.screetly and substantially note, mai'k, and 
search what device or overture shall be set forth, to theini 
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that such matters as jou shall prore them with being here- 
after, may come perchance rather to their own motion aod 
deiiire, or perttdventure some other thing may he by the 
emperor otiered to he done at this time, to the annoyance of 
the enemy and benelit of the king's grace, than that which liis 
highness will demand; wherefore yon niuat publicly and dis- 
creetly handle yourselves in the disclosing hereof, accordingly 
asoertaining you, that when the king's highness and I have 
groundly noted and considered the contents of your last letter, 
making mention of the small appearance which you see that 
the. emperor fihall be i'urnislied with money and treasure to do 
any notable act, and having regard on the otlier side how 
far the enemy's ovcitures be from any honourable or profit- 
able employment; thinking, furthermore, that it shall be no 
small danger and peril to the kiiig^s and emperor's aflairs, in 
case either for lack of money on the emperors ptirt, or other- 
wise, to continue the wars, they should seem and appear to be 
of force and necessity over much desirous of peace or truce, 
whereby the enemy, perceiving the same, shoidd he greatly 
encouraged, and perchance be more obstinate than before, 
having commodity given unto them to gather treasure, puis- 
sance, and friends; for these causes the king and I^ for good 
deliberation, have had sundry devices and t:om muni cations 
together, to study and find way how the enemy, without the 
emperor's excessive charge, may be continually annoyed and 
compelled to spend his money, kept in business, terror, and 
fear, and peradventure some good portion acquired and gottet* 
for the king's grace; whereby, in the end, the French king 
may also be compelled to oifer conditions of another sort than 
he yet bath done* And, in the meantime, emolument and 
profit may ariBO to the emperor, and finally, the duke of 
Bourbon, with other the kings and his friends, considered, 
holpen, maintained and defended, which advice, if it may take 
effect, the emperor may say, he is not a little bound unto the 
king's highness for that conservation of his charge, who thus 
continually takes unto him the greater weight and burthen of 
the common causes and aflairs. 

First, it is not unknown to the emperor that as long as the 
wars sliall continue with France, the king's grace, as well for 
the passage into the cUannel, as also for the surety and de- 
fence of his merchants and subjects, and for annoyance of the 
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enemy, must keep a puissant army on the sea, which arise th 
to DO small yearly charge and expenses; besides that, his 
grace must also maintain great garrisons and armies, as well 
for defence of his borders against Scotland and for ivith stand- 
ing Scottish invasions, as to infest, annoy, and invade them 
at all times requisite, besides continual enemies to be laid at 
Calais, and other places of the king's marches, there for con- 
servatiouj suretyj and defence of the samej all which charges 
arising to right great and notable sums, the king's highness, 
for the emperor's sake, is contented still to support aiid bear, 
rather than to be driven to any peace or truce that should 
not be to both the princes honourable and profitable; and to 
the intent the good effects before specified may be brought 
to pass, his grace is also contented if such honourable and 
profitable conditions of peace be offered as may comm odiously 
be accepted, over tliis, to charge himself somewhat further 
towards an honourable enterprise, or exploit, to be attempted 
against the said enemy, so that the emperor, for his part» 
furnishing to his wars at Italy as appertainetli, will be cou- 
tributary to the said enterprise in manner and form following, 
viz.: if the duke of Boui^bon may with diligence transport 
himself by this way into Flanders and the emperor*^ Low 
Countries and that order be given by the emperor, with all 
speed possible, for an army of 3000 Burgundian horsemen, at 
the emperor *s charge only, and 1000 lance-knights to be pre* 
pared at the common charges of the emperor and the king's 
grace, to whom his highness will be contented to send 10(X> 
archers at bis own charge, with a convenient captain, bavi _ 
his artillery and ordnance in sufficient readiness at Valence? 
and that his army, furnished of carriages and other requisites 
out of Flanders, may pass with the said duke of Bourbon the 
way of A^, or otherwise, as there is sufiicient appearance 
of Normandy, the said duke of Bourbon hath a right ^eat 
love, intelligence and acquaintance here to recover some 
towns and places to the king's use, w^hich shall be more facL 
for the duke of Bourbon to do than any other person ; and the 
wayonce open, and entry had, the king's grace finding it so, may^ 
perchance, either in person or by lieutenant, advance thither 
an army which shall descend unto Normandy, for tlxe better 
attaining of the country. It is thought by the king's highness 
and Ids council, that these effects following may thereof 
ensue. 
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First, tbe French shall, by this means, continuallj be put 
unto business charges and expenses. The friends and lovers 
of the duke of Bourbon, seeing him entered with such puis- 
sance, shall therefore take courage and be the bolder to declare 
themselves on his part; divers towns and strong places shall 
facile be rendered and revolt unto him; the rest of tbe 200,000 
crowns promised by the emperor and the king's grace to the 
duke of Bourbon, may be converted towai^ds the charge of 
that enterprise, the same duke shall thus be countenanced and 
aided without putting the emperor and king to double charges. 
The emperorj for that year, shall not need to charge himself 
with any other puissant army to enter into France, but only 
with the contribution towards the cbarges of the said army, 
as aforesaid, which, besides tbe rest of 200,000 crowns, be 
no such excessive sum as shall much grieve him; more dis- 
pleasure and terror shall ensue thereof to the French king, 
having not only strangers entered into his domi Dions, but 
also his own subjects against him, whereby he shall be in 
continual fear, to exact money, or do other feats for gatheing 
thereof; then if sundry puissent armies of strange princes 
only should enter his countries, whose parts none of the 
lords or commons would so facile incline unto as to the 
said duke of Bourbon; the French king shall so extremely be 
extenuate, and his realm brought to such diminution that 
shall not be able to contain his conquests, or continue his 
army in Italy, but of necessity must abandon the same for 
safeguard of his own estate and person, whereby the duchy of 
Milan shall be truly dehvered from all dangers of the French- 
men, and established in good surety for the time to come- 
The duke of Bourbon thus notably aided, and being so much 
esteemed and beloved in France, shall he in appearance to 
make a great revolution through all that realm to the king's, 
the emperor's, and his great honour and profit; the emperor's 
Low Countries, on this side, shall be in good surety, by reason 
that the French king, so occasioned by his subjects, with the 
help of tbe said army, shall not be of hostility to attempt 
anything against the same Low Countries, the enemy shall 
be content to submit himself unto reasonable, profitable, and 
honourable conditions. For the king, the emperor, and the 
said duke, and, finally, buth their majesties, not highly 
charged thereby with money and expenses, may gather 
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money and treasure, which shall be an increase of terror to 
the French king. And having such treaeure^ they may then 
he ttble (the enemy exhauat of money,) to do further as 
the case sJaall require ; this device, if it be duly and speedily 
executed, seemeth to he of great consequence both for the 
conservatioa of the emperor'^ honour and reputatioo, the 
avoiding of su peril uotis charges, earnest pressing of Ihfl 
enemy, the assistance and relief of the duke of Bourbon, and 
the demonstration of gratitude on the emperor's part towards 
the king's majesty, and that, with such other small annoy* 
ancca as may be done without great charge, as well by the 
emperor, by the paria towards Spain^ as also by the king's 
grace, with some enterprise or bravery to be made also 
in Britain, by Monsieur de Pontner, who is here with the 
. king*s grace, no other better or beneficial a thing can now be 
'Revised, studied, or imagined, for advance of the comnton 
atiairs, whereby ye ishall desire the emperor, on the king's 
behalfj not only to condescend unto the premises for his part, 
but also to exert money, and persuade the duke of Bourbon, 
( whether he be in Italy or in Spain) incontinently, and with 
all diligence, to transport himself into this realm, to the in- 
toEit that upon commission given unto the emperor's ambas- 
sadors here resident, or other command, to treat and conclude 
the premises, sucli device, communication, and resolution, may 
be taken with the duke of BcmrboUj for attainhig of this en- 
terprise, as on all parts shall be thought requisite and con- 
venient; and order to be given to the emperor for the due 
execution thereof, and faithful performance of the same, by 
his folks on this side, without using such remiss manner, 
difficulty, and state therein, by colourable excuses, and far 
lack of furniture or money, as hath been done aforetime; for 
doubtless the king's grace is not minded further to charge 
himself for aBsistance of the said duke of Eourbon than he 
hath done, unless he will attempt his enterprise on this side» 
where is more appearance that he shall do good in revenging 
of himseli' against the French, and recovering of his estate 
the better than in any place; like as also ye may show unto 
the said duke, if he be there. Laving also communication with 
him at length in this matter, for he may say sua res agiiur* 
And for the emperor's sake, the king doth move these affairs, 
mindmg elfectually to assist him, if he wiU enter by theie 
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parts, as is aforesaid, and come and speak with the king's 
grace, for deliberation and perfect knowledge what substantial 
way and dii"ection are to be taken in the present business, 
which his highness would not only be joyous and glad to see 
witli his realm, but also he may be well assured in friendly 
manner, to be accepted, used, and entertained, during his 
abode in the &ame; thus ye shall instantly and eftectually 
solicit, procure, and advance the speedy coming hitlier of the 
duke with commission and instructions to be sent by the 
emperor, as well to his ambassadors here resident, lor con- 
clusion of the said matters with the king and the duke of 
Bourbon, as to the Lady Margaret, and others to whom it 
shall appertain, for preparation of horsemen, and footmen, 
and other things requisite as is aforesaidj so as no time be 
lost, but the spring of this year taken, whereby, in a commo- 
dious season, may be achieved and performed the enterprises 
intended, with honour imd profit^ desiring the emperor in 
any wise to give substantial orders for furniture of money on 
his part, and that the BurgundixiuSj leaving their accustomed 
delays and colours to be always near unto their borders, 
proceed with effect to the execution of the enterprises, as the 
same shall he intended, concluded and devised. Thus heartily 
fare you well. At my manor at Hampton Court, this 1 5th 
day of January. Your loving friend, 

Caed^^* Eboh. 



Letter LII. 



rOLSEZ TO SECRETAKY PACE AND TO SIR JOHN RUSSELL, 



tore 

This is to advertise you only Mr. Secretary and sir John 
' Russell, with hearty commendations, that finding nor here 
nor at Antwerp to send money to that army by exchange at 
I con ven able time, knowing that Mr. Weston, tiircuplecr of 
the order of 8t. John, with divers others of their brethren, 
do now depart towards the court of Rome, for matters con- 
cerning that religion, I have taken order with the same Ttir- 
cnpleer, who shall have in his company above forty persons. 
Englishmen, to convey unto such convenient places as shall 
' be meet, in, or not far odt* of his way towards Rome, and 
meet for you and sir John Russel, the sum of ten thou- 
sand sterling, in crowns of the same, which being secretly 
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carried, shall not be known, but as sent hj the prior of St. 
John.*a io this realm, to the great master of that religion, for 
the necessiiry aflairs of the same. And it is devised that 
Turcupleer, at his coming unto Antwerp, shall have com- 
munication with Dr* Knight, who i^ commanded to repair 
hither unto him, from the Lady Margaret's court, to the in- 
tent, by his advice and con see t, he may understtmd what 
place may be most convenient w hereunto sir John Russell 
may come to receive the same money, and thereunto to adver- 
tise some special man tliat shall show unto you the said place, 
and if that of likelihood ye may he there; nevertheless, inso- 
much as it ia not here known whether hetw een you and Dr. 
Knight be a cipher, and that there may peril and danger 
ensue, in case the letters shoijdd chance to be intereepted, 
making mention of the premises, ye and Dr. Knight will and 
be ordered to call the name of the said Tmrcupleer, Christo- 
pher Barker; and by the name of Christopher Barker, ye 
shall always understand the said Turcupleer* And when sir 
John Kusseli shall dispose you to repair to the said place 
where the said Turcupleer and Dr. Knight shall appoint you, 
there to hearken of his coming, at which time ye shall receive 
of him the said 10,000/., and the same ye shall convey witli 
you, by some sure and safe means, unto such place as ye shall 
think convenient to have it in good surety and readiness for 
the duke of Bourbon, when the case shall require. Never- 
theless, if you would use such diligence that the said Tur- 
cupleer in his ow^n way towards Trent, which he is most 
minded to take, may know by your letters at what place 
he shall repair unto you, and being convenient for you 
and sir John Russell to meet liim, it should muck pre- 
vail to the common benefit, the politic ordering whereof 
the king committeth to your wisdom and discreet manage- 
ment. And as touching the bestowing of the 10,000/., you 
shall understand that the king, not knowing how the said 
affairs of the said dwke of Bourbon shall proceed, and (willing 
rather to have money there ia readiness, than to lack when 
need shall be,) doth send the said 10,000/. to be reserved for 
yourself in some sure place, and not be employed but as you 
shall see the cause to require of necessity; that is to say, if 
the said duke proceeding forward, and the emperor contribut- 
ing for his part as the king doth, ye shall, m ye see cause* 
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employ it upon the entertainment of the ssdd duke and his 
army; and if any other adverse chance happen (as God 
forbid) that the same should not be well bestowed, and to the 
direct purpose, tiien the king and 1 trust verily ye will not 
see it scattered and spent in vain, but to be reserved and 
kept, or otherwise, as the time and commodity shallj by your 
good discretion, lead you, whereof I will be loth to give over 
much instructions, forasmuch as it m doubtful w^hat things 
shall chance in that part, but by such confirmation as you 
have heretofore of the king's mind and intent. And by the 
capitulations which ye know be passed between the king and 
the emperor, and by the manner of his doings, and the said 
duke's proceedings, you shall know how to govern the matter 
to the king's honour, surety, and profit, and to the best ad- 
vancement of his grace's affairs; assuring ye that it is not a 
little to the king's marvel and mine, to hear and understand, 
by your letters of the 27th of June, and others sent by Cur- 
sonj (who shall be dispatched with all diUgence with the 
answers of the same,) that the pa^inent of the emperor's 
money for the entertainment of the duke of Bourbon, is thus 
retarded and slacked^ whereby the proceeding forth of that 
army hath been greatly hindered, the comiingj also, of the 
lance knights to them letted and impeached^ besides the 
danger that ensueth by the long demur of the emperor's 
ordinary horsemen, contrary to the tenor of the capitulation 
passed between the king and him; all which things be greatly 
to the hurt and danger of the common enter prises^ sounding 
also to the great dishonour of them, and to the comfort of the 
enemy; like as in all other proceedings^ the emperor's folks 
make great vaunts and promises for payment of moneys, but 
when it cometh to the point, nothing is observed. For which 
cause, ye must have special regard hei*eunto, causing the 
duke of Bourbon to call for the emperor's money, that the 
king be not driven oiF thus always w^ith fair words, and the 
most burden laid upon him. In which timas, making com- 
putation from the first day of August, which I understand 
was the first day of your entry into the French ground at 
St. Lawrence, and being then to account, first, of the em- 
peror's two hundred thousand crowns, and after of the king's, 
albeit the whole army had been then assembled, yet it should 
have been the 30th day of July, before any part of the king's 
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money should have beg^iin to run in payment; the 27th of 
this instant month, before the 20^000^ sent by sir John 
Kussell should be expired and spent, though everything were 
attempted to the uttermost, according to the estimate which 
we sent, mentioning the rate of these things. After wbidi 
27th day, the emperor then beginning anew to contribute 
lOO/JOO crowns for his part, it should be the 24th of Sep- 
tember before you should occupy any part of the money 
now sent by Turcupleer, which, witJ^ the 10,000/, that the 
king intendeth to send by some otber means, with diligence, 
should serve, thougli tliere were no other fardeJs towards the 
same entertainment^ till the 27th of October next ensuing; 
so that the emperor observing hb promise for the said eantri- 
bution, as the king doth, the duke of Bourbon may (God 
willing) make a great alteration in France, having many 
notable successes and victories before that time, especially 
findinoj so small resistance as he is like to find. 



Lettek Lm. 

WOLSET TO SECRETARY PACE. 

Me. Secretary, I commend me unto you in my right hearty 
manner; the king's highness and I received your letters, dated 
at Venice, the 17th of tliia last month, perceiving by the 
contents of the same, not only the disposition wherein yoa 
have found the duke imd senate, with the answers by them 
made unto your cliarge, but also tlie expectation may be had 
of their intents and purposes, declaring finaUy such news 
from tlie cjimp, and other as then were come to your know- 
ledge, for wliich your good endeavour and diligent advertise- 
ment, the kiug*s highness and 1 give you most hearty thank^ 
abidiDg with great desire to know and understand the further 
successes of these matters, and whether ufHm sucli new things 
chanced in the camp, you can by good policy and industry 
profit any better with them for the furtherance of the comm«oa 
affairs, wherein the king's highness and I be well assured 
that you will pretermit no good occasion that may be taken 
to induce them to all such tilings as may confer to the in- 
tended end and purpose, signifying unto you by certftUl 
lettersj received from sundry paits of Italy, the king's high- 
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ness and I have been adTertised, that albeit two armies of the 
imperials and Frenchmen were within half a miJe the one 
fixjm the other, the 7th day of the sajne Jast month, so remain- 
ing and continuing till the 17th day of the same also, whieh 
is the date of those letters we had from those parts, yet 
nevertheless there was at that time no battle stricken, but 
rather smaU appearance thereof for so much as the French 
king, strongly encamped in his field, wonlJ not issue out, nor 
they might without their great disadvantage, assail him and 
enter upon his fortifications, so that it was thought that the 
French king's intent was only to weary and confine the im* 
periali for lack of money to maintain and keep their army 
together; and forasmuch as the king*s grace imderstandeth 
that 20,000 ducats sent by the emperor into Italy were not 
then arrived, and that a great part of the 50,000 crowns that 
were in sir John Ilussel*s himds, whieh the king's gi*ace or- 
dained to have been given to the emperor's army in reward, 
is returned hither by exchange, and not possible to be re- 
covered at Eome, whereby, without other provision speedily 
made, the king's and emperor's atFairs might be in ^reat 
danger, and the French king prosecnte his purpose in one 
thing of the said imperials; the king's highness minded most 
like a loving father, uncle, and loving brother to put succour 
unto the lack which there may be on the imperials' side, hath 
cau.sed conventions to be made with Anthony Vivaldi, mer- 
chant of Sientia, and Anthony Dodo, merchant of Venice, in 
such gold and monies had at such time, price, and rate, as you, 
knowing the valuation thereof, can best rate and agree with 
their agents in the city, to whom promise and assurance is 
made» that upon exhibition thereof yours and my lord of 
Bath\s acquiescence specifying the receipt thereof, the same 
price and value aforesaid shall be here paid and contented 
ibr the same; whereupon they write at this lime, not oidy 
unto you, but also to their said agents — that is to say, Vivaldi 
to his brother, and Dodo to his father, showing themselves 
right ghid and comfortable to do unto the king's grace, 
service and pleasui'e herein, without any lucre or gain, but 
only as they may save themselves harmless with their goods, 
if they perform tlie same^ the king's highness will not fail to 
have tlie same in remembrance accordingly; whereof the king's 
pleasure is that, incontinently upon receipt hereof, you shidl 
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practise with the said agents and bankers^ having comnuuii* 
cation witti them upon the certain price, rate, and value of 
the said money, and to know how much they will be coa- 
tented to bargain with you lor, upon the commission of the 
said Anthony Dodo and Anthony Vivaldi, after the manner 
and form as is aforesaid, making your bargain assured with 
them for that purpose, so the money upon requisition may be 
had and received accordingly, without binding yourself to 
take more or leas, but as the case and necessity doth require, 
which thing well perfected and done, if then my lord of Bath 
sball write unto you to send away part of the money unto 
him, or otlier place, to be bestowed according to such in- 
structions as shall be now given unto him in that behalf, 
which is to |)erforni and make up the oO,QOO crowns, which 
was at Rome, by this and other means, and rather than fail, 
to employ also more in case of extreme necessity upon thw 
said emperor's army, before they should be compelled to break 
for lack of a competent sum of money, ye shall, in this case, 
cause such money to be delivered, giving acquittance xmto 
the merchant for the same, as my said lord of Bath shall 
appoint, wherein the king's mind is that yon shall give unto 
the bishop of Batb from time to time your good counsel — 
that is to say, how he were best to order himself in departing 
witli more or less of the said money, as is necessary in the 
emperor's array, and commodious with the knowledge of the 
successes as there shall require, to the intent his and your 
good wisdom and discretion may the better concur together 
in that behalf; and he having counsel of the king's trusty 
friends and servants there, as all wise men be desirous to 
have, may with confidence proceed in his doings as shall 
appertain, not for that lie should not do anything hereio 
without your counsel, for therein by tracts of time might he 
peril, but that he having your opinion might confer the same 
with his own, and then do as he shall think most eonvenient, 
ibr in effect this is the king's mind. 

First, to observe his promise made in these and my former 
letters for advancement of the 50,000 crowns to the emperor's 
army, and secondly, disbursing no money in waste, for live or 
sen thousand more, rather then fail, if the same be thought 
to convenient; and that lacking other provision, they should 
be else compelled to fail and lose their enterprises, or that the 
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haviug thereof may save and conserve the same. Wherefore 
now ye be advertised of the king's fall mind herein^ knowing 
also the state of the matters there, better than eafi be done 
here, the kind's highness and I do require you to order your- 
self doing diligence herein accordingly so as his grace may, 
by your good endeavours there, conduce these matters to the 
desired end to the honour of his highness, and to tlie benefit 
of his atfairs, as is the king's and my special trust in you; 
and fare ye welL At the king's manor at liridewellj the 5th of 
March, 1549. Your loving friend, 

T. Caud"^ Ebor. 

Letter LUI. 

VrlLUAM, AHCnBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, TO WOLSEY, (iN BE- 
HALF OF HIS JURISDICTION 0¥ THE PREROGATIVE COUKT, 
WHICH THE cardinal's OFFICERS ASSUMED.) 

pLEASETH it your grace to understand, that I am informed by 
the friends; of Jane Roper, wife and executrix to her late hus- 
band John llopcr, that she is called to appear before certain of 
your grace's commissaries in your chapel at York -place, for to 
take upon her as executrix, or else to refuse, or to be repelled 
as non-executrix, and the will of the said John Roper to be 
taken as no will, nor she to be taken as executrix. So it is, 
as I am informed, that this testamentary cause was called 
before such commissaries as were deputed to examine such 
testamentary causes as concerned the prerogative, where, by 
your grace's commissaries and mine, the party thinketh that 
she might have had indiiferent justice; and now by special 
labour and sinister means to be called before other commissa* 
ries of the prerogative, she and some other of her counsel 
writeth to me, that she is otherwise ordered than according 
to good justice. 

It is written to me also, that in case your grace should call 
all testamentary causes to special commissaries, that finally 
the jurisdiction of the prerogative should be extinct: and also 
all testamentary causes shall only depend upon your grace's 
pleasure, and no man's will to take any effect, but as it shall 
please your grace. 

I take God to be my judge, I write none otherwise unto 
your grace than others have written or spoken to my face* 
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Her friends saith also, tliat she desireth notMug but to be 
admitted sm executrix to her said hu&baud; and in case there 
be nnjthiug to be reformed in tbc will of tlie said John Koper, 
she is therevvitb contented as tbe laiv and good conscience 
shall require. 

I would your grace knew what rumour and obloquy ns both 
in tbcFe parts, and also in London, that no testaments can 
take effect otherwise than your grace is content. And it hath 
openly been showed me by divers men, that it is a great trouble^ 
Texation and iucjuieting to be called before your grace's com- 
jnissaries and mine; and also to lie called before your grace's 
special commissaries in your said chapel, or otherwhere at 
your grace's pleasure. And many saith, that it is a great 
oversight in me that I would make such a composition \nth 
your grace which should turn so many men to trouble and 
vexation, I take God to my judge, I write none otherwise 
nnto your grace than it hath been showed to my face, or else 
written unto me by letters; for I find your grace so loving to 
me and to mifie that I do hide nothing from your grace. 

Finally, I beseech your grace as heartily as I can, that it 
may ple-ase you that this matter may be deferred till after 
EasttLT; at winch time I shall wait upon your grace, and I 
doubt not that by means of your grace, and my waiting on 
your grace, all inconvenience in this behalf may be eschewed, 
and the parties more shortly relieved than by the process of 
tbe law, I am and always shall be glad that your grace nse 
all tilings at your pleasure; but I am sure your grace will do 
nothing contrary to the composition sealed with your grace's 
seal, and subscribed with your grace's hand concerning the 
prerogative, which my church time out of mind hath been in 
possession of T write plainly to your giace, for I know right 
weU your grace will be best content with truth and plain 
dealing, or else I would not be so bold to write nnto your 
grace in this manner, as God knoweth, who ever preserve 
your grace. From Charing, the 24th day of Februaiy. At 
your grace's commandment, Wim.iau C^lKtuab. 

Letter LIY. 

THE SAME TO THE SAME, (oF THE SAME IMPORT.) 

Plkaseth it your good grace to understand I am informed 
that yoar grace intendeth to interrupt me in the use of the 
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prerogativej in the which my predecessors and I, in the right 
of my church at Canterbury, hatli been possessed by pn\^lege, 
custom and prescriptionj time out of mind. And for the in- 
terruption of the same, your grace is minded, as I am informecl, 
to depute Dr. Allen; which if your grace should so do, con- 
sidering til at not only all mine officers of my courts of tke 
arches and the audience, but also the commissaries of my 
diocese of Kent, and I myself, not only in matters of suit of 
instance of parties, but also in cases of correction dependiog 
before me and them he continually inhabited by our officers, 
I should have nothing left for me and my officers to do; hut 
should be as a shadow and image of an archbishop and legate, 
void of authority and jurisdiction, which would be to me per- 
petual reproach, and to my church a perpetual prejudice. 

Wherefore, inasmuch as I trust veiily in your great good- 
ness, that your grace would not be so extreme against me and 
the right of mj church before named, I beseech your grace, 
the premises considered, to defer and respect this matter until 
I may have communication in this behalf with your grace 
when it shall please you at your leisure. And your pleasure 
known, I will be ready to give attendance on your grace, 
beseeching you also to give credence to my chaplain, Master 
Wellis, this beorer, in such matters he will show your grace 
en my behalf. At my manor of Croydon, the 18th day of 
Mardi. At your grace's commandment, 

William Cantuas. 

Letter LV, 

wolsey to stepuen oaedinee, ( about the popedom.) 

jMe. Stephen, albeit ye shall he sufficiently with your colleges, 
by such instructions as be given to Monk Vincent, intbrmed 
of the king's mind and mine concerning my advancement unto 
the dignity papal, not doubting hut that for the singular de- 
votion which ye bear towards the king and his aifairs both 
general and particular, and perfect love wlucli ye have towards 
me, ye wiH omit nothing that may be excogitate to serve and 
oonduce to that purpose, yet I thought convenient for the 
more fervent expression of mine in tbat behalf to write to 
you as to the pei-son whom I most entirely do trust; and 
by whom this thing shall be most rightly set forth, these few 
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wordii following of mine own hand, I doubt not but ye do 
profoundly cousider ii^ well the state wherein the church and 
idi Christendom di>th stand now presently, as also the state of 
thi^ realm and of tlie king's^ set;rtit matter, which if it should 
be brought to pass by any other means than by the authority 
of the church, 1 account tins princo and realm utterly undone. 
\Vlicrefore, tliat is expedient to have such one to be pope and 
counnon father to all princes as may, can, oud would give remedy 
to the premise.^. And albeit I aeeouiit myself much unable, 
and that t=hall he now incommodious in mine old age to be the 
said coniinon father; yet when all things be well pondered, 
and the qualities of all the cnrdinals well considered, ahsit 
mThum jftctaulkr^ there shall be none found that can and will 
set remedy in the aforesaid things but only the cardinal Ebcjr, 
whose goml will and holiness not to you of all men unknown; 
and were it not for the re-integration of the stnte of tlie 
church and ^ee apostolic to the pristine dignity^ and for the 
conducing of peace amongst Christian princes, and es^peeially 
to relieve this prince and realm from the calamities that the 
same be now in, all the riches or honour of the world should 
not cause me nudum aspirare sed ne cotiscniire to accept the 
said dignity, and although the same with all commodities 
were ofiered unto me, Nevertheless, conlbrming myseh' to 
the necessity of the time, and the will and pleasure of these 
two princes, I am content to appone fdl my wdt and study, 
and to set forth all means and ways el bene J'aciam rehns 
Chrktiamtaiis for tlie attaining of the .said dignity; for the 
achieving and attaining whereof, ibrasmueh as tliereupon 
dependeth the health and wealth, not only of these tw^o princes 
and their realms, but all Christendom, notidng is to be omitted 
that may conduce to the said end and purpose; wdierefore, 
Mr. Stephen Hince now ye be so plainly advertised of my 
mind and intent, I shall pray you to extend omnes nervos 
ifHfCfm tuL ul isia res ad effectum perdue t possit, JiulJis par- 
i;ejulfi sumptihif^, poU'witutioiiibus sive laborious, ita ut horum 
rideris mgenki et affecHones sive ad privatti sive ad publica 
ita ffecom modes aetiones iuas. A^ou d^est tibi et eollef/is tuis 
ftmpimima pntestas nalUs ter minis atii eojiditionibus Umitata 
s'fve re&tricta et rpiicquid feceri^\ seito omnia a pud hnnc regem 
et me esse f/raia et rata* i\ fiE/« omnia ^ at paiteis absolvam, in 
iuo ingenio et^fide reposuimm, Niftti super est aliud scri^m- 
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dum nisi guod supplex or em nt omnes aciiones tuas secundet 
Deits optimtis Muximusqite ; et ex corde vale. Ex eEdihus 
meis West'Mona^it^ 7tk PebruariL Tti<s et ampUtiuUnm 
cupidissimiis, 

T. Cakd'-'^ Ebor. 
Propria Manu. 

Letter LYI. 

FROM THE EARL OF NOHTHUMRERLA^TD, ADDRESSED "TO HIS 
BELOVED COUSIN THOMAS ARUNDELj ONE OV THE GENTLE- 
MEN OF MY LORD LEGATEES PRIVY CHAMBEE." IT IV AS 
WRITTEN SOON AFTER THE DEATH OF THE EARl's FATHER j 
IN 1527. 

(From the Arcliives of the Duke of Norihumhprland.) 

Bedfellow, after my most hearty recommendation* This 
Monday, the 3rd of August, I received by my servant, letters 
from you beai*ing date the 20th day of July, delivered unto 
him the same day at the kind's town of Newcastle; wherein 
I do perceive my lord cardinal's pleasure is to have such 
books as were in the chapel of my late lord and iather (uhose 
soul Jesus pai'don). To tlie accomplishment of which, at 
your desire, I am conformable, notwithstanding I trust to be 
able once to set up a chapel of mine own. But I pray God 
he may look better upon me than he doth. Bat uiethinks I 
have lost very much, pondering it is no better regarded; the 
occasion whereof he shall perceive. 

First, the long lying of my treasurer (with the cardinal) 
with his very hasty and unkind words unto him, not on my 
part deserved. 

Also the news of Mr, Manning, the which i^ blown abroad 
over all Yorkshire, that neither by the king, nor by my 
lord cardinal, am I regarded; and that he >W11 tell me at my 
meeting with him, when I come unto Yorktihirci ; u'iiich 
shall be within this month, God wiUing: hut 1 fear my words 
to Mr. ManniJig shall displease my lord, ibr 1 will be no 
wai'd. 

Also, bedfellow^ the pains I take and have taken since my 
coming hither, are not better regarded; but by a ilattering 
bishop of Carlisle, and that false Worm, shall be brought to 
the misery and carefulness that I am in, and in such slanders. 
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that now, an my lord cardinal would, he cannot bring me 
out thereof. . * . • . 

I shall with all speed send up your letters with the booka 
tinto my lorrl's grace; gay, as to mj four Antiphonars, such as I 
think were not seen a great while; live Grails, an orderly, a 
Manual, eight Professionaries,* and for all the residue, they 
are not worth the sending, nor ever was occupied in my 
lord's chai>el; and also I shall write at this time, as ye haye 
willed me. 

If mj lord*s grace will be so good lord unto me, as to 
give me licence to put William Worm within a castle of 
mine off Alnwick, in surety, until the time he have ac- 
counted for more money received, than ever I received; I 
shall give his grace two hundred pounds, and a benefice of 
a hundred poiuids worth unto his college^ with such other 
things reserved as his grace shall desire: but unto such time 
aa mine auditors have taken account of him : wherein^ good 
bedfellow, do your best, for else he sliall put us to send mye/^ 
as at our meeting I i>hall show you. 

And also give secure credence unto this bearer, whom I 
assure you I liave found a mai'vellous honest man, as ever I 
found in my life. In haste, at mj monastery of Hull Park, 
the 3rd day of August. In the own hand of 

Yours ever assured^ 

H. NOKTHUMBERLAIO)* 

To my bedfellow Arundel. 
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GRANT OF A PENSION FROM TBE EMPEROR CHARLBS V. WHEK 
KING OF CA8TILLE, TO CARDINAL WOLSEY, 1517. 

(From Fiddes's CuUecLion.) 

Tnrs document shows, that at the time Wolsey negotiated 
the league of London, he was actually in the pay of Charles^ 
as his enemies would have said; and yet in that matter he wa» 
at the time supposed to favour Francis^ from whom lie had no 
pay. 

* DiiTerent porticiiia of the Eoman-catliollc rituoL 
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" Charles, hy the grace of God, king of Castille, Leon, Gre- 
narkj Arragon, Kavarrej the two Sicilies, Jerusalem^ Valen- 
cia, ]^fajorca3 Sardinia, Corsica, &c.j archduke of Austria, 
duke of Burgundy^ Brabant, Stjxia, Carinthia, Carniola, Lem- 
burgii, Luxemburg and Gueldres, count of Flanders, Hapa- 
hurg, Tyrol, jVrtois, Palatine, Burgundy^ and liidnaultj land- 
grave d' Alsace, prince of Stiahia, marqnis of Burgaw and of 
fhe Holy Empire, of Holland, Zt-eland, Ferrette, Friburg, 
Namur, and Zutphen, count of Friesland, of the Marches of 
SeUivoniaj of Portenan, Salins, and Maliues, to our trusty 
friends and subjects, the ti'easurer- general and treasurere of 
our domains and exchequer, health and goodwill : 

" We would have you to know that out of the good and sin- 
gular atfection that we bear to the person of the right reverend 
father in God, our dear and especial friend, the archbishop of 
York, cardinal and primate of England, and in some small 
degree to reward Inm for the labours, pains, mid trouble he 
has had and taken in arranging and bringing to pass the 
goodj firm, and favourable friendship, confederation, and un- 
derstanding, lately effected between our well-beloved brother 
and uncle, the king of England, his master, and ourselves^ to 
the said lord cardinal, for these causes, and others moving U3 
thereto, and that he may be the more disposed to retain his 
goodwill towards us, and to occupy himself in the mainte- 
nance, increase, and firm continuation of the said friendsliip 
and confederation, w^ehave accorded, and do award and accord 
to have and to hold from us the yearly sum of tliree thonssand, 
livres, forty gros of our Flemish money to the livre. 

*^ We therefore order and direct that there be paid to Inm, 
by the hands of our friend and faithful counsellor, the receiver- 
general of our revenues, John Mirecault, or any other receiver- 
general for the time being, out of the funds in his* possession, 
the said yearly pension, in half yearly equal proportions, com- 
mencing from the first day of July, the year 1516 last past, 
and so on in every future yeai*, during our good pleasure* 

" To which said receiver-genera!, present or future, this 
shall be his sufiicient w^arrant for paying the said pension. 

*' Given at Ghent, this Sth day of Jane, 1516, the second 
year of our reign* " By the King/* 
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COPl'^ OF A LETTER TO ME. CEOMWELL, IN RELATION TO A NA- 
TUKAL DAUGftTETl OF CARDINAL WOLSEl'S, IN THE NCK- 
NERY OF SHAFTESBURY. 

Right honourable, after most humble commendations, I 
likewise beseech you, that the contents of tliis mj simple 
letter may be secret, and that forasmuch as I have great 
cause to go home, I beseech your good mastership to com- 
mand Mr. Heritage to give attendance upon your m.astership 
for the knowledge of yottr pleasure in the said sexjret matter, 
which is this; my lord cardinal caused ma to put a young 
gentlewoman to the monastery and nunnery of Shaftesbury, 
and there to be professed, and would hc^r to be named my 
daughter, and the truth is, she was his daughter, and now 
by your visitation she hath commandment to depart, and 
knoweth not whither ; wherefore I humbly beseech your 
mastership to direct your letter to the abbess there, that 
she may there contifiuej at her full age to be professed. 

Without doubt she is either twenty-four years full, or shall 
be at such time of the year as she was horn, which was 
about Michaelmas. In this your doing, your mastership 
shall do a very charitable deed, aod also bind Iicr and me 
to do you such service as lieth in our little power, as 
knoweth our Lord God, whom I humbly beseech prosper- 
ously and long to preserve you. Your orator, 

John Cluset. 
To the fight honourable and his 
most especial good Mr. blaster 
Cromwell, secretary to our sove- 
reign the king. 
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Note 1, (p. 4.) — Astrcilogy lias long, by tli€ absurd pretensions of its 
profeasoi's, been so effectually roiisigned to oblivions contempt,, tbnt tbe 
books wliicb treat of its principles bjtc rarely to be found even in libraries 
of curious literature, and are never inquired for veitbont iirovoking a Bort of 
compassionate riiiicuie not eanily withstood. And yet the study itselfj m 
professing to discover by cele»tiid pbenomena future mutations in the 
elements tmd terrcHtrial bodies,*' ougbt not to be despised. The tbeory of 
tbe tides is ^to^tUer an astrological doeinne^ and long before tbe dayti 
of Sir Isaac New ton, was as well undertttood txs it is at tbis tnoment. The 
eorresponilence wliicli the luicient pbysieians alleged to exist between Ibe 
positions of tbe moon and tbe stages of various diseases, boa certainly 
received a degree of confirmation ^ fiospicious to a modified revival of tlie 
doetrine of cj^estial induenceft^t It is not a just pldloBopby wlucb rejects 
as vain wbftt ap^jeurs to he improbable. Thougb many tbiugn, of wbicb the 
astrologers speak , be apparently fanciful, they are not the less wortliy of 
being examined. They btue asserted, ibat the lits of a paniciibir kind of 
madne^iA are go vera ed by tlie moon ; that lier rays quicken the pntrefueiioti 
of animals ;| ibat persons are I'eudered dull ajid drowsy who sleep abroad 
in tbe moonlight ; tbat vegetables sown iu the spring of tbe moon, differ 
in. flavour from tbe same kind sown in ber wane ; tbat xiuen pruned during 
ber eonJLinction with tbe sun, s^hoot forth a less rank foliage afterwards; 
and that timber felled;^ At the same time, eudure^i longest nneorrnpted^g 
They have also alleged thfit oysters, crabs^ and all testaceous fish, grow fat 
and full with the waxing of the moon, and d™idie with her waning. That 
she has an iniluenee on the procreation of mares and horses ; and that 
children bom at the time of n^w moons are tdways short-lived. .\iiy man, 
possessing patience and inch nation , might so easily ascertain the fact of 
these things, that it is surprising they should be slill pronounced incredible, 
and deJiied rather than contradicted. 

" Yet safe the world and free from ehtmge doth last ; 

No years increase it, and no years Cftii waste, 

Its course it urges on, and ke<?ps its frtnne, 

And still will he, because 'twas still the same. 

It stands secure from Time's devouring rage, 

For 'lis a God^ nor csui it change with age.** 

* Sir ClniKtoiiher Ileyilou'A Defence of Astrologi", 2 Ed. KJO']. 
+ Dr. Mead*a Treatise coucerning the influcfuce of the sun and nKwn 
upon humun bodiesj ka. 
I Heydon, -ii"). % Ibid. 180. 
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And J therefore, say the astrologierfl, a correspondence and coincidence must 
exist tlirougbout the nniversfd {ihenomenii; u^ m the nmcbinerj of a cloek, 
in whick the state of on^ part indicates what lia» pas»ed» or is to happen in 
another. 

The principles of u.strologfy, like those of eve 17 other sciewcf , must biiTe 
been founded 011 some species of experience. T)je first oocurrences thoC 
probably attracted obHervatioDT would be those that uaturally had some 
apparent concordance with the greiU himinaiies and planets, wiieh as tlie 
seasons of tbe j Kar, iSce, Tbe tides, viir) Jiig with the phages of the moon, 
wouJd efu-ly oljtain attention : their regular increase^ eorreaponding to her 
oppositiou aud conjnnetion, would lend to the cousiileration of the solar 
inflaence. Thence, perhaps, it wuh observed^ that when certain plantris 
tvere in portieular eoiiHielltitioiiM, and the sun in certain signs of the zodiac, 
the tides were otherwise afi'ected. Hence the qualitieB of the planttaiy 
inJluenee came to be studied. 

A transition from iho tides to the variations of the atmosphere, if tliey 
did not first attrwct notice, was verj uatnral ; and as volelndinarians are 
particularly nJiected by tlie weather, the prog:rc«8 towards that branch of 
aatrolog)' which relates to diseases would be the consequence. 

If the dineascH of man be refjulatt-d by the stars, why not his pasaiosB 
also ? And, as bis pasnions govern his notions, making one class of 
motives more acceptable than another, why not by the uieaus of his passions 
regulate hi» fortune ? Fortune l^ but another name for ^itnadoii, and n&eai 
are evideinLly iJlin^ed into tl^eir vnrious eircumf+tanccs or situfttions \vy theit 
paaaions. The next iiiquirj' woiild niitundly, therefrtre, be to ni^certain l^oni 
what ptinieular aspects of the skies the varieties of fate and obaracler pro- 
ceed* Hence the theory of uatitities, and that branch of the foludy wliioh 
haa brought the whole into sucb disrepute, Ptolemy bad vainly warned hi« 
foUowerH not to forctel particnlarly, bnt nnivemallyt as one that aeetb 1 
thing afiiur oil"; but, not content with telling particuhiriy, they alleged, in the 
very face of their fuuditnientjil position, that man possessed a p«wtr of 1 
altering his destiny ^ by ailirmiDg that hi a will was free* and I bat he hod tbo 
|Hiwer of choice and election, forgeiiuig that the foreknowledge of an 
apprehended future evil, generated a motive which might lead to the adoption 
of the conduct by which it wfl» avoided. 

The notion of the nit a Iter ability of the world, as the atbeisdctil astfologOTS 
entertained it, in ut once curiousi and absurd, imd wammted inJiffrenee» 
wliich they would not, perhaps, have readily admitted. Proceeding npon 
tile supposition that there doef^ exist Huch a concordance in the nuiverse aft 
they msdntained, it is ohvioua, from the motions of the earth, imd of the 
system to which she helonga, that no two astrologicul observations could 
be found iti the course of mauy ages precisely similar : a general resem* 
hlance of eifect is the utmost that- could be obtained, nutil, in the progress 
of the various movements of the whole uid verse, the e»irth, in all respects, 
came again to ihe situati<m which she held, in relation to everj^ other part, 
Tvhen the first observation was made- When she has done thif?, it must be 
allowed from the premises, that a new serieif of efiects will commence, in 
everytliing resembhug the past. History hnving finished her tale, will 
bej^n to Tep«at it ; and persons and events under tlie same names, and iu 
the same forms, as those of whom we have beard, will appear. 

The professors of jdchymy have written the ret'ords of their processes. 
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in & language of tytiea «nd symbols as inscrntaUe as that, of the priests of 
Anubis. Whetlier liiey did or did not possess tbe art of making gold, May 
be fairly queatioiiert, until tbe knowledge of iU«ir secrets is complete^ and 
their experiments h&ve lieen renewed ; but tliat no natural impediment 
exists to the attainment of the art, Mi\ Davy has gone fiir to ahoir. 
From the reported testimony of one of themselveSj it would appear that the 
iio|je of making an immortalizing elixir was not aeiioiisly Entertained by 
the ftlehymists. The utmost wljich they professed to make, was a cordial 
which should refresh and preserve tht' animal f^pirits whpu the firame was 
not vitally iinitaired. Possibly, extricatetl fioni the ciibalistic technical 
jargon which they used, tlieir studies may have been both rational and 
ingenious ; at least, on opinion of ih&m onght not to be formed from the 
rielicule which ignorant pretenders so justly provoked. John Frederick 
Helvedns, doctor and practitioner of medicine at the Hafftie, in the year 
1005, gives a curious account of a conversation which he hod with an 
alcb^Tnist on the subject of the 8ione and the Elixir, and which he intro- 
duces with a description of the alchymist's person, that, even in the bad 
tnmfilation hefore raey has the merit of being rcmarkahly vivid and utttural* 

The doctor inf[uired wliether, by the use of that elixir which Eliaa 
fiffirmed yvm known to the ulehymifttSj the pristine nature of man may he 
converted into anew one — the sad iuto cheerful ? "^Not at all, Sir," said the 
artist, ** for so great power was never conferred on any medicament, that it 
conld change tlie nature of man. Wine inebriating, taken hy diverae 
individual men, in him i^ho is drnnk changeth uat Ui-s natiu'e, but only 
provokes, and deduc€:th into act what i« natnndly and potentiaily in liim, 
but hefore was, as it were, dead. Even so is the operation of the nnivensal 
medicine, which, by recreation of the vital spirits, excites sanity, for a time 
only suppressed, because it wois naturally in him before ; even as the heat 
of the sun changeth not herbs or flowers, but only provokes the same, and 
from tlie proper potentid nature of them deducetli them into act only i for 
a man of a melancholy temper i» again raised to exercise his own melancholy 
matters ; and the jovial man, who was pleasant, is recreated in all his 
cheeiful at'tions ; and bo, consequently, in all desperate dJseaseJ^ it is a 
present or most excellent preservative." Soon after he adds, ** But if any 
prolongation of hfe by some philosophic medicament could have been 
iudueed against the predestination of the omnipotent God, undoubtedly 
neither Hermes, TrismegiitUB nori'aracelsus, nor Rayraund Lully,* nor count 
Beruliard, and many more like illnstriona possessors of tins great mystery, 
would have yielded to the common death of all mortals, bnt, perhaps, 
have protracted their life until this very day» Therefore, it would be tbe 
part of a fimatiu and foolish miui to afEdm this^-yea, of a most fooH:jh mun to 
believe and assent to the aame, touching any one medicament in the things 
of nature." 

Presently the conversation changed to jhe tranfmntation of metals, and 
HelvetiuB afllrms that Eliaa gave him a specimen of the Philosopher's Stone, 
with wlncli he yerformed u successful experimeul. Helvetius himself doea 
BOt appear to have been an alchymii»t ; he wa^s unacquainted with the 
fiubjects of which Elias spoke, aud had written a book against sir Kenelm 

* Haynuind Lully is said to have tanght Edward III. the art of znoJdng: 
gold,^ — Sinclair, Hiat, Be venue, 75* 
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Digby, who prote^ed to muke n sympatbeiic powder wbich could cimr 
wounds at a distoiice. In refuting tbc pi-«teiiGdoiis of ^ir Keuelm, he had 
maude use of some expre^siouti relative lo ilie pursmts of alcbymy, wfaicli 
induoeit Eliaa to call on Mm. — Goldeu Calf, !)y, 100, ed. lOUK ' A good 
mant for «ticli ji l)ook ! 

Tlie Eoijjcniriimji were a particular Order of Alcbymisti** and professed U) 
be uble to tramimiilL^ tlifl laetalM. The names of fsecret liubstauces employed 
in tbe jproceaa, were communis filed lo the members iit their adminmuo int* 
the society, or, rather, the meaoiug of the s^iabolica] luiigiuige by which 
the majteriALs were described wa±i explained! lo ihtui], nud it was the use of 
tljftt language which gave ilse to tbe opinion, that the liosicrucians Iwtd 
particular notions reiiiiive to Bpirits* They were, in fact, a, society of 
experimentul philosophers, and uaedy aecordiug to the fashjou of the age in 
which the society wrm founded — a c&hoii^tie mode of expression, iii order to 
enhance the raerils of theii- knowledge. Tliis society is still supposed to 
have some sort of an existence ; hut wbetUer its members believe tiey 
possess tlie key lo the syrabuliccd language, and are able lo convert comzDon 
into precio«« metals, in not easy to be aaceitained. 1 have met with & 
gentleman, who said he was a Royicrtician* There is a dictionaiy, in French, 
which says, tljat Ovid's Meiamoi-phoses deseribe iik-hymical processes. I 
have not been able to meet wiili it. 

Note 2. (p. 18.) — ^Pinkertoii, whose reseaixbes have illustrated ibe truns- 
actions between the coni*ts of England and Scothmtl, daring the reigns of 
.lames IV. and his son, more fully than any of the hitatorians who have 
written of that period, gives an aeeoiijit to the following effect, of the origin 
of tluH war. Letters of reprisal had been panted to Andrew, Robert, and 
John Barton, who in the yttu- 14Ht3, commanded a rich merchant ship, which 
a Portuguese Bquudron captured, and for the loss of which the suflerers cotild 
not otherwise obtain indemniiy, Althotigli the lapse of tbiity years, might 
Iiave abated the sense of injury, the Bartons were atitiv& in revenging their 
domestic miBfortunei^, Famauuel, king of Portugal, remonstrated agaiu«?t their 
depredations on Ids subjects, and offered a jndicial examination of tlieir 
claims : but as he neglected a message which, four years before, James had 
sent, to conciliate the dispute, and to restore the ancit^nt amity of the two 
natiouH;, his remoustrance and offer were ecinolly disregarded, and the Bar* 
tons repaid the loss s obtained by their father, from the spoil of the Portu- 
guese trade, which, in cousequeiu*e of llie discovery of the maritime route to 
India by Gftma, wrts then the licliesat in the world* Andrew Baiton, with 
two vessels, the Lion, a hu-ge ship of war, and Jenny Pirwcn, an armed sloup» 
traversed the narrow seas, to the annoyance of the Englis^h vessels, which 
he molested upon pretence of searching for Portngtiese goods. The English 
merchants complained of this giievance; and, in foni^eipience, lord Thomas 
liowai-d and sir Eihvard Howard, sons of the eaii of yurrey, were sent with 
two ships in pursuit of Barton, whom ihey met in the Uowns, After an 
obstinate conflict, the Scottish conunauder fell, and the Howards were vic- 
torious. James, exceedingly vexed by the event, and loss of ko gdlant m 
officer, despatched a herald to the English court to claim repiimtion ; but 
Henry only answered, that the fate of pirates should never occasion disputes 
among princes. 
A more rainute chhbb of enmity arose from cuoilier private feud. Sir 
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Koberl Ker, cupbearer to Jaraes, nnd also wftrdea of the middle niarch» liav* 
in^' been severe in the ndminisiimrioii of tiie Jfttteroffice, waMfilmu by HeroD, 
Lilbiirn* wid StiwkeiJ, ilwse turbulent E-iigliali hoitierers. Heiiiy VII , in 
wliosfi reijn tlii-H oiiUii^ye was perpetrated, gave up Lilburii. Starketi and 
Heron escujied ; but Herou of Ford, hrorher to tlie murderer, wns g^ven itp 
fls ft pledge for iLc sunendcr of tlie Uttlcr, nnd ivas impris^oned in Fn?tcnlle, 
with Lilbuni, who died tlieri?. S50on after tlie accesiiion of Henry V11I.» 
Storked irad Ht-ron re-appeared, as if conncions tbat theyi>bt>uldbe protpcted. 
Andrew Ker, sou nf sir Hobert, acquainted mtli this tact, sent two of hh 
servnntH to pnTiisli the assassins of his father, and they returned wiib Star- 
keds hejul, which Kcr exposed T^ith impimity in one of the rao»t public pluces 
iu Eflinburgb. 

Piukertoii ah^o niButiotis a domeatie proTooatioa which Henry had giv*>n 
to the family of Scotland, by evadintf the delivery of t\ legary of valuabltf 
jewels, bequeathed to the qneeu by l^er father. The clmrrtcter of Margaret 
was not niilike her brother's, buhl tuid ller^-. Jn one of lier letters to him, 
she upbraids him for his pitiful conduct concerning the lec^cy, kueI desiirea 
no mora maybe said of it, as bior hTisband grew every day more and more 
kind to her, and would pey the value of the legacy himself. " We are 
OKhamed/' she addw, "therewith, and would God never wnrd hud been thereof: 
it i* uol worth such estimation as is io yourdivci-^e letters of the same." 

The grtind source of the war must bUU, however, be looked for in the 
principles which had for many agea induced the ffoveniment of Scotland to 
prefer the politics of France to those of England, Foi-, on the 10th July, 
15]'>, James ratified a league, pre\ioiisly arranged, by which he, in fact, 
united liimself to Lewis, nJthoiiffh more than auotber year after irtia coti- 
eutned in fruitless mid insincere iiegoliittion. 

Note -b (p. 10.) — It is somiiwhat extmordinarv" that a work so generally 
read as Hunie^s iJistory of Knglnnd, shouhl pass through several editiona 
for the Inst twenty years, with the omii^fiion of the chai'acter of pope Ju- 
lius II. The pasi^flge alluded to may he found in the early editions of 
Hume's En^huid, iu the reign of Henn* YllL abi>ut the year iDltl, and on 
the subject of the leiigue of Cambray* It exhibits one of those sketches of 
character for wbiclt Hnroe is ju.^tly celebrated, and in liis best mnnner. The 
Htyle ia vigorous, the coloniing impressive, and the whole piece indicate* 
the luiud of a muster. It is as foSlpwH : 

*' Alexander the Sixth was dead ; a man of a siugulai' cbiu-Qcter, and, ex- 
cepting his son, CxEsar Borfpn, almost the only man we read of in history 
who baa joined great capacity with the blackest vices, aud the most aban- 
doned profligacy of manners. After a short interval, Jnliuft the Second Ixad 
succeeded to the papal throne, who, though endowed with many virtues, gave 
almost as mticli scandal to the world as his detested predecessrjr : bis \irtues 
were deemed unsuitable tr> his station of sovereign poiititr, the spiritual 
judge and eomnion father of Christians* Actuated by lui nnextinguishable 
thirst of glory, inHexible in his schemes, nndaunted iu Ids cnterjjrises, inde- 
fatijjahle in his pursuits ; magnanimons, imperious, doniineeiing ; his vast 
Konl broke through all fetters which old age and the priestly character im- 
posed upon it, and* during his pontificate, kept the world in contimial agita- 
tion." 
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Note 4^ (p. 28.) — General Monk inendons, tliat Selim was indnced to 
nndertake the invaaion of Persm by tlie reprevetHation of one of tlie |>asl}>'iA. 
The iaforoiaiiou, however^ which the piLshu had given oa to tlie stuie of ihe 
country tlircmgh which his nmrch lav\ was so incorrect, that the army lo&t a 
vast uiLinber uf meu^ &ucl suffered great haixUbi^s ia those deserts, wbicU 
hod proved i^o dis.a^irou9 to the Boman le^ionA. Considering Hie pasba 
justly responsible for Lis advice and information, ha ordered him to be put 
to death, although the enterprise bad proved sucoeasfuL — Ohsercathm on 
Miliimjand Pulitmd Affaim^JhUo edit.tpage 20» — G. 

Note 5, (p, 40.) — Thei-e ia a very pretty monkish morality in tbe 
British MuKe«m; the subject of Tchioh is the incredulity of Thomas.^ 
Cottitnian {Library) Vi'spas'tan, i>* VI/I. 

The piece opens with a dialogue; Eneas and Cleophas. 

Ckophnjt. — Brotlier Kueas, 1 jou pray, 
Plcasiug to you if tliat it be, 
To the castle then a Httle way 
I' hat you vouchsafe to go with me, 
Eneas, — Already, brother, I walk with thee 

To yonder castle with right good cheer; 
Run together, anon go we, 
Brother Cleophaa, we two, in fear. 
Cleophas, — Brother Eneas, I am sore niov'd 

Wjeti Chri<it our master comes in my mind. 
When thut I think how he was griev*d 
Joy in my heart I none can find : 
He vfa» J40 lowly, so good, so kind, 
Holy of life and meek of mood, 
Alas ! the Jews eyes they were too blind 
Him for to kill, tbiU. wan so good. 
They continue to discourwe on the crucifixion, when Chmt joins them, 
and requests to walk with them in fellowship. 

In the same volume, there is another composition still more sin^iir. It 
is no lea« thou a rude dramatic otillioe of the snljeet of *' Milton's PAmdhse 
Lost.'* It opens with one Dens giving the following account of himself:— 
" My name is known, God and EJug^ 
My work to make well I wend, 
In myself resteth my reigning, 
It hath no *ginning nor none end, 
And all that ever aliall have being 
It is enclosed in my imnd i 
Wlien it la mmU tu my liking, 
I may it save, I may it cliind. 

After my pleasure. 
So great of might is my powsUe, 
All tilings that be, belong to me ; 
I aiJi a God in person three 

Knit in one snbstance. 
I am the true Trinitie 
HePB walking in the woue, 
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Tliree persona myself 1 s€e* 

Looking in me God alone 

I am llie fader of fiowstie, 

My son with tna 'ginneLh gone, 

My ghost is ^i^iLce^ m majestie. 

I wTlIetli welih lip in liettveii'a Oiroae. 

Que God tbree I coll j 

I iini father of niiglit. 

My sou keepetli right, 

My j^^bost hath hght 

And graco with all ; 

Myself be^'nnlng never did take, 

And endless I am through my own might. 

First I mmle heaven with sioia of hght 

Ju mirth and joy ever more to wakej 

In heaven 1 beheld angels fiijl hright 

My servanUH to be tdi tor my sake, 

With miith and melody worsliip my might. 

1 held them in my bHss, 

Angels in hcav'n ever more shall be 

With mirth and song to worship rae 

And joy 9 they may not via. 

Here angels enter singing Htdlelujah, Lutifi'r then says— 

To those who woraliip sing ye tins song, 

^To worship God, or reverence me ? 
Bot ye me worship ye do me wrong, 
For T am the worthiest that e'er may be. 

Angel Bwiti\— 'We worsldp God of might moat strong, 
Wlio hath fomied both us and thee j 
We may ne'er worship him too long, 
For lie is most worthy of majesiie. 
On knee to God we full, 
Our Lord God worsldp we, 
And in no wise honoureth we thee, 
A greater lord may ne'er now be 
I'han ho that made ub alL 

Lueijlr. — A worthier lord^ forsooth, am J, 

And worthier than he e'er wiB be. 
In evidence that I am more worthie 
I will go Kitten in God's see. 
Above Run, moon, and stai-s or sky, 
I am now set us yon may see. 
Now woraliip me for moat might. 
And for yonr lord honour now me 
Sitting in my seat. 

Augt^l Mali, ^^Goil mighty we forsake. 

And for more mighty we thee t^e, 
Thee to worship honour we make, 
And fall down at thy feet. 
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Deus, — Thee, Lucifer, for thy mighty pride, 
I bid thee fall from heaven to hell ; 
And all who holden on thy side 
In my bliss never more to dwell, 
At my commaudment anon down them fl jde 
With mirth and joy never more to dwell ; 
In mischief and movas ay shall they abide. 
In bitter burning and fire so fell 
In pain ever to be pight. 

Lucifer. — ^At thy bidding that will I work. 

And pass from joy to pain so smart. 
Now I am a devil full dark 
That was an angel bright. 
Now to hell the way I take 
In endless pain into the pight, 
For fear of fire a faint I crake 
In hell's dungeon my doom is diglit. 
Devs. — Now heaven is made for angels' sake 
The first day and the first night ; 
The second day water I make. 
The welkin also so fair and light." 

The reader, I am sure, will readily pardon the length of this curious 
quotation. Before Milton's day, his subject, if not attempted in prose, was, 
certainly, in rhyme. I am not aware that either of these two holy operas 
has ever been printed or quoted. 



INDEX. 



Adrian, the tutor of Charlea V^ elected 
pope, 54 I joins tlifl confederacy 
against Francis,, TG ; dies, it. 

Adrian, Henry Vlll.'s agent at Home, 
bequeatlittid & pnUicc to him, Si, note, 

Albany, duke of, Im assumption of tlie 
rf geoey of Scotland a ground of com- 
plaint against l<Yiuic(.\ 2b; titipulatlou 
of Francii to recal him, 35 : permit- 
ted by Francig to depart for ^Kit- 
land,. 13 ; re:ca]:ltid IbiLber by a large 
party in the etatCp and invited by tlie 
queen, ^J i disappointed in bia de- 
idgtiA on Euj^laiid, returns to rariis, ib. 

Alexander VI-, pope, vicea of tbe pou- 
tifleal govemjueut after his clec- 
tion, iB. 

AlJcn, Wolacy's chaplain, disconteiit<? 
excittiid by bis conduct as judge of tlie 
Ifgatlne court, 141. 

Ambassadors, Wol*cy^s practice of re- 
proving tbem wlien displeased witb 
the conduct of their court^^ H'J, note. 

Atnlena, meeting of cardinal Wolsey 
and Francis I. near, 103. 

ArtlsuT, prince of Wale?, his marringe 
will I Katliarinu of Arragon, I4i>, 

Arts, i^ue^ tiie otT&pring of Uteniture^ 32 ; 
their rtae in England^ iV>. 

Barn£S^ Dr.^ summoned before WoLsty 

for a acnxkon preached at Cambricige, 

VJ, note. 
Bayard, anecdote of, 23, note. 
Becket, bis shrine at Canterbury famed 

tiiroughout Cbriatendom for its ricbea, 

3 Si. 
Benevolence, commissions issued for 

levying, S9 ; discontents caused by, 

91 ; recalled at the instance of the 

ku3g, 32. 
Berkenhout, an error of his on tbe origin 

of the English drama, 134. 
Bcmens, lord, one of onr earlieeit drtt- 

mntic poets, IZ^, note. 



lllaokfriara convent, tiial In, respcctfng^ 
tbe validity of the maniage of 
Henry \"TII. with Katbarlne of At* 
ragon, IBO. 
Blood, circulation of, demonstrated but 
not discovered by Dr. Harvey, tii)^ 
note, 
Blouiit, S>ir John, bis dangbter bad a 

son by Henry VllI,, 151. note. 
lioi'dcEnix, aggremion of Francis J. on 

tlie Englisb at, &y. 
Bourbon, duke of, declart?s bimself in re- 
i>elIIou against Fruiicis 1.. 77 ; com- 
mands tbe imperial army in Italy, 
81 ; slain at tbe sack of Kome, U8. 
Uoy -bachelor, Wolsey so styled aL the 

univereity, 0. 
Brt^bon liiw, in Ii-claiui* 111). 
Buckingham, l^dwuriJ r?tafli>rd, duke of, 
his dt scent from Edward IIL, 54; 
origin of hi!* hatred of Wolsey, 55, 
note; accu&ed of trewsonable prae- 
ticei^, and tried, !i(J : euj^ence of tbe 
charges brought against tuni^ &1 ; bia 
conduct on i-eceiviug eentenc«, 58* 
Boleyn, -\njie, pasijiioa of Hcury VIII, 
for* 147 i history of lier early life, 
14!? ; her union witb lord Percy pre- 
vented by Wolsey at tlio king's re- 
quest, l&O ; ber SL-cret enmity to 
Wolsey t 151 ; recalled to court after 
the trial respecting the divorce^ m i : 
at the instance of the king, sends a 
token of her regard to Wolsey during 
liisiilacss, 100. 
Burnet, Ills assertion respecting the 
trial on Henry Vlll.'s divorce from 
queen Katliariae confuted by tbe tes- 
timony of other writers, 157, note. 

CAMnRiDflu L'nivei-sity't its st&tutcB re- 
viJied by canlinal Wolsey, IZS, 

Campcggio, cardinal, tbe [wpe's legate, 
Mb first reception in London, 30 ; ap- 
pointed, in conjunction v^ith Wolsey 
F P 
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to try the validity or Henry TIII.'s 
marriuge with Katliarinc, 153 ; the 
trial commeuced. l&if ; writes to thti 
pope, urging its toTocation to Koine» 
161 i contrives means for prolonging 
it, ikj vi^ta quij!«n Katbarliie tn 
company with Wolacy* lUi ? unex- 
pectedly arUumiJS the court, l(J4 ; re- 
ttima to Home, 165. 

Cards, an inatninaent in the great work 
of reformation, DS, notj;^, 

Carrows* Irish* a remarkable class of 
adventurers In, the Itith century, 
11-4, note. 

Carlisle, bishop of, Wolsey's reply t^>, 
rclatini? to a conversation with the 
king, 162. 

Cavendish, attends Wolsey in Mi djing 
moments, l!>7 ; promoted to wealth 
and situations which enabled him to 
hecome the founder of the dukedom 
of Ltevonshire, 199. 

Cawood Castle, near York, Wolsey'a re- 
sidence there, 194, in 5, 

CTmrlemagne, disorderii in France after 
his death, 12T. 

Charles V., period at which he suc- 
ceeded to the crown of Spain, SI ; 
Ills character, liii ; elected empemrt 
37; viaita Henry VUl. at Canter- 
bury, ib.; splendour of the meeting, 
88 I visits Henry at Calaia, 89 i con- 
sents that hi« accession us king of 
Spain to the len^ne of London ahall 
remain obligatory on him as emperor, 
40 ; rebellion of the people of 8paiu 
when be departed to be crowned em- 
peror, 4t ; appeiUij to Uenry against 
FrancI?, li.; congre-ss at Calais, <*./ 
treaty beltteen him, the pope, and 
lieiiry, 43 ; his second visit to Eng- 
land, and treaty in which he agreea to 
miita with Henry in the prosecution 
of war ajcrainst France, (H, 05; his 
supposed intention to ingratiate liira- 
self with Henry beyond the influence 
of WoUey, an ; campaign of the aJ- 
lied array In France — his troofis so 
ill provided as to be obliged to be dis- 
banded, mi hh army in Italy re- 
covers ^lilan, which he relbses to 
bestow on Francisco Sforza, 82 ; new 
arrangements with Henry for subdu- 
ing France, iL; sends to elalm the 
princess Mary on hearing of a ma- 
^imonjal proposal fttim Scothind, 



83 ; state of ! lis aJTairs at this p^od, 
itj, ; nefarious conduct of Ina ambas- 
sador at London, S6 ; victory of bid 
army at Fana» S7 ; his behai lour to 
Francl-i, his prisoner* 88 ; his answer 
to an emhasfiy Irom Henry, clainiing 
fuhllnwnt of treaties, 93 ; concludts 
the treaty of Madrid with Fraucim, 
*J& ; sack of Rome and capture of the 
pope by his troopa, 9 7 \ marries the 
prince&s of Portugal, 104 ; hJs tivvf* 
turwi to Henry, in order to avert tbd 
consequencea of hia treaty with 
Francis, 10^'> \ orders the pope to be 
set at Ifhtrty, iS.i hie reply to the 
heralds from Henry and Francis, los, 
liu ; informed by Katharine of the 
proccedinga of Henry Ylll. to pro* 
cure a divorce, 153; employs hi* iu- 
flueuce with the XKjpe to induce him 
to avocate the caufc to KDme, i(fiO; 
remarks on the sincerity of hj« en. 
deavoura to procure the popedom i 
Wolscy, 163, note. 

Christieni II. loses the crown of Dea*-^ 
mark, 75* Advice of Wolscy on his 
soliciting aid, i5. 

Chrlst-chureh college, Oxford, finnukd 
by cardinal Wolisey, 1S8 ; magniS^ 
eenca of the original design, 139, 

Church, in the age of Leo X. hsil 
attained the extremes of her pros- 
perity and ijoweiv 4G ; Wols^y's 
meaauFeB for reforming it, 47 ; state 
of, In the age of Charlemagne* I'iT; 
stratagem of the priesthood for re- 
fttraining anarchy in France, fft.,- its 
success suggested the scheme fcir 
rendering the preaching of Peter the 
Hermit more influential, 128; durs- _ 
tion of the holy war, \19^ mcN 
changes produced by it, impairxog t 
ecclesiastic authority, ih.i eSk^t 
the Eefbrmation on tbc poHtical 
power of churchmen, 130, 

Claud, queen of Francis I. mysterion^ 
hint rie:specting her death, 14SJ, not^. 

Clement VII. (Giulio dc Medici,) aao- 
cessor to Adrian, 7 7 ; his cliaracier* 
ih,; refused to accede to the league 
of Loudon, 61 ; attempts to reconcile 
France and England, 82 ; masterly 
view of the moral aud political state 
of Europe which Wolsey transmitted 
to be laid before him, 84; taksn 
prtsoncr at llome by the ImperialistXi 



INDEX. 



435 



MB ; money wtiioU he was obliged to 
borrow for bis random ot^faaioned the 
first iaaLitutlon of public funds, I0«'i> 
note ; me.'4S£Lge of Henry VIII. tOj 
reapectinj^his diirorce from Katbariries 
151 ;■ appoints Wclst^y and Cam- 
pcggio to try the tftusfe iit London, 
155 ; appliiation of Wolsi^y to liiin 
during bis lliue&s, 1^5; Katharine 
apptials to him, mo ; he is nrgcd by 
the emperor to avocate the cakise to 
RomOi, iL 

Coalitions irrceonollttbJ.e with natural 
jugtice, «2. 

Confessorg, licence.^ to choose them sold 
by the pope, 18, VJ. 

Ck>nvocatioii of clergy summoned, G9 ; 
Wolsey obtains a sub^dy from thf^m, 
7L 

Corbet, bishop^ extract Jrom, fa allusion 
to the obacnrity of Wolsey 'a grave, 
193, 

Cow, wooden figure of one* Wolscy's 
euperatitious allusion to, 1^2, note. 

Cromivell, Thomas, his intrepid conduct 
in the cause of Wolaey, 170j 18tf; 
rewarded by the king, 1 3!^. 

Crusade, prenched against the Toika in 
the time of Henry Yin., 2>4 ; pro- 
ject of the fKOiie for canymg it into 
effect, 2y. 

Cnmadcj* moral and political cfTects of, 
129. 

D ALL AWAY 'H Inquiries into the origin 
iind progress of heraldry in England, 
cited, lift* note. 

Dairies, sir John, a curions tract of lib, 
relative to Iveland, uoticeel, 117. 

Defender of the Faith, a title bestowed 
by Leo X. on Henry VIII., 52 \ areh 
remai'k of tbe klng'e Jester on the 
Bubjcet, iff, note. 

Denmark, rtivohition In^ 7 4. 

Deiimond,, earl of, his treaaonoua corre- 
spondence with the French king, and 
aftcrwanld witli tlie emperor, 120 1 
>VoI*ey'3 accusation of Kildare for 
neglecting to apprehend liira. 121. 

Diplomotcy, the inferiority of the English 
to the French in, of ancient date, 31, 
note* 

Dorset, the marqnia of, a patron of 
Wolsey, tl. 

Dramas, monastic, ill. 

^ seciiiar, in Ettglkli, Eone fonnd 



I to liftve been acted in the thne of 

Woleey, 154, note. 
Diirand, an enthusiast, stratagem of the 
• priesthood to appease the troidiles 

in France by his preaclung, 127 ; its 

tiuucesa, 128. 

EiKiAn, king, erected forty-seven monai'- 

teries, 47, note ; celiltaey of the 

I clergy established in his reign, lA. 

Bmbassieis iwid messages from ffonry 

YII. to Maximihan, 8 ; from James 

IV. of Scoliand to Henry VIII., 
i& { from Maximilian to Henry 
VIIL, 21; li-om Leo X. to Henry 
VQT.. 30 ; from Francis L to 
Henry VTIf, 32; from Henry to 
l^Yand:*, 41 ; from Cliarlea V, to 
Hifnry, demanding tlic princess Mary 
in majTiage, 83 ; from the regency 
of France to Henry, 8(t j to Charloa 

V. from Henry, as ; from the regency 
of France to Henry after the battle 
of Pavla, ib.j from Ferdinand* 
lihi^ of Hungary, to Henry, !>ti ; of 
canlitial Wolsey to Francis L, 100; 
from France and England to Charles 
V,, lOtf. 

England, state of the clergy and nobi- 
lity, of manners, learning, and trade, 
at the commencement of Henry 
Vlll.'s reign, 2 — 5; prosperity of the 
kingdom at his acce^ision, 9, 10; 
effect of peace with Scotland, 1 8 ; 
leagbe with France, 32 ; state of 
the church, 47 ? plan of reforrnutiou 
undertaken by Wolsey, 50 ; diM- 
cultic.^ of raising money for tbe isGniee 
of the state^ (JO ;. urdon of Henry 
VUI. and Charles V. against France, 
(14 ; snbsidies granted by the con- 
vocation and the parliament, tiU — 71 ; 
maxim of the constitution respecting 
the obligation of king.s and the power 
of lords and commons, 7(3 ; opera- 
tions in France and Scotland, SO, 81 ; 
discontents of the people, 8,"} ; eom- 
iniHsionH for a benevolence issued, Hti ; 
commotions in Suffolk, 91 ; peace 
with France, 1 04 j war with ilio 
emperor unpopular, 108 ; system of 
rule in Ireland, 113; design of 
Wolsey in reforming the clergy, 130 ; 
rise and progress of literdture and 
the arts, 132, 134; measures of 
Wolsey as the patron of national in 
F F 2 
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structioD, l;^6--H0; ftate of aflbirs | 
at lii« close of Wolfley'a ndminjatra* I 
tion, 173; cliBUge in the aJlianoe after | 
the battle of I'Avla cousldcri^, lUO. | 

EraHTnus describes W'oli^iey'fi table as 
sunouiidetl \dtb the wifvi and letuned 
of tkt! agf, lai. 

Europe, state of, during the predomi- 
nance uf the papal autliority, 1 ; 
view of, at the cummeneement of 
\Vol*ey'a adiaiiiiBtratioii» 24 ; at the 
cio^ii of the year iSi"i4, Si. 

Exchange of Francift 1, fur hie childnm 
oo the fipoiitiers of France and Spain, 

Exchequer, its diabnraenieDtB in the 
time of Woh«ey were on tiMount of 
the royal ]houi>ehohh except when 
annieB were iraut«iM>rted to F'raiteei 
ill ! benevolences wtre then solicited 
nn the clerjey and all oUicr willing 
Sud loyal iiuIiJiLNL'ts, it. 

Fast praclaime<l for pope Clement \'7T. 

during his captivsty, little obeencd 

by the people, ii% note. 
Fcniinand of Arragon in alliance with 

En^jlaiiU, 10, 
• Ferdinand, king of Hnngaiy, solleita 

aid from England againsiit the Torke, 

Feudal system, ealcalated only for de- 
fenisive operation??, 01 i never gene- 
rally entablblicd in Irelunrl, 11. "V. 

Field of Gold, in ricardy, so ealled from 
tlje meeting of tiie uoarts of Fr&noc 
and England. ZO. 

Fitzsimons, Patrick, his bravery in an 
engagement with tlic Irish rebels, 
lli:t. 

Floddcn, battle of, 1C- 

Flood* a seconiJ one, exp(M;ted in 
England in the days of Wolsey, 80, 
note. 

Fox» bifihop of \Vjucliester, a patron of 
Wolsey, 7- 

FranciH I, succeeds Louis XIL, 20; 
a^jsumes the title of ciake of Milan, 
'J^ ; cidtivateft the friendtihip of 
Wolfiey, in order to secure that of 
liig mujjter in suppoil of bia claun to 
the empire, 32 ; league of London, 
iff.; trciaty of affinity and alliance 
with Henry, 33 ; conditions on which 
he obtained the restoration of Tour- 
uny, So; declares himself a candi- 



date for the ifnperial erown, 30 ; liis 
chuRiCter, *&.; Ida mortiBeatJon at 
tlie election of Charles, S7 ; spkncUd 
spectacle of his meeting with Henry 
VIII. in Vicardy, SS ; hia dispnttj 
witli Cliarlus referred to Heniy^ 40 1 
congress of Calais, tb.j orders 
gootls, debts, and persotis, of the 
English in Bordeanx to be arreite^* 
5SJ ; summary retribution of tJie 
Englisjh mjm'ster, CO ; retreat of Us 
army from Italy, 81; advance?, rt- 
covera the town of Milan and bedegea 
l^avfa, b2 ; taken prisoner and 
carried to Spain, S(; — tsH ; harelily 
treated by Charles V., ib^ Uenry 
engages to procure his deliveranoe, 
&4 ; treaty with Charles at Madrid. 
pursuant to wldch he U released, and 
hiii children delivered as hostafCf^ 
1*5; his meeting witli Wolsey neirl 
Amiens, 103; treat leg concluded be-| 
twoenthem, 103, loi. 
Funds, public, when first instituted, | 
105, note. 

Geraldin^ their feud with the Bntien 

in Ireland, 118. 
GUbbe of the Irish. 114. 
GothB» their notion of inheritance, Tl, 

note. 
Greek language, conteat respt^ctlng Uw 

modern pronunciation of, at CtadftxTfl 

decidi'd by cardinal Wolsey, 139, 

note. 

Ham^, a mysterioua hint fhmi, rtespMt- 
ing the deatlj of Claude, que<£n €if 
France, 14LV note. 

Hamlet, in iShsikspeare's tragedy, reasoa 
wby he did not succeed his fathe*r,T4, 
note. 

Hampton Conrt, splentlid cntertainniieiit 
given by Wolsey at, to the Frfudi 
coram issioncra, 1 10—1 1 "i. 

palace of, rejEdgned ly 

IVolsey to the king, 142. 

Henry VI„ poUtn literature made some 
progi-e&s in hi« reign, 2. 

Henry VI L employ ii Wolsey on a fp^ial 
embassy to the emperor, 8 ; why in- 
duced to marry Kattiarine of Am- 
gon to hist son Henry after the deicth 
of Artlinr lier first husband, H5; hit 
dying exhortation to Henry to hteak 
off the inceetuous connexion, 14a. 
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Henty Yin.^ \us reign the most magni- 
ficent; in tlie nnmals of England, 3 ; 
state of manners, learning, and tracks 
at tbe period of lils accesaion^ 4, 5 ; 
ttiG first Englij^ti Idiig wJio «2»tablluhed 
a navy, 4, note; ciroumstancea under 
which he sncccetled to tlic cro^^-n^ 
description of his person* chaxacter. 
and maDners, 9 ; relations In which | 
he stDOfl to the varlou? sorereigna m 
Europe, 10 ; admits Wolsey to tlio 
Privy Council, and bestowd various 
favoiirs upon bim, 12 ; lett.er of 
Julius II. t^ gain bis a&.?i&tancc 
against France, I'l ; invudes France 
in conjunction witli the emperor, 14 ; 
takes Terouenne, li.; and Toumay, 
15 ; embassy from the king of 
Scotland, ib.; bis answer, ih.j newa 
brought him of the victory of Flod- 
den ; hia respect tbr the memory of 
James IV., IS; retnms to England, 
ih.; title of Moat Christian King he- 
atowed on him by Leo X., 10 ; grants 
peace to Louis, who marrit'S hia 
younger aiater JfiiTy, and soon after 
die:*, *iO; makcij IVoIsey bis prime 
minister, 22 ; adopts a sjiitcm of 
menacing neutrality in the war be- 
tween Francis L and the emperor, 
25—27 s efforljs of Francis to win his 
iinendabip by aeqniring that of 
Wolaey, 3i! i his high opinion of the 
talents of hh mintbter, i£v ; league 
of Jjondou, iks treaty of alUnity and 
alliuice wltli Francis, 3S ; eevere 
letter againfit Leo respecting the 
bijshopric of Tonniay, 34 ; visited by 
Charles V. at Canterbury, 37 ; his 
celebrated meeting with Francis on 
the plains of Picardy. 39 ; visits in^ 
terchanged between him and Charles 
at Gravelincs and Calais, ifl./ pends 
Wolsey to Calai:^ to act for htm m 
arbiter in the dispute between Charles 
and Francis, 41 ^ treaty with the 
pope and [the emperor, 43; his book 
on the seven ^aiicriiment^ induces the 
pope to entitle him Defender of the 
Faiths 51 ; agaui visited by Charles 
V. ; treaty of Windsor, G4 ; his 
nnbouudled muniAcenee in the enter- 
tainment of his guest, 65 ; reniark I 
Oi! an e«say written to prove him a ■ 
patriot king, 76, note; new arrange- | 
meats with Charles for prosecuting 



the war, S2 ; murmurs of liin subjecta ; 
he becomes dubious of the emperor'^ 
integrity* 84 \ alteration of his policy 
after tlie battle of Pavia, hi ; prepares 
for hostilities against the emperor, 83 j 
hia address to the privy council 
relative to the discontents of the 
people caused by levying a benevo- 
ience, li2 ; dcjiiandi; fi-oni Charles* 
the fuldhnent of liid treaties, 9li ; Idn 
treaty with the regency of France, iL; 
declines to a&sist Ferdinand, king of 
Hungary, against the Turks, 9fi ; 
vows vengeance again 9t Charles for 
the sock of liomc, 99 ; sendE Wolsey 
to conclude a convention with Francis 
for the deliverance of the jiope^ 100 ; 
state of Ireland hi bis reign, 113; 
literature in his reign, 132; ex- 
tract from the patent in which he 
assigns to Wolaey the property of the 
monasteries dissoivedl by virtue of hia 
legatine commission, and destined for 
the support of bis lecture^j and college. 
138 ; his admonition to Wolsey re- 
specting the appointment of the 
prioresii of Whitun, UU 142 ; motives 
which led to his union witli Katha- 
rine, hia brotlier*fl widow, 140; mar- 
riage consummated after hi.^ acces- 
sion, *ft.; scruples respecting its 
legality, 147; consnits with Wolsey 
respecting a divorce, 14B j his passion 
for Anne lioleyn, 150 ; message to 
the pope for a dispensation, 151 ; 
commission issued for trying the 
question in London, 15^ ; makes a 
pubhc declaration of Ins motives for 
seeking the divorce, 154; trial, 156; 
the queen's address to him, 157; 
his speech to the court after she Imd 
retir^, 159, 159 j Ids riising sus- 
picions of Wolsey, IGl; again pre- 
sent at the court when the decision 
was expected ; adjournment by cardi- 
nal Campeggio, 104 ; his suspicions 
of Wolsey fostered by Anne Bideyn, 
1(j5; orders him to surrender the 
great seal, and retire to Esher, 168 ; 
his kind message to him on the 
journey, 171; prosperity of his reign 
duringrthe administration of Wolsey, 
17S ; Ins subsequent history exhibits 
a new character, 174; proceedlnga 
of his minii^terg after the cardinal's 
dismissal, 1T5 ; pardons Wolsey, and 
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replaces liira in the aee of York, 190, 
131; orders him to be ttm?*tod tor 
liigh treafiotit 1^^ i his regret at his 
death, 1118. 

HeraJds, of France and Englancl^ acnt 
to Cliurles V,t 10(J ; acfount of their 
coule i-e lice with Iiira, 1 tf — 1 k S . 

Hesse, landgrave ol', remark on Luther's 
con&ent that he tjliould many two 
wived, 4JJ» note, 

Hunj^ary invaded by the Tuikfl, 96. 

IncomE'TAJC^ pre^^edeut of. afforded by 
WoJisey, 71—75. 

ludnlgeiices, siile of, 48. 

ipswioh^ tlie native town of caiHiinal 
Wolsey, 5 ; a public school founded by ] 
him therp^ I3y. J 

Ireland, state of, In the reiffu of Hemy 
VIM,, 113; manntTM and habita of 
the people, 1 i + ; Uvir of territorial in- 
heritance, 115; ceremony of cleoting 
s cJiief, iL; domain B regulated by j 
tanlatrie, lltf; Urulion law, tk; ill 
consequcnccg of the exeltisiye ditrtinc- 
tittn in which England has held the 
inhabitants, 117; transactions rela- 
tiTe to, dtiring Wolsey's adiruniBtra- 
tion, H7 — 1325, 

Italy, ware of the Freucli and iniperlid- 
iiits in, a;, A2, atJ J prosperous state 
of, prior to tlie invasiom of Chairka 
VI II. of France, lit 3. 

James IV. of Scotland, married to Hen- 
ry VTn.'& elde&t BiiSter, 11 j slain at 
Floddien, 17* 

Jedburgh, taken and burnt by the earl 
of Hurrey, 61. 

Jesten one aent to Ueiiry "^'III, Bi;s a I 
present from Wolfw-y, 171, note. [ 

Julius II., rebellion of eardinala against | 
him, under the protection of Louis 
Xll., 12 ; hia letter and preaeut to ,' 
Henry VUI., 13; his dealli, IW; a 
bull granted by him to authori.se the | 
marriage between Henry VIII, and ' 
hia tnrother'tji widow, 145. j 

Jurisprudence, tendency of iti projgreaSf 
IIG, 

£ATUAnTK£ of ArTBgoii, peculiar cir- I 
coniiitaiic^B' in her marriage with Hen- 
ry VIII,, 10 i her previous marriage | 
with Arthur princi! of Walea, 146 ; 
reaaons wluch iaduced Henry VII. to ' 



marry her to his eon Henry, ik; 
legality of the counexion, whsn flist 
diiputed, 147 J her reasouafor a«rib- 
ing the origin of the qucstJoii respect- 
ing its validity to Wolsey, 140; iu- 
forma the emjicror Chai-les of her 
situatiou, IJja ; her addreas to tbe 
king on the trial, 157 ; writes to the 
emp^tror and the king of Hungaiy* 
entreating them to procure the ave- 
cation of the cause to Kome, 1«0 ; l»er 
conferenee with WoUey and Compe^- 
gio, 16*2t 1G3. 

Ikildare, Gerald, earl ot, deputy of Ire> \ 
land, 117; why called by WoIscyU) 
Kngland, lis ; reins tateil in his office, 
1 lU ; gununoned a socond lime by the 
cardinal, and brought before the privy 
council, 120 ; hi:* reply to the chargei i 
brought against him, lai ; acquitted; 
124 , anecdote respecting lutn wfuJe % 
prisoner in thtj Tower, if>., note. 

Kingjiton, air William, appointed to 
convey "VVoUoy to Ixjndon, VJH. 

Law, institutian for the study of. in 
Loudon, projected by cardinal Wol* 
eey, no. 

Lcag^ic of London, 32. 

I^egatine court, iuBtituted by Wolaey. 
so ; revenuea derivt^d from fines in, 
lOE^ ; an ollencc to the priesthood, 
141, 

Leo X. sucoeeda Julius 11., 19 ; his pro- 
ject for a cruiiade of all the powers of 
Christendom against the Turks, 29 ; 
treaty with Henry VII L and Charles 
V>, 43; Ida death and cliaract«r> 44; 
corruptions of the church in liis age, 
40 ; hiji arti£oeg for raising money, la' ; 
makes a grant to his sister and her 
husband of the proHts of the sms of 
Saxony, 4y; excomniiuiieiites Luther, 
51 ; beatowa on Henry VUI. the title 
of Dofender of the Faith, 5 2 ; infflfior 
to Wolsey as a patron of literature* 
132. 

Lepuae, John, governor of Transylrooia, 
pretends to the crown of Hangaryi 

Lewis Xll. of Fmncc, how engaged at 
the accession of Henry \'ILl., 10 ; at 
war with thepoi>e, 13 ; invaded by the 
Engliah and iiuperiallata, 14 ; luaked 
peace with Heniyt uttd maixie* hia 
siater Mary, 30 ; dies. itf. 
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Lewis, king of Hiingaiy, defeated and 
filalu by tLie Turks, iio, 

lAccaces to choose confessors sold by 
Leo X., J 9. 

IJiiooln, bjdboprie, given to Wolsey, 18. 

XdJidany, sii- David, one of hh comedies 
acted at the court of Scotlaind in 151 5* 
134, note. 

IJjoti king of arms, of Scotland, sent to 
Henry VID., 15. 

Literaturo, cause of its revival in Italy, 
129; iniluenoc of the Utenury cha- 
racter atiwrnented smce the Kelbrma- 
tlon, 130; mcaaurcB of Wolscy for 
promoting it, 133 i si&te of in Bug- 
lant! duriiig^ lik administration, i7i.j 
it^ pi'ogresa since^ 133, IHil; attdbu- 
table to the exertion a of Wolsey, 154? 
state of, in Scotland, iL; important 
era In the history of l^nglish literature 
from the rcvisal of the rniiversity-sta- 
tntefl by Wolsey, 13 s. 

London, teugim of, between England 
and France, including their respec- 
tive allies, 32. 

* — merchiuits of^ regult of their renion- 
etrauce respecting tlie income-tax 
imposed by parliament^ T3. 

- deluge apprehended there, in the 
time ttf Wolaey, 80, note? dreadful 
ravages of tiie sweating eickne^, 136, 

Louisa, regent of France, during the ab- 
sence of ker son, Francis I., genda a 
monk to Wolecy, to asc«irtaiii how far 
an oflTor of peace wotdd be iieceplabie, 
85 ; emtntssy to London Jrustrated by 
news of the battle of Favia, SB ; 
another emb^sBv, and a dcfeoBivc 
league concluded between tlie two 
iiationi^t 93 ; ctingular terms of the 
pi^evioua tnice, Ul, note. * 

Luoglii di Monte, the origin of public 
funds, l(J5, note. 

Luther, queation respecting the motive 
of hi8 rebellinn to the pope^ 43 ; ex- 
communicated, imd thuB beiiOmL'rt 
popular, 'ji i Bpre^ of his doctrines, 

i54. 

Madbalen, sititer of Leo X., and Clbo 
her husband, rec^ve a gnmt for the 
aale of indulgences in Saxony, 44 j 
way ill which the tnule was ruined, *h. 

Hamelukes, aeconnt of, 2S ; subdued by 
Selim, 'lit. 

Uau-garet, queen of Scotland^ after the 



battle of Flodden, married to the 
young carl of Angus, from whom alie 
aeeks to be divorced, 59, note. 

Mary, younger astair to Henry VTTT., 
married to Louis XIL, iU^ aXter his 
death to the duke of HufFolk, 21. 

Jlary, the princess of England, betrothed 
to tlie dauphin of France, 35 ; treaty 
by which that obligation waa di«^ 
penserj with, 43 i betrothed to Charicg 
Y.» 04. 

Maunday-Thun*dayT Wolsey's rcliglotia 
observation of, at Fetcrborough, IB 4. 

Maximilian* the emperor, courted the 
alhiuice of Henry VIIL, 10; joins 
him in the invasion of France, IS ; 
his schemes for drawng Henry into 
a more available alliance, 27 ; endea- 
voum to seeure the empire for his son 
Charles, 31 ; dies, 35. 

Mlddieton* Dr„ a curioue instance of 
pJagfariimi in his letter from Home, 
12f»,note; a slander propagated by 
him against Wolsey, 12i5, 

aiilau,t!ie duchy of, claimed by Francis 
I., 25 ; Maximilian projXJftes to annex 
jt to the Entdish crown, 27 ; rescued 
by the imperiidist^ from the French, 
82 i regained by the latter* iA.j re- 
covered by the imperialistst 8<J. 

Ministera of state, effect of the progress 
of society in this country on the choice 
of theju, lEiO, note. 

3Ionarclis, rarely the patrons of litera- 
ture, 134* 

ilonaatcries, fate of the pcrsoos eim- 
ployed by Wolsey to take measured 
for demolishing, 141» note. 

Monks, increase of, in England, since 
the time of the Saxon kings, 47 ; his- 
torical remarfee on, i6.; Wolsey*s mea- 
sures for red udng their numbers, i9, 

Montagu, Edward, threat of Henry 
VUl. to, ivspectuig a money-bill, 72, 
note. 

More, Bu" Tliomas, welcomes Campeggio 
on his arrival in Loudon, 30 1 speaker 
of the hou^e of commons, 73 ; Mb 
flattering address to the king, i^^., note j 
gives a caricatured dejcription of 
Wolsey at his table, 13 1, note; suc- 
ceeds Wolsey as chancellor, 17 L 

XoRioLK. duke of, great steward at the 

trial of Buckuighain^ 67. 
(son of the former) 
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Usiiis in qatiliing the SufTolk Insur- \ 
fection, 9] ; cR'nt to «lciiiand tlie great j 

I lftibilit/» ciyftoni lu the time of HGory ^ 
VIII. of retaining the sons of their 
superior clepenfienis aa pages. 110, 

ChorIm an IrJ:ih dmu aHatr of Stnrey's 
troopis tir-itli, lis. 

Orange, prince of, iiucot^eds Bourbon in 
the oonunand of thii iiiiperiall»t» at 
the &ttckof IvDine, &8 ; mode in whicli 
lie executed the empH-ror'a orders for 
tiie liberatton of tJic ptipe, 1 dh, 

Orlcanji, house of, Ita claim to the dudif 
of Mllun, 2h. 
J Ossoiy. earl of, deputy of Ireland, de* 
posed. 1 18 ;lodj;sLji information again at 
iiifl siice-csijor Kildare, and procures 
him to be summoned to London. 120 ; 
continue^ deputy daring tlje rem aim- 
der of Wolriey'd adtuiiiie.tratioii, TiS t 
character of hi^ coiiiite58. ri. 

Oxford, university, its ntntutes revised 
by caidinat Wol^ey, isi -, foundation 
of Christ' cshurch college, 1 3 S . 

Fagzs. young noMenii^ served ns mcK 
in thtj time of Henry VIII., 1 10, note, 

Palm-Sundiiy. boflr kept by Wolsey at 
Teterborou^h, liH. 

Papal authority, means by whiuk It was 
upheld and exercised, 2, 48. 

Parish regiatera, when instituted in £ng* 
Ijind^i &, note. 

Farliaraentt summoned by Wolsey to 
^ant aid for the prosecution of war 
with France, tii} ; he obtuin:^ from 
them only half the sum demanded, 73. 

Parr, I>r., observation on hla list of the 
tiioistfemarka1:}leof the recc^nt ofltipring 
of Oxford and Cambridge, 134, note. 

Pavia, besieged by Francla I,, 81' ; effecU 
of the battle of, 8«i, 

Percy, lord, ItijS uttachment to Anne Bo- 
leyn, 150 ; afterwarda earl of North- 
umberland, arrcdtg Wolgey for Mgh- 
treason, 105. j 

Peter the hermit, 129 ; achcme which | 
gave bis preaching the semblance of i 
nuraculmia elTect* 12fl, I 

Poetry, rise of in England, I3t? ; Dr, . 
Builyn'A oritiqme on the fmcient Eng- 
lish poets, date of in Scotland la the I 
time of Henry V 11 L. I a i . I 



PoUtical economy, science of. little 
knon-n in the time of Wolscy, dO. 

Portugal, princes of, married to Cliartw 
v.. 1U4. 

Praet, De, thw imperial minister at Lon- 
don, hla diplomatic jwrtldy, S5 ; d«s 
tect«d and exposed by Woi*cy. 8*j. 

Printing, an ob^erratiou of f be viear Of 
Croydon reapecting, falsely lucribcd 
to Wolsey. 126, note. 

lYocession, 4»tyle of Wolsey'a, described 
by a contemporary poet, 1G7, note 

labile funds, origin of, 10&. 

I'urgatory, iM>wers for deUvering bouIb 
from, staked in gamlng-hooses. 50. 

RirroHaL\TiON, origin of, 49; ^e«f of 
the causes^ which led to it» 123 ♦ 
changes in the opinions of mankind 
rejapccting the military and clerical 
character prior to that epoch, I2«i\ 

Ilichard II., according to Fidde$, u^ 
tho title of Defender of the Faith, 
fjS, note. Wolsey indict*>d on tlie 
Itilh statute of, ITS. 

llochford. lord* the father of Anne 
Boleyn, his intcniew with Wolsey. 
162. 

Home, lack of, by the impcrinllsta imdef 
Bourbon, S7 — 99. 

Sacbamekts, Henry TITI/^ book on. 
how valued by the clergy, 61. 

Sali&bury, bishopric of, held by Cam* 
pegglo, liTt. 

Snuctuary, ubnse of, in England, 46; 
Henry VII. obtains a bull frcan 
.Juliiii IL for correcting it, i4. 

Savonarola, destroyed at Florence. 11. 

Second, mea2>ureg for frujiitratiDg ibe 
designs of the French faction in. 59 ; 
Albany marches his army towards 
the borders, but is obliged to disband 
it and return to France, ih. ; eon- 
nected with Franco by reciprocity of 
policy, fiS ; circuiiistaJict+3 wliich im- 
paired the utility of tlib connexion, 
iL; French influence declined after 
the battle of Flodden, i A. ; desolation 
jipread by Surrey's troops on it:; 
borders, SI; E^tnte of aduirs at the 
doie of 12^24, S3; the Scotfi propose 
a marriage twtwecn JamcA V. and 
Mary, the English heb*e«s, ib. 

Sclim, Che Turkish sultan, account ot« 
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Alarm in Chriatendom at Ma sue- 

S^eneca's tragedies, when fir^t trans- 
lated into English, 1 34, not«. 

Sextos V. established a eOnking fond, 
105, note. 

ghaksfkeare app-earg to fiave made use 
of Storer's pueni in bis play of Henry 
VIII., 172, 

Sfgns of public houses in England, their 
origin, l!<3, note. 

Bkekon, extract from liij* satire on aar- 
tUnal Woisey, 1:!-', note. 

^Iyinuninaugurat<;d at Constantiuoplc, 
10^ master of Belgrade menaces 
Hungary, ti3 ; invades It, UG. 

gpur^^p battle of. 1 i. 

Storerr bis picttu-ejsqne description of 
Woilfiey as u putroti of literature, 143, 
note; at&uz'ds on Wolsey's fall, 172, 
les ; aUusion to the obscuiity of bis 
grave, 1&8. 

Sncccgsion to the crown of England, 
the right of blood not es^ntial to it 
in the time of Henry VIH,, 7U. 

Suffolk, tlttke of, raurried to J^tary, 
dowager queen of France, 21 { hiis 
un^ueeessful campaign in France, in 
l.>23, 80; his sarcasm, against car- 
ilinals answered by Wol*ey, lfi4 ; 
sent with Norfolk to demand the 
great seal from Wohsey, 168. 

Buifolk, county of, inBurreetion in, 1, 

Surrey, the earl of, commands the 
Englisf^li aiTiiy ut the battle of Flodden, 
IG ; sent deputy to Ireland, fiO ; re- 
called fWnxi Ireland to be employed 
in the war against France* {i5 i sup- 
posed antipathy between him and 
Wol&ey, ib.i conveys the emi)eror to 
Spain with the largest lleet that had 
ever before left England^ ift. - makes 
a descent on Morlaix on hiiii return, 
OC ; Ilia operations* on the Scottish 
borider, IS I ; character of his adminis- 
tration in Ireland. 1 IS. (See Xorfolko 
Sweating :tiokneeis, its dreadful ravages 

in England, 13*1. 
ywedcn originally an elective mon&Tcby, 

74, note. 
Smss, Henry Till* the first kkig of 
England who had any correspond- 
ence witli, 11, note, 

T AHiSTiu£, domains in Irelancl &aid to be 
regulated byt 115* 




Tapestry in the house of cardinal 
Wolsey described, 109, note. 

Tindal» remark of, showing the diplo- 
matic inferiority of the Eugli.'^h to 
the French, 31, note. 

Tonmay, taken by Henry Vlil., 15 j 
rea^nji for restoring it to France, 34, 

Treaties: that by violation of whicb. 
James IV. wm excommunicated, 17, 
note ; of the EngUgh and HwU after 
the battle of Flodden, tfi.; of Henry 
Vni. with Louia XII., 2ii \ that 
aillctl the league of London, 32 ; of 
alliance and atSnity between Henry 
YLII. and Francis I., 33 { another 
between the same sovereigns at their 
interview in Tlcardy, a.^ ; one between 
tlie emperor, and Henry Vlll. against 
France, 30 ; Ijetwecn Charles V. and 
Henry VIII. at Windsor, 04 i be* 
tweeu France and England, after tlie 
battle of ravia, 04 ; of 31adrid, be- 
tween Charles V. and Francis E, 95 ; 
three coucltided ijy Woli*ey With 
Francis I., near Amiens^ 103. 

Truce, singular terms in which one waa 
proclaimed between Henry VI [I. and 
the regency of France, 01, note. 

of God, vi't. 

UNJ\T5RSiTn:s of Oxford and Cambridge 
not more favourable than tlie court 
to the improvement of knowledge, 
1 34^ note ; statutes revitsed by Wolijey, 
137. 

Usurpations, the English nation In- 
debted to them fur iu bC-st laws, yo» 
note. 

Vatican, manuscripts in, Wolaey'smea* 
snres for obtaining copies of, for the 
library of Christ-church college, 139, 

Vii'loiiga, raarqnis of,, curious instance 
of Ids 35up<:rstitiuu resiK-^iiting the 
childi'en of Francie E committed to 
his custody, I07» note. 

Wakii«iim» archbishop, hi^ complaints to 
Henry VII E against Wolsey, 141; 
remonstrated against the marriage of 
Katharine toUenry VI I L, 146. 
Warton, a remark of his on the litera- 
ture of England anil Scotland con* 
trary to Idstoritml fact, 134 ; his re- 
[ mark on the cardinnra college * 
I Oxford, 130, note. 
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Wiodflor, treaty of. 64. 

Winton acumerj, charpe agalnBt Wolsey 
fespectiiig the »ppoiiitmc?nt of a lady 
as »bbe!3» to, HI. 

Wolsoy, lil» birth and edticatioii, 5 i fol- 
low of Magtlnlen college, 6 1 {nreaented 
to the rectory of Lymington, in So- 
luersetshire, lA.; nominated onoof the 
king's ch&plnini, 7 1 sent on an rni> 
biiflsy to tlie emperor iUtximilian, *s i 
bit extruordinarj' dispAtch In the 
eacecatiou of liiii ausefon, «fr.; rewarded 
with tht deanery of LiiicoUi, 9 ; deatli 
of Henry VII. iind accession of his 
0091, it.i favours U;!!i.towed oo Mm by 
the king and the popu, 1 1 1 conmit&- 
■ariat of the army destined to invade 
Fwmce oomtnitted to idm, 13 ; the 
king bertows on him the bi&boprio of 
Tonmay, 15; news of the victory of 
Flodden eommunicated to him by 
queen Katharine^ 17 ; created arch- 
Uidiop of York, 18 ; promoter tlie 
xnftrriag« between Louis XII- and 
Mary, Henry'* younger Bister, 3tJ; 
popular opinion of his itifluencaofer 
the mind of the king, 21 ; advflXloed 
to the rank of cardinal, and made 
chancellor of tlie reulm, ^1, i'2 ; state 
of Europe ni the commenfement of 
hia admluigtrationt 24 ; extraordinaTy 
connuil summoned, ip which he pro- 
poaes to eubniilize the iHjpo njid the 
em|ieror against Francia 1., i'r>; cru- 
eade aguiuiit the Turks proposed by 
the pope, 28; his reception of the 
legate Campeggio, who was sent to 
London to further tlie bui^Ineas, 30 : 
jniBskni retidtirvd abortive by the de^tli 
of the sultan, SI ? Francis endea^'onra 
to gain Wolaiey to bis intercBt, with a 
view of gocuring the friendship of 
Henry in hia opposition to Charles of 
Spain, 32 ; League of London, iV^.^^ 
treaty of alhuity and alhanee betwtiien 
Henry and Francis, ^3 ; a pension 
fppanled t^:} "Wolsey as an equivalent 
to tlie revcnuea of tho bisfioprin of 
Toumay, 35 ; his orders for the ces- 
sion of that city to the French, accord- 
lEg to the treaty, lA.; ebaracter of iiia 
policy in the competition between the 
kmgrt of France and Spain for the 
iniptTial ertjw^i, ae ; his friendship 
courted by both sovereigns, iily 38 ; 
«tingB of the coorts of Ftanoe and 



England in Picardy, and opportmiity 
it aJTorded him of frtndying tlm cha- 
Tflcter of the French statesmen, dd i 
appointed to meet the plenipoten' 
tiarie* of Charles nnd i^raner* iit 
Caliiis, an<l to act in Henry's name a^ 
arbiter in thtir i:iuamel, 41; havisg 
failed to adjust their ditTercnccs, pro- 
jwscs and concludes a treaty coiuia- 
cive to a craMidc, 43^ prqjecta t 
gradual refornnitioii of the EngMi 
clergy, and obtains fttim the pope a 
kgatine commiiaion for that purpofe, 
47 ; inslitiites a court with censorial 
jurlsdJctlon over tlie priesthood, iS; 
his plan of refornuition anticipates tbo 
iutcrftrcnca of the people, ,10 ^ con- 
trast of his mcoeurcd with those of 
Leo, 5 1 i procures by tlie kjng'f order 
aathority from the pope to permit the 
pemsal of Lather's prohibited wnangs 
to such as desired it for the purpoee 
of refuting their errors, rA.y Hemy'a 
book on the seven sacraments, i*.; 
as])irca to the tiara at the death of 
Leo X., 53 ; hi? disappointment did 
not alter the policy he ha4i previously 
adopted, 54; ids domestic admin if (ra- 
tion troubled with the trial aiirl • x - 
culion of the duke of Bnckliiglittm, 
iff,; origin of that nobleman's batred 
to him* 55 ; his measurea for frnt- 
trating the French faction in Scot* 
land, 5& ; bis rt?proof of the French 
ambassadors for an aggrc£;siou com- 
mitted on the English at Bordeaux* 
ib.; science of political economy little 
known in bis time^ (10 ; his dllBciiltiea 
in raising supplies for the war agaiast 
Francis^ 6 1 ; the Icagne of London 
the grandeet monument of his com* 
ppehendivc mind, di' ; hia succeaaiU 
interference in the aflkirii of Scotland. 
OS ; receivi-s the emperor Charles at 
Dover on liia second visit to Heoty, 
^4 ; jjonip with which be performed 
the service at St. Paul'i* before the 
two sovereigns, ih., treaty of Windsor, 
by %vhieh he was appointed arbiter of 
their dUrereuces, iff.; bis measures ibff 
prosecuting the war against Frandf, 
67 ; his sucoessful proceedings in the 
convocation, 71 j obtains fh>m the 
parliament only half tlie sum de- 
mandedt 72 ; his conference with the 
London mcrcbanta on the sulilect of 
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tlie grant, 73 ; Ins conduct in the dia- 
putetl succession totheefown of Den- 
mark, 74, 7& i insight wtdch It aJforda 
into hig political notions, 70 ; i^rnewg 
iiie endeaTours, on tbc death of Adrian, 
to procure the papauy, ttt.; Julio dy 
Medici choideu, apiK}mtfi liim Icgnte 
for ILfe, 7t) i invasion of Fnmcc by the 
alhea In 1523 ; hia opinion on tlie 
ftiilune of the canipiiigii, SO? Surrey's 
opto'ations in Scotland. — Tlic cardinal 
obliged to anticipali! part of the snb- 
wdy granted by tbe convocation and 
pArUameut, SI, note^ tranmnits to 
Eomc a masterly view of the moral , 
and pohtieai state of Etirope at the i 
close of the year 1524, 84 ; secret mis- ' 
gion to liim &oiu I>ouisa»the ri'gent of ' 
Franco, 85 i perfidy of the imperial j 
minkter at London, iind conduct of 
the carditial on the o(!caflion, 8&, Sa ; \ 
public embassy from France, news 
of the haltle of Faviii, Wolat-y 
adopts a coutki! of pohcy for restoring | 
the balance of power* t>6, S7 ; (jom- 
mift^ons issued for raising a contribu- 
tfou uiider the name of u benevolence, 
89 ; hia conference with the mayor 
and aldermen of London, 00 ; dis^- 
contcnt caused by the measure !n 
various parts of the kingdom, %k; the ] 
king suumiong the privy council, and 
inquires into the origin of the griev- 
nncc. — IrVol&ey's mHgnanimity oa the 
occasion, I>1, 33 2; the commiBdonerB 
recalled, 02 ; his conduct to the leaders 
of the Suffolk insurrection, i*.; result 
of an erahassy to Chnrles, dejnnnding a 
fulfilment of the dilferent treaticH with 
Heury, 03 ; treaty with France, de- 
signed by tiic caridinal to restore the 
equilibrium of EnTope/J4 ; bond given 
to him in consideration of the firrears 
of hla pension, ift. J- measures for aveng- 
ing the sack of Kome, and the capture 
of the pope by the imperialiata, D9 ; 
Wolsey «ent to conclude a convention 
with Francis, IDO ; magnificence and 
pplundour in which he performed Ida 
journey. — Bid advice to liia lionsehold 
on arriving at Calais, 101; proceeds 
to AmienSf 103 ; hia meeting with 
Francis, iL ; !<iugiilar diplomatic 
artillce by which he attained the 
objects of this inlasion, lA./ three 
several treaties concluded, (6.; third 



treaty declarhig the political authority 
Bupr«mG in ecclesiastical aOairs, 101; 
the peace with France unpopular, lOS j 
Wolaey now at the meridian of hia 
fortune, 100; noblemen's sons hia 
pages, 1%; splendid entertainment 
givea by hhn at llamptou-court to 
the French comniissiou erg, 110; state 
of Ireland $n his ihne, 114 — 117; 
Gerald Fitzgerald, eurl of Kildarct 
deputy of Ireland when he was ap- 
pointed prime minister, 117 ; incident 
winch gave rise to an opinion that ho 
was hostile to the blood of the Ueral- 
dines, liiO ; hia sharp address to Kll- 
dare when brougbt before tbe privy 
council on charges of trtasmi, ift./ 
Kildarc'a answer, 521; unauthenti-* 
cated story negpecting a mandate sent 
by the cardinal for Kihlare's execu- 
tion, r24, note; tlie annals of Ireland 
afford eWdence honourable to his 
administration, 1 IfS ; historical view 
of the changes in the aff^rB of 
ChLristendoni down to Ills time, 
125, 120; objects of lus system of 
ecclesiastical reforraation, ISO; the 
historj' of his patronage to hterature 
rclatea more to inistitutious than to 
men of genius, 131 ; greatness of hia 
designs for promoting knowledge, 13:f ; 
Ktate of literature and art in England 
during his administration, tfr.,* con* 
trast of Italy and England In that 
period, 133. 1U4 ; the College of Phy- 
siciana the firi?t national institution 
wliich he patronised, 136 ; ren&es the 
statutes of Oxlbrd and Cambridge, 
137, las; founds Christ Churcii, Ox- 
ford, 13B ; institutes a puMic school at 
Ipswich, his native town, ]30; pro- 
jects an ingtitution for the study of 
law in London, 140 ; Wariiam's 
charge against him respecting the ap- 
pointment of the prioress of Wiuton, 

141 3 the king's adiuonitlun to bun, 

142 ; extent of his power, and com- 
mencement of its decline, 144; aum- 
mona a meeting of tlie clergy to 
confer on the question of the king's 
divorce, 14B ; di (Acuities of his situa- 
tiou in the course of IJmt process, lY^^ 
Anne Boleyn hia secret enemy, il,; at 
the king's request preventii the mar^ 
riage tif that lady to lord Percy, 100 ; 
accused by the people of being ttJC** 
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ated by revenge againfit Katharine, | 
151 ; Campeggio joined with him in ■ 
the oommisfiion for trying the Tali- i 
dity of Henry's marriage with Ka- | 
tharine, 153 ; iUness and recovery of i 
the pope, his ohJect in canvassing j 
for the papal chair, 155 ; trial re- . 
specting the divorce, 156 ; appeals to i 
the king respecting some insinuations 
of Katharine, 159 ; sent with Cam- 
peggio to the qaecn — ^their conference, 
162 ; remark on the emperor Charles's 
disposition to procure the popedom 
for him, 163, note ; his reply to an in- 
sinuation of Suffolk, 164 ; rumour of 
liis having incurred the penalties of 
the statute of praemunire, 165; de- 
scription of the style of his proces- 
sion to Westminster-hall, 167, note; 
of his person, 168, note ; ordered to 
resign the great seal, and to retire to 
Ashur, 168 ; kind message from the 
king on his journey thither, 171 ; for- 
saken by his official dependents, •&./ 
measures taken by the king's minis- 
ters after his dismissal, 175; failure 
of the impeachment passed against 
him by the lords, 178; his reply to 
the accusation of having exercised his 



legatine commission without the king's 
authority, 179 ; on resigning York- 
place, 183, 184 ; his address to his 
servants on dismissing them, 187; 
unexpected kindness of the king dur- 
ing his illness at Ashur, 190; removes 
to Richmond, 192; instance of the 
superstitious turn which adversity had 
given to his mind, 192, note; pro- 
ceeds to his diocese of York, and re- 
sides at Cajrwood Castle, 194 ; prepa- 
rations for his installation, 1U5; 
arrested for high treason, ib.; taken 
ill at Sheffield-park, the seat of lord 
Shrewsbury, 196 ; arrives at the mo- 
nastery at Leicester on liis journey to 
London, i6.; his last moments, 108; 
death and funeral, ib.; regret of the 
king, 199 ; his character, ib. 

York, archbishopric, given to Wolsey, 
13; taken from Wolsey, 183; re- 
stored to him, 191. 

York and Lancaster, wars unfavourable 
to the interests of the cliurch, J ; 
diminished the influence of the nobi- 
lity, ib.s retarded the advancemeut 
of learning, 4. 



THE END. 



T. C. SaviU, Printer, 4, Cliandos Street, Covent Garden. 





DATE DUE 





























































































STANFORD UNIVERSITY UBRARIES 

STANFORD, CAUFORNIA 

94505 



DA 3S4 ,Wa -G34 1848 C,1 

Lite of Cartlinal Wolsey / 

Stanford Unlversltv Ubrartes 

iiiiiiiiiiiiN 

3 6105 036 845 951 



554- 



